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FERDINAND COUNT FATHOM.. 


VOLUME THE SECOND, 


4. if Y hp 


HE IS SMITTEN WITH THE CHARMS 
OF A. FEMALE ADVENTURER, 

WHOSE ALLUREMENTS SUBJECT 

HIM TO A NEW YICISSITUDE OF 
FORTUNE, 


M ONG. thoſe who were 
diſtinguiſned by his gal- 
lantry, was the 

wife of an old citizen of 
London, who had granted 
| her iſhon to reſide at 
the Hot-well for the benefit of her 
health, under the eye and inſpeRion of 
his own ſiſter, who was a maiden of 
fifty years. The pupil, whoſe name 
was Mrs. Trapwell, tho low in 
ſtature, was finely ſhaped, her counte- 
nance engaging, though her complexion 
was brown, her hair in colour rivalled 
the raven's. back, and her eyes emula- 
ted the luſtre of the diamond. Fa- 
thom had been ſtruck with her firſt ap- 
pearance z but found it impracticable 
to elude the * of her duenna, 
ſo as to make a declaration of his flame; 
until ſhe herſelf gueſſing the ſituation 
of his thoughts, and not- diſpleaſed 
with the diſcovery, thought proper to 
furniſh him with the opportuni 
wanted, by counterfeiting an indiſpo- 
ſition, for the cure of which ſhe knew 
his advice would be implored. This 
was the beginning of an acquaintance, 


which yas ſpoy improved to. hip win 


and ſo well did ſhe manage her attrac- 
tions. as in ſome meaſure to fix the in- 
conſtancy of his diſpoſition ; for, at the 
end of the ſeaſon, his paſſion was not 
ſated; and they concerted the means of 
continuing their commerce, even after 
their return to London. 4 
This intercourſe effectually anſwered 
the purpoſe of the huſband, who had' 
been decoyed into matrimony 
cunning of his ſpouſe, whom he had 
privately kept as a concubine before 
marriage. Conſcious of her own 
carious ſituation, ſhe had reſol to 
impoſe upon the infirmities of Trapwell, 


and feigning herſelf pregnant, gave him 


to underſtand ſhe could no longer con- 
ceal her condition from the knowledge 
of her brother, who was an officer in 
the army, and of ſuch violent paſſions, 
that ſhould he once diſcover her back 
fliding, be would undoubtedly wipe 
away the ſtains of his family-diſhonour 
hang nog 2 as well as that of 
keeper, he citizen; to prevent 
ſuch a cataſtrophe, took her to wife; 
but ſoon after perceiving the trick which 
had been played upon him, ſet his in - 
vention at work, and at length con- 
trived a ſcheme which he thought would 
enable him not only to retrieve his li · 
berty, but alſo indemnify himſelf for 
the mortification he had undergone. 
Far from creating any domeſtick diſ- 
turbance, by upbraiding her with her 
fineſſe, he y well pleaſed: 
with his acquiſition z and as he 1 * 


dy the- 


} 
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her void of any principle, and extremely 
addicted to pleaſure, he choſe proper 
oecafions to infinuate, that ſhe might 
tify her own inclination, and at the 
time turn her beauty to good ac- 
count. She joyfully liſtened to theſe 
remonſtrances, and in conſequence of 
their mutual agreement, ſhe repaired to 
Briſtol Spring, on pretence of an ill 
fate of health, accompanied by her 
ſiſter-in-law, whom they did not think 
to intruſt with the real motive of 

j Fathom's perſon was 
ogg his finances fuppoſed to 

be in flouriſhing order; therefore, ſhe 
ſelefted him from the herd of gallants, 
as A 
ſhe and on her arrival in Lon- 
don, made her huſband acquainted with 
the importance of her conqueſt. 
Trapwell ed be. with ca- 
reſſes and praiſe for her diſcreet and du- 
tiful conduct, and faithfully promiſed 
that ſhe ſhoukd pocket in her own privy 
one half of the ſpoils that ſhould 
gathered: from her gallant, whom 
the therefore-undertook to betray ; after 
he had ſwore in the moſt ſolemn man- 
ner, that his intention was not to _ 
the affair to a publick trial, which 
would redound to his own diſgrace, but 
to entort a, round ſum of money from 
the count by way of comp3ſition. Con- 
fidiag in this —— * 8 
ve him intelligence of an aſſig 
— ter made 2 adventurer, 
ata certain'bagnio near Covent Garden; 
upon which ho ſecured the aſſiſtance of 
a particular friend and his own jour - 
, with whom, and a conſtable, 

he repaired. to the place of rendezvous, 
where he waited in an adjoining room 
according to the directions of his virtu- 


- ous- ſpouſe, untill "ſhe made the pre 


concerted fignal of hemming three times 
aloud, when he and his affociates ruthed- 
into the chamber and ſurprized our hero 
in bed with his inamor ata. 
The lady, on this occaſion, acted 
her part to à miracle : the ſcreamed-at 
their n; and after an exchma- 
tion of © Ruined and undone !* faimed- 
away in the arms of her ſpouſe, who- 
had by this time- ſeized ber by the 
ſhoulders, and began to upbraid her 
wih her infidelity and guilt. As for 
Fathom, his affliction was unutterable, 
when be found himſelf diſcovered in 
that fituation, and made priſoner by the 
two aſſiſlants, who had pinioned him 


facrifice to the powers Which 
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in ſuch a manner, that he could not 
ſtir, much leſs accompliſh an eſcape, 
All his ingenuity and preſence of mind 
ſeemed to forſake him in this emer- 
gency. The horrors of an Engliſh jury 
overipread his imagination : for he at 
once perceived that the toil into which 
he had fallen was laid for the purpoſe ; 
conſequently he took it for granted, that 
there would be no deficiency in point of 
evidence. Soon as he recollected him - 
ſelf, he begged that no violence might 
be offered to his perſon, and intreated 
the huſband to favour him with a con- 
ference, in which the affair might be 
compromiſed, withobt7 prejudice to the 
reputation of eiter. 
At firſt, Trapwell breathed nothing 
but implacable revenge; but, by the 
perſuahon of his friends, after he had 
ſent home his wife in a chair, he 2 
prevailed upon to hear the propoſals o 
the delin . who a es him, 
by way of apology, that he had always 
believed the lady was a widow, made 
him an offer of five/ hundred pounds, 
as an atonement for the jury he had 
ſuſtained. This being a ſum no ways 
adequate to the expectation of the citi- 
zen, who looked upon the count as 
poſſeſſor of an immenſe eftate, he re- 
jected the terms with diſdain, and made 
inſtant application to a judge, from 
whom he obtained a warrant fgr ſecurin 
his perſon till the day of trial. Indeed, 
in this caſe, monty was bat 1 
conſideration with Trapwell, who 
chief aim was to be legally divorced 
from a woman he deteſted, Therefore, 
there was no remedy for the unhappy 
count, whe in vain offered to double 
the ſum : he found himſelf reduced to 
the bitter alternative of procuring im- 
mediate bail, or going dire&ly to 
te. | = | 
fan this dilemma he ſent a meſſenger 
to his friend Ratehkali, whoſe coun- 
tenance fell when he underſtood the 
count's condition; nor would he open 
his mouth in the ſtile of conſolation, 
until he had conſulted à certain ſolici- 
tor of his acquaintance, ho aſſured 
him the law abounded with ſuch re- 
ſources, as would infallibly ſcreen the 
detendant, had the fact been ftill more 
palpable than it was. He faid there 
was great umption to believe the 
count had fallen a+ facrifice to a con- 
ſpiraey, which by ſome means or other 
would be deteted z and, in Wm, 
I | . 
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- theplaintiff might obtain one ſhilling in 


lieu of damages. If that dependance 
ſhould fail, he hinted that, in all pro- 
bability, the witneſſes were not incor- 
ruptible; or ſhould they prove to be lo, 
one man's oath was as good as another's, 
and, thank Heaven! there was no dearth 
of evidence, provided money could be 


found to anſwer the neceſſary occaſions. 


Ratchkali, comforted by the ſe inſinu- 
ations, and dreading the reſentment 
our adventurer, who in his deſpair might 
puniſh him ſeverely for his want of 
friendſhip, by ſome precipitate expla- 
nation of the commerce they had car- 
ried on; moved, I ſay, by theſe conſi- 
derations, and moreover tempted with 
the proſpect of continuing to reap the 
advantages reſul ing from their con- 
junction, he and another perſon of cre- 
dit, with whom he largely dealt in 
jewels, condeſcended to become ſureties 
for the appearance of Fathom, who 
was accoruingly admitted to bail. Not 
but that the Tyroleze knew Ferdinand 
too well to confide in his parole: he 
depended chiefly upon his ideas of felf- 
intereſt, which he thought would per- 
ſuade him to riſk the uncertain iſſue of 
a trial, rather than quit the field before 
the harveſt was half over; and he re- 
ſolved to make his own retreat, without 
ceremony, ſhould our hero be unwiſe 
enough to ahandon his bail, | 

Such an adventure could not — lie 
concealed from the notice of the publick 
even if both parties had been at pains 
to ſuppreſs the circumſtances : but the 
plaintiff, far from ſeeking to cprer, af - 
teed to complain loudly of his mis- 
fortune, that he might intereſt his 
neighbours in his behalf, and raiſe a 
/ of rancour and animoſity, to in- 

vence the jury vgainſt this infolent 
foreigner, who had come over into 
England to debauch our wives and de- 
flower our daughters; while he employ- 
ed a formidable band of lawyers to 
ſuppont the indictment, which he laid 
for ten thouſand pounds damages. 
Meanwhile, Fathom and his aſſociate 
did not fail to take all proper meaſures 
for his defence; they retained a power- 
ful bar of counſel; and the ſolicitor 
was ſupplied with one hundred pounds 
after another, to anſwer the expence of 
ſecret lervice; fill aſſuring his elients 
that every thing was in an excellent 
train, and that his adverſary would gain 


face, Nevertheleſs, there was a ne+ 
ceſſity for poſtponing the trial, on ac< 
count of a material evidence, 
though he wavered, was not yet quite 
brought over; and the attorney found 
means to put off the decifion from term 
to term, until there was no quibble left 
for farther delay. While this ſuit was 
depending, our hero continued to move 
in his uſual ſphere; nor did the report 
of Ins ſituation at all operate to his dif- 
advantage in the polite world: on the 
contrary, it added a freſh plume to his 
character in the eyes of all thoſe who 
were not before acquainted with the 
triumphs of his gallantry. Notwith- 
ſtanding this countenance of his friends, 
he himſelf conſidered the affair in a very 
ſerious light; and perceiving that at 
any rate he muſt be a conſiderable loſer, 
he reſolved to double his aſſiduity in 
— —— he might be the more able 
to afford the extraordinary expence to 
which he was ſubjected. 2 


CHAP; I. 


FRESH CAUSE FOR EXERTING 18 
EQUANIMITY AND FORTITUDE., 


—_— reader may have obſerved, 
that Fathom, with all his circum- 


ſpection, had a weak fide, which ex- 
poſed him to fundry miſchances ; this 
was his covetouſneſs, which on ſome 
occaſions became too hard for his dif- 
eretion: at this period of time, it was 
by the circumſtances of his ſituation, 
inflamed to 4 degree of rapacity. He 
was now prevailed upon to take a hand 
at whilt or piquet, and even to wield 
the hazard-box; though he had hi- 
therto declared himſelf an irreconcite- 
able enemy to all forts of play; and ſo 
uncommon was his ſucceſs and dexteri 
at theſe exerciſes, as to ſarpiize his 
acquaintance, and arouze the fuſpiciorn 
of {ome people, who refined at his pro- 
ſperity. * 
But in nothing was his condo&@ more 
mexculable, than in givin way to the 
dangerous temerity of Ratchkali, which 
he had been always at pains to reſtrain, 
and permitting him to practiſe the .. 
fraud upon an Englifh nobleman, whic 
had been executed upon himſelf at 
Franckfort. In other words, the Ty- 
roleze, by the canal of Ferdinand* 
finger and recommendation,” fold”. 
| pebble 
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for a real brilliant, and in a few 
the cheat was diſcovered, to the 
ite confuſion of our adventurer ; 


who, nevertheleſs, aſſumed the guiſe of 


innocence with fo much art, and ex- 


ſhare 
imſelf 
with the reſtitution, which he inſiſted 


i] he ſhould be able to apprehend the 
— ear A ge 
ſcond for his own ſafety. In ſpite of 
exculpation, his character did 
— 6 a, which 
indeed the plaineſt s of innocence 
r con» 

nection with ſuch a palpable knave as 
Tyraleze appeared to be, had an 
to his prejudice, in the minds of 
all thoſe who were privy to the occur- 


When a man's reputation is once 


the malevolence of mankind, magnified 
into a ſtrong preſumption againſt the cul- 


: @ few whiſpers communicated by 
envious mouth of ſlander, which he 
can have no opportunity to anſwer and 
refute, ſhall, in the opinion of the world, 
convict him of the moſt horrid crimes ; 
and for one hypocrite who is decked 
with the honours of virtue, there are 
rwenty men who ſuffer the igno- 
miny of vice ; ſo well diſpoſed are indi- 
viduals to. trample upon the fame of 
their fellow-creatures. If the moſt un- 
blemiſhed merit is not protected from 
this injuſtice, it will not be wondered 
at that no quarter was given to the 
character of an adventurer like Fathom; 
who, among other unlucky occurrences, 
bad the misfortune to be ized a- 
bout this time, by his two Pariſian 
friends, Sir Stentor Stiles, and Sir Giles 


— ut 
worthy knights errant had re- 
turned to their own country, after hay- 


ing made a perous campai 
1 a the end of _ 4 
ever, narrow caped the 
gale; ad ng the "Pol = 
at the head of taſte and polite- 
beide, they immediately circulated the 
Rory of his defeat at Paris, with many 
ludicrous circumſtances of their own in- 
vention, and did not ſcruple to affirm 
that he was 2 rank it When 


ing out of his own pocket, 


brought in queſtion, every trifle is, by 
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the __ is raiſed upon a great man, he 
never fails to dwindle into contempt. 
Ferdinand began to 
in the countenance of his friends. His 
company was no longer ſolicited with 
that _—— which they had formerly 
expreſſed in his behalf: even his enter- 
tainments were neglected; when he ap- 
2 at any private or publick aſſem - 

ly, the ladies, inſtead of glowing with 
pleaſure, as formerly, now tittered, or 
regarded him with looks of diſdain ; 
and a certain pert, little, forward co- 
quette, with a view to put him out of 
countenance by raiſing the laugh at his 
expence, alked him one night, at a 
drum, When he had heard from his re- 
lations in Poland. She ſucceeded in 
her defign upon the mirth of the au- 

rence, but was diſappointed in the 
other part of her aim; for our hero 
replied, without the leaſt mark of diſ- 
compoſure, * They are all in good 
© health, at your ſervice, Madam: I wiſh 
© I knew in what part of the world your 
© relations reſide, that I might return 
the compliment. By this anſwer, 
which was the more ſevere, as the young 
lady was of very doubtful extraction, 


receive a change 


he retorted the laugh upon the aggreſſor, 


though he likewiſe failed in his at- 
tempt upon her temper: for ſhe was 
2 the only perſon preſent, who 
equalled himſelf in ſtability of counte- 
( 
otvyi in is a nce 
unconcern, he — deeply touched with 
theſe marks of alienation in the behavi- 
our of his friends, and foreſeeing in his 
own diſgrace the total ſhipwreck of his 
fortune, he entered into a melancholy 
deliberation with -himſelf about the 
means of retrieving his importance in 
the beau-monde, or of turning his ad- 
dreſs into ſome other channel, where be 
could ſtand upon a leſs flippery founda- 
tion. In this exerciſe of his thoughts, 
no ſcheme occurred more feaſible than 
that of ſecuring the booty he had made, 
and retiring with his aſſociate, who was 
alſo blown, into, ſome ather country z 
where their names and characters bein 
unknown; they might purſue their ol 
an of commerce without wry 
e imparted this ſuggeſtion to the Ty- 
— fu > . the propolal of 
decamping, though he combated, with 
all his might, our hero's inclination to 
withdraw himſelf before the trial, by 
repeating the aſſurances of the ny 


- 
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who told him he might depend upon be- 
ing reimburſed by the ſentence of the 
court for part of the ſums he had 
expended in the courſe of the profecu- 


tron, 

Fathom ſuffered himſelf to be per- 
ſuaded by theſe arguments, ſupported 
with the defire of making an honourable 
retreat ; and waiting patiently for the 
day of trouble, diſcharged his ſureties, 
by a perſonal appearance in court. Yet 
this was not the only ſcore he diſcharged 
that morning z the Dlicitor preſented his 
own bill before they ſet out for Weſt- 
minſter Hall, and gave the count to un- 
derftand that it was the cuſtom, from 
time immemorial, for the client to clear 
with his attorney before trial. Ferdi- 
nand had nothing to object againſt this 
eſtabliſhed rule, though he looked upon 
it as a bad omen, in ſpite of all the ſo- 
licitor's confidence and proteſtations; 
and he was not a little confounded, 
when looking into the contents, he found 
himſelf charged with three hundred and 
fifty attendances. He knew it was not 
his intereſt to diſoblige his lawyer at 
fuch a juncture; nevertheleſs, he could 
not help expoſtulating with him on this 
article, which ſ- to be ſo falſely 
ſtated with regard to the number z when 
his queſtions drew on an explanation, 
by which he found he had incurred the 

alty of three ſhillings and four-pence 
Fe every time he chanced to meet the 
conſcientious attorney, either in the 
Park, the coffee houſe, or the ſtreet, 


provided they had exchanged the com- 


mon falutation: and he had great reaſon 
to believe the ſolicitor had often thrown 
himſelf in his way, with a view to ſwell 

this item of his account. 
With this extortion our adventurer 
was fain to comply, becauſe he lay at 
the mercy of the caitiff; accordingly, 
he with a good grace paid the demand, 
which, including his former diſburſe- 
ments, amounted to three hundred arid 
fixty-five pounds, eleven ſhillings, three 
— three · farthings, and then pre · 

nting himſelf before the judge, quietly 
ſubmitted to the laws of the realm. His 
counſe} behaved like men of conſum- 
mate abilities in their profeſſion; they 
exerted themſelves with equal induſtry, 
eloquence, and erudition, in their en- 
deavours to perplex the truth, bro · beat 
the evidence, puzzle the judge, and miſ- 
lead the jury: but the defendant found 


Rimteif woefully difappointed in the de- 
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poſition of Trapwell's journeyman, 
whom the ſolicitor pretended to have 
converted to his intereſt: this witneſs; 
as the attorney afterwards declaredy 
played booty, and the facts came out ſo 
clear, that Ferdinand Count Fathom 
was convicted of criminal converſation 
with the plaintiff's wife, and caſt in fif- 
teen hundred pounds, under the deno- 
mination of damages. 

He was not ſo much ſurprized as af- 
flicted at this decifion, becauſe he ſaw 
it gradually approaching from the ex- 
amination of the firft evidence: his 
thoughts were now employed in caſting 
about for ſome method of deliverance 
from the ſnare in which he found him- 
ſelf intangled. To eſcape he foreſaw it 
would be impracticable, as Trapwell 
would undoubtedly be for ar- 
reſting him before he could quit Weſt- 
miniter Hall; he was too well acquaint- 
ed with Ratchkali's principles to expect 
any aſſiſtance from that quarter, in mo- 
ney- matters; and he was utterly averſe 
to the payment of the ſum awarded a- 

inſt him, which would have exhauſted 

is whole fortune. He therefore reſoly- 
ed to try the friendſhip of ſome perſons 


_. of faſhion, with whom he had mair- 


tained an intimacy of correſpondence; 
ſhould they fail him in the day of his 
neceſſity, he propoſed to have recourſe 
to his former ſureties, one of whom he 
meant to bilk, while the .other might 
accompany him in his retreat: or, ſhould 
both theſe expedients miſcarry, he de- 
termined, rather than part with his ef- 
fects, to undergo the moſt di able 
confinement, in hope of obtaining the 
gaoler's connivance at his eſcape. {5 
Theſe reſolutions being taken, he 
met” his fate with t fortitude and 
uanimity; and calmly ſuffered him- 
ſelf to be conveyed to the houſe of à 
ſheriff's officer; who, as he made his 
exit from the hall, according to his 
own expeCtation, executed a writ” a- 
gainſt him, at the ſuit of Trapwell, for 
a debt of two thouſand pounds. To 
this place he was followed by his foli- 
citor, who was allured by the pri 
of another job, and who with great de- 
monſtrations of ſatisfaion, congratu- 
lated him upon the b iſſue of the 
trial; arrogating to himſelf the merit of 


having ſaved him eight thouſand pounds 


in the aticle of damages, by the previ- 

ous ſteps he had taken, and the noble 

defence that he N his friends the 
co 
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* <ounſel had made for their client : he 
even hinted an expectation of receiving 
a gratuity for his extraordinary care and 
tion. 
. Fathom, galled as he was with his 
misfortune, and enraged at the effron- 
tery of this pettifogger, maintained a 
ſerenity of countenance, and ſent the 
attorney with a meſſage to the plaintiſf, 
importing, that as he was a foreigner, 
and could not be ſuppoſed to have fo 
much caſh about him, as to ſpare fif- 
teen hundred pounds from the funds of 
his ordinary expence, he would grant 
him a bond. payable in two months, 
during which period he ſhould be able 
to procure a proper remittance from his 
own eftate. While the folicitor was 
employed in this negociation, he diſ- 
tched his valet de chamber to one no- 
an, and Maurice to another, with 
billets, ſignifying the nature of the ver- 
dict which his adverſary had obtained, 
and deſired that each would lend him a 
thouſand pounds upon his parole, until 
he could negociate bills upon the con- 
tinent. 

His three meſſengers returned almoſt 

at the ſame inſtant of time; and theſe 
were the anſwers they brought back. 
. Trapwell abſolutely rejected his per- 
ſonal ſecurity z and threatened him with 
all the- horrors of a gaol, unleſs he 
would immediately diſcharge the debt, 
or procure ſufficieot bon4{men z and 
one of his quality-friends favoured him 
with this reply to his requeſt. 


© MY DEAR COUNT?! + 


C I Am mortally chagrined at the tri- 
* umph you have furniſhed to that 
* raſcally citizen. By the lard! the 
judge muſt have been in the terrors of 
* cuckoldom, to influence the deciſion 


« and the jury, a mere herd of horned 


5 beaſts, to bring in ſuch a barbarous 
* verdict. Egad! at this rate, no gen- 
„ tleman will be able to lie with another 
man's wie, but at the riſk of a curſed 


©*: proſecution, But, to wave this diſ- | 


s agreeable circumttance, which you 
©, muſt. {trive to forget; I declaie my 
©. mortification is ſtill the greater, be- 
s 'cauſe I cannot at preſent ſupply you 
* with the wifle your-preſent exigency 
requires; for, to tell you a ſecret, my 
* own finances are in damnable confu- 
5: fron. But a man of Count Fathom's 


figure and addreſs can never be puz - 


o o - . 
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© zled for the want of ſuch a paltry 
© ſum. Adieu, my dear count! We 
„ ſhall, I ſuppoſe, have the pleaſure of 
© ſeeing you to-morrow at White's: 
© meanwhile, I have the honour to be, 
© with the moſt perfect attachment, 
© yours, 

© GREZZLEGRIN,) 


The other noble peer, to whom he 
addreſſed himſelf on this occaſion, che- 
riſhed the ſame ſentiments of virtue, 
friendſhip, and generoſity; but his ex- 
preſſion was ſo different, that we ſhall, 
for the edification of the reader, tranſ- 
cribe his letter in his own words. 


© SIR, 


6 ] Was never more aſtoniſhed than 
© at the receipt of your very ex- 
< traordinary billet, wherein you ſo- 
© licit the loan of a thouſand pounds, 
* which you deſire may be ſent with 
the bearer, on the faith of your pa- 
* role. Sir, I have no money to ſend 
« youorlend you; and cannot help re- 
« peating my expreſſions of ſurprize at 
* your confidence in making ſuch a 
© ſtrange and unwarranted demand. It 
is true, I may have made profeſſions 
© of friendſhip while I looked upon 
© you as a perſon of honour and good 
* morals; but now that you are con- 
« victed of ſuch a flagrant violation of 
the laws of that kingdom where you 
have been treated with ſuch hoſpita- 
© lity and reſpect, I think myſelf fully 
* ablolved from any ſuch conditional 
« promiſe, which indeed is never inter- 
« preted into any other than a bare com - 
« pliment. I am ſorry you have in- 
volved your character and fortune in 
* ſuch. a diſagreeable affair, and am, 
„Sir, yours, &c. | 


© TROMPINGTON,” 


Ferdinand was not ſuch a novice in 
the world as to be diſappointed at theſe 
repulſes; eſpecially as he had laid v 
little ſtreſs upon the application, whic 
was made by way 4 an experiment 


upon the gratitude or caprice of thoſe 
two noblemen, whom he had actually 
more than once obliged with the ſame 
ſort of aſſiſtance which he now ſolicited, 
conſiderable a- 


farther to expe& 
from 


though not to ſuch a 
mount. 


Haig nothing 
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from the faſhionable world, he ſent the 
Tyroleze to the perſon who had been 


bail for his appearance, with full in- 


ſtructions to explain his preſent occaſion 
in the moſt favourable light, and de- 
fire he would reinforce the credit of the 
count with his ſecurity : but that gen- 
tleman, though he placed the moſt per- 


tect confidence on the honour of our 


hero, and would have willingly entered 
into bonds again for his 8 ap- 
pearance, was not quite ſo well fatisfied 
of his circumſtances, as to become liable 
for the payment of two thouſand pounds; 
an expence which, in his opinion, the 
finances of no foreign count were able 
to defray : he therefore lent a deaf ear 
to the moſt preſſing remonſtrances of 
the ambaſſador, who had recourſe to ſe· 
veral other merchants with the ſame 
bad ſucceſs; ſo that the priſoner, de- 
ſpairing of bail, endeavoured to per- 


. ſuade Ratchkali, that it would be his 


intereſt to contribute a thouſand pounds 
towards his diſcharge, that he might be 
enabled to quit England with a good 


grace, and execute his part of the plan 
they had ov ragrh 2. 


80 ul was his eloquence on 
the . mY ſtrength of ar- 
gument did he uſe, that even the Ty- 
roleze ſeemed convinced, though reluc- 
tantly, and agreed to advance the ne- 
ceſſary ſum upon the bond and judg- 
ment of our adventurer, who being diſ- 
abled from tranſacting his own affairs 
in perſon, was obliged to intruſt Ratch- 
kali with his keys, papers, and power 
of attorney, under the check and in- 
ſpection of his faithful Maurice and the 
ſolicitor, whoſe fidelity he beſpoke with 
the promiſe of an ample recompence. 


CHAP, III. 
THE BITER IS BIT. 


| ET, he had no ſooner committed 
his effects to the care of this tri- 


umvirate, than his fancy was viſited 
with direful warnings, which produced 
cold ſweats and palpitations, and threw 


him into ſuch agonies of apprehenſion 
as he had never known before. Here- 


membered the former deſertion of the 


Tyroleze, the recent villainy of the ſo- 
licitor, and recolle&ed the remarks he 


had made upon the diſpoſition and cha- 


racter of his valet, which evinced him 2 
fit companion for the other two. 

Alarmed at theſe refleftions, he in- 
treated the bailiff to indulge him with a 
viſit to his own lodgings ; and even of- 
fered one hundred guineas as a gratifica- 
tion for his compliance. . But the of- 
ficer, who had formerly loſt a confide- 
rable ſum by the eſcape of a priſoner, 
would not run any riſk in an affair of 
ſuch conſequence, and our hero was 
obliged to fubmit to the tortures of his 
own preſaging fears. After he had 
waited five hours in the moſt racking 
impatience, he — 5 attorney enter 
with all the marks of hurry, fatigue, 
and conſternation, and heard bim ex- 


claim, * Good God! have you ſeen the 


© gentleman ?” 

Fathom found his fears realized in 
this interrogation, to which he anſwered 
in a tone ot horror and diſmay, What 
« gentleman ? I ſuppoſe Tam robbed. 
Speak and keep me no longer in fuſ- 
© pence.” Robbed !” cried the attor- 
_ the Lord forbid ! I hope you can 
depend upon the perſon you 1 
©ed to — Tonk wala and caſh. 
© I muſt own his proceedings are a lit - 
« tle extraordinary; for, after he had 
© rummaged your ſeritore, from which 
© in preſence of me and your ſervant, 
© he took one hundred and fifty gui- 
© neas, a parcel of diamond rings and 
buckles, according to this here myen- 
tory, which I wrote. with my own 
hand, and Eaſt-India bonds to the 
tune of five hundred more, we ad- 
journed to Garraway's, where he left 
me alone, under pretence of going to 
a broker of his acquaintance who lived 
in the neighbourhood, while the valet, 
as I imagined, waited for us in the 
alley. Well, Sir, he ſtayed fo long, 
that I began to be uneaſy, and at 
length reſolved to fend the ſervant in 
gon of him, but when I went out 
or that pupoſe, deuce a ſervant was 
to be found. Though I in perſon 
enquired for him, at every alehouſe 
within half a mile of the place. I 
then diſpatched no leſs than five ticket - 
porters upon the ſcent after them; and 
I myſelf, by a direction from the bar- 
keeper, went to Signior Ratchkali's 
lodgings z where, as they told me, 
he had not been ſeen ſince nine o'clock 
in the morning. Upon this intima- 
5 tion, I came directly hither, to give 

; P2 you 
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© you timely notice, that you may with - 
© out delay take meaſures for your own 
© ſecurity. The beſt thing you can do, 
© is to take out writs for apprehending 
6 — in the 2 of ME, 
1 + Kent, and Eſſex, and I ſhall 
5 42 the hands of truſty and 
4 diligent officers, who will ſoon ferret 
© him ont of his lurkiog-place, pro- 
© vided he ſculks within ten miles of 
© the bills of mortality: to be ſure the 
« job will be expenſive; and all theſe 
« ryngers muſt be paid before-hand. 
© But, what then? the defendant is 
9 . owder, and if we can once 
© ſecure 


78 * I warrant the proſecu- 
will quit coſt. 

— a reg choaked with 
concern and reſentment at the news of 
this miſchange, fo that he could not ut - 

one until this narrative was 
aniſhed, Nor was bis ſuſpicion confin - 
ed to the Tyroleze and his own lacquey ; 
he conſidered the ſolicitor as their ac- 
complice and director, and was ſo much 
proyoked at the latter part of his ba- 
rangue, that his diſcretion ſeemed to 
vanuſh, and collaring the attorney, 
Villain !' faid be, you para have 
. © been a principal actor in this robbery ;* 

— 4. * by - ſtanders, and I 
debre, in the king's name, that he 
may be ſecured, until I can make 
© oath before a magiſtrate, in ſupport 
of the charge. If you refuſe your 
« aſhtance-1n detaining him, I will 
4 immediate application to one of 
© the ſecretaries o ttate, who is my. 
particular friend, and he will ſee juſ- 
© tice done to all parties. 

At mention of this formidable name, 
the bailiff and bis whole family were in 


a. *% 


commotion, to obſtruft the retreat of, 


the wyer, who ſtood aghaſt, and 
r under the graſp of our adven- 
2 3 as he und 7 
lirered from this embrace, by the in - 
— of the ſpectators, and col- 
lected his ſpirits, which had been ſud - 
denly diſſi by Fathom's unexpected 
aJau]t, he began to diſplay one art of 
his occupation, which he always te- 
for extraordinary accafions ; this 
IF. talent of ubuſe, which he poured 
forth with ſuch fluency of opprobrious 
language, that our hero, 5 as 
he was, and almoſt deſperate with bis 
loſs, deviated from that temperance of 
behaviour which he had bitherto re- 
ſerved, and ſnatching, up the poker, 
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with one ſtroke opened a deep 
vpon the attorney's ſkull, that exten 
from the hind head, almoſt to the up- 
per part of the noſe, upon each ſide of 
which it diſcharged a ſanguine ſtream. 
Notwithſtanding the pain of this appl- 
cation, the [pas was tranſported 
with joy at the ſenſe of the ſmart, and 
inwardly congratulated himſelf upon 
the appearance of his own blood, which 
he no ſooner perceived, than he fan 
ed, I'm a dead man! and fell upon 
the floor at full lengtn. 
e 2 2 * ſur · 
n in the ne urhooq, Who hay! 
Se 8 declared — 
was a dangerous depreſſion of the fir 
table of the ſkull, and that if he cou 
ſave the patient's life without the appli- 
cation of the trepan, it would be one 
of the greateſt cures that ever were per- 
formed. By this time, Fathom's 
tranſport being overblown, he ſum- 
7 ned up his whole reſolution, and re- 
ected upon his own ruin, with that 
fortitude which had never failed him in 
e of his 5 ye diſ- 
tu at the prognoſtick o ſurgeon, 
which he conſidered 10 . 1 bt — 
of view: Sir,“ ſaid . Lam u 
* ſo unacquainted with the reſiſtance of 
* an attoryey's ſkull, as to believe the 
* chaſtiſement I have beſtowed Ay 5-4 
will at all endanger his life, which is 
in much greater jeopardy. from the 
hands of the common executioner; 
© for, notwithſtanding this accident, I 
am determined to. proſecute the raſcal 
for robbery, with the utmoſt ſeverity 
© of the law; wh ht I may have a 
« ſufficient fund leſt for that proſecu - 
tion, I ſhall nat at preſent throw away. = 
one farthing in unneceflary expence, | 
but inſiſt upon being conveyed to pri- 
* ſon without farther delay.“ 

This declaration was equally unwel- 
come to the bailiff, ſurgean, and ſoli- 
citorz who, upon the Ration that 
the count was a perſon of fortune, 
and would rather part with an igpmeyle 
ſum, than incur the ignominy of a 
gaol, or involve himſelf ib another giſ- 
E law-ſuit, had reſolved to fleece 

im to the utmoſt of their power. But, 
now the attorney finding him determin- 
ed to ſet his fate at deflauce, apd to 
retort upon him a proſegutiop which be 
had no mind to undergo, began to re- 


pent heartily of the proyocatipn he had 
on ſome 


method 


given, and to think ſeriouſly 
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od to overcome the obſtinacy of the 
incenſed forejgner. With this view, 
while the bail conducted him to bed 
in another apartment, he deſired the 
catchpole to act the part of mediator 
between him and the count, and fur- 
niſhed him with proper inſtructions for 
that purpoſe. Axcordinglys the land- 
lord on his return, told Fathom that 
he was ſyre the ſolicitor was not a man 
or 
Gd wi of bis ſenſes, and praying to 
od with great deyotion, for mercy to 
is murderer; he then exhorted him 
with many proteſtations of friendſhip, 
to compromiſe the unhappy affair by 
exchanging releaſes with the attorney 
before his delirium ſhould be knowp, 
otherwiſe he would bring himſelf into 
moſt dangerovs premunire, whether 
the plaiotiff ſhould die of his wound, 
or live to proſecute him for the aſſault. 
And with regard to your charge of 
©, robbery again him," aid he, as it 
cis no more than a bare ſuſpicion, un- 
© ſupported by the leaſt ſhadow of evi- 
© dence, the Ful would be thrown out, 
« and then be might ſue you for da- 
© mages. I therefore, out of pure 
* friendſhip and good nature, adviſe 
you to compromiſe the affair, and if 
© you think proper, will endeavour to 
5 Fin about a mutual releaſe,” 
Our hero, whoſe aſſion was by this 
time pretty well cooled, ſaw reaſon for 
aſſenting to the propoſal; upon which 
the deed was immediately executed, the 
mediator's hill was diſcharged, and Fer- 
dinand conveyed in a hackney-coach to 
Piſs after be had impowered his own 
andlord to. diſcharge is ſervants, and 
convert his effects into ready money. 
us be ſaw himſelf, in the courle of 
a few boury, deprived of his reputation, 
rank, liberty, and friends; and his for - 
tune reduced from two thouſand pounds, 
to ſomething leſs than two hundred, fifty 
of which he had carried to gaol in his 
t. ; 


. CHAP. Iv. 


OUR ADVENTURER Is MADE Ac- 
- QUAINTED WITH A NEW SCENE 
OF LIFE; 


UST as he entered theſe manſions 
of miſery, his ears were invaded 
an hoarſe and dreadful voice, ex- 


umi g, * You, Beſs Beetle, ſcore a 


this world ; for that he had left him 
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a pennyworth 


a pint of moun · 
tain to the king, and ſtop credit till 
the bill is paid; he is now debtor for 
fifteen ſhillings and ſixpence, and damn 
me if I truſt him one farthing more, 
if he was the beſt king in Chriſten- 
dom: and d'ye hear, ſend Ragged- 
head with five pounds of potatoes for 
Major Macleaver's ſupper, and let him 


couple of freſh 
of butter, and 


have what drink he Wants; the fat 


c 
c 
c 
- 
c 
4 
4 
c 
c 
6 
« 
© widow gentlewoman from Pimlico 
* has promiſed to quit his ſcore. Sir 
Mungo Barebones may have fome 
* haſty-pudding and ſmall-beer, though 
© I don't expect to ſee his coin, no more 
© than to receive the eighteen pence I 
* laid out for a pair of breeches to his 
© backſide. What then? he's a quiet 
© ſort of a body, and a great ſcholar, 
© and it was a ſcandal to the place, to 
© ſee him going about in that naked 
condition: as for the mad Frenchman 
© with the beard, if you give him fa 
© much as a cheeſe-paring, you b—ch, 
I'll ſend you back to the hole among 
© your old companions; an impudent 
© dog! I'll teach him to draw his ſword 
© upon the governor of an Engliſh 
« priſon. What! I ſuppoſe he thought 
6 fe had to do with a French hang- 
* tayg-dang, rabbit him! he ſhall cat 
© his white feather before I give him 
© credit for a moxſel of bread.” 
Although our adventurer was very 
little dilpoled, at this juncture, to make 
obſervations foreign to his own affairs 
he could not help taking notice of theſe 
extraordinary injunctions; elpecially 
thoſe concerning the perſon who was 
intitled king, whom, however, he ſup- | 
poſed to be ſome priſoner elected as he | 
agiſtrate by the joint ſuffrage of hi 
Elder. Having taken poſſeſſion 
his chamber, which he rented at five 
ſhillings a week, and being ill at eaſe in 
his own thoughts, he forthwith ſecured 
his door, undrefled, and went to bed; in 
which, though it was none of the moſt 
elegant or inviting couches, he enjoyed 
provoung repoſe after the accumulated 
atigues and mortifications of the day. 
Next 2 after breakfaſt, the 
keeper entered his apartment, and gay 
2 underſtand, that the W wb 
under his care, having heard of the 
count's arrival, had deputed one of 
their number to wait upon him with the 


compliments of condolance, ſuitable to 
to become 
a member 


the occaſion, and invite him 
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a member of their ſociety. Our hero 
could not politely diſpenſe with this in- 
ſtance of civility, and their ambaſſador 
being inſtantly introduced by the name 
of tain Minikin, ſaluted him with 
great ſolemnity. 
This was a perſon equally remark - 
able for his extraordinary figure and ad- 
ſs j his age ſeemed to border upon 
orty A his __ amounted to five feet; 
is vi was long, meagre, and wea- 
2 rh; 8 af} K, though not 
quite rueful, exhibited à certain for- 
mality, which was the reſult of care 
and conſcious importance. He was 
very little encumbered with fleſh and 
blood ; yet, what body he had, was 
well-proportioned, his limbs were ele- 
gantly turned, and by his carriage he was 
well intitled to that compliment which 
we pay to any perſon, when we fay he 
has very much the air of a gentleman. 
2 was alſo an evident ſingulatity in 
is dreſs, which, though intended as 
n improvement, appeared to be an ex- 
travagant exaggeration of the mode, 
and at once evinced him an original to 
the diſcerning, £yes of our adventurer, 
who received him wich his uſual com- 
plaiſance, and made a very eloquent 
ape e of the honour and, 
fatisfaQtion he received from the viſit of 
repreſentative, and the hoſpitality 
of his conflituents. The captain's pe- 
culiaritzes were not confined to his ex- 
ternal appearance; for his voice reſem- 
bled the ſound of a baſſoon, or the ag- 
gregate hum of 'a whole bee-hive; and 
is diſcourſe. was almoſt nothing elſe 
than a. ſeries of quotations from the 
Engliſh poets, interlarded with French 
raſes, which he retained for their 
ificance, on the recommendation of 
his friends, being himſelf unacquainted 
with that or any other outlandiſh tongue, 
Fathom finding this gentleman of a 
very communicative diſpoßtion, thought 
he could not have a fairer opportunity 
of Tearniog the hiftory of his fellow- 
priſoners ; and turning the converſation 
on that ſubject, was not diſappointed 
in his. expectation. I don't doubt, 
© Sir,” ſaid he, with the utmoſt ſolemnity 
of declamiition, but you look with 
© horror upon every obied that ſur- 
* rounds you in this uncomfortable 
© place; but nevertheleſs here are ſome, 
* who, as my friend Shakeſpeare has it, 
„ have ſeen Laer days, and have with 


4 holy bell been knolled to churc ; and 


FERDINAND COUNT FATHOM. 


« ſat at good men's feaſts, 'and wiped 
4e r eyes of drops that ſacred pity 
* hath engendered.” You muſt know, 
© Sir, that excluſive of the canarlle or 
«© the hho ci vulgus, as they are 
* ftiled by Horace, there are ſeveral 
© ſmall communities in the priſon con- 
« liſting of people who are attracted b 

© the manners and diſpoſitions of each 
other: for this place, Sir, is quite a 
© microcoſm,” and as the great world, 
* 0 is this a © ſtage, and All the men 
% and women merely players.“ For m 

© own part, Sir, I have always made it 
© a maxim to ©affociate' with the beſt 
c company I can find: not that I pre- 
© tend to boaſt of my family or extrac- 
tion; becauſe yuu know, as the poet 
© ſays, vi ea mira voco. My fa- 
* ther, 'tis true, was a man that piqued 
© himſelf upon his pedigree,” as w as 
upon his politeſſe and perſonal merit z 
© for he had been a very old officer in 
©'the army, and I myſelf may ſay I 
vas born with a ſpontoon in my hand. 
Sir, I have had the honour to ſerve 
his majeſty theſe twenty years, and 
have been bandied about in the courſe 
© of duty, through alf the Britiſh plan - 
* tations, and you ſee the recompence 
of all my ſervice. But this is a diſ- 
agreeable fybjeR, and therefore I ſhalf 
waye it; however, as Butler obſerves, 


== . =. x. 


„ My gnly, comfort is, that now 
My dubboit fortane is fo low, 


„That either it muft quickly end, f 
1 


« Or turn about again 0 men 
And now to return from this di- 
„ greſſion, you will perhaps, be ſur- 
« prized to hear that the head or chair- 
© man of our club, is really a ſovereign 
prince. No lefs, I'll a 


fs, | ure you, than 
* the celebrated Theodore; King of 
© Corſica, who lies in priſon for a debt 
© of a few hundred pounds. Heu 
© quantum mutatus ab illo. It is not 
© my buſineſs to cenſure the conduct of 
my ſuperiors ; but I always ſpeak my 
mind in a cavalier manner, and as, 
according to the Spectator, talking 
to a friend is no more than thinking) 
aloud, entre nous,” his Corſican ma- 
« jeſty has been ſcurvily treated by a 
c 877 adminiſtration: be that as it 
© will, he is a perſonage of a very port- 
© ly ap aries” and fs quit 17 8 of 
« the bienſeance. Beſides, they will 
© find it their intereſt to have 


A a «a ax a 


recourſe 
5 again 
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© again to his alliance; and in that caſe 
£ ſome of us may expect to profit by his 
© reſtoration : but few words are beſt. 

He that maintains the ſecond rank 
* in our aſſembly, is one Major Mac- 
« Jeaver, an Iriſh gentleman, who has 
t ſerved abroad: a foldier of fortune, 
Sir, a man of unqueſtionable honour 
and. courage; but a little over-bear- 
ing, in conſequence of his knowledge 
and experience. He is a perſon of a 
good addreſs, to be ſure, and quite free 
© of the mauvaiſe bonte; and he may 
© have'ſeen a good deal of ſervice : but 
© what then; other people may be as 
good as he, though they have not had 
6 uch opportunities. If he ſpeaks five 
cor fix languages, he does not pretend 
< to any taſte in the liberal arts, which 
„are the criterion of an acompliſhed 
+ gentleman, The next is Sir Mungo 
6 — the repreſentative of a ve- 
© ry ancient family in the North; his 
© affairs are very much derangee, but 
he is a gentleman of great probity and 
© learning, and at preſent engaged in a 
© very grand ſcheme, which, if he can 
© bring it to bear, will render him fa- 
mous to all poſterity : no leſs than the 
© converſion of the Jews and the Gen- 
© tiles. The proje&, I own, looks chi- 
© merical to one who has not converſed 
« with the author; but, in my opinion, 
he has clearly demonſtrated, from an 
© anagrammatical analylis of a certain 
Hebrew word, that his preſent ma- 
« jeſty, whom God preſerve! is the per- 
© ſon pointed at in Scripture as the tem- 
« poral Meſſiah of the Jews; and if he 
could once raiſe by ſubſcription fuch 
« a trifling ſum as twelve hundred thou- 
© ſand pounds, I make no doubt but 
© he would accompliſh his aim, vaſt and 
-© romantick as jt ſeems to be. 

© Beſides theſe, we have another meſſ- 
© mate, who is a French chevalier, an 
odd ſort of a man, a kind of Lazarillo 
De Tormes, a caricatura; he wears 
© © a long beard, pretends to be a great 
poet, and makes a damned fracas 
© with his verſes. The king has been 
© obliged to exert his authority over 
him more than once, by ordering him 
© into cloſe confinement, for which he 
was ſo raſh. as to ſend his majeſty a 
challenge; but he afterwards made 
© his ſubmiſſion,” and was again taken 
into favour: the truth is, I believe 
his brain is a little diſordered, and he 
15 1 A 01 | 


4 4 4 


© being a ſtranger, we overlook his ex- 
© travagancies, | 

Sir, we ſhall think ourſelves happy 
in your acceſſion to our ſociety ; you 
will be under no ſort of reſtraint ; for, 
though we dine at one table, every 
individual calls and pays for his own 
meſs. Our converſation, ſuch as it is, 
will not, I hope, be diſagreeable; and 
though we have not opportunities of 
© breathing the pure Arcadian air, and 
cannot“ under the ſhade of melan- 
© choly boughs, loſe and negle& the 
« creeping hours of time,” we may en- 
joy ourſelves over a glaſs of punch 
or a diſh of tea: nor are we deſtitute 
© of friends, who viſit us in theſe ſhades 
of diſtreſs. The major has a nume- 
* rous acquaintance of both ſexes; a- 
© mong others, a firſt-couſin of good 
© fortune, who, with her daughters, 
often chear our ſolitude: ſhe is a 
very ſenſible lady-like gentle woman; 
© and the young ladies have a certain 
* degagee air, that plainly ſhews they 
© have ſeen the beſt company. Be- 
« fides, I will venture to recommend 
© Mrs. Minikin, as a woman of tole- 
© rable breeding and capacity; who, I 
6 
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hope, will not be found altogether de- 
fictent in the accompliſhments of the 
ſex. So that we find means to make 
little parties, in which the time glides 
away inſenibly, Then I have a ſmall 
collection of books, which are at your 
ſervice, You may amuſe yourſelf 
with Shakeſpeare, or Milton, or Don 
Quixote, or any of our modern au- 
thors that are worth reading ; ſuch 
as the Adventures of Lovell, Lady 
* Frail, George Edwards, Joe Thomp- 


© ſon, Bampfylde More Carew, Young | 


5 Scarron, and Miſs Betſy Thought- 


© leſs: and if you have a taſte for draw- 


ing, I can entertain you with a par- 
x — of prints by the beſt maſters.” 11 
A man of our hero's politeneſs, could 
not help expreſſing himſelf in the warm - 
eſt terms of gratitude for this courteous 
declaration. He thanked the captain in 
particular for his obliging offers, and 
begged he would be ſo good as to pre- 
ſent his reſpects to the ſociety, of which 
he. longed to be a member. It was de- 
termined, therefore, that Minikin ſhould 
return in an hour, when the count would 
be drelied, in order to conduct him into 
the preſence of his majeſty ; and he had 
already taken his leave for the preſent 
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when all of a ſudden he came back, and 
taking hold of a waiſtcoat that lay up- 


on à chitir, © Sir, ſaid he, © give me 
© leave to look at that fringe? I think 
« it is the moſt elegant knreting I evet 
© five? But Sir, are not theſe 
4 out of faſhion : I thought plain 
4 felk, ſuch as this that I wear, had 
© Heen the mode; with the pockets very 
« low.” Before Fathom had time to 
mike any fort of reply, he took notice 
of his hat and pumps ; the firſt of which 
He faid was narrow in the brims, 
znt the laſt an inch too low in the heels: 
indeed, they formed a remarkable con- 
traſt with Mis on; for, exclwhrre of the 
faſhion of the cock, which feſembled 
the form of à Reman galley, the brim 
of his hat, if properly ym would 
have projected a ſhade ſufficient to thel- 
ter à whole file of #0 (queteers from the 
heat of a ſummer's ſun ; and the heels 
of his ſhots were ſo high, as to raiſe his 
feet three inches at leaſt from the fur- 
face of the earth. 1 
Having made theſe obſervations for 
the credit of his taſte, he retired; and 
returning at the time appointed, accom- 
panied Ferdinand to the apartment of 
the king, at the doors of which their ears 
were invaded with a ſtrange ſound, be- 
ing that of a human voice imitating the 
noiſe of a drum. The ca 
this alarm, made a full ſtop, and giv- 
ing the count to underſtand that his ma- 
y was buſy, red he would not 
rake it amiſa, if the introduction ſhould 
be delayed for à few moments. Fa- 
thom, curious to know the meaning of 
what he had heard, applied to his guide 
for information, and learned that the 
king and the major, whom he had no- 
niinated to the poſt of his general in 
chief, were emp in landing troops 
upon the Genoeſe territory: that is, 
they were ſettling before hand the man · 
ner of their diſembarkation. 
He then, by the direction of his con- 
duftor, tetonnoitred them — the 
ey-bole, and perceived the ſovereign 
— bis miniſter fitting on oppoſite ſides 
of a deal-Doard table, covefed with a 
chart or map, upon which he ſaw 
* t number of muſſel} and oyſter- 
| le, ranged itt a certain order, and at 
a little diftarice ſeveral _—_ ſquares 
and r ſmall 
pieces. The prince himſelf, whoſe eyes 
were 2 ſpectac les, ſurvey 


this armament with great attention, whi 
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the general put the whole in action, and 
conducted their motions by beat of drum. 
The maſcte-ſhells; according to Mini- 
kin's r 10 ' the franſ- 
ts, the oyſter - hells were conſidered 
as the men of war that covered the 
s in landing, and the pieces of card 
exhibited the di bodies into which 
the army was formed upon it's diſem· 
barkation, g 
As an affair of fuch confequence could 
not be tranſacted without oſition, 
they had provided divers ambuſcades, 
conſiſting of the enemy, whom they re- 
preſented by —— x and accord- 
mgly, General Macleaver perceiving the 
ſaid grey-peaſe marchi g ſhore, 
to attack his forces before they could be 
drawn up in battalia, thus addreſſed 
himſelf to the oyſter-ſhells in an audi. 
ble voice: You men of wart don't you 
+ ſee the front of the enemy advancing, 
and the reſt of the detathment follow- 
© ing out of ſight? Arrah I the devil 
© burn you, why don't you come afhore 
and open your batteries? 80 ſaying, 
he puſhed the ſhells towards the breach, 
performed. the cannonading with his 
voice ; the - peaft were ſoon in 
confuſion, v4 neral was [= qu 
cards marehed forwards in order of 
battle; and the enemy ww. | 
with great precipitation, they took poſ- 
ſeſſion of 2 — farther 
difficulty. | 


CHAP. v. 


HE CONTEMPLATES MAJESTY AND 
IT'S SATELLITES IN ECLIPSE, ' 


HIS expedition being happily fi- 
* niſhed, General 2 — the 
whole army, navy, tranſports, and ſcene 
of action, into a'tcafivas bag; the prince 
unſiddled bis noſe, and Captain Mint- 
kin being admitted, our hero was in- 
troduted in form. Very gracious ws 
the reception he met with his ma- 
jeſty ; who, with a moſt princely de- 
meanour, welcomed him to court, and 
even ſeated him on his right-hand, in 
— 4 True it is, 

lis nee · chamber was not fo b, 

— nee of the king ng. 
mificent; as to render ſuch an honour in- 
toxieating to any perſou of our hero's 
eoolneſs and diſcretion : in lieu of ta- 
peſtry, the apartment was hung Terz 
Alt- 


ju = 
* day? ec” 
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balfpenny ballads ;"a'truckle-bed with- 
out curtains, ſupplied the place of a ca- 
nopy; and, inſtead of a crown, his 

ajeſty wore a woollen night-cap. Vet, 
in ſpite of thefe diſadvantages, there 
was an air of dignity in his deportment, 
and a nice phyſiognomilt would have 


*s 


| pn ſomething majeſtick in the fea- 


res of his countenance,  * "7 

He was certainly a perſonage of a 
yery ere Nas ** . 
were engaging, his converſation agree - 
able, and any man whoſe heart was 
ſubject to the meltings of humanity 
would have deplored his diſtreſs an 
looked upon him as a moſt pathetick 
inſtance of that miſerable reverſe to 
which all human grandevr is expoſed. 
His fall was even greater than thai of 
Belifarius; who, after having obtained 
many NIE victories over the ene- 
mies of his country, is ſaid to have been 
reduced to ſuch extremity of indigence, 
that in his old age, When he de- 
prived of his eye-ſight, he fat upon the 

ighway like a common mendicant, im- 


ploring the charity of pallengers, in the 


iteous exclamation of * Date obolum Be- 

lifario;* that is, Spare a farthing to 
your poor old foldier Belifarius.” 1 
ſay, this general's dil was not ſo 
remarkable as that of Theodore, becauſe 
he was the ſervant of Juſtinian, conſe- 
quently his fortune depended upon the 
nod of that emperor ; whereas the other 
actually poſſeſſed the throne of fove- 


_  reignty by the beſt of all titles, namel 
the unanimous election of the peop 


: 


over whom he reigned ; and attrafted 
the eyes of all Europe, by the efforts he 
made in breaking the bands of 1 
ſion, and vindicating that Uberty which 
is the birth · right of man. 
The Englim of former days, alike 
nown. 1 for generofity and valour, 
reated thoſe hoffile princes whoſe fate 
it was to wear their chains, with ſuth 
delicacy of benevolence, as. even dif- 
pelled the hotrors of captivity ; but 


their poſterity of this refined age, feel 
no_colnpunQion at ſeeing an unfor- 
tunate monach, their former friend, 


ally, and partizan, languiſh amidſt the 


miſeries of a loathſome gaol, for à pal, 
try debt contracted in their on fer ice. 
But tnoralleſiig apart; our hero 1 not; 
long converſeqd with this extraord nat f 
debtor, who in his preſent condig6t' af. 
med no other titie than that of Baton, 
he perceived in him a fpirit of 


Wixotiſm, which all his experience, to- 
. with the viciſſitudes of his for · 
tune, had not been able to overcome z 
not that his ideas ſoared to ſuch a pitch 
of extravagant hope as that which took, 
poſſeſſion of his meſſmates, who fre- 
uently quarrelled one with anoth 
about the degrees of fayour to whic 
they ſhould be intitled after the king 
reftoration ; but he firmly believed tat 
affairs would ſpeedily take ſuch a ty 
in Italy, as would point out to the En- 
liſh court the expediency of employjr 
im again; and this perſuaſion ſen 
to ſupport him N eyery ſpecies. 
verty and mortification, e 
While they were buſy in trimim 


the balance of power on the other kde of b 


the Alps, their deliberations were in- 
terrupted by the arrival of a une 
who came to receive their orders touch: 
ing the bill of fare for dinner nd is 
majeſty found much more difficulty in 


ſettling this important concern, than in 


compromiling all the differences between 


the emperor and the Queen of Spain. 


At length, however, General Maclea- 
ver undertook the office of putveyor fi 
his prince: Captain Minikin inſiſt 
upon treating the count ; and in a little 
time the table was covered with a clo 
which, for the ſake of my delicate read- 
ers, I ſhall not attempt to deſcribe, 
At this period they were joined by Sir 
Mungo Barebones; who having fou 
means to purchaſe à couple of mutton 
chops,. had cooked a meſs of broth, 
which he now brought in a ſaucepan to 
the general rendezyous, This was the 
moſt remarkable object which had his» 
therto preſented itſelf to the eyes of Fa · 
thom : being naturally of a meagre ba 
bit, he was, by indigence and bard fty 
wore almoſt to the hone, and ſo bend 
towards the earth, that in walking, his 
body deſcribed at leaſt t go degrees of a 
circle, The want of ſtockings and ſhoes 
he * with a jockey ſtrait boot 
and a half jack. His thighs and mid - 
le were caſed in a monſtrous paix o 
rown trunk breeches, which the ge 
bought for his uſe from the executor 
a Dutch ſeaman, who bad lately died 
in the gaol : his lurt retained no hgos 
df it's original colour ;. his body was. 
ſirvuded in an old, greaſy tattered, plaid, 


night-gown; 4 blue and white hangs, 


cerchief forrounded bis heady, and; big 


lvoky- betdketied that immenle Toad 
care which he had voluntarily incurred 
Q_ for 
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for the eternal ſalvation of ſinners. Yet 
this fi uncouth as it was, made his 
compliments to our adventurer in terms 
of the moſt elegant addreſs, and in the 
courſe of converſation diſcloſed a great 
fund of valuable knowledge. He had 
| in; the t world, and bore 
offices of dignity and truſt with 
univerſal applauſe : bis courage was un- 
doubted, his morals were unimpeached, 
and his perſon held in great veneration 
and eſteem; when his evil genius en- 
him iin the ſtudy of Hebrew, 

the myſteries of the Jewiſh religion, 
which fairly diſordered his brain, and 
rendered him incapable of managing his 


temporal affairs. When e ought to 


have been employed in the functions of 
his poſt, he was always rapt in viſion- 
conferences wit oſes on the 
nt; rather than regulate the ceco- 
., nomy of his. houſhold, he choſe to ex- 
ert his endeavours in ſettling the pre- 
ciſe meaning of the word Elobim; and 
having diſcoyered that now the period 
was come, when the Jews and Gentiles 
- would be converted, he poſtponed every 
other conſideration, in order to facilitate 
that great and glorious event. 
By this time, Ferdinand had ſeen 
every member of the club, except the 


French chevalier, who ſeemed to be 


quite neglected by the ſociety; for his 
name was not. once mentioned during 
this communication, and they ſat down 
to dinner without aſking whether be was 
dead or alive. The king regaled him- 
ſelf with a plate of ox-cheek ; the ma- 
„ who complained that his ee 
forſaken him, amuſed himſelf with 
fome 4 888, malaxed with ſalt 
- butter; the knight indulged upon his 
foup and bouille, and the captain en- 
tertained our adventurer with a neck of 
veal roaſted, with potatoes z but before 
Fathom could make. uſe of his knife 
and fork, he was ſummoned zo the door, 
where he found the chevalier in great 
agiragon, bis eyes ſparkling like coal 


Our hero was not a little ſarprized at 
this 2 who Nu. - 
don for the freedom he had uſed, ob- 
ferved, that underſtanding the count was 
a foreigner, he could not diſpenſe with 
appealing to him, concerning an ogt- 

he had ſuffered from the 2 
188 5 to his rank or 


o, without any 
| misfortunes, had been baſe enough to 
; N 44 L347; In 


1 6. 
N. 


FERDINAND- COUNT rATHOM. 


refuſe him credit for a few neceſſaries, 
until he could have a remittance from 
his ſteward in France; he therefore con · 
jured Count Fathom, as a ſtranger and 
nobleman like himſelf, to be the meſ- 
ſenger of defiance, which he reſolved to 
ſend to that brutal gaoler, that for the 
future he might learn to make proper 
diſtinctions in the exerciſe of his func+- 


tion 

Fathom, who had no inclination to 
offend this cholerick Frenchman, aſſured 
him that he might depend upon his 
friendſhip; and, in. the mean time, pre- 
vailed upon him to accept of a ſmall 
ſupply z in conſequence of which, he 
procured a pound of ſauſages, and join · 
ed the reſt of the company without de- 
lay; making a very ſvitable addition to 
ſuch. an aſſemblage of rarities. Though 
his age did not exceed thirty years, his 
bead » which was of a brindled hue, 
flowed. down, like Aaron's, to his mid- 
dle: upon his legs he wore red ſtock- 


- ings rolled up over the joint of the knee; 


his breeches were of blue drab with vel- 
lum button-holes, and garters of gold- 
lacez his waiſtcoat of ſcarlet, his coat of 
ruſty black cloth, his hair twiſted into a 
Ramellie hung down to his rump, of the 
colour of jet, and his bat was adorned 
with a white feather. | 

_ This original had, formed many in- 
genious ſchemes to increaſe the glory and 
grandeur of France, but was diſcou- 


raged by Cardinal Fleury; who, in all 
appearance, jealous of his great talents, 
not only rejected his projets, but even 


ſent him to priſon, on pretence of being 
offended at his impertinence. Perce - 
ing that, like the Prophet, he had no 
bonour in his own country, he no ſooner 
obtained. his releaſe, than he retired to 
England; where he, was prompted by 
his plulanthropy to propoſe an expe- 

ient-to our mĩniſtry, which would bave 

ved a vaſt effuſion of blood and trea- 
ſare; this was, an agreement between the 
Queen of Hungary and. the late empe- 
ror, to decide their pretenſions by a {in- 
gle combat; in 5 offered 

imſelf as the Bavarian champion z. but 
in this N he alſo proved unſuc- 
ceſsful. turning his attention to 


the s of partir, he became fo 
; of the mule, that he neg- 
l other conſideration; and ſhe, 
as uſual, l conducted him to 
the author's never- 
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of reft appointed for all thoſe ſinners, 


whom the profane love of poeſy hath led 
aſtray. i 


CHAP. VI. 


ONE QUARREL IS COMPROMISED; 
AND ANOTHER DECIDED BY UN- 
USUAL ARMS. ” 


AY ONGoother topicks of conver- 
ſation that were diſcuſſed at this 
genial meeting, Sir Mungo's ſcheme 
was brought upen the carpet by his 


majeſty, who was graciouſly pleaſed to 
alk how his ſubſcription filled? To this 


interrogation the knight anſwered, that 


he met with great oppoſition from a, 
| gon of levity and ſelf- conceit, which 


eemed to prevail in this generation; 
but, that 0 difficulties ſhould diſcou - 
rage him from perſevering in his duty; 
and he truſted in God, that in a very 
little time he ſhould be able to confute 
and overthrow the falſe philoſophy of 
the moderns, and to reſtore the writ- 
ings of Moſes to that pre-eminence and 


veneration which is due to an inſpired 


author. He ſpoke of the immortal New- 
ton with infinite contempt, and under- 
took to extract from the Pentateuch, a 
ſyktem of chronology which would aſ- 
certain the progreſs of time fince the 


fourth day of the creation to the preſent 


hour, with ſuch exa&neſs, that not one 


vibration of a pendulum ſhould be loſt! 


Nay, he affirmed that the perfection of 
all arts and ſciences might be attained 


by ſtudying theſe ſacred memoirs z and 


that he himſelf did not deſpair of learn- 
ing from them the art of tranſmuting 
baſer metals into gold, 

The chevalier, though he did not 
pretend to contradict thete aſſertions, was 
too much attached to his own religion 
to acquieſce in the knight's project of 
converting the Jews and the Gentiles to 
the proteſtant hereſy, which, he ſaid, God 
Almighty would never ſuffer to triumph 
over the intereſts of his own holy catho- 
lick church; This objection produced 
abundance of altercation between two 
very unequal diſputants; and theFrench- 
man, finding himſelf puzzled by the 
learning of his antagoniſt, had recourſe 


to the argumentum ad hominem, by lay- 
ing his hand upon his ſword, and . 


claring that he was ready to loſe the laſt 


drop of his blood in appoſition to ſuch « 
@.damnable ſcheme, 


„By Heaven, methinks it were an eaſy 


— 


— 


Sir Mungo, though in all appear- 
ance — to . Rage of animal 
exiſtence, no ſooner heard this epithet 
applied to his plan, than his eyes — a 
ed like lightning; he ſprung from his 
ſeat, with the agilit A * = 
and dartin binntel out a ay yan, ike * 
an arrow from a bow, re-a ina 
moment with along ruſty weapon, 
which might have been ſhewn among a 
colle&ion of rarities as the ſword of 
Guy Earl of Warwick. This imple- 
ment he brandiſhed over the chevalier's 
head, with the dexterity of an old prise- 
fighter, exclaiming in the French lan- 
guage, * Thou art a prophane wretch 
marked out for the vengeance of Hea- 
ven, whoſe unworthy miniſter I am; 
© and here thou ſhalt Pall by the ſword 
© of the Lord and of Gideon. 

The chevalier, unterrified by this 
dreadful ſalutation, deſired he would 
accompany him to a more convenient 
place : and the world might have been 
deprived of one or both theſe knights- 
errant, had not general 'Macleaver, at 
the defire of his majeſty, interpoſed, and 
found means to bring matters to an ac- 
commodation. | 

In the afternoon, the ſocicty was vi- 
ſited by the major's coufin and her 
daughters, who no ſooner appeared, than 
oy were recognized by our adventurer; 

his acquaintance with them renewed 
in ſuch a manner, as alarmed the deli- 
cacy of Captain Minikin, who in the 
evening repaired to the count's apart- 
ment, and with a very formal phybog- N 
nomy, accoſted him in theſe 3 
Sir, I beg pardon for this intruſion 3 
© but I come to conſult you about an 
affair in which my honour is concern» . 
ed; and, a ſoldier without honour, ' 
© you know, is no better than a body 
without à ſoul, I have always ad- 
* mired that ſpeech of Hotſpur, in the 
© firſt part of Henry the fourth. 
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© leap, 
«© To pluck bright honour from the pale- 
a „fac d moon; wr. © 
„Or dive into the bottom of the deep,”  » 
« Where fathom-line could never touch 
«© the ground, 1 
% And pluck up drowned honour by the 
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1 tacks!” 5 23 
'© There is a boldneſs and eaſe in the 
py nes and the images are' very 
« pictureſque. But without any farther 
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* * —— You will for- 


5 . » Sir, when I tell you 


Major Macleaver introduced 


Mrs. Minikin to them as to ladies of 


in their behavour to- 
to alarm my ſu- 

have nothing but 

to depend upon; and I 


v1 111 o 


E, you'll excuſe me when I earneſt- 
| ſigned a more adequate cauſe, by own- 


the none 
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'X (poi = Pee, my hon Tran 

* pretended cou 5 a , 
* and ation 1 3 
demand ſuch tis faction as a m_ 
ought to receive, and expect you 
wp fiend Count F 


a 


z and I do not know how, 


may 
may |. But chere was a je 
5 


dreſſin 


ir ſpheres, he ſwelled o twice 
il dimenſions, and raiſing him- 


if you will be the 
billet- to him, which I. 
Sir, — 


PRANINAND COUNT FATHOM« 


9 GoliAn n | 


This 1 being ſealed and = 
refed, was forthwith carried by 
adventurer to the lodgings of 49 2 4 
who had by this time retired to reſt, = 


hearing the count's voice, he got up and 


the door in cuerpo, to the aſto · 
niſhment of Ferdinand, who had never. 
before ſeen ſuch an Herculean figure. 


He made an apology for receiving the 
count in his birth · — ſuit, to which, be 
ſaid, he was reduced by the heat of his 


conſtitution, though he might have aſ- 


ing that his ſhirt was in the hands of 
his waſherwoman ; then ſhrouding him- 
ſelf in a blanket, defired to know what. 
had procured him the honour of ſuch an 
extraordinary viſit. He read the letter 
with great compoſure, like a man ac-- 
cuſtomed to ſuch intercourſe; then ad-. 
himſelf to the bearer, © I will: 
' Kay diverting the gentleman, taid 
in any manner he ſhall think pro- 
. but, by Jeſus! this is no place 
ſuch amuſements : becauſe, as 
RO know, my dear. count, if 
ſhould be killed by the chance of 
© war, neither of us will be able to 


| © eſcape; and after the breath is out of 


© his body, he will make but a ſorry 
© excuſe to his family and friends. But 
© that is na concern of mine, and there-. 
* fore Lam ready to pleaſe him in his 
* own way." - 


Fathom ved of his ne, 
which he rei * ced with ſundry conſi- 
derations to the ſame ſe, and beg- 


the aſſiſtance of the major's advice, 
in finding ſome expedient to terminate 


the affair without bloodſhed, that no 
| troubleſome cbnſequences might enſue 
either to him or to his antagoniſt, who. 


in ſpite of this over · ſtrained forwality, 
ſeemed — ſon of worth and 
nature. ith all my heart!“ 
aid the ws Hibernian, «T — 
© a great regard for the little man; an 
f my own character is not to ſeek at 


this time of day. I have ſerved a 


long apprenticeſhip” to fighting, as 
this ſame carcaſe can — 7 and if 
6 bn compels me to run him through the 


. my-ſhoul I jhall do it in a 
13 { {nate — 5 


- a" 
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So ſaying, he threw aſide the blanket, 
and diſplayed ſcars and ſeams innume- 
rable upen his body, which 2 
like an old patched leathern doublet. 


I remember, proceeded this cham - 
pion, © when 1 was a flave at Algiers, 


giers 
* Murphy Macmorris and I happened 
© to have ſome difference in the bagnioz 


c upon which he bade me turn out. 


50 „for what?“ ſaid I; “ here are 
*© no weapons that a gentleman can ule, 
* and you would not be ſuch a negro 
«« as to box like an Engliſh carman.“ 
After he had puzzled hunſelf for ſome 
© time, he propoſed that we ſhould re- 
tire into à corner, and funk one an- 


© other with brimſtone, till one of us 
© ſhould give out. Accordingly we 


< crammed half a dozen of tobacco- 
pipes with ſulphur, and — foot 
to foot, began to ſmoak, and kept a 
© conſtant fire, until Macmorris drop · 
« ped 1 1 — 2 my 
© pipe, and taki | urphy in my 
6 — « — you dead ?” ſaid 
© I: if you ene eagcy pour No, 
« by Jeſus!” cried he, Ia 


© had obtained the victory, and we were 
* as good friends. as ever. Now, if 
Mr. Minikin thinks proper to put 
the affair upon the ſame iſſue, I will 


| © ſmoke a pipe of brimſtone with him 


© to-morrow morning; and if I cry out 
* firſt, I will be after aſking pardon for 
this ſuppoſed affront.” 

Fathom. could not help laughing at 
the propoſal, to which, however, he ob- 
jected, on account of Minikin's delicate 
conſtitution, which might ſuffer more 
detriment from breathing in an atmoſ- 
phere of ſulphur, than from the _— == 0 
of a piſtol, or the thruit of a ſmall- 
ſword, He therefore lug another 
expedient in lieu of the ſulphur, name- 
ly, the gum called aſſa · fœtida z which, 
though . abundantly nauteous, could 
have no effect upon the infirm tex - 


ture of the lieutenant's lungs, This 


hint being reliſhed by the major, our 
adventurer returned to his principal, 
and having repeated the other's argu- 
ments againſt the uſe of mortal inſtru- 
ments, deſcribed the ſuccedaneum which 
he had concerted with Macleaver. The 
captain at firſt belivrd this ſcheme was 
calculated for ſubjetting him to theri- - 
dicule of his fellow · priſoners, and be- 
gan to ſtorm with great violence ; hut 


- 


n't dead, but 
I am ſpeechleſs. So he owned I 


by the aſſurances and addreſs of Fa- 
thom, he was at length reconciled to 
the plan, and p tions were made 
on each fide for this duel, which was 
actually ſmoaked next day, about noon, 
in a ſmall cloſet, detached from the 
challenger's a 
ing of his and all his court, aſ- 
ſembled as witneſſes and umpires of the 
conteſt. 2 a 20 
The combatants being locked up to- 
gether, began to ply their engines wi 
= , and it was not long 


tain Minikin perceived he had 3 


manifeſt advantage over his antagoniſt. 
For his organs were familiarized to the 
effluvia of this drug, which he had fre - 


ntly uſed in the courſe of an hypo- 
chondriack diſorder z whereas Maclea- 


ver, who was a ſtranger to all forts of 
medicine, by his wry faces and attempts 


to puke, expreſſed the utmoſt abhorrence 
of the ſmell that invaded his noſtrils. | 
Nevertheleſs, reſolved to hold out to the 
laſt extremity, he continued in action 


until the cloſet was filled with fuch an 


intolerable vapour as diſcompoſed the 
whole ceconomy of his entrails, and 


compelled him to diſgorge his break : 


faſt in the face of his , whoſe 
nerves were ſodiſconcerted by this diſ- 
ble and unforeſeen diſc , that 


he fell back into his chair in a fwoon, ' 


and the major bellowed aloud for aſ- 


ſiſtance. door being opened, he 


ran directly to the window, to inhale the 
air, while the captain recoveri 


from his fit, complained of — ; 


unfair proceedings, and demanded juſ- 
tice of the arbitrators, who deci in 


his favour; and the major being a 
vailed upon to aſk pardon — 


introduced Mrs. Minikin to women of 


rotten reputation, the parties were re- 


conciled to each other, and peace and 
concord re-eſtabliſhed in the meſs. 
Fathom acquired univerſal 


for his diſcreet and humane conduct ; 


upon this occafion z and that ſame after- 
noon had an opportunity of ſeeing the 
2 in whoſe cauſe he had exerted him- | 
ſelf, He was preſented to her as the 
huſband's particular friend ; and when 


ſhe underſtood how much ſhe was in- 
debted to his care and concern for the 


captain's' ſafety, ſhe treated him win 
uncommon marks of diſtinction; and 
he found her a genteel well-bred woman, - 
not without. a good ſhare of perſonat- 


partment, and within hear 
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ſtanding 


CHAP. vil. 


AN UNEXPECTED RENCOUNTER,. 


AND AN HAPPY /REVOLUTION IN 
THE - AFFAIRS or OUR ADVEN- 
rug. 8 


8 the did not lodge within the pre- 
A cin&s of this garriſon, ſhe — 
one day, after tea, conducted to the 
gate by the captain and the count, and 
—.— they approached the turnkey's 


the apparition of his old companion 

ſon of his benefactor and pa- 
tion the Count De Melville. 
were the emotions of his ſoul, when he 


ſaw that young gentleman enter the pri- 


fon, and advance towards him, after 
having ſpoke to the gaoler! He never 


doubted, that being informed of his 


confinement, he was come to upbraid 
him with his villainy and ingrati- 
tude, and he in vain endeavoured to 
recolle& himſelf from that terror and 
tity confuſion which his appearance 
inſpiredʒ when the ſtranger lifting 


up his eyes, ſtarted back with figns of 


extreme amazement, and after a conſi- 
derable.pauſe, exclaimed, <* Heaven and 
© earth! Sure my eyes do nut deceive 
me] Is not name Fathom ? Itis, 
© .3t muſt be my old friend and compa- 
nion, the loſs of whom I have ſo long 
* regretted!” With theſe words, he ran 


towards our adventurer; and while he 


claſped him in his arms with all the 
$ of affection, proteſted that this 
Mega 272 days he had ever 


Ferdinand, who from this ſalutation 
concluded himſelf ſtill in poſſeſſion of 
Renaldo's good opinion, was not defi- 
cient in expreſſions of tenderneſs and 
joy z he returned his embraces with 
equal ardour, the tears trickled down 
kis cheeks, and that perturbation which 

from conſcious perfidy and 

ar, was miſtaken by the unſuſpecting 
Hungarian for the ſheer effects of love, 
titude, rome — — — firſt 
— s having ſu they adjourn- 
ed to the — of Fathom, who ſoon 
re his ſpirits and invention ſo 
well as to amuſe the other with a feign - 
ed tale of his having been taken by the 


our hero's eyes were ſtruck with 


What 
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French, ſent priſoner into Champaigne, 
from whence he had'written many letters 
to Count Melville and his ſon, of whom ' 
he could hear no tidings; of his having 


- contraſted an intimacy with a young 


nobleman of France, who died in the 
flower of his age, after having, in token 
of friendſhip, bequeathed to him a con- 
ſiderable legacyz by this he had been 
enabled to viſit the land of his forefa- 
thers in the character of a gentleman, 
which he had ſupported with ſome fi- 
gr until he was into a mis- 
artune that exhauſted his funds, and 
drove him to the ſpot where he was now 
found; and he ſolemnly declared, that 
far from forgetting the obligation he 
owed to Count Melville, or renouncing 
the friendſhip of Renaldo, he had ac- 
tually reſolved to ſet out for Germany, 
on his return to the houſe of his patron, 
in the beginning of the week poſterior 
to that in which he had been arreſted. 
Young Melville, whoſeown heart had 
never known the inſtigations of fraud, 
implicitly believed the ſtory and proteſ- 
tations of Fathom; and though he would 
not juſtify that part of his conduct by 


"which the term of his good fortune was 


abridged, he could not help excuſing 
an indifcretion into which he had been 
hurried by the precipitancy of youth, 
and the al}urements of an artful woman: 
nay, with the utmoſt warmth of friend- 
ſhip, he undertook to wait upon Trap- 
well, and endeavour to ſoften him into 
ſome reaſonable terms of compoſition. 
Fathom ſeemed to be quite overwhelm- 
ed with a deep ſenſe of all this goodnels, 
and affected the moſt eager impatience to 
know the particulars * Renaldo's fate 
ſince their unbappy ſeparation, more 
eſpecially his etrand to this uncomfort- 
able place, which he ſhould henceforth _ 
revert as the providential ſcene of their 
re- union: nor did he forget to enquire, 
in the moſt affectionate and dutiful man- 
ner, about the fituation of his noble pa- 
rents and amiable fifter, © + 
At mention of theſe names, Renaldo, 
fetching a deep ſigh, Alas, my friend!” 
ſaid he, the count is no more; and 
« what aggravates my afflition tor the 
© loſs of ſuch a father, it was my mis- 
© fortune to be under his diſpleaſure at 
* the time of his death. Had I been 
6 Pow ** that 3 e = : 
« fo well I knew his a . 
Fat fore Tam, he 


: © ternal tenderneſs, that ſure I am, 


have for- 


© would in his lat moments 
SO. given 


c 
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_ © ſituation, and 
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given an only ſon. whoſe life had been 
© a continual effort to render himſelf 
* worthy of ſuch a parent, and whoſe 
crime was, no other than an honour- 
able paſſion for the moſt meritorious 
of her ſex. But I was removed at a 
fatal diſtance from him, and doubt- 
leſs my conduct muſt have been invi- 
diouſly miſrepreſented. Be that as it 
will, my mother has again given her 
hand in wedlock. to Count Trevaſi; 
by whom I have the mortification to 
be informed that I am totally exclud- 
ed from my father's ſucceſſion ; and I 
learn from other, quarters, that my 
ſiſter is barbarouſly treated by this in- 
human A Grant, Hea- 
ven, I may ſoon, haye an opportunity 
of ex La with the tyrant upon 
that lnbjielts”-: I tu i; 
So ſaying, his cheeks glowed, and 
his eyes lightened with reſentment. 
Then he thus proceeded. 

My n was with 
© 2 view to viſit a poor female relation, 
from whom I yelterday received a let-. 
6 ter, deſcribing her moſt deplorable 

N my aſſiſtance: 
© but the turnkey affirms, that there is 
© no ſuch perſon in the gaol; and I was 
© on my way. to conſult. the keeper, 
« when I was agreeably ſurprized with 
© the ſight of my dear Fathom.” 

Our adventurer. having wiped from 
his eyes the tears which were produced 
by the news of his worthy patron's 
death, deſired to know the name of that 
afflicted priſoner, in whole behalf he in- 
tereſted himſelf ſo much; and Renaldo 
produced the letter, ſubſcribed— your 

unfortunate couſin, Helen Melville.” 
This - pretended relation, after having 
explained the degree of conſanguinity 
which ſhe and the count ſtood in to each 
other, and occaſionally mentioned ſome 
anecdotes of the family .in Scotland, 
gave him to underſtand, that ſhe had 
married a merchant of London, who, 
by repeated loſſes in trade, had been 
reduced to indigence, and afterwards 
cunfined in priſon, where he then lay a 
breathleſs corpſe, having left her in the 
utmoſt extremity of wretchedneſs and 
want, with two young children in che 
ſinall-pox, and an jncurable cancer in 
one of her own breaſts, Indeed, the 

Kure ſhe drew was ſo moving, and 
er expreſſions ſo Randy pathetick, 
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gether callous, could fe it without 
emotion. Renaldo hd ſent two gui- 
neas by the meſſenger, whom ſhe 
repreſented as a truſty - ſervant, whoſe 
fidelity had been proof againſt all the 
diſtreſs of her miſtreſs: and he was 
now arrived, in order. to reinforce his 
bounty. "A 
Fathom; in_the conſciouſneſs of his 
own practices, immediately compre- 
hended the ſcheme of this lone. and 
confidently aſſured him, that no ſuch 
perſon reſided in the priſon, or in any 
other place; and when his friend ap- 
plied for information to the -keeper, 
theſe aſſurances were confirmed ; and 
that ſtern javitor told him, he had been 
impoſed 8 by a ſtale trick which was 
often practiſed upon ſtrangers, by a ſet 
of ſharpers, who make it their buſineſs 
to pick up hints of intelligence relating 
to private families, upon. which t 
build ſuch ſuperſtructures of fraud and 
impoſition. | | 
owever piqued the Hunga- 
rian might be to find himſelf duped in 
this manner, he rejoiced at the occaſion 
which had thrown Fathom in his way 
and, after having made him a tender 't 
his purſe, took his leave, on purpoſe to 
wait upon Trapwell, who was not quite 
ſo untractable as an enraged cuckold 
commonly is; for, by this time, he had 
accompliſhed the beſt part of his aim, 
which was to be divorced from his wi 
and was fully convinced that the de- 
fendant was no more than a needy ad- 
venturer, who in all probability would 
be releaſed by an act of parliament for 
the. benefit of inſolvent debtors ; i 
which caſe, he (the plaintiff) Sol 
reap no ſolid advantage from his im- 
priſonment. 1 
He therefore liſtened to the remon- 
ſtrances of the mediator, and after much 
canvaſſing agreed to diſcharge the de- 
fendant in conſideration of two hundred 
pounds, which were immediately paid 
y Count Melville, who by this de- 
duction was reduced to ſomewhat lefs 
than thirty. 


Nevertheleſs, he chearfully begs 

himſelf in behalf of his 555 for 
whoſe releale he forthwith, obtained an 
order: and next day our adventurer 
having bid a formal adieq to his fellows 
in dfitreſs, and in articular to his ma- 
Noratfon tis prayers 


jeſty, for whoſe re | 
were preferred, he quitted the gaol, and 
2 | Das bs | ue ation b zecom- 
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0 ied his deliverer, with all the 
outward marks of unutterable gratitude 
and efteem. 

Surely, if his heart had been made 
ef penetrable tuff, it would have been 
touched by the circumſtances of this 

ion : but, had not his ſoul been 
invincible to all ſuch attacks, theſe Me- 


moirs would, bly, never have ſeen 
the  bhe poſſibly, | 
they arrived at Renaldo's 


lodgi » that ou tleman ho- 
r him ANN old of con- 
fidence and friendſhip, by giving him a 
circumſtantial detail of all the adven- 
tures in which he had been engaged after 
Fathom's deſertion from the Imperial 
camp. He told him, that immediately 
after the war was finiſhed, his father 
had preſſed him to a very advantageous 
match, with which he would have _ 
plied, war, his heart was not at a 

concerned, had not he been inflamed 
with the deſire of ſeeing the world be- 
fore he could take any ſtep towards a 
ſettlement for life; that he had fignified 


kis ſentiments on this head to the count, 


who oppoſed them with unuſual obſti- 
» as productive of a delay which 
ight be fatal to his propoſal; for 
which reaſon he had retired incognito 
from his family, and travelled throu 

ſundry fates and countries in a diſguiſe 
by which he cluded the enquiries of his 


parents. 
That in the courſe of theſe ina- 
tions, he was captivated by the irreſiſtible 
charms of a young lady, on whoſe heart 
he had the good fortune to make a tender 
on : that their mutual love had 
bjeRed both to many dangers and 
—— during which they ſuffered 
a cruel ſeparation ; after the torments of 
which, he had happily found her in 
England, where ſhe now lived entirely 
cut off from her native country and con- 
nections, and deſtitute of every other 
reſource but his honour, love, and pro- 
tection ; and, finally, that he was de- 
termined to combat his own deſires, how 
violent ſoever they might be, until he 
mould have made ſome ſuitable provi- 
fon for the conſequences of a ſtrifter 
8 with the miſtreſs of his ſoul, that 
might not by a precipitate ia 

ruin eee 
This end he propoſed to attain, by 
an application to the court of Vienna, 
ich, be did not doubt, would have 
ſome regard to his own ſervice and that 
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of his father; and thither he reſolved 
to repair with the firſt o nity, now 
that he had found a friend with whom 
he could intruſt the ineſtimable jewel 


of his heart. 

He likewiſe our hero to under- 
ſtand, he had been eight months in 
England, during which he had lived in 
a _ manner, that he might not un- 
neceſſarily exhauſt the money he had 
been able to raiſe upon his own credit; 
that hitherto he had been obliged to 
defer his re for Germany, on 
account of his attendance upon the mo- 
ther of his miſtreſs, who was lately dead 
of ſorrow and chagrin; and that fince 
he reſided in London, he had often 
heard of the celebrated Count Fathom, 
though he never imagined that his friend 
Ferdinand could be diſtinguiſhed by 
that appellation, 3 


CHAP. VIII. 


FATHOM JUSTIFIES THE PROVERB, 
© WHAT'S BRED IN THE BONE 
* WILL NEVER COME OUT OF 
© THE FLESH. 


OME circumſtances of this con- 

verſation made a deep impreſſion 
upon the mind of our adventurer ; who, 
nevertheleſs, concealed his emotions 
from the knowledge of his friend, and 
was next day introduced to that hidden 
treaſure, of which Renaldo had ſpoke 
with ſuch rapture and adoration. It 
was not without reaſon he had expati- 
ated upon the perſonal attractions of this 
young lady, whom (for the preſent) we 
ſhall call Monimia, a name that implies 
her orphan ſituation. When ſhe entered 
the room, even Fathom, whole eyes had 
been ſated with beauty, was ſtruck 
dumb with admiration, and could ſcarce 
recolle& himſelf ſo far as to perform the 
ceremony of his introduction. 

She ſeemed to be about the age of 
eighteen : her ſtature was tall z her mo- 
tion graceful ; a knot of artificial flow- 
ers reſtrained the luxuriancy of her fine 
back hair that flowed in ſhining ringlets 
a-Jown her ſnowy neck. The contour of 
her face was oval ; her forehead remark - 
ably high; ber complexion clean and 
delicate, though not florid; and her 

es were ſo te. as to ſtrike the 

| of every beat er: yet, upon this 
occaſion, one half of their vivacity was 
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eclipſed by a languiſhing air of melan- 
choly concern; which, while it in a 
manner ſheathed the edge of her beauty, 
added a moſt engaging ſweetneſs to her 
looks: in ſhort, every feature was ele- 
gantly perfe& ; and the harmony of the 
whole raviſhing and delightful. 

It was eaſy to perceive the mutual 
ſentiments of the two lovers, at meet- 
ing, by the pleaſure that ſenſibly dif- 
fuſed itſelf in the countenances of both. 
Fathom was received by her as the in- 
timate friend of her admirer, whom ſhe 
had often heard of in terms of the moſt 
ſincere affection; and the converſation 
was carried on in the Italian language, 
becauſe ſhe was a foreigner who had not 
as yet made preat proficiency in the 
knowledge of the Engliſh tongue. Her 
underſtanding was ſuch as, inſtead of 
diminiſhing, reinforced the prepoſſeſſion 
which was inſpired by her appearance; 
and if the ſum total of her charms 
could not melt the heart, it at leaſt ex- 
cited the appetite of Fathom to ſuch a 
degree, that he gazed upon her with 
ſuch violence of defire, as had never 
tranſported him before; and inſtantly 
began to harbour thoughts not only de- 
ſtructive to the peace of his generous 

tron, but alſo to the prudential max- 
ims he had adopted on his firſt entrance 
into life, 

We have already recorded divers in- 
ſtances of his conduct, to prove that 
there was an intemperance in his blood, 
which often interfered with his caution; 
and although he had found means to 
render this heat ſometimes ſubſervient 
to his intereſt; yet, in all probability, 
Heaven mingled the ingredient in his 
conſtitution, on purpoſe to counteract 
his conſummate craft, defeat the vil- 
lainy of his intention, and at laſt ex- 
poſe him to the juſtice of the law, and 
the contempt of his fellow-creatures. 

Stimulated as he was by the beauty 
of the incomparable Monimia, he fore- 
ſaw that the conqueſt of her heart would 
colt him a thouſand times more labour 
and addreſs than all the victories he had 
ever atchieved : for, beſides her ſuperior 
underſtanding, her ſentiments of ho- 
nour, virtue, gratitude, religion, and 
pride of birth, her heart was already 
engaged by the tendereſt ties of love 
and abligation, to a man whoſe perſon 
and acquired accompliſhments at leaſt 
equalled his own ; and whoſe connection 
with him was of ſuch a nature, as raiſed 
an almoſt inſurmountable bar to his de · 


ſign; becauſe, with what face could he 
commence rival to the perſon whoſefami- 
ly had raiſed him from want and ſervili- 
ty, and whoſe own generoſity had reſcued 
him from the miſeries of a dreary gaol. 
Notwithſtanding theſe reflections, he 
would not lay aſide an idea which fo 
agrecably flattered his imagination. He, 
like every other projector in the ſame 
circumſtances, was ſo partial to his own 
qualifications, as to think the lady 
would ſoon perceive a difference between 
him and Renaldo, that could not fail ta 
turn to his advantage in her opinion. 
He depended a good deal on the levity 
and inconftancy of the ſex ; and did 
not doubt, that, in the courſe of their ac+ 
quaintance, he ſhould profit by that lan- 
guor whichoften creeps upon and flattens 
the intercourſe of lovers cloyed with the 
ſight and converſation of each other. 
This way of arguing was very na- 
tural to a man who had never known 


other motives than thoſe of ſenſuality 


and convenience; and, perhaps, upon 
theſe maxims, he might have ſucceeded 
with nine-tenths of the fair-ſex : but, 
for once, he erred in his calculation, 
Monimia's ſoul was perfect; her virtue 
impregnable. His firſt approaches were, 
as uſual, performed by the method. of 
inſinuation, which ſucceeded ſo well, 
that in a few days, he actually acquired 
a very diſtinguiſhed ſhare of he 
and eſteem ; to this he had been recom- 
mended in the warmeſt ſtrain of ex- 
rating friendſhip, by her dear Re- 
naldo; ſo that placing the molt unre- 
ſerved confidence in his honour and 
integrity, and being almoſt quite deſ- 
titute of acquaintance, ſhe made no 
ſcruple of owning herſelf pleaſed with 
his company and converſation; and 
therefore he was never abridged in point 
of opportunity, She had too much 
diſcernment to overlook his uncommon 
talents and agreeable addreſs, and tos 
much ſuſceptibility to obſerve them with 
indifference, She not only regarded 


him as the confident of her lover, but 


admired him as a perſon whoſe attach- 
ment did honour to Count Melville's 
choicez ſhe found his diſcourſe re- 


markably entertaining, his politeneſs - 


dignified with an air of uncommen ſin- 
cerity; and the was raviſhed with his 
ſkill in muſick, an art of which ſhe was 
deeply enamoured, 

While he thus ingratiated himſelf 


with the fair Monimia, Renaldo rejoiced - 


at their intimacy, being extremely happy 
in 


er tavour 
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in the thought of having found a friend 
who could amuſe and protect the dear 
creature in his ablence. That ſhe might 
be the better prepared for the temporary 
ſeparation which he meditated, he began 
to be leſs frequent in his viſits, or ra- 
ther to interrupt by gradual intermiſ- 
fibns the conſtant attendance he had 
beſtowed upon her ſince her mother's 
death. This alteration ſhe was enabled 
to bear by the aſſiduities of Fathom, 
when ſhe underſtood that her lover was 
indiſpenſibly employed in negociating a 
ſhm of money for the purpoſes of his in- 
tended voyage. This was really thecaſe: 
for, as the reader hath been already in- 
tormed, the proviſion he had made for 
that emergency was expended in behalf 
of our adventurer ; and the perſons of 
whom he had borrowed it, far from 
approving of the uſe to which it was 

ut, and accommodating him with a 
reſh ſupply, reproached him with his 
benevolence as an at of diſhoneſty to 
them ; and, inſtead of favouring this 
ſecond application, threatened to diſtreſs 
him for what he had already received. 
While he endeavoured to ſurmount theſe 
difficulties, his ſmall reverſion was 
quite exhauſted, and he ſaw himſelf on 
the brink of wanting the common ne- 
cefſaries of life. 

There was no difficulty which he 
could not have encountered with for- 
titude, had he alone been concerned; 
but his affedtion and regard for Mo- 
nimia were of ſuch a delicate nature, 
that, far from being able to bear the 
proſpect of her wanting the leaſt con- 
venience, he could not endure that ſhe 
ſhould ſuſpeR her ſituation coſt him a 
moment's perplexity; becauſe he fore- 
ſaw it would wring her gentle heart 
with unſpeakable anguiſh and vexation. 
This, therefore, he eadeavoured to anti- 
cipate, by expreſſions of confidence in 
the emperor's equity, and frequent de- 
chranons touching the goodnels and 
ſecurity of that credit from which he 
derived his preſent ſubſiſtence, 


CHAP. IX. 


ANECDOTES OF POVERTY, AND 
EXPERIMENTS FOR THE BENEFIT 
Or THOSE WHOM ir MAY con- 
CERN. 


H I $. affairs being thus circumſtan- 
ced, it is not to be ſuppoſed that 
he paſſed his time in tranquillity, Eve - 
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ry, day uſhered in new demands and 
reſh anxiety : for, though his cecono- 
my was frugal, it could not be ſup- 

rted without money; and now not 
only his funds were drained, but alſo 
his private friends tired of relieving his 
domeſtick neceſſities. Nay, they began 
to relinquiſh his company, which for- 
merly they had coveted ; and thoſe who 
{till favoured him with their company, 
embittered that favour with difagreeable 
advice mingled with impertinentreproof. 
T hey loudly exclaime agpink the laſt 
inſtance of his friendſhip for Fathom as 
a piece of wrong headed extravagance, 
which neither his fortune could afford, 
nor his conſcience excuſe and alledged, 
that ſuch ſpecimens of generoſity are 
vicious in any man, let his finances be 
never ſo opulent, if he has any rela- 
tions of his own who need his aſſiſt- 
ance z but altogether ſcandalous, not to 
ſay unjuſt, in a perſon who depends for 
his own ſupport upon the favour of his 
friends. 

Theſe expoſtulations did not even re- 
ſpe& the beauteous, the accompliſhed, 
the gentle-hearted, the orphan Moni- 
mia. Although they owned her per- 
fe&ions, and did not deny thatit would 
be highly meritorious in any man of 
fortune to make her happy, they diſap- 
proved of Renaldo's attachment to the 
fair beggar, made light of that intimate 
union of hearts which ſubſiſted between 
the two lovers, and which no human 
conſideration could diſſolve; and ſome 
among them, in the conſummation of 
their prudence, ventured to hint a pro- 
poſal of providing for her in the ſervice 
of ſome lady of faſhion. 

Any reader of ſenſibility will eaſily 
conceive how theſe admonitions were 
reliſned by a young gentleman whoſe 
pride was indomitable, whoſe notions 
of honour were ſcrupulouſly rigid and 
romantick, whoſe temper was warm, 
and whoſe love was intenſe, Every ſuch 


ſuggeſtion was as a dagger to his ſoul ; 


and what rendered the torture more ex- 
quiſite, he lay under obligatious to thoſe 
very perſons, whoſe ſelfiſh and ſordid 
ſentiments he diſdained: ſo that he was 
reſtricted by gratitude from giving vent 
to his indignation ; and his forlorn cir- 
cumſtances would not permit him to 
renounce their acquaintance, While he 
ſtruggled with theſe mortifications, his 
wants grew more and more importunate, 

and his creditors became clamorous. 
Fathom, to whom all his grievances 
were 


were diſcloſed, lamented his hard hap 
with all the demonſtrations of ſym- 
pathy which he could expect to find in 
ſuch a zealous adherent; he upbraided 
himſelf inceſſantly as the cauſe of his 
patron's diftreſs; took God to witneſs, 
that he would rather have periſhed in 
ol, than have enjoyed his liberty, had 
he known it would have coſt his deareſt 
friend and benefactor one-tenth part 
of the anguiſh he now ſaw him ſoifer ; 
and, in conclufion, the fervency of his 
affection glowed to ſuch a degree, that 
he offered to beg, ſteal, -or plunder on 
the highway, for Renaldo's aſſiſtance. 
Certain it is, he might have recol- 
lected a leſs diſagreeable expedient than 
any of theſe, toalleviate the pangs of this 
unhappy lover: for, at that very period, 
he was poſſeſſed of money and moveables 
to the amount of a much greater ſum 
than that which was neceſſary to remove 
the ſevereſt pangs of the count's mis- 
fortune. But, whether he did not re- 
flect upon this reſource, or was willin 
to let Melville be better acquainted with 
adverſity, which is the great ſchool of 
life, I hall leave the reader to deter- 
mine. Vet, ſo far was he from tupply- 
ing the wants of the young Hungarian, 
that he did not ſcruple to receive a ſhare 
of the miſerable pittance which that 
gentleman made ſhift to extort from the 
complaiſance of a few companions, 
whoſe countenance he ſtill enjoyed. 
. Renaldo's life was now become a ſa- 
crifice to the moſt poignant diſtreſs ; 
almoſt his whole time was engroſſed by 
a double ſcheme, comprehending his 
efforts to render his departure practi- 
cable, and his expedients for raiſing the 
means of daily bread. With regard to 
the firſt, he exerted himſelf among a 
ſet of merchants, fome of whom knew 
his family and expectations; and, for 
the laſt, he was fain to depend upon the 
aſſiſtance of a few intimates, who were 
not in condition to furniſh him with 
ſums of conſequence. Theſe, ' how- 
ever, gradually dropped off, on pretence 
. of friendly relentment for his indiſcreet 
conduct; fo that he found himſelf naked 
and deſerted by all his former compa- 
nions, except one gentleman, with 
whom he had lived in the moit unre- 
ſerved correſpondence, as with a perſon 
of the warmeſt friendſhip, and the moſt 
unbounded” benevolence: nay, he had 
actually experienced repeated proofs of 
his generoſity; and ſuch were the count's 
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ſentiments of the gratitude, love, and 
eſteem, which were due to the author of 
theſe obligations, that he would have 
willingly laid down his own life for his 
interett or advantage. He had already 
been at different times accommodated 
by this benefactor, with occaſional ſup- 
ou amounting in the whole to about 
orty or fifty pounds; and fo fearful 
was he of taking any ſtep by which he 
might forfeit the good-will of this gen- 
tleman, that he ſtruggled with unpa- 
ralleled difficulty and vexation, — 
he could prevail upon himſelf to put his 
liberality to another proof. a 
What maxims of delicacy will not 
the dire calls of neceſſity infringe! 
Reduced to the alternative of applying 
once more to that beneficence which had 
never failed him, or of ſeeing Monimia 
ſtarve, he choſe the firſt, as of two 
evils the leaſt, and intruſted Fathom 
with a letter explaining the bitterneſs of 
his caſe. It was not without trepida- 
tion that he received in the evening, 
from his meſſenger, an anſwer to this 
billet : but what were his pangs when 
he learned the contents! The gentle- 
man, after having profeſſed himſelf 
Mel ville's ſincere well-wiſher, gave him 
to underſtand, that he was reſol ved for 
the furure to detach himſelf from every 
correſpondence which would be incon- 
venient for him to- maintain; that he 
conſidered his intimacy with the count 
in that light: yet, nevertheleſs, if his 
dittreſs was really as great as he had 
deſcribed it, he would till contribute 
ſomething towards his relief, and ac- 
cordingly had ſent by the bearer five 
guineas for that purpoſe; but deſired 
him to take notice, that, in ſo doing, 
he laid himſelf under ſome difficulty. 
Renaldo's grief and mortification at 
this diſappointment were unſpeakable; 
he now ſaw demoliſhed the laſt ſcreen be- 
twixt him and the extremity of indigence 
and woe; he beheld the mittreſs of his 
ſoul abandoned tothe bleakeſt ſcenes of 
poverty and want; and he deeply re- 
ſented the iofty ſtrain of the letter, by 
which he conceived himſelf treated as 
a worthleſs ſpendthriſt, and importunate 
beggar. , hough his purſe was ex- 
hauited to the laſt ſhilling ; though he 
was ſurrounded with neceſlſities and de- 
mands, and knew not how to provide 
another meal for — fair dependant, 
he, in ſition to all the ſuggeſtions 
and de Lesbe of Fathom, dlpatehed 
| R 2 him 


Sn. 


LY 


. | — . - 4 7 = 1 - I * — 
— — as Boe — * 63 i 0 n 


1 9 — 


- 
— — * 


a — — 84 
—— — . £2 8 — — 


T7 
Þ + 
j 
2 


126 


him with the money and another billet, 
intimating. in the moſt reſpectful terms, 
that he approved of his friend's new- 
maxim, which, for the future, 
he ſhould always take care to remember; 
and that he bad ſent back the laſt in- 
Kance of his bounty, as a -proof how 
little he was diſpoſed to incommode his 
benefaQor. 
This letter, though ſincerely meant, 
and written in a very ſerious mood, the 
gentleman conſidered as an ungrateful 
piece of irony; and in that opinion 
complained to ſeveral perſons of the 
count's acquaintange, who unanimouſly 
exclaimed againſt him as a ſordid, un- 
thankful, and fligate knave, that 
abuſed and reviled thoſe very people 
"who had generouſly befriended him, 
whenever found it inconvenient to 
nouriſh his extravagance with farther 
ſupplies. Notwithſtanding theſe accu- 
mulated oppreſſions, he ſtill perſevered 
with fortitude in his endeavours to diſ- 
entangle himſelf from this maze of mi- 
cry. To theſe he was encouraged by a 
Jetter which about this time he received 
from his ſiſter, importing, that ſhe had 
reaſon to 
father had been ſuppreſſed for cer - 
tain ſiniſter views ; and deſiring him to 
haften his departure for Hungary, where 
he would ſtill find ſome friends who 
were both able and willing to ſupport 
His cauſe. He had ſome trinkets left ; 
the pawn- brokers ſhup was ſtil] open; 
and hitherto he made ſhift to conceal 
From Monimia the extent of his afflic- 
ton. 
Tu broker whom he employ- 
ed, after having amuſed him with a va- 
riety of ſchemes, which ſerved no other 
pPurpote than that of protracting his own 
job, at length undertook to, make him 
acquainted with a ſet of monied men 
who bad been very adventurous in lend- 
ing ſums upon perſonal ſecurity ; he was 
therefore introduced to their club in the 
moſt favourable manner, after the bro- 
ker had endeavoured to prepoſſeſs them 
ſeparately, with magnificent ideas of 
his. family and fortune, By means of 
this anticipation, he was received with 
a manifett relaxation of that ſeveri 
. which people of this claſs mingle in their 
aſpects to the world in general, and 
they even vied with each other in their 
demonſtrations of hoſpitality and reſpect; 
For every one in particular looked upon 


ieve the real will of. 
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him as a young heir, who would bleed 
freely, and mortgage at cent. per cent. 

Renaldo, buoyed up with theſe exte- 
rior civilities, began to flatter himſelf 
with hopes of ſucceſs; which, however, 
were ſoon checked by the nature of the 
converſation ; during which the chair- 
man upbraided one of the members in 
open club, for having once lent forty 
pounds upon flight ſecurity : the perfon 
accuſed alledged in his own defence, 
that the borrower was his own kinſman, 
whoſe funds he knew to be ſufficient ; 


that he had granted his bond, and been 


at the expence of inſuring his life far 
2 money; apd, 2 concluſion, had 
iſc it to with greatpunc- 
5 Theſe alles 2 not 
deemed exculpatory by the reſt of the 
aſſembly, ho with one voice pronounc- 
ed him guilty of unwarrantable raſſineſs 
and indiſcretion, which, in time coming, 
mult undoubtedly operate to the preju- 
dice of his character and credit. , 
This was a bitter declaration to the 
young count; who, nevertheleſs, endea- 
voured to improve the footing he had 
gained among them, by counting their 
company, conforming to their manners, 
and attentively liſtening totheir diſcourſe. 
When he had cultivated them with great 
aſhduity for the ſpace of ſome weeks, 
dined at their houſes upon preſſing in- 
vitations, and received repeated offers of 
ſervice and friendſhip, believing that 
things were now ripe for the N 
he one day, at a tavern to which he had 
invited him to dinner, ventured to diſ- 
cloſe his ſituation to him whoſe counte- 
nance was the leaſt unpromiſing; and 
as he introduced the buſineſs with a pro- 
. of borrowing money, he perceived 
is eyes ſparkle with a viſible alacrity, 
from which he drew an happy preſage. 
But, alas! this was no more than a 
tranſient gleam of ſunſhine, which was 


ſuddenly obumbrated by the ſequel of 


his explanation; inſomuch, that when 
the merchant undevitood the nature of 
the ſecurity, his viſage was involved in 
a moſt diſagreeable gloom, and his eyes 
diſtorted into a moit hideous obliquity 
of viſion: indeed, he ſquinted fo hor- 
ribly, that Renaldo was amazed and 
almoſt affrighted at his looks, until he 
perceived that this diſtortion proceeded 
from concern for à filver tobacco - box 
which he had laid down, by him on the 
cable, alter having Glled his pipe: 2 
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he youth proceeded to unfold his neceſ- 
ſities, the other became gradually alarm- 
ed for this utenſil, to which he darted 
his eyes aſkance in this preternatural 
direction, until he had ſlily ſecured it in 
his pocket. . 

Having made this ſucceſsful convey- 
ance, he ſhifted his eyes alternately 
from the young gentleman to the broker, 


for a conſiderable pauſe, during which 


he in ſilence reproached the laſt for in- 
troducing ſuch a beggerly varlet to his 
acquaintance; then taking the pipe from 
his mouth, Sir, ſaid he, addreſſing 
himſelf to the count, if I bad all the 
* inclination in the world to comply 
© with your propoſal, it is really not in 
my power: my correſpondents abroad 
« have remitted ſuch a number of bad 
© bills of late, that all my running caſh 
© hath been exhauſted in ſupporting 
their credit. Mr. Ferret, ſure I am, 
you was not ignorant of my fituation; 
and I am not a little furprized that you 
* ſhould bring the gentleman to me on 
[*, buſineſs of this kind: but, as the 
© wiſe man obſerves, Bray a fool in a 
* mortar, and be l never be wiſe.” So 
Jaying, with a moſt emphatick glance 
* to the broker, he rung the bell, 
and called for thereckoning; when find- 
ing that he was to be the gueſt of Renal- 
do, he thanked bim drily for his good 


.cheer, and in an abrupt manner took - 
- tirgſelf away. L695 lad 1 
Though baffled in this quarter, tbe 


young gentleman would not deſpair; 
Þut orthwith employed Mr. Ferret in 
an application to another of the ſociety; 
Who, after having heard the terms of 
his commiſſion, deſired him to tell his 


without the concurrence of his partner, 
who happened to be at that time in one 
of our American plantations; à third 
being ſolicited, excuſed himſelf on ac- 
count of an oath which he had lately 
taken on the back of a conſiderable loſs; 
a fourth being tried, made anſwer, that 
it was not in his way; and a fifth can- 
didly owned, that he never lent money 
without proper ſecurity. 
Thus the forlorn Renaldo tried every 
riment without ſucceſs, and now 
Jaw the laſt ray of hope extinguiſhed. 
Well nigh deſtitute of preſent ſupport, 
and encompaſſed with unrelenting duns, 
he was obliged to keep within doors, 
and feek ſome comfort in the converſa- 


tion of his charming miſtreſs, and his 
10 2 


Faithful friend: yet even there he expe- 
rienced the extremeſt rigour of adverſe 
fate. Every rap at the door alarmed him 
with the expectation of ſome - noiſy 
tradeſman demanding payment; when 
he endeavoured to amuſe himſelf with 
drawing, ſome unlucky feature of the 
occaſional portrait recalled the image of 
an obdurate creditor, and made him 
tremble at the work of his own hands. 


When he fled for ſhelter to the flattering | 


creation of fancy, ſome abhorred idea 
always ſtarted up amidſt the gay viſion, 
and diſſolved the pleaſing enchantment. 

Even the ſeraphick voice of Monimia 
had no longer power to: compoſe the 


anxious tumults of his mind: _ 


ſong the warbled, every tune the pla 
recalled to his remembrance ſome ſcene 


of love and happineſs elapſed, and over- 


whelmed his ſoul with the woeful com- 
pariſon of paſt and preſent fate. He ſaw 
all that was amiable and pertect in wo- 
man, all that he held moſt dear and ſa- 
cred upon earth, tottering on the brink 
of miſery, without knowing the danger 
of her ſituation, and found himſelf un- 
able to prevent her fall, or even to fare- 
warn her of the peril; for, as we have 
already obſerved, his ſoul could not 
brook the thought of communicating the 
tidings of diſtrels to the tender-hearted 
Monimia. N vs ; N 


C HAP. X. 


-RENALDO'S DISTRESS DEEPENS, 


AND FATHOM S PLOT- THICKENS. 


8 H aggravated misfortune could 
prinoipal, that he could do nothing 


not fail to affect his temper and 
deportment: the continual efforts he 
made to conceal his vexation produced 


a manifeſt diſtraction in his behaviour 


and diſcourſe. He began to be ſeized 
with horror at the fight of poor Moni- 
mia, whom he therefore ſhunned as 
much as the circumſtances of their cor- 
reſpondence would allow; and 

evening he went forth alone to ſome ſo- 
lirary place, where he could,unperceived, 
give a luole to the tranſports of his ſor- 
row, and in lence meditate ſome means 
to lighten the burden of his' woe. His 
heart was ſomeumes fo ſavaged with 


deſpair, which repreſented mankind as 
his inveterate enemies, that he eutertain- 


ed thoughts of denouncing war againſt 
the whole community, and ſupplying 
huis 
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his own wants with the ſpoils he ſhould 
win : at other times he was tempted with 
the defire of putting an end to his miſe- 
ries and life together : yet theſe were 
bur the tranſitory ſuggeſtions of tempo- 
rary madneſs, that ſoon yielded to the 
dictates of reaſon. From the execution 
of the firſt he was reſtrained by his own 
notions of honour. and morality ; and 


from uſing the other ient, he was 
deterred by his love for Monimia, toge- 
ther with the motives of philoſophy and 
religion. / 


— ile in this manner he ſecretly 
nurſed the worm of grief that preyed 
upon his vitals, the alteration in his 
countenance and conduct did not eſcape 
the eyes of that diſcerning young lady. 
She was alarmed at the change, yet a- 
fraid to enquire into the ſource of it; for, 
being ignorant of his diſtreſs, ſhe could 
impute it to no cauſe in which her _ 
nets was not deeply intereſted. She had 
obſerve his ſtrained complaiſance and 
extraordinary emotion: ſhe had detected 
him in repeated attempts to avoid her 
company, and taken notice of his regu- 
Jar excurßons in the dark. Theſe were 
alarming ſymptoms to a lover of her de- 
: lieacy and pride : ſhe ſtrove in vain to 
t the moſt favourable conſtruction on 
what ſhe ſaw; and finally, imputed the 
effects of his deſpondence to the aliena- 
tion of his heart. Made miſerable be- 
d expreſſion by theſe ſuſpicions, ſhe 
imparted them to Fathom, who by this 
time was in full poſſeſſion of her confi- 
dence and efteem, and implored his ad- 
vice touching her conduct in ſuch a nice 
conjunfture. OE 
This artful politician, who rejoiced 
at the effect of her penetration, no 
ſooner heard himfeif queſtioned on the 
ſubject, than he gave tokens of ſurprize 
and confuſion, ſignifying his concern to 
find ſhe had Yiſcovered what (for the 
bonour of his friend) he wiſhed had 
never come to light. His behaviour 
on this occaſion confirmed her fatal 
conjecture; and ſhe conjured him in the 
moſt patherick manner to tell her if he 
thought Renaldo's heart had contraſted 
any new engagement. At this queſtion 
he ſtarted with ſigns of extreme = 
tion; and, ſtifling an artificial ſigh, 
© Sure, Madam, faid he, you cannot 
doubt the count's conftancy! I am 
© confident—he is certainly—1 proteſt, 
* Madam, 1 am fo ſhocked Hh 
_ Here he made a full pauſe, as if the 
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diſobliged 


fixed on this unhappy 


although ſhe foreſaw, that w 


conflict between his integrity and his 
friendſhip would not allow him to pro- 
ceed, and ſummoned the moiſture into 
either bb © Then are my doubts re- 
* moved!” cried the afflicted Monimia : 
© I ſee your candour in the midſt of 
your attachment to Renaldo; and will 
* no longer torment you with imperti- 


nent interrogations and vain com- 


© plaints!” With theſe words, a flood 
of tears guſhed from her enchanting 
eyes; and ſhe inſtantly withdrew into 
her own apartment, where ſhe indulged 
her ſorrow to exceſs. Nor was her grief 
unanimated with reſentment. She was 
by birth, nature, and education, inſpired - 
with that dignity of pride which enno- 
bles the human heart; and this, by the 
circumſtance of her preſent dependance, 
was rendered extremely jealous and ſu- 
ſceptible; inſomuch that ſhe could not 
brook ' the leaſt ſhadow of indifference, 
much leſs an injury of ſuch a nature, from 
the man whom ſhe had honoured with 
her affections, and for whom the had 
and deſerted her family and 
friends. b r 


Though her love was fo unalterably 

th, that with- 

out the continuation of reciprocal regard 
her life would have become an unll 
ble burden, even amidſt all t 

plendor of affluence and pomp; and 

his pro- 

tection ſhould ceaſe, ſhe muſt be left a 


wretched orphan in a —— land, ex- 


poſed to all the miſeries of want; yet, 


ſuch was the loftineſs of her diſpleaſure, 


that ſhe diſdained to complain, or even 
demand an explanation trom the. ſup- 
poſed author of her wrongs. a 
While ſhe continued undetermined 
in her, purpoſe, and fluctuating on this 
ſea of torture, Fathom, believing that 
now wag the ſeaſon for working upon 
her paſſions, while they were all in com- 
motion, became, if poſſible, more aſſi- 
duous than ever about the fair mourner, 
modelled his features into a melancho- 
by caſt, pretended to ſhare her diſtreſs 
with the moſt emphatick ſympathy, and 
endeavoured to keep her reſentment 
glowing by cunning inſinuations, which, 
though apparently deſigned to apologize 
for his friend, ſerved only to aggravate 


the guilt of his perfidy and diſhonour. 


This pretext of friendly concern, is the 
moſt effectual vehicle for the conveyance 
of malice and ſlander; and a man's re- 
pvtation. is never ſo mortally ſtabbed, 

4 as 


amble of, For my own part, I — 
© ſafely ſay, that no man upon eart 
© has - 25 regard for — than I 
© have, and it is with the utmoſt an- 
guiſh and concern that I ſee him miſ- 
© behave in ſuch a manner. Then he 
proceeds to mangle his character; and 
the good-natured hearers concluding he 
is even blacker than he is repreſented, 
on the ſuppoſition that the molt atro- 
cious circumſtances are ſoftened or ſup- 
preſſed by the tenderneſs or friendſhip 
of the accuſer, exclaim, * Good lack ! 
« what a wretch he mult be, when his 
© beſt friends will no longer attempt to 
« defend him !* Nay, ſometimes theſe 
well-wiſhers Moos 4 his defence, and 
treacherouſly betray the cauſe they have 
eſpouſed, by omitting the reaſons that 
may be urged in his vindication. 
Both theſe methods were practiſed by 
the wily Ferdinand, according to the 
redominant paſſion of Monimia : when 
E indignation prevailed, he expatiated 
upon his love and ſincere regard ſor Re- 
naldo, which, he ſaid, had grown up 
from the cradle, to ſuch a degree of fer- 
| your, that he would willingly part with 
life for his advantage. He ſhed tears 
for his apoſtacy ; but every drop made 
an indelible ſtain upon his charaQter ; 


and, in the bitterneſs of his grief, ſwore, - 


notwithſtanding his fondneſs for Renal- 
do, which had become a part of his 
conſtitution, that the young Hungarian 
deſerved the moſt infamous deſtiny, for 


having injured ſuch perfection. At 


other times, when he found her melted 
into ſilent ſorrow, he affected to excuſe 
the conduct of his friend. He informed 
her, that the young gentleman's temper 
had been uneven from his infancy ; 
that frailty was natural to man; that 
he might in time be reclaimed by ſelf- 
conviction z he even hinted, that ſhe 
might have 8 aſeribed to incon- 
ſtancy what was really the effect of ſome 
chagrin which he induſtriouſly concealed 
from his participation: but, when he 
found her diſpoſed to liſten to this laſt 
ſuggeſtion, he deſtroyed the force of it, 
by recollecting the circumſtances of his 
nocturnal rambles, which, he owned, 
would admit of nos favourable con- 
ſtruction. 

By theſe means he blew the coals of 
her jealouſy, and mance the value of 
his own character, at the ſame time; for 


ſhe looked upon him as a mirror of faith 


* 


FERDINAND COUNT FATHOM, I29 
as when the aſſaſſin begins with the pre - 


and integrity; and the mind being over · 
charged with woe, naturally ſeeks ſome 
confident, upon whoſe ſympathy it can 
repoſe itſelf: indeed, his great aim was, 
to make himſelf neceſſary to her afflic- 
tion, and ſettle a goſſiping correſpond- 
ence, in the familiarity of which he 
hoped his purpoſe would certainly be 
anſwered. | 

Yet the exertion of theſe talents was 
not limited to her alone. While he laid 
theſe trains for the hapleſs young lady, 
he was preparing ſnares of another kind 


for her unſuſpecting lover, who (for the 


completion of his miſery) about this time 
began to perceive marks of diſquiet and' 
diſpleaſure in the countenance and de- 
portment of his adored Monimia : for, 
that young lady, in the midſt of her grief, 
remembered her origin, and over her vex- 
ation affected to throw a veil of tranquil- 
lity which ſerved only to give an air of 
ditguſt to her internal diſturbance. 
— whoſe patience and philo- 
ſophy were barely ſufficient to bear the 
load of his other evils, would have been 
quite overwhelmed with the additional 
burden of Monimia's woe, if it had not 
aſſumed this appearance of diſeſteem, 
which, as he knew he had not deſerved 
it, brought his reſentment to his aſſiſt- 
ance: yet this was but a wretched cor- 
dial to ſupport him againſt the baleful 
reflections that aſſaulted him from every 
quarter; it operated like thoſe deſperate 
remedies, which, while they ſtimulate 
exhauſted nature, help to deſtroy the 
very fundamentals of the conttitution. 
He reviewed his own conduct with the 
utmoſt ſeverity, and could not recollect 
one circumſtance which could juſtly of- 
fend the idol of his ſoul. The more 
blameleſs he appeared to himſelf in this 
examination, the leſs excuſable did her 
behaviour appear. He taſked his pene- 
tration to diſcover the cauſe of this al- 
teration ;; he burned with impatience to 
know it; his diſcernment failed him; 
and he was afraid (though he knew not 
why) to demand an explanation. His 
thoughts were ſo circumftanced, that he 
durſt not even unbolom himſelf to Fa- 
thom, though his own virtue and friend- 
ſhip reſiſted thoſe ſentiments that began 
to intrude upon his mind, with ſug- 
geſtions to the prejudice of our adven- 
turer's fidelity. ä 
Nevertheleſs, unable to endure the 
tormeuts of ſuch intereſting ſuſpenſe, he 


at length made an effort to expoſtulate 
with 
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with the fair orphan; and in an abrupt 


addreſs, the effect of his fear and con- 
fuſion, begged to know if he had inad- 


vertently done any thing to incur her 


diſpleaſure. . Monimia hearing herſelf 
bluntly accoſted in this unuſual ſtrain, 
after repeated inftances of his reſerve 
and ſuppaled inconftancy, conſidered the 
queſtion as a freſh inſult; and ſummon- 
ing her whole pride to her aſſiſtance, re- 
plied vrith affected tranquillity, or ra- 
ther with an-air of ſcorn, that ſhe had 
no title to judge, neither did ſhe pre- 
tend to condemn” his conduct. This 
anſwer, ſo wide of that tenderneſs and 
concern which had hitherto manifeſted 
itſelf in the diſpoſition of his amiable 
miſtreſs, deprived him of all power to 
carry. on the converſation, and he re- 
ured with a low bow, fully convinced 
of his having irretrievably loſt the place 
he had — in her atfection; for, to 
kis imagination, warped and blinded by 
his misfortunes, her demeanor ſeemed 
fravght, not with a tranſient gleam of 
anger, which a reſpectful lover would 
oon have appeaſed, but with that con- 
tempt and indifference which denote a 
total abſence of affection and eſteem, 


She, on the other hand, miſconſtrued 
his ſudden retreat; and now they beheld 


the ations of each other through the 
falſe medium of prejudice and reſent- 
ment. To ſuch fatal miſunderſtand- 
ings, the peace and happineſs of whole 
families often fall a facrifice. 

.0 


CHAP. XI. 
OUR ADVENTURER BECOMES AB- 
SOLUTE IN HIS POWER OVER PHE 


PASSIONS OF EIS FRIEND; AND 
EFFECTS ONE HALF OF KIS AIM. 


NELUENCED by this dire miſ- 
take, the breatis of thoſe unhappy 
lovers to be invaded with the 
horrors of jealouſy: the tender-hearted 
Monimia endeavoured to devour her 
iets in filence; ſhe in ſecret bemoaned 
= forlorn fate without ceaſing; her 
tears flowed without intermiſſion from 
night to morn, and from morn to night: 
ſhe fought not to know the. object for 
which ſhe was forſaken ; ſhe meant not 
to upbraid her undoer ; her aim was to 
find a ſequeſtered corner, in which The 
could indulge her ſarrow ; where the 
brood over the melancholy re- 


« * * 
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membrance of her former felicity, where 
ſhe could recollect thoſe happy ſcenes 
ſhe had enjoyed under the wings of her 
indulgent parents, when her whole life 
was a revolution of pleaſures, and ſhe was 
ſurrounded with affluence, pomp, and 
admiration ;- where ſhe could, unmo- 
lefted, dwell upon the wretched com- 
pariſon between her paſt and preſent 
condition, and paint every circumſtance 
of her miſery in the moſt aggravating 
colours, that they might make the deeper - 
impreſſion 45 mind, and the more 
ſpeedily contribute to that diſſolution 
for which the ardently wiſhed, as a to- 
tal releaſe from woe. 
Amidf thefe pinings, ſhe be to 
loath all Ware 3 ber A 
wan, her bright eyes loſt their ſplendor, 
the roſes vaniſhed from her lips, and her 
delicate limbs could hardly ſupport their 
burden; in a word, her ſole conſola- 
tion was limited to the proſpect of de- 
ſiting her ſorrows in the grave; and 
only with was to procure a retreat 
in which ſne might wait with reſigna- 
tion for that happy period. Yet this 
melancholy 3 8 e could not ob- 
tain without the advice and mediation 
of Fathom, whom the therefore ſtill con- 
tinued to ſee and conſult. While theſe 
conſultations were held, Renaldo's bo- 
ſom was ravaged with tempeſts of rage 
and diſtraction. He believed himfelf 
ſuperſeded in the affection of his miſ- 
treſs, by ſome favoured rival, whoſe 
ſueceſs rankled at his ſoul; and though 
he ſcaree durſt communicate the ſuſpicion 
to his own heart, his obſervation con- 
tinually whiſpered to him, that he was 
ſupplanted by his friend Fathom ; for 
Monimia was totally detached from the 
converſation of every other man, and 
he had of late noted their intercourſe 
with diſtempered eyes. 
| Fla go jrnea”s ſometimes tranſ- 
rted him to ſuch a degree of frenzy, 
wk he was tempted. to facrifice — 
both, as traitors to gratitude, friend - 
ſnip, and love; but ſuch deliriums foon 
vaniſhed before his honour and humani- 
ty. He would not allow himſelf to 
think amifs of Ferdinand, until ſome 
undoubted mark of his guilt ſhould 
appear; and this Was ſo far from being 
the ca.e, that hitherto there was ſcarce 
aprefumption, On the contrary," ſaid 
he to-tiimſeff} I am hourly receiving 
« proofs of his ſympathy and attach- 
© ment: not but that he may be the 
a innocent 
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innocent cauſe of my miſhap. His 
ſuperior qualifications may have at- 


of that inconſtant fair, without his 
being ſenfible of the victory he has 
won; or, perhaps, ſhocked at the 
conqueſt he hath unwillingly made, 
he diſcourages her advances, tries to 
reaſon down her unjuſtifiable paſſion, 
and in the mean time conceals from 
me the particulars, out of regard to 
my happineſs and quiet.” 
Under cover of theſe favourable con- 
jectures, our adventurer ſecurely pro- 
ſecuted his ſcheme upon the unfortu- 
nate Monimia, He dedicated himſelf 
wholly to her ſervice and converſation, 
except at thoſe times when his company 
was requeſted by Renaldo, who now 
very ſeldom exacted his attendance. In 
his miniſtry about the perſon of the 
beauteous orphan, this cunning incen- 
diary mingled ſuch awful regard, ſuch 
melting compaſſion, as effeQually ſcreen- 
ed him from the ſuſpicion of treachery, 
while he widened the fatal breach be- 
tween her and her lover, by the moſt di- 
abolical inſinuations. He repreſented 
his friend as a voluptuary, who grati- 
fied his own appetite without the leaſt 
regard to honour or conſcience; and, 
with a ſhew of infinite reluctance, im- 
parted ſome anecdotes df his ſenſuality, 
which he had feigned for the purpoſe ; 
then he would exclaim in an affected 
tranſport, © Gracious Heaven! is it — 
© ſible for any man who has the leaſt 
© title to perception or humanity, to in- 
jure ſuch innocence and perfection! 
0 For my own part, had I been ſo un- 
deſervedly happy—heaven and earth! 
Forgive my tranſports, Madam; I 
cannot help ſeeing and admiring ſuch 
divine attractions! I cannot help re- 
« ſenting yougwrongs: it is the cauſe 
© of virtue I eſpouſe ; it ought to be the 
© cauſe of every honeſt man.” 

He had often repeated ſuch apoſtrophes 
as theſe, which ſhe aſcribed to nothing 
elſe than ſheer benevolence and virtuous 
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indignation, and actually began to think 


he had made ſome impreſſion upon her 
heart; not that he now entcrtained the 


hope of an immediate triumph over her 


chaſtity. * The more he contemplated 
her character, the more difficult the con- 
queſt ſeemed to be; he therefore altered 
his plan, and reſolved to carry on his 


operations under the ſhelter of honour- 
able propoſals, foreſeeing that a wife of 


* 
— 
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trated the eye, and engaged the heart, 


her qualifications, if properly managed, 
would turn greatly to the account of the 
huſband ; or if her virtue ſhould prove 
refractory, that he could at any. time 
rid himſelf of the incumbrance, by de- 
camping without beat of drum, after 
he ſnould be cloyed with poſſeſſion. 
Elevated by theſe expectations, he, 


one day, in the midit of a preconcerted 


rhaplody, importing that he could no 
longer conceal the fire that preyed upon 
his heart, threw himſelf on his knees 
before the lovely mourner, and in- 
printed a kiſs on her fair hand. Though 
he did not preſume to take this liberty, 
till after ſuch preparation as he thought 
had altogether extinguiſhed her regard 
for Melville, and paved the way for his 
own reception in room of that diſcarded 
lover; he had fo far overſhot his mark, 
that Monimia, inſtead of favouring his 
declaration, ſtarted up and retired in 
filence, her cheeks glowing with ſhame, 
and her eyes gleaming with indignation, 

Ferdinand no ſooner recovered from 
the confuſion produced by this unex- 
pected repulſe, than he faw the neceſſity 
of coming to a ſpeedy determination, 
leſt the offended fair-one ſhould appeal 
to Renaldo, in which caſe they might 
be mutually undeceived, to his utter 
ſhame and confuſion; he therefore re- 
ſolved to deprecate her anger, by hum- 
ble ſupplications, and by proteſting that 
whatever tortures he might ſuffer by 
ſuppreſſing his ſentiments, ſhe ſhould 
never again be offended with a: decla- 
ration of his paſſion. 

Having thus appeaſed the gentle Mo- 
nimia, and diſcovered that in ſpite of 
her reſentment his friend ſtill kept poſ- 
ſeſſion of her heart, he determined to 
work an effectual ſeparation, ſo as that 
the young lady, being utterly deſerted 
by Melville, thould be left altogether 
in his power. With this Chriftian in- 
tention, he began to ſadden his viſage 
with a double ſhade of penſive melan- 
choly, in the preſence of Renaldo; to 
ſtifle a ſucceſſion of involuntary fighs ; 
to anſwer from the purpoſe; to be inco- 
herent in his difcourſe; and, in a word, 
to act the part of a perſon wrapt up in 
ſorrowful cogitation. 

+ Count Melville, ſoon as he perceived 
theſe ' ſymptoms, very kindly enquired 
into the cauſe of them, and was not a 
little alarmed to hear the artful and eva- 
five anſwers of Ferdinand ; who, with- 
out diſcloſing the ſource ot his diſquiet, 
* 02423 38 _ eaunettly 
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132 
earneſtly begged leave to retire into ſome 
other corner of the world. Rouzed by 
this intreaty, the Hungarian's jealouſy 
awoke, and with violent agitation he 
exclaimed : Then are my fears too 
© true! My dear Fathom, I compre- 
© hend the meaning of your requeſt, 


I have for ſome time perceived an hoſt 


of horrors approaching from that quar- 
© ter. I know your worth and honour, 
© I depend upon your friendſhip; and 
* conjure you by all the ties of it, to 
© free me at once from the moſt miſe- 
© rable ſuſpenſe, by owning you have 
* mvoluntarily captivated the heart of 
© that unhappy maiden?” 

To this folemn interrogation he made 
no reply; but ſhedding a flood of tears, 
(of which he had always a magazine 
at command) he repeated his deſire of 
withdrawing ; and took God to witneſs, 
that what he ſed was ſolely for the 
quiet of his honoured patron and be- 
loved friend. Enough !” cried the un- 
fortunate Renaldo; the meaſure of my 
woes is now filled up.“ So ſaying, 
he fell backwards in a ſwoon, from 
which he was with difficulty recovered 
to the ſenſation of the moſt exquiſite tor- 
ments. During this paroxiſm, our ad- 
venturer nurſed him with infinite care 
and tenderneſs; heexhorted him to ſum- 
mon all his fortitude to his aſſiſtance; 
to remember his fore-fathers, and ex- 
ert himſelf in the imitation of their 
virtues; to fly from thoſe bewitching 
charms which had enſlaved his better 

z to retrieve his peace of mind, by 
refleting on the inconſtancy aud ingra- 
titude of woman, and amuſe his ima- 
gination in the purſuit of honour and 
glory. a Fa Ng 
After theſe admonitions, he amuſed 

his cars with a forged detail of the gra- 

dual advances made to him by Moni- 

mia, and the ſteps he had taken to diſ- 

courage her addreſſes, and re-eftabliſh 

her virtue; poiſoning the mind of that 

credulous youth to tuch a degree, that 

in all — — he would have put a 

fatal period to his own exiſtence, had 

not Fathom found means to allay the 

rage of his extaſy, by the cunning ar- 

t of oppoſite conſiderations. 

He ſet his pride againſt his love; he op- 

his reſentment to his ſorrow, and 

his ambition to his deſpair. Notwith- 
ſtanding the balance of power, ſo ſettled 

among theſe antagoniſts, ſo violent were 

"the ſhocks of their ſucceſſive conflicts, 
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that his boſom fared like a wretched 
province, haraſſed, depopulated, and laid 
waſte, by two fierce contending armies, 

From this moment his life was nothing 
but an alternation of ſtarts. and reveries; 
he wept and raved by turns, accordin 
to the prevailing guſt of paſſion; f. 
became a ſtranger to his lips, and ſleep 
to his eye-lids; he could not ſupport 
the preſence of Monimia; her abſence 
increaſed the torture of his pangs; and 
when he met her by accident, he ſtarted 
back with horror, like a traveller who 
chances to tread upon a ſnake. 

The afflicted orphan, worn to a 
ſhadow with ſelf-conſuming anguiſh, 
eager to find ſome lowly retreat, where 
ſhe could breathe out her ſoul in peace, 
and terrified at the frantick behaviour 
of Renaldo, communicated to Fathom 
her defire of removing, and begged that 
he would take a ſmall picture of her 
father, decorated with diamonds, and 
convert them into money, for the ex- 

nce of her ſubſiſtence. This was the 
alt pledge of her family, which ſhe had 
received. from her mother, who had 
preſerved it in the midſt of numberleſs 
diſtreſſes; and no other ſpecies of miſery 
but that which ſhe groaned under could 
have prevailed upon the daughter to part 
with it. But, excluſive of other motives, 
the very image itlelf, by recalling to her 
mind the honours of her name, up- 
braided her with living in dependence 
upon a man who had treated her with 
ſuch indignity and ingratitude; beſides, 
ſhe flattered herſelf with the hope that 
ſhe ſhould not long ſurvive the loſs of 
this teſtimonial. 

Our adventurer, with many profeſ- 
ſions of ſorrow and mortification at his 
own want of capacity to prevent ſuch 
an alienation, undertook, to diſpoſe of 
it to the beſt advantage, And to provide 
her with a cheap and retired apartment, 
to which he would conduct her in ſafety, 
though at the hazard of his life. In the 
mean time, however, he repaired to his 
friend Renaldo; and after having ad- 
moniſhed him to arm his ſoul with pa- 
tience and philoſophy, declared that 
Monimia's guilty paſſion for himſelf 
could no longer be kept within bounds : 
that ſhe had conjured him, in the moſt 

reſſing manner, to aſſiſt her in eſcaping 
— a houſe which ſhe conſidered as 


.the worſt of dungeons, becauſe ſhe was 


in it daily expoſed to the fight and com- 
pany of a man whom ſhe deteſted 3 — 
at 
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that ſhe had bribed him to compliance 
with her requeſt, not only with repeated 
22 of eternal love and ſubmiſſion, 
ut alſo with the picture of her father 
ſet with diamonds, which ſhe had hi- 
therto reſerved as the laſt and greateit 
teſtimony of her affection and eſteem. 
With theſe words, he preſented the 
fatal pledge to the eyes of the aſtoniſhed 
youth, upon whom it operated hke the 
poiſonous ſight of the baſiliſk ; for, in 
an inſtant, the whole paſſions of his 
ſoul were in the moſt violent agitation. 
« What! cried he, in an extaſy of rage, 
© is ſhe ſo abandoned to perfidy, ſo loſt 
© to ſhame, ſo damned to conitancy, to 
© gratitude, and virtuous love, as to 
© meditate the means of leaving me 
© without decency, without remorle ! 
© to forſake me in my adverſity, when 
* my hapleſs fortune can no longer 
© flatter the pride and vanity of her ex- 
© peRation! O woman! woman! wo- 
© man! what mile ſhall I find to illuſ- 
© trate the character of the ſex? But 
© I will not have recourſe to rain com- 
plaints and feeble exclamations. By 
Heaven ! ſhe ſhall not eſcape; ſhe ſhail 
not triumph in her levity ; ſhe ſhall 
not exult in my diftreſs: no! I will 
rather ſacrifice her to my juſt reſent- 
ment, to the injured powers of love 
and friendſhip, Iwill act the aveng- 
ing miniſter of Heaven! I will man- 
le that fair boſom which contains ſo 
Falſe a heart! I will tear her to pieces, 
and ſcatter thoſe beauteous limbs, as a 
ey to the beaſts of the field and the 
fowls of the air!” 
Fathom, who expected this ſtorm, 
far from attempting to oppoſe it's pro- 
eſs, waited with patience until it's 
feſt violence was overblown ; then, aſ- 
ſuming an air of condolence, animated 
with that reſolution which a friend 
ought to maintain on ſuch occaſions, 
© My dear count, ſaid he, © I am not 
© at all ſurprized at your emotion, be- 
© cauſe T know what a heart, ſuſcepti- 
© ble as yours, muſt feel from the apol- 
© tacy of one who has reigned fo long 
© the object of your love, admiration, 
and efteem. Your endeavours to drive 
* her from your thoughts, muſt create 
© an agony much more ſevere than that 
* which divorces the ſoul from the body. 
©. Nevertheleſs, I am ſo confident of 
© your virtue and your manhood, as to 


m => 19 % 8 KA A a a a 


' © foreſee that you will allow the frail 
© Monimia to execute that reſolution 


© which the hath ſo unwiſely taken to 


© withdraw herſelf from your love and 


© proteion. Believe me, my beſt friend 


and benefactor, this is a ſtep, in con- 
© ſequence of which you will infallibly 
© retrieve your peace of mind. It may 
* coſt you many bitter pangs, it may 
© probe your wounds to the quick; but 
* thoſe pangs will be ſoothed by thegen- 
* tle and falutary wing of time, and that 
* probing will rouze you to a due ſenſe 
© of your own dignity and importance, 
© which will enable you to convert your 
© attention to objects far more worthy 
© of your contemplation. All the hopes 
of happineſs you had cheriſhed in the 
© poſſeſſion of Monimia, are now irre- 
coverably blaſted; her heart is now 
* debaſed beneath your conſideration ; 
© her love is, without all doubt, extin- 
« guiſhed, and her honour irretrievably 
© loſt; inſomuch, that were ſhe to pro- 
« feſs ſorrow for her indiſcretion, and 
implore your forgiveneſs with the moſt 
* ſolemn promiſes of regarding you for 
* the future with unalterable fidelity 
© and affection, you ought not to reſtore 
© her to that place in your heart which 
© the hath ſo meanly — becauſe 
© you could not at the ſame time rein- 
© {tate her in the poſſeſſion of that deli- 
© cate eſteem, without which there is no 
© harmony, no rapture, no true enjoy- 
© ment in love. No, my dear Renaido, 
«© expel the unworthy tenant from your 
* bolom ; allow her to fill up the mea- 
© ſure of her ingratitude, by deſerting 
© her lover, friend, and benefaRor. 
© Your glory demands her diſmiſſion; 
© the world will applaud your genero- 
« ſity, and your own heart approve of 
your conduct: fo diſincumbered, let 
© us exert ourſelves once more in pro- 
* moting your departure from this iſland, 
* that you may reviſit your father's 
* houſe, do juſtice to yourſelf and amia- 
© ble ſiſter, and take vengeance on the 
* author of your wrongs; then dedicate 
« yourſelf to glory, in imitation of your 
© renowned anceſtors, and flouriſh in 

the favour of your Imperial patron.” 
Theſe remonſtrances had ſuch effect 
upon the Hungarian, that his face was 
lighted up by a tranſient gleam of ſatis- 
faction; he embraced Ferdinand with 
great ardour, calling him his pride, his 
entor, his 5 genius; and intreated 
him to gratity the inclination of that 
fickle creature, ſo far as to convey her 
to another lodging, without loſs of time, 
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while he would, by abſenting himſelf, 
favour their retreat. 

Dur hero having obtained this permiſ- 
fion, went immediately to the ſkirts of 
the town, where he had previouſly be- 
ſpoke a ſmall, though neat apartment, 
at the houſe of an old woman, widow 
of a French refugee : he had already re- 
. connoitred the ground, by ſounding 
his landlady, from whoſe poverty an 
complaiſance he found reaſon to expect 
all ſorts of freedom and opportunity for 
_ the accompliſhment of bis aim upon 
Monimia's perſon. The room. being 
prepared for her reception, he returned 
to that diſconſolate beauty, to whom he 
preſented ten guineas, which he pretend- 
ed to have raiſed by pledging the pic- 
ture; though he bimlelf acted as the 
pawnbroker on this occaſion, 

lain and obvious reaſon. 
The fair orphan was overjoyed to find 
her wiſh ſo ſpeedily accompliſhed : ſhe 

' forthwith packed up her neceſſaties in a 
trunk; and a hackney-coach was call- 
ed in the duſk of the evening, in which 
ſhe imbarked with her baggage and con- 
duRor. 


for a very 


Yet ſhe did not leave the habitation of 


Renaldo without regret. In the inſtant 
of parting, the idea of that unfortunate 
youth was aſſociated with every well- 
e object that preſented itſelf to her 
eyes 3 not as an inconſtant, ungenerous, 
and perjured ſwain, but as the accom- 
pliſhed, the virtuous, the melting lover, 
who had captivated her virgin heart. As 
Fathom led her to the door, the was 
met by Renaldo's dog, which had long 
- been her favourite, and the poor animal 
fawning upon her as ſhe paſſed, her 
heart was overwhelmed with ſuch a 
guſh of tenderneſs, that a flood of tears 
freamed down her cheeks, and ſhe had 
well nigh funk upon the floor. 
Ferdinand conſidering this emotion as 
the Jaſt tribute ſhe would pay to Renal- 
do, hurried. her into the coach, where 
ſhe ſoon recovered her compoſure; and 
in a little: time he uſhered her into the 
houſe of Madame La Mer, by whom ſhe 
was received with great cordiality, and 
conducted to her apartment, with which 
ſhe found no other fault but that of it's 
being too good fot one in her forlotn 
fituation : here, while the tear of -gri 
titude ſtarted :in either eye, ſhe thanked 
eur adventurer. for his benevolence and 
kind concern, . aſſuring him, that ſhe 
would not fail daily to beſeech the Moſt 
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would be 


High to ſhower down bleſſings upon 
him, as the orphan's friend and protec- 
tor. : 
Fathom was not deficient in, thoſe ex- 
preſſions that were beſt adapted to her 
preſent turn of mind : he oblerved, that 
what he had done way in obedience to 
the dictates of common humanity, which 
would have prompted him to aſſiſt any 
fellow-creature in diſtreſs; but that her 
peculiar virtue and qualifications were 
ſuch as challenged the utmoſt exertion 
of his faculties in her ſervice. He ſaid, 
that ſurely Heaven had not created ſuch 
perfection in vain ; that ſhe was deſtined 
to receive as well as to communicate 
happineſs; and that the Providence which 
ſhe ſo piouſly adored, would not fail, 
in due ſeaſon, to raiſe her from diſtreſs 
and affliftion, to that honour and feli- 
city for which ſhe was certainly ordain- 
ed: in the mean time, he intreated her to 
depend upon his ſervice and fidelity; and 
the article of her board being ſettled, he 
lefther tothe company and conſolation of 
her diſcreet hoſtels, who ſoon inſinuated 
herſelf into the good opinion of her 
beauteous lodger. 

While ON was employed in this 
tranſaction, Renaldo ſallied forth in a 
ſort of intoxicztion, which Fathom's ad- 
monitions had inſpired; and repairing 
to a certain noted coffee houſe, engaged 
at cheſs with an old French retugre+, 
that his attention, by being other wiſe 
employed, might not ſtray towards that 
fata] obje& which he ardently wiſhed to 
forget. But, unluckily for him, he had 
ſcarce performed three moves of the 
game, when his ears were expoſed to a 
dialogue between two young gentlemen; 
one of whom aſked the other 1t he would 
go and ſee the orphan acted at one of 
the theatres ; obſerving, as a farther 
inducement, that the part of Monimia 
rformed by a young gentle- 
woman who had never appeared on the 
Rage. At mention of that name, Re- 
nad ſtarted; for, though it did not 
properly belong to his orphan, it was 
the appellation by which ſhe had been 
diſtinguiſhed ever ſince her ſeparation 
from her father's houſe;z and therefore 
it recalled her to his imagination in the 


mot intereſting point of view. Though 


he.endeavoured to expel the image by a 
cloſer application to his play, every now 
and then it intruded upon his fancy, 
and at each return made a ſtronger im- 
preſſion; ſo that he found himſelf 5 
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the ſituation of an unfortunate bark 


ſtranded upon ſome hidden rock, which, 


when the wind begins to blow, feels 
_eyery ſucceeding wave more boiſterous 
than the former, until, with irreſiſtible 


fury, they ſurmount her decks, ſweep 
every thing before them, and daſh her 
all to pieces. 

The retugee had obſerved his firit 
emotion, which he attributed to an un- 
foreſeen advantage he himſelf had gain- 
ed over the Hungarian: but ſe-ing him, 
in the ſequel, bite his lip, roll his eyes, 

roan, writhe his body, ejaculate inco- 

erent curſes, and — his game, 
the Huguenot concluded that he was 
mad; and being ſeized with terror and 
diſmay, got up and ſcampered off with- 
out ceremony or heſitation. 

Melville, thus left to the horrors of 
his own thought, which tortured him 
with the apprehenſion of loſing Moni- 
mia for ever, could no longer combat 
that ſuggeſtion, but ran homewards with 
all the ſpeed he could exert, in order to 

revent her retreat. When he croſſed 
the threſhold, he was ftruck with ſuch 
a damp of preſaging fear, that he durit 
not in perſon approach her apartment, 
nor even, by queſtioning the ſervant, in- 
form himſelf of the particulars he want- 


ed to know; yet his ſuſpence becoming 


more in{upportable than his fear, he 
ruſhed from room to room in queſt of that 
which was not to be found; and ſeeing 
Monimia's chamber-door open, entered 
the deſerted temple in a ſtate of dittrac+ 


tion, calling aloud upon her name. All 


was ſilent, lolitary, and woeful. * She is 


gone! he cried, ſhedding a flood of 
tears; * ſhe is for ever loſt; and all my 


* hopes of happineſs are fled !* 

So ſaying, he ſunk upon that couch 
on which Manila had oft repoſed, and 
abandoned himſelf to all the exceſs of 


grief and deſpondence. In this deplo- 
rable condition he was found by our 
adventurer, who gently chid him for his 


want of reſolution, and again repelled 
his ſorrow, by arouſing his reſentment 
againſt the innocent cauſe of his diſquiet, 


having beforehand forged the particulars 


of provocation, * Is it ble,” ſaid 
he, that Renaldo can ſtill retain the 
© leaſt ſentiment of regard for a fickle 


woman, by whom he has been ſo un- 


* gratefully forſaken. and fo unjuſt! 
; Forned ? Ts it poſhble he can de 1 


4 diſturbed by the loſs of a creature who 
„8 herſelf loſt to all virtue and deco-— 
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rum? Time and reflection, my wer- 
thy friend, will cure you of that in- 
glorious malady : and the future miſ- 
conduct of that imprudent dainſel 
will, doubtleſs, contribute to the re- 
covery of your peace. Her behaviour 
at leaving the houſe where ſhe had 
received ſo many marks of the moſt 
delicate affection, was in all reſpects 
ſo oppoſite to honour and deceney, 
that I could ſcarce refrain from tell - 
ing her I was ſhocked at her deport- 
ment, even while ſhe loaded me with 
proteſtations of love. When a wo- 
man's heart is once depraved, ſhe bids 
adieu to all reftraint ; ſhe preſerves 
no meaſures, It was not ſimply con- 
tempt which ſhe expreſſed for Renal- 
do; ſhe ſeems to reſent his bein 
able to live under her diſdain; an 
that reſentment ſtoops to objects un- 
worthy of indignation. Even 

dog was not exempted from the ef- 
feds of her diſpleaſure: for, in her 
paſſage to the door, ſhe kicked the 
poor animal as one of your depen- 
dants; and in our way to the apart- 
ment I had provided for her, the en- 
tertained me with a ludicrous com- 
ment upon the manner in which you 
firſt made her acquainted with your 
paſſion. All that modeſty of carr 

all that chaſtity of converſation, all tas 
dignity of grief, which ſhe knew ſo 
well how to affect, is now entirely laid 
aſide, and when I quitted ber, the 
ſeemed the moſt gay, giddy, and im- 
pertinent of her ſex.” 

| © Gracious powers l' exclaimed Re- 
naldo, ſtarting from the couch © am I 
under the delufion of a dream; or 
are theſe things really ſo, as my friend 
has repreſented them? Such a total 


and ſudden neracy is amazing ! 
is monſtrous — — Such, 
my dear rount,” replied our hero, © is 
the caprice of. a female heart, fickle as 


the wind, uncertain as a calm at ſea, 
fixed to no principle, but ſwayed 


2 1 yourſelf, there 
ore, my friend, u our ha 

ene from duch 0 — 
plague; upon the voluntary exile of a 
traitor from your boſom ; recolle& 
the dictates of your duty, your diſ- 
cretion, and your glory, and think 
vpon the hohours and elevated en- 
joyment for which you are certainly 
ordained, 'To-night, let us over a 
27 chearful 
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CHAP. XII. 


THE ART OF BORROWING FARTHER 
EXPLAINED, AND AN ACCOUNT 
OF A STRANGE PHENOMENON, | 


N this manner did the —_—_ _ 
diary work upon the paſſions of the 
nt 2 anfuleRing Hungarian, who 
preſſed him to his breaſt with the moſt 
cordial expreffions of friendſhip, call- 
ing him his guardian, his ſaviour, his 
| ſecond father, and gave himſelf up whol- 
ly to his advice. 

Next morning, according to the plan 
they had laid over night, they repaired 
to a tavern in the neighbourhood of the 
perion to whom our adventurer had been 
directed, and were fortunate enough to 


find him in the houſe, tranſacting a 


money affair with a young gentleman 
who treated him wich his morning's 


whet. | 
That affair being negociated, he ad- 
I into another room with Re- 
naldo and his companion, who were 
nat a little ſurprized to ſee this miniſter 
of Plutus in the ſhape of a young 
rightly beau, trimmed up in all the 
y of the faſhion; for they had hi- 
therto always aſſociated with the idea 
of an uſurer, old age, and ruſty ap- 
After divers modiſh congees, be 
beer to know. to what he ſhould at. 
ute the honour of their meſlage ; 
hen Ferdinand, who acted the orator, 
told him, that his friend Count Mel 
ville, havin r for a 1 
money, bad direded to a gentle - 
man of his name, And I ſuppoſe,” 
added he, you are the ſon of the per- 
_ * ſon with whom the affair is to be ne- 
© goci 


« Sir, faid this petit martre, with a 
ſmile, * I perceide you are ſurprized to 
+ ſee one of my proſeſſio 
= of a gentleman; and per- 

6 our wonder will not ceaſe, 

*y F tell you, that my education 
_ © was liberal, and that I once had the 
to bear a commiſſion in the 
© Britiſh army. I was, indeed, a firſt 
© lieutenant of marines, and will ven- 


n in the ap- 
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1 chearful bottle antici | 


© and to-morrow I will accom 
© to the houſe of an uſurer, who, Iam 
_ © informed, fears no riſk, 2 

© twenty per cent. be given, and the 
* borrower's life inſured.” 


ture to ſay, that no officer in the ſer- 
vice was more delicate than myſelf, 
in obſerving all the punctilios of ho- 
nour. I entertained the utmoſt con- 
tempt for all the trading part of the 
nation, and ſuffered myſelf to be run 
through the body in a duel, rather 
than roll with a brother lieutenant, 
who was a broker's ſon : but, thank 
Heaven! I have long ago conquered 
all thoſe ridiculous prejudices. I ſoon 
obſerved, that without money there 
was no reſpect, honour, or conve- 
nience to be acquired in life; that 
wealth amply ſupplied the want of 
wit, merit, and pedigree, having in- 
fluence and pleaſure ever at command; 
and that the world never failed to 
worthip the flood of affluence, with- 
out examining the dirty channels 
through which it commonly flowed. 
At the end of the war, Aladin my 
appointments reduced to two hillings 
and four-pence per day, and being 
addicted to pleaſures which I could 
not poſſibly purchaſe from ſuch a fund, 
I ſold my half-pay for two hundred 
pounds, which I lent upon bond to 
a young officer of the ſame regiment, 
on condition that he ſhould inſure his 
life, and reſtore one-fourth part of the 
ſum by way of premium. I happen- 
ed to be lucky in this firſt eſſay; for 
the borrower, having in ſix weeks ex- 
pended the money, made an excurſion 
on the highway, was apprehended, 
tried, convicted of felony, and cut 
his own throat, to prevent the ſhame 
of a publick execution; ſo that his 
bond was diſcharged by the inſurers. 
In ſhort, gentlemen, when I en- 
gaged in this buſineſs, I determined 
to carry it on with ſuch ſpirit, as 
would either make my fortune, or 
entirely ruin me in a little time; and 
hitherto my endeavours have been 
tolerably ſucceſsful : nor do I think 
my proceedings a whit more criminal 
or unjuſt, than thaſe of other mer- 
chants, who ſtrive to turn their money 
to the beſt account, The commodity 
I deal in is caſh; and it is my bu- 
© ſineſs to ſell it to the beſt advantage. 
© A London factor ſends a cargo of 
. goods to market, and if he gets two 
hundred per cent. upon the ſale, he is 
© commended for his induſtry and ad- 
« dreſs, If I fell money for one-fourth 
« part of that profit, certain perſans 
« will be ſo. unjuſt, as to cry ſhame 


« upon 
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© upon me, for taking ſuch advantage 
c I ay neighbour's diſtreſs : not conſi- 
« dering, that the trader took four times 
the ſame advantage of thoſe people who 
© bought his cargo, though his riſk was 
© not half ſo great as mine; and al- 
though the money I fold, perhaps re- 
© trieved the borrower from the ver 

« jaws of deſtruction. For example, it 
« was but yeſterday I ſaved a worthy 
« man from being arreſted for 4 ſum of 
© money, for which he had bailed a friend 
« who treacherouſly left him in the 
© Jurch; as he did not foreſee what 
c 


would happen, he had made no pro- 


© vihon for the demanl, and his ſpnere 
of life ſecluding him from all torts 
© of monied intercourſe, he could not 
© raiſe the caſh by his credit in the uſual 
© way of borrowingz fo that, without 
© my aſſiſtance, he mu have gone to 
« gaol; a diſgrace which would have 
© proved fatal to the peace of his fa- 
© mily, and utterly ruined his reputa- 
tion. Nay, that very young gentle- 
© man from whom I juſt now parted, 
« will in all probability be indebred 
4 
c 
« 
« 
c 
4 
« 
c 
4 
Ly 
c 


to me for a very genteel livelihood, 


He had obtained the abſolute pro- 
miſe of being provided for, by a 
great man, who fits at the helm of af- 
tairs in a neighbouring kingdom; but 
being deſtitute of all other reſources, 
he could not have equipped himſelf 
for the voyage, in order to profit b 
his lordſnip's intention, unleſs I had 
enabled him to purſue his good for- 
tune.“ 
Renaldo was not a little pleaſed to 
hear this harangue, to which Fathom 
replied with many florid encomiums 


upon the uſurer's good ſenſe and hu- 


mane diſpoſition: then he explained the 
errand of his friend, which was to bor- 
row three hundred pounds, in order to 
retrieve his inheritance, of which he had 
been defrauded in his abſence. 

© Sir,* ſaid the lender, addreſiin 
himſelf to Count Melville, I een. 
to have acquired by experience ſome 
© {kill in phyſiognomy; aad though 
© there are ſome faces ſo deeply diſguiſ- 
ed as to baffle all the penetration of 
* gur art, there are others in which the 
© heart appears with ſuch nakedueſs of 
integrity as at once to recommend it 
* to our good-will. Lon, your coun- 
© tenance prepoſſeſſes me in your fa- 


© your; and you ſhall be accommo- 


dated upon thoſe terms from which I 
© never deviate, provided you can find 
« proper ſecurity that you ſhalf not 
quit the Britiſh dominions; for that, 
« with me, is a condition /ine qua num. 
This was a very difagreeable decla- 
ration to Renaldo, who candidly owned, 
that as his concerns lay upon the con- 
tinent, his purpoſe was to leave Eng- 
land without delay. The uſurer pro- 
feſſed himſelf ſorry that it was not in 
his power to oblige him; and, in order 
to prevent any farther importunity, aſ- 
ſured them, he had laid it down as a 
maxim, from which he would never 
ſwerve, to avoid all dealings with peo- 
ple whom (if need ſhould be) he could 
not ſue by the laws of this realm. 
Thus the intervention of one un- 
lucky and unforeſeen circumſtance blaſt- 
ed, in an inttant, the budding hopes of 
Melville; who, while his viſage exhi- 
bited the moſt ſorrowful diſappoint- 
ment, begged to know, if there was 
any perfon of his acquaintance who 
might be leis ſcrupulous in that partis 
cular. | 
The young gentleman direQed them 
to another member of his profeſſion 
and, wiſhing them ſucceſs, took his leave 
with great form and complaiſance. This 
inſtance of politeneſs was, however, no 
more than a ſhift to diſengage himſrlf 
the more eaſily from their intreaties 3 
for, when the caſe was opened to the 
ſecond uſurer, he bleſſed himſelf from 
ſuch cuſtomers. and diſmiſſed them with 
the moſt mortifying and boorith refuſal. 
Notwithſtanding theſe repulſes, Renaldo 
reſolved to make one deſperate puſh 
and, without allowing himſelf the le 
reſpite, ſolicited, one by one, not fewer 
than fifteen, perſons who dealt in this 
kind of traffick, and his propoſals were 
rejected by each. At lat, atigved by 
the toil, and exaſperated at the ill ſuc- 
ceſs of his expedition; and half mad 
with the recollection of his finances, 
which were now drained to half a 
crown. Since we have nothing to ex- 
© pe," cricd he, © from the favodr of 
« Chriſtians, let us have recourfe to 
© the deſcendants of Judah. Though 
© they lie under the general reptoach of 
© nations, as a people dead to vittite 
© and benevolence, and wholly devoted 
© to avarice, fraud, and extortion, the 
© moſt ſavage of their tribe cannot treat 
© me with more barbarity of indiffe- 
s : 5 rence, 
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© rence, than I have experienced among 
<« thoſe who are the authors of their re- 
6 proach.” / 
Although Fathom looked upon this 
zropoſal as an extravagant ſymptom of, 
ir, he affected to approve of the 
ſcheme, and encouraged Renaldo with 
ſucceeding in another quar- 
ter even if this expedition ſhould fail : 
for, by this time, our adventurer was 
half reſolved to export him at his own 
charge, rather than he ſhould be much 
longer reſtriẽted in his deſigns upon Mo- 
nimia. 


. Meanwhile, being reſolved to try the 
riment upon the children of Iſrael, 
betook themſelves to the houſe of 

a rich Jew, whoſe wealth they conſider- 

ed as a proof of his rapaciouſneſs; 


F 


and, being admitted into his compting- 


ſo as, in a 


houſe, they found him in the midſt of 
_ a dozen clerks, when Renaldo, in 
is imagination, likened him unto a 
miniſter of darkneſs ſurrounded by his 
familiars, and planning ſchemes of mi- 
ſery to be executed upon the hapleſs 
ſons of men. In ſpite of theſe ſug- 
ions, which were not at all miti- 
ted by the forbidding aſpect of the 
brew, he demanded a private audi- 


| ence; and, being uſhered into another 


ent, he explained his buſineſs 

with manifeſt marks of diſorder and 
affliction. Indeed, his confuſion was in 
ſome meaſure owing to the looks of the 
Jew; who, in the midſt of his exordium, 
pulled down his eye-brows, which 
were ſurprizingly black and buſhy, 
arance, totally to extin- 
iſh his viſage, though he was all the 
time obſerving our youth from behind 


thoſe almoſt impenetrable thickets. 


Melville having fignified his requeſt, 
© Young gentleman, ſaid the Iſraelite, 
with a molt diſcordant voice, * what in 
© the name of goodneſs could induce 
© you to come to me upon {ich an er- 
© rand? Did you ever hear that I lent 
© money to ſtrangers without ſecurity ?' 
No, replied Renaldo; nor did I 
© believe I ſhould profit by my applica- 
© tion: but my affairs are deſperate; 
« and my propoſals having been reject- 
© ed by every Chriſtian to whom they 


pere offered, I was reſolved to try 


© my fate among the Jews, who are 
« reckoned another ſpecies of men. 
Fathom, alarmed at this abrupt re- 


. ply. which he ſuppoſed could not fail 
to diſguſt 


the merchant, interpoſed in 


FERDINAND COUNT FATHOM, 


the converſation, by making an apolo-—- 
gy for the plain dealing of his friend, 
who, he ſaid, was ſoured and ruffled 
by his misfortunes : then, exerting 
that power of eloquence which he had 
at command, he expoſtulated upon Re- 
naldo's claim and expectations; de- 
ſcribed the wrongs he had ſuffered, ex- 
tolled his virtue, and drew a moſt pa- 
thetick picture of his diſtreſs. 

The Jew liſtened attentively for ſome 
time ; then his eye-brows began to riſe 
and fall alternately : he coughed, ſneez- 
ed, and winking hard, ] am plagued,” 


faid he, with a ſalt rheum that trick- 


les from my eyes without intermiſ- 
© fion.” So ſaying, he wiped the moi- 
ſture from his face, and proceeded in 
theſe words. Sir, your ſtory is plau- 
* ſible, and your friend is a good advo- 
* cate; but, before I give an anſwer. to 
« your demand, I mult beg leave to 
* alk if you can produce undeniable 
* evidence of your being the identical 
« perſon you really aſſume. If you 
* are really the Count De Melville, 
* you will excuſe my caution z we can- 
not be too much on our guard againſt 
* fraud, though I muſt own you have 
© not the air of an impoſtor.” 
Renaldo's eyes began to ſparkle at 
this preliminary queſtion ; to which he 
replied, that he could procure the teſti- 
mony of the emperor's miniſter, to 
whom he had occaſionally paid his re- 
ſpeRs ſince his firſt arrival in England. 
If that be the caſe,” faid the Jew, 
take the trouble to call here to- mor- 
row morning at eight o'clock, and I 
will carry. you in my own coach to 
the houſe of his excellency, with 
whom I nave the honour o be nc- 
quainted ; and, if he has nothing to 
object againſt your character or pre- 
tenſions, I will contribute my affiit- 
ance towards your obtaining juſtice 
at the Imperial court.” 
The Hungarian was ſo much con- 
founded at this unexpected reception, 
that he had not power to thank the mer- 
chant for his promiſed favour, but 
ſtood motionleſs and filent, while the 
ſtreams of gratitude ran down his 
cheeks, This genuine emotion of the 
heart was of more weight with the 
Jew than the eloquent acknowledgment 
which Ferdinand took the opportunity 
of making'for his friend ; and he was 
fain to diſmiſs them a little abruptly, 
in order to prevent a ſecond diſcharge — 
that 
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that ſame rheum of which he had al- 
ready complained. 
Melville recolle&ed all that had hap- 


pened as a dream, which had no foun- 


dation in truth, and was all day long 
in a ſort of delirium, produced by the 
alternate guſts of hope and fear that 
ſill agitated his boſom ; for he was 
not yet without apprehenſion of being 
again diſappointed by ſome unlucky 
occurrence. 

He did not, however, fail to be 
punctual to the hour of his appoint- 
ment, when the Jew told him, there 
would be no occaſion for viſiting the 
ambaſſador, becauſe Renaldo had been 
the preceding day recognized by one 
of the clerks, who had been employed 
as a purveyor in the Imperial army; 
and who, knowing his family, con- 
firmed every thing he had alledged. 
After breakfaſt, continued this be- 
nevolent Iſraelite, I will give you an 
order upon my banker for five hun- 
© dred pounds, that you may be ena- 
© bled to appear at Vienna, as the ſon 
© and repreſentative of Count Melville; 
© and you ſhall alſo be furniſhed with 


© a letter of recommendation to a per - 


© ſon of ſome influence at that court, 
© whoſe friendſhip and countenance 
© may be of ſome ſervice to your ſuit : 
© for I am now heartily engaged in 
C poor intereſt, in conſequence of the 
© fair and unblemiſhed character which 
© I find you have hitherto main- 
6 tained.” 


The reader muſt appeal to his own 


heart, to acquire a jult idea of Renal- 
do's feelings when every tittle of theſe 
promiſes. was fulfilled, and the mer- 
chant refuſed to take one farthing by 
way. of premium, contenting himſelf 
with, the ſlender ſecurity of à perſonal 
bond. He was, in truth, overwhelm- 
ed with' the obligation, and certainly 
diſpoſed to believe, that his benefactor 
was ſomething more than human. As 
for Fathom, his ſentiments. took a. dif- 
ferent turn; and he ſcrupled. not. to 
impute all this kindneſs to ſome deep- 
laid _ intereſted ſcheme, the ſcope of 
which he could not at preſent compre- 
hend. L206 101 ; te 
After the tumults of the young gen- 


tleman's joy had ſubſided, and he found 


himſelf eaſed of that burdenſome 
verty, under which he had — gr 
7 his thoughts, which before were 


pated upon the various circumſtan- 


ces of diſtreſs, began to collect them - 


ſelves in a body, and to reſume their 
deliberations upon a fubje&t which 
they had been long accuſtomed to con- 
ſider ; this was no other than the for- 
lorn Monimia, whoſe idea now emerged 
in his boſom, being diſencumbered of 
one part of the load by which it had 
been depreſſed. He mentioned her 
name to Fathom, with marks of the 
moſt melting compaſſion, deplored her 
apoſtaſy, and, while he proteſted that 
he had divorced her for ever from his 
heart, expreſſed an inclination to fee 
her once more before his departure, that 
he might in perſon exhort her to peni- 
tence and reformation, 

Our adventurer, who dreaded ſuch 
an interview as the infallible means of 
his own ruin, reſiſted the propoſal with 
the whole power of his elocution. He 
affirmed, that Renaldo's deſire was a 
manifeſt proof that he ſtil] retained part 
of the fatal poiſon which that inchant- 
reſs had ſpread within his veins,. and 
that the fight of her, ſoftened by his 
reproaches into tears and affected con- 
trition, would diſpel his reſentment, 


diſable his manhood, and blow the 


embers of his former paſſion to ſuch a 


rage, as would hurry him on to a re- 


conciliation, which would debaſe his 


honour and ruin his future peace, In 
a word, Ferdinand deſcri the dan- 

that would attend the meeting in 
uch emphatick terms, that the Hunga- 
rian ſtarted with horror at the picture 
which he drew, and in this particular 


conformed with the admonition of his 


friend. 
One hundred pounds of the Jew's 
money was immediately appropriated for 


the payment of his moſt urgent debts; , 


the like ſum he preſented to his friend 
Fathom, with a folemn promiſe of ſhar - 


ing with him whatever good fortune 


might await him, in Germany : and 
though Monimia had forfeited all title to 
his regard, ſo ill could he bear the pro- 
ſpect of her diſtreſs, that he entruſted 
his dear companion with the half of 
what remained, to be expended for her 
uſe, fully reſolving to ſcreen her from 


the ſhocks and temptations of want, as 


the circumftances of his future fate 
would Rk... F * | 

Fathom rom g., ap- 
plauded his generoſity 4 marks of 


extreme wonder and admiration, aſ- 
ſuring him, that ſhe ſhould be put in 
; 2 eſſion 
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of his bounty immediately 
after his departure, he being unwillin 
to make her acquainted with her 
fortune before that period, left, fing. 
ing his affairs in a fair way of being 
retrieved, the ſhould be baſe enough to 
worſhip his returning proſperity, and, 
by Falk profeſſions, and artful blan- 
diſhments, ſeek to enſnare his heart 
anew. 


CHAP. XU. 


COUNT FATHOM UNMASKS HIS 
"BATTERY; 15 REPULSED, AND 
VARIES HIS OPERATIONS WITH 
OUT EFFECT. 


HK neceſl; tion be- 
ing made, Renaldo, accompanied 
by our adventurer, took the road to Do- 
ver, where he embarked' in a packet- 
boat for Calais, after having ſettled a 
_ corre; 
nand, from whom he did not part with- 
out tears. He had before ſolicited him 
to be his fellow - traveller, that he might 
perſonally enjoy the benefit of his con- 
verſation, and ſuperior e but 
theſe intreatics he ſtrenuouſly oppoſed, 
on pretence of his being determined to 

his fortune in England, which he 
confidered as his native country, and 
as the land in which (of all others) a 
man of merit has the beſt encourage- 
ment. Such were the reaſons he al- 
ledged, for refuſing to attend his bene- 
r, Who was himſelf eagerly deſi. 
rous of attainin 
iſland of Great Britain: but our hero's 
real ' motives for ſtaying were of a very 
differcut "complexion. The reader is 
already informed of his aim upon the 
fair orphan, which 'at preſent was 
the chief fpring of his conduct; he 


may alſo recolle& ſuch paſſages of his 
though he obſerved: that it was not 
without reluctance he ſaw Renaldo 
es theſe” reflectlons, he was 


life as were ſufficient to deter him from 
re-a ring at Preſburg or Vienna: 
but, 
derained by a full perſuaſſon that Re- 


naldo would fink under the porver and 
' © diſch 
ly be rendered incapable to provide for 


influence of his autagonift, conſequent- 


his friends; and that he himſelf, 


traught with wiles and experience as 


pondence with his dear Ferdi- 


a ſettlement in the 
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venturer, and with a deep figh bid him 
take care of the unfortunate Monimia, 
committed himſelf to the ſeaz and, by 
the aſſiſtance of a favourable gale, was 
in four hours, ſafely landed on the 
French ſhore ; while Fathom took poſt- 
horſes for London, where he arrived 
that ſame night, and next day, in the 
forenoon, went to viſit the beauteous 
mourner, who had as yet received no 
intimation of Renaldo's departure or 
deſign. He found her in the attitude 
of writing a letter to her inconſtant lo- 
ver, the contents of 'which the reader 
will be acquainted with in due time. 
Her countenance, notwithitanding the 
veil of melancholy by which it was 
overcaſt, ſeemed * ſerene and 
compoſed; ſhe was the picture of pious 
reſignation, and ſat like PATIENCE or 
a monument, ſmiling at grief. After 
having paid the compliment of the 
morning, Fathom begged pardon for 
having omitted to viſit her during three 
days, in which, he ſaid, his time had 
been wholly engroſſed in procuring a 
proper equipage for Count Melville, 
who had at laſt bid an eternal adieu to 
the ifland of Grest Britain. 

At this information the hapleſs Mo- 
nimia fell back in her chair, and con- 
tinued ſome minutes in a ſwoon; from 
which being recovered, * Excuſe me, 
x Mr. Fathom,” cried ſhe, = ad 

; © this, 1 hope, is the laſt agon 
n feel from — unhappy paſſion.” 
Then, wiping the tears from her loyely 
eyes, the retrieved her tranquillity, and 
defired to know by what har Renal. 
do had been enabled to undertake his 
5 1 the empire. Our hero, 
upon this occaſion, aſſumed the whole 
merit of having promoted the intereſt 
of his friend; by giving her to under- 
ſtand, that he, in conſequence of an 
unforeſeen windfall; had defrayed the 
expence of the count's equipment; 


make a'wrong uſe of his friendſhip. 
Although I was happy, proceeded 
this artful traitor, in being able to 
my obligations to the houſe 
© of Melville, I could not help feeling 
© the moſt ſenhble chagrin, when 1 
« ſaw my affiftance rendered ſubſervient 


he was, could not fail to make himfelf to 1 of the youth's baſe- 


amends for what he had fuffered among 
a people equally rich and unthinking. 


| le having embraced our Ad- 


« 


ness and in 


delity 35 for he choſe, as. 
„the companion of bis travels, the 


nàbandoned woman for whom he had 


c forſaken. 
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© forſaken the all- perfect Monimia, 
< whoſe virtue and accompliſhments 
© did not preſerve her ſacred from his 
eu eful ſarcaſms and unmannerly 
* ridicule, Believe me, Madam, I 
« was fo ſhocked at his converſation 
© on that ſubject, and ſo much incenſed 
© at his want of delicacy, that my 
© temper was {carce ſufficient for the 
© ceremony of parting 3 and now that 
© my debt to his family is overpaid, I 
© have ſolemnly renounced his corre- 
© ſpondence,* 

When ſhe heard that, inſtead of be- 
traying the leaſt ſymptom of regret or 
compaſſion for ber unhappy. fate, the 
po youth had exulted over her 

and even made her a ſubject for his 
mirth, the blood reviſited her faded 
cheeks, and — reſtored to her 

that poignancy which. ſorrow had 
baſore —— Yet ſhe ſcorned to 


* 


ve ſpeech to her indignation; but, 
| ark a ſmile, « Why ſhould I repine, 


ſaid the, at the mortifications of a life 


© which I deſpiſe, and from which, I 
.< __ Heaven will ſpeedily ſet me 
0 * 4 | 
Fathom, fired by her emotion, which 
had recalled all the graces of ber beauty, 
exclaimed in a. rapture, * Talk not ſo 
«. contemptuouſly of this life, which, 
© hath all a fund of happineſs in ſtore 
for the amiable, the divine Monimia. 
© Though one admirer hath proved an 
© apoſtate to his yows, your candour 
© will not ſuffer you to condemn the 
© whole ſex. Some there are, whoſe 
© boſoms glow with paſſion. equally 
© pure, unalterable, and intenſe.. For 
my on part, I have ſacrificed to a 
© rigid punctilio of honour the deareſt 
© jdeas of my heart. I beheld your un- 
© rivalled charms, _e 22 5 * 
6 r: „ While a ility © 
6 Navi reformation remained, and 
« while I was reſtrained by my niggard 
« fortune from making a tender worthy 
© of your acceptance, I combated with 
© my — * — without > 
c pining the pangs of hopeleſs love. But 
4 — hoe my honour is diſengaged, 
© and my fortune rendered independent 
© by the laſt will of a worthy nobleman, 
© whoſe friendſhip I was favoured with 
© in France, I prefume to lay myſelt at 
© the feet of the adorable Monimia, as 
© the moſt faithful of admirers, whoſe. 
© happineſs or miſery wholly depends 


upon her nod, Believe me, Madam, 


© theſe are not the profeſſions of idle 
« gallantry : Iſpeak the genuine, though 
© imperfeCt,language of my heart: words 
© even the moſt pathetick cannot do juſ- 
© tice to my love. I gaze upon your 
: 3 with raviſhment ; but I con- 
template the graces of your ſoul with 
* ſuch awful veneration, that I tremble 
* while I approach you, as if my yows 
« were addreſſed to . ſupexior being. 

During this declaration, which was 
pronounced in the moſt emphatick man- 
ner, Monimia was ſucceſſively agitated 
with ſhame, anger, and grief; never- 
theleſs, the ſummoned her whole philo- 
ſophy to her aid, and with a tranquil, 
though determined air, begged he would 
not diminiſh the obligations he had als 
ready conferred, by diſturbing with ſuch 
unfeaſonable addreſſes a poor unhappy 
maid, who had detached all her thoughts 
from earthly objects, and waited im- 
patiently for that diſſolution which alone 
could put a period to her misfortunes. . 

Fathom, imagining that thefe were 
no other than the ſuggeſtions of a tem- 
porary diſappointment and deſpondence, 
which it was his buſineſs to oppoſe with 
all tis eloquence and art, renewed his 
theme with redoubled ardour; and at 
laſt became ſo importunate in his deſires, 
that Monimia, provoked beyond the 
power of concealing her reſentment, ſaid, 
ſhe was heartily ſorry to find herſelf un- 


der the neceſſity of telling him, that in 


the midſt of her misfortunes ſhe could not 
help remembering what ſhe had been 
Then rikng from her ſeat with all t 
dignity of diſpleaſure, © Perhaps, adde. 


ſhe, * you have forgot who was the fa- 


© ther of the once happy MonimiaY * 
With theſe words ſhe retired into an- 
other chamber, leaving our adventurer 
confounded by the repulſe he had Tuſ- 
tained, - Not that he was diſcouraged 
from proſecuting his aim: on the con- 
trary, this rebuff ſeemed to add freſh 
vigour to his operations. He new 
thought it high time to bring over Ma- 
dam La Mer to his intereſt; and, to fa- 
cilitate her converſion, took an opportu- 
nity of bribing her with ſome inconfi- 
derable preſents, after having amuſed 
her with a plauſible tale of his, paſſion 
for Monimia, with whom ſhe undertook 
the office of his mediatrix, on the ſup- 
polition that his intentions were ho- 
nourable, and highly advantageous to 
her lodger. _ 


She was, firſt of all, inveſted with 
'T 3 the 
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the office of obtaining pardon for the 
offence he had given; and in this 5 4 
ciation the ſucceeded ſo well, as to be- 
come an advocate for his ſuit; accord - 
ingly, ſhe took all occafions of magni- 
fying his praiſe. His agreeable perſon 
was often the ſubject of her diſcourſe to 
the fair mourner: her admiration dwelt 
upon his politeneſs, good ſenſe, and 
winning deportment : and ſhe every day 


retailed little tories of his benevolence 
and tneſs of ſoul. The defect in 
his birth the repreſented as a circum- 


ſtance altogether foreign from the conſi - 
deration "> his merit ; eſpecially in a 
tion where ſuch diſtinctions are as 
le ref as they will be in a fu- 
tare ſtate. She mentioned ſeveral =_ 
fons of note, who baſked in the ſunſhine 
of power and fortune, without having 
enjoyed the leaſt heredirary aſſiſtance 
from their fore-fathers. One, ſhe ſaid, 
Sprung from the Joins of an obſcure 
attorney, another was the grandſon of 
a valet de chambre, a third was the iſſue 
of 2n accomptant, and a fourth the off- 
ing of a woollen-draper: all theſe 
were the children of their own good 
works, and had raiſed themſelves upon 
their perſonal virtues and addreſs; a 
foundation certainly more folid and ho- 
nourable than a vague inheritance deriv- 
ed from anceſtors, in whioſe deſerts they 
could” not be ſuppoſed to have bore the 
[caſt —_—_z- | 
Mobimia liſtened to all theſe argu- 
ments with great patience and affability, 
fiovgh ſhe at once dived into the ſource 
am which all fuch inſinuations flowed; 
ſhe joined in the commendations of Fa- 
zom, and owned herſelf a particular in- 
Rance of that benevolence which the old 
lady had fo juſtly extolled ; but, once 
for all, to prevent the ſupplication which 
Adam La Mer was about to make, ſhe 
folemiily proteſted, chat her heart was 
altogether mut againſt any other earth - 
I engagement ; and that her thoughts 
were altogether employed upon her eter- 
. nal ſalvation. . | 
The aſſidoous landlady iving 
the icadineſs of her diſpoſition, thought 
to alter her method of proceed- 
mg, and for. the preſent ſuſpended that 
theme by which ſhe found her — = 2 
diſobliged. Reſolved to reconcile Mo- 
pimia to life before ſhe would again re- 
commend Ferdinand to her love, the en- 
deayoured to amuſe her imagination, by 
recounting the occaſional incidents of 
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the day; hopi dually to decoy her 
— tot ole ſublunary objects from 
which it had been induſtriouſly weaned ; 
ſhe ſeaſoned her converſation with a- 
eeable ſallies; enlarged upon the dif- 
erent ſcenes of leafore and diverſion 
appertaining to this great metropolis 
practiſed * her — with the deli. 
cacies of eating; endeavoured to ſhake 
her temperance with repeated proffers 
and recommendations of certain cordials 
and reſtoratives, which ſhe alledged were 
neceſſary for the recovery of her health; 
and preſſed her to make little excurſions 
into the fields that ſkirt the town, for 
the benefit of air and exerciſe. 

While this auxiliary plied the diſ- 
conſolate Monimia on one hand, Fa- 
thom was not remiſs on the other: he 
now ſeemed to have ſacrificed his paſ- 
ſion to her quiet; his diſcourſe turned 
upon more indifferent e ah ty en- 
deavoured to diſpel her melancholy with 

ments drawn from philoſophy and 
religion: on ſome occaſions he diſplayed 
all his fund of good-humour, with a 
view to beguile her ſorrow; he impor- 
tuned her to give him the pleaſure of 
ſquiring her to ſome place of innocent 
entertainment; and, finally, inſiſted up- 
on her accepting a pecuniary reinforce- 
ment to her finances, which he knew to 
be in a moſt conſumptive condition. 


n XIV. 
MONTMTA'S HONOUR IS PROTECTED 


BY THE INTERPOSITION OF HEA- 


7 F'TH that complacency and for- 
titude which were peculiar to 
herſelf, this hapleſs ſtranger reſiſted all 
thoſe artful temptations. Her ſuſte- 
nance was barely ſuch as exempted her 
from the guilt of being acceſſary to her 
own death; her drink was the ſimple 
element: ſhe encouraged no diſcourſe 
but that which turned upon the con- 
cerns of her immortal part; ſhe never 
went abroad, except in viſits to a French 
chapel in the neighbourhood; ſhe re- 
fuſed the proffered aſſiſtance of our ad- 
venturer with equal obſtinacy and po- 
liteneſs, and with pleaſure ſaw herſelf 
waſting towards that period of mortality 
which was the conſummation” of her 
wiſh. Yet her charms, far from melt- 
ing away with her conſtitution, ſeemed 
| to 
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to triumph over the decays of nature: 
her ſhape and features ſtill retained that 
Harmony for which they had always 
been diſtinguiſhed: a mixture of ma- 
= and fweetneſs diffuſed itſelf in her 
s, and her feebleneſs added to that 
ſoft and feminine grace which attracts 
the ſympathy, and engages the protec- 
tion of every humane beholder. The 
aſſociates, thus baffled in their attempts 
to excite her ideas of pleaſure, again 
ſhifted their plan, and reſolved to at- 
tack this forlorn beauty on the ſide of 
fear and mortification. 
Our adventurer became leſs frequen 
in his viſits, and more indifferent in his 
language and deportment; while Ma- 
dam La Mer gradually relaxed in that 
2 and reſpect with which 
— ad hitherto behaved . 
ir lodger. She even n to dro 
hints of difapprobericn y el 
againſt this pattern of innocence and 
beauty; and at length grew bold enough 
to tell her, that her misfortunes could 
be attributed to nothing but her own 
obſtinacy and pride; that ſhe had been 
at great pains to diſoblige the only per- 
ſon who was able and willing to raiſe 
her above dependance, and that if his 
protection ſhould be withdrawn, ſhe 
muſt be expoſed to the utmoſt extremity 
of diſtreſs. | 
Theſe inſinuations, inſtead of pro- 
ducing the deſired effect, inflamed the 
indignation of Monimia, who, in a moſt 
dignified ſtile of rebuke, chid her for 
her indelicacy and preſumption, ob- 
ſerving, that ſhe could have no title to 
take ſuch freedoms with lodgers, whoſe 
nctuality and regular deportment left 
er no room to complain. Notwith- 
ſtanding this animated reply, ſhe un- 
derwent the moſt deplorable anguiſh 
when ſhe reflected upon the inſolence of 
this woman, from whoſe barbarity ſhe 
had no reſource; and ſeeing no other 
poſſibility of redreſs, than that of ap- 
— to the good offices of Fathom, 
conquered her reluctance ſo far, as 
to complain to him of Madam La Mer's 
incivility. 
ho. Pleaſed with this application, he gave 
her to underſtand, with very little cere- 
mony or preamble, that it wholly de- 
pended upon herſelf, whether ſhe ſhould 
continue to be wretched, or be deli- 
vered at once from all her cares and 
perplexityz that, notwithſtanding the 
diſdain with which ſhe had treated his 


addreſſes, he was ſtill ready to lay him- 
ſelf and his fortune at her feet; and 
that if ſhe ſhould again reject the diſinte- 
reſted propoſal, the whole world, and 
her own conſcience, would charge upon 
herſelf whatever calamities the might be 
ſubjected to in the ſequel. Interpreting 
into a favourable heſitation her bGlence, 
which was the reſult of wrath and a- 
mazement, he proceeded to throw him- 
ſelf at her feet, and utter a romantick 
rhapſody; in the courſe of which, lay. 
ing aſide all that reſtraint which he had 
hitherto preſerved, he ſeized her delicate 
hand, and preſſed it to his lips; nay, 
ſo far did he forget himſelf on this oc- 
caſion, that he caught the fair creature 
in his arms, and rudely raviſned a kiſs 
from thoſe lips which he had before 
contemplated with the moſt diſtant re- 
verence of deſire. | 

Having thus broken down the fences 
of decorum, and being heated with tranſ- 
port, he, in all probability, would have 
ated the part of young Tarquin, and 
violated, by force, that ſacred ſhrine of 
honour, beauty, and unblemiſhed truth, 
had not the wrath kindled by ſuch an 
unexpected outrage,' mſpired her 'with 
ſtrength and ſpirits ſufficient to prote& 
her virtue, and intimidate. the ruffian 
who could offer violence to ſuch per- 
fection. She broke from his deteſted 
embrace with ſurprizing agility, and 
called aloud to her landlady for aſſiſt- 
ance ; but that diſcreet marron was re- 
folved to hear nothing, and Fathom's 


appetite being whetted to a moſt brutal 


degree of eagerneſs, * Madam, faid he, 
© all oppoſition is vain ; what you have 
© refuſed to my intreaties, you ſhall 
© yield to my power; and I am deter- 


© mined to force you to your own ad- 


© vantage.” . 

So ſaying, he ſprung towards her, 
with the moſt ſavage and impious in- 
tent; when this amiable heroine ſnatch- 
ing up his ſword, which lay upon a 
by-table, and unſheathing it inſtanta- 
neouſly, preſented the point to his breaſt, 
and while her eyes glanced with intole- 
rable keenneſs, Villain!” cried the, 
© the ſpirit of my father animates my 
© boſom, and the vengeance of Heaven 
© ſhall not be fruſtrated.” He was not 
ſo much affected by his bodily dan- 
ger, as awe - truck at the manner of 
her addreſs, and the appearance of her 
aſpect, which ſeemed to thine with ſome- 
thing ſupernatura}, and actually .dif- 
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ordered his whole faculties, infomuch 
that be retreated without attempting to 
make the leaſt reply; and ſhe having 
ſecured the door - his departure, 
fat down to ponder upon this ſhocking 
event. \ 
Words are wanting to deſcribe the 
accumulated horrors that took poſſeſſion 
of her mind, when ſhe thus beheld all 
her preſaging fears realized, and found 
f at the mercy of two wretches, 
who had now pulled off the maſk, after 
having loſt all ſentiments of humanity. 
Common affliftion was an agreeable 
reverie to what ſhe ſuffered ; deprived 
bf her parents, exiled from her friends 
and country, reduced to the. brink of 
wanting the molt indiſpenſible neceſ- 
aries of life, in a foreign land, where 
ſhe knew not one perſon to whole pro- 
tection ſhe could have recourſe from the 
i ſible woes that environed her: 
complained to Heaven that her life 
was protracted for the augmentation of 
that miſery which was already too fevere 
to be endured; for ſhe ſnuddered at the 
proſpect of being utterly abandoned in 
te lat ſtage of mortality, without one 
iend to cloſe her eyes, or do the laſt 
offices of humanity. to her breathleſs 
corpſe. Theſe were dreadful reflections 
to a young lady who had been, born to 
afffucnce and ſplendor, trained up in al 
elegance of education, by nature 
ht with that ſenſibility which re- 
fines the ſentiment and taſte, and ſo ten- 
derly cheriſhed by her indulgent pa- 
rents, that they ſuffered not the winds 


of heaven to wit ber face too roughly. a 


Hav fled the night in ſuch ago- 
2 = at day-break, and have 
chapel - bell toll for morning prayers, 
reſolved to go to this place of worſhip, 
in order to implore the affiſtance of 
Heaven: ſhe no opened the cham - 
ber - doot with this intent, than ſhe was 
met by Madam La Mer, who after 
having profeſſed her concern for what 
had hap oyer-night, and imputed 
Mr. Fathom's rudeneſs to the ſpirit of 
intoxication, by which ſhe had never 
before ſeen him poſſeſſed, ſhe endea- 
youred to diſſuade Monimia from her 
„by obſerving, that her health 

would be 2 by the cold morn- 
ing air ; but finding her determined, 
ſhe infilted upon accompanying her to 
chapel, on pretence of reſpect, though, 
in reality, with'a view to prevent the 
eſcape of her beautcoys lodger, Thus 


attended, the hapleſs mourner entered 
the place, and according to the laudable 
hoſpitality of England, which is the 
only country in Chriſtendom where a 
ſtranger is not made welcome to the 
houſe of God, this amiable creature, 
emaciated and enfeebled as ſhe was, 
muſt have ſtood in a common paſſage, 
during the whole ſervice, had not 
been perceived by a humane gentlewo- 
man, who, ſtruck with her beauty and 
dignified air, and melted with ſym-+ 
pathy at the ineffable ſorrow which was 
viſible in her countenance, opened the 
pew in which ſhe ſat, and accommo- 
dated Monimia and her attendant tif 
ſhe was captivated by her firſt 
ance, ſhe was not leſs. affected by the 
deportment of her fair gueſt, which 
was the pattern of genuine devotion. 
In a word, this good lady, who was 
a merchant's widow in opulent eircum- 


ſtances, was inflamed with a longing 


defire to know and befriend the amiable 
ſtranger z | who, after ſeryice, turning 
about to. thank her for her civility, 
Madam Clement, with that franknets 
which is the reſult of true beneyolence, 
told her, ſhe was too much prepoſlefſed 
in her favour, to let flip this opportu- 
nity of craving her acquantiaifce, and 
of expreſſing her inclination to alleviate 
(if poſſible) that affliction which was 
manifeſt in her looks. » gt 
Monimia, overwhelmed with gratis 
tude and ſurprize at this unexpected ad 
dreſs, gazed upon the lady in fence, 
and When ſhe repeated her tenders. of 
ſervice, could make no other reply to 
her goodneſs, than by burſting into a 
flood of tears: this was a ſpecies of 
eloquence, which did not paſs unre- 
garded by Madam-Clement, who, while 
her you eyes = bedewed —— 2 
drops of ſympathy and 1 
the lovely orphan by the hand, and led 
her, without farther ceremony, to het 
own coach, that ſtood waiting at the 
own whither they. were followed by 
rs. La Mer, who was ſo much con- 
founded at the adventure, that ſhe made 
no objections to the propoſal of the lady 
who handed her lodger into the car- 
riagez but retired, with all poſhble 
diſpatch, to make Fathom acquainted 
with this unforeſeen event. | 
Meanwhile, the agitation of Moni - 
mia, at this providential deliverance, 
was ſuch as had well-nigh. deſtroyed 
her tender frame: the blood flu 
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and forſook her cheeks by turns; ſhe 


trembled from head to foot, notwith- 
ſtanding the conſolatory aſſurances of 
Madam Clement; and, without being 
able to utter one word, was conducted 
to the houſe of that kind bene factreſs, 
where the violence of her tranſports 
overpowered her conſtitution, and ſhe 
ſunk down upon a couch in a ſwoon, 
from which the was not eaſily recovered. 
This affecting circumſtance augmented 
the pity, and intereſted the curioſity of 
Madam Clement, who concluded there 
was ſomething very extraordinary in 
the caſe of the ſtranger, to produce theſe 
agonies; and grew impatient to hear 
the particulars of her ſtory. 

— no ſooner retrieved the uſe 
of her faculties, than looking around, 
and obſerving with what humane con- 
cern her new hoſteſs was employed in 
effecting her recovery, Is this,” ſaid 
ſhe, à flattering illuſion of the brain? 
© or am I really under the protection of 
© ſome beneficent being, whom Heaven 
© hath inſpired with generofity, to reſ- 
© cue an hapleſs ſtranger from the moſt 
© forlorn ſtate of miſery and woe? Her 
voice was, at all times, raviſhingly 
ſweet ; and this exclamation was pro- 
nounced with ſuch pathetick fervour, 
that Madam Clement claſped her in her 
arms, and kiſſing her with all the eager- 
neſs of maternal affection, Ves, cried 
ſhe, fair creature, Heaven hath be- 
© ſtowed. upon me a heart to compaſ- 
© fionate, and power, I hope, to lighten 
© the burden of your ſorrows.” 

She then prevailed upon her to take 
ſome nouriſhment, and afterwards to 
recount the particulars of her fate; a 
taſk ſhe performed with ſuch accuracy 
and candour, that Madam Clement, 


far from ſuſpecting her fincerity, ſaw 


truth and conviction in every circum- 
ſtance of her tale; and having condoled 
her misfortunes, entreated her to forget 
them, or, at leaſt, look upon herlelf 
as one ſheltered under the care and tui- 
tion of a perſon, whoſe ſtudy it would 
be to ſupply her want of natural pa- 
rents. his would have been a happy 
viciffitude of fortune, had it not arrived 
too late; but ſuch a ſudden and unlook- 
ed-for tranſition, not only diſordered 
the faculties ef poor Monimia's mind, 
but alſo overpowered the organs of her 
body, already fatigued and enfeebled by 


the diſtrefſes ſhe had undergone ; fo that 


the was taken ill of a fever that ſame 


night, and became delirious before 
morning, when a phyſician was called 
to her atliftance, 

While this gentleman was in the 
houſe, Madam Clement was viſited by 
Fathom; who, after having complained 


in the moſt infinuating manner, that ſhe 


had encouraged his wife to abandon her 
duty, told her a plauſible ſtory of his 
firſt acquaintance with Monimia, and 
his marriage at the Fleet, which, he 
ſaid, he was ready to prove, by the 
evidence of the clergyman who joined 
them, and that of Mrs. La Mer, who 
was preſent at the ceremony, The good 
lady, although a little Raggered at the 
gentee] appearance, and engaging ad- 
dreſs of this ſtranger, could not prevail 
upon herſelf to believe that ſhe-had been 
impoſed upon by her fair lodger, who 
by this time had given too convincing 
a proof of her ſincerity: nevertheleſs, 
in order to prevent any diſpute that 
might be 2 to the health or 
recovery o 
underſtand, that ſhe would not at pre- 
ſent enter upon the merits of the cauſe, 
but only aſſure him, that the young 
lady was actually bereft of her ſenſes, 
and in imminent danger of her life ; for 
the truth of which 4. ſhe would 
appeal to his on obſervation, and the 
22 of the phyſician, who was then 
employed in writing a preſcription for 
the — of her diſeaſe, = 

So ſaying, ſhe conducted him into 
the chamber, where he beheld the hap- 
leſs virgin ſtretched upon a ſick bed, 
panting under the violence of a diſtem- 
pu too mighty for her weakly frame, 


er hair dithevelled, and diſcompoſure 
in her looks; all the roſes of her youth 
were faded, yet all the graces of her 


beauty were not fled ; ſhe retained that 
ſweetneſz and ſymmetry, which death 
itſelf could not deſtroy; and, though 
her diſcourſe was incoherent, her voice 


was ſtill muſical, reſembling thoſe fea- 


thered ſongſters who warbie their na. 
tive wocd-notes wild. ; 

Fathom, as upon all other occaſions, 
ſo on this, behaved like an inimita- 
ble actor: he ran to the bed-fide, with 
all the trepidation of a diſtracted lover 
he fell upon his knees, and while the 
tears rolled down his cheeks, imprint+ 
ed a thouſand kiſſes on the ſoft hand of 
Monimia z who, regarding him with a 
lack luſtre, and undiſtinguiſhing eye, 
Alas, Renaldo! ſaid ſhe, we yew 

s 


Monimia, ſhe gave him to 
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© born to be unhappy.— Would to 
© Heaven," cried Ferdinand, in a tran- 
ſport of grief, © the wretch Renaldo 
© had never been born! that is the vil- 
© Jain who ſeduced the affection of this 
© unfortunate woman. I admitted the 
© traitor into my friendſhip and confi- 
© dence, relieved him in his neceſſities, 
© and, like the ungrateful viper, he 
© hath ſtung the very boſom that che- 
© riſhed him in his diſtreſs." Then he 
led to inform Madam Clement 

— he had delivered that ſame Renal - 
do from priſon, maintained him after- 
wards at a _ great expence, . and at 
length furniſhed him with a ſum of 
money, and proper credentials, to ſup- 
port his intereſt at the court of Vienna, 
Having finiſhed this detail, he aſked 
the phyſician's ſentiments of his wife's 
diſtemper, and being told that her life 
was in extreme jeopardy, begged he 
would uſe his utmoſt endeavours in her 
behalf, and even made him a tender of 
an extraordinary fee, which was re- 
fuſed ; he alſo thanked Madam Cle- 
ment for her charity and benevolence 
towards a ſtranger, and took his leave, 
with many polite profeſſions of grati- 
tude and eſteem. He had no ſooner 
quitted the houſe, than the phyſician, 
who was a humane man, and a fo- 
reigner, began to caution the lady a- 
inſt his inſinuations, obſerving, that 
lome circumſtances of the ſtory, con- 
cerning Renaldo, were, to his particu- 
lar knowledge, contrary to truth; for 
that he himſelf had been applied to for 
letters of recommendation, in behalf 
of Count Melville, by a Jew merchant 
of his acquaintance, who had ſupplied 
the young gentleman with money ſuf- 
ficient for his occaſions, in conſequence 
of a minute enquiry he had made into 
the character o n 
by all reports, a youth of ſtri - 
— 4. 7298 morals. 
Madam Clement, thus cautioned, 
entered into deliberation with her own 
thoughts, and comparing the particu- 
lars of this account with thoſe of Mo- 
nimia's own ſtory, the concluded, that 
Fathom was the very traitor he himſelf 
had deſcribed ; and that he had, by a- 
buſing the confidence of both, effected 
a fatal breach between two innocent 
and deferving lovers. She accordingly 
looked upon him with horror and de- 
teftation; but, nevertheleſs, reſolved to 
treat him. with civiluy in the mean 


time, that the r young lady might 
not be diſturbed in as laſt NY 
for ſhe had now loſt all hopes of her 
recovery, Yet the fever abated, and 
in two days ſhe retrieved the uſe of her 
reaſon; though the diſtemper had af- 
tected her lungs, and ſhe was in all ap- 

arance doomed to linger a few weeks 
onger in a conſumption. 

Fathom was punRual in his viſita- 
tion, though never admitted into her 
preſence after the delirium vaniſhed ; 
and he had the opportunity of ſeeing 
her conveyed in a chariot to Kenſing- 
ton Gravel-pits, a place which may be 
termed the laſt ſtage of many a mortal 
8 He now implicitly be- 
ieved, that death would in a few days 
baffle all his deſigns upon the unfortu- 
nate Monimia; and foreſeeing, that 
as he had owned himſelf her huſband, 
he might be obliged to defray the ex- 
pence incurred by her ſickneſs and bu- 
rial, he very prudently intermitted in 
his viſits, and had recourſe to the intel- 
ligence of his auxiliary. 

As for Monimia, ſhe approached the 

al of life ; not ſimply with reſigna- 
tion, but with rapture: ſhe enjoyed in 
tranquillity, the converſation of her 
kind benefactreſs, who never ſtirred 
from her apartment; ſhe was bleſſed 
with the ſpiritual conſolation of a wor- 
thy clergyman, who removed all her 
religious ſeruples; and ſhe congratu- 
lated herſelf on the near proſpect of that 
land of peace where ſorrow is not 
known. val anda. 

At length Mrs. La Mer gave notice 
to our adventurer of this amiable young 
lady's deceaſe, and the time fixed for 
the interment; upon which theſe two 
virtuous aſſociates took poſſeſſion of a 
place, from whence they could, unper- 
ceived, behold the fùneral. He mult 
have a hard heart, who without an e- 
motion of pity can ſee the laſt offices 

rformed to a young creature cut, off 
in the flower of youth, and beauty, even 
though he knows not her name, and is 
an utter ſtranger to her virtues : how 
callous,then, muſt the ſoul of that wretch 
have been, who, without a ſymptom 
of remorſe or concern, ſaw the ſable 
hearſe adorned with, white plumes, as 
emblems of Monimia's purity, paſs 
before him, while her incomparable 
merit ſtood full in his remembrance, 
and he knew himſelf the wicked cauſe- 
of her untimely fate! wer 

Perficous 
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Perfdious wretch ! thy crimes turn 


out fo atrocious that I half repent me 
of having undertaken to record thy Me- 
moirs; yet ſuch monſters ought to be 
exhibited to publick view, that man- 
kind may be upon their guard againſt 
impoſtures ; that the world may ſee 
how fraud is apt to over-ſhoot itſelf : 
and that, as virtue, though it may ſuf- 
fer for a while, will triumph in the 
end; ſo iniquity, though it may proſ- 
per for a ſeaſon, will at laſt be over- 
taken by that puniſhment and diſgrace 
which are it's due. 


CH AP. XV. 


FATHOM SHIFTS THE SCENE, AND 
APPEARS IN A NEW CHARAC- 
TER, 


ATHOM's expectations, with 

reſpe& to the fair orphan, having 
thus proved abortive, he loſt no time in 
bewailing his miſcarriage, but had im- 
mediate recourſe to other means of im- 
proving his ſmall fortune, which at 
this period amounted to near two hun- 
dred pounds, Whatever inclination 
he had to reſume the character he had 
formerly bore in the polite world, he 
durſt not venture to launch out again 
into the expence necefſary to maintain 
that ſtation, becauſe his former reſources 
were now ſtopped, and all the people 
of faſhion, by this time, convinced of 
his being a needy adventurer. Never- 
theleſs, he reſolved to ſound the ſenti- 
ments of his old friends at a diſtance, 
and judge, from the reception he ſhould 
meet with, how far he might preſume 
upon their countenance and favour ; 
tor he rightly ſuppoſed, that if he 
could in any ſhape contribute to their 


intereſt or amuſement, they would eaſi- 


ly forgive his former pretenſions to qua- 
lity, arrogant as they were, and till 
entertain him on the tooting of a neceſ- 
ſary acquaintance. 5 
With this view, he one day preſented 
himſelf at court in a very gay ſuit of 
clouths, and bowed at a diſtance to 


many of his old faſhionable friends of 


both ſexes, not one of whom favoured 


him with any other notice, than that of 


a quarter curtſey, or flight inclination 
of the head; for, by this time, the few 
that remembered him knew from what 
retirement he now emerged, and avoided 


+ 


him accordingly as the gaol infection; 
but the greater patt of thoſe who had 
cultivated him in the zenith of his for- 
tune, were now utter ſtrangers to his 
perſon, which they had actually for- 
got, amidſt the ſucceſſion of novelties 
that ſurrounded them; or, if they did 
recolle& his name, it was remembered 
as an old faſhion which had been many 
months out of date. | 
Notwithſtanding theſe mortifying diſ-, 
couragements, our hero, that ſame even- 
ing, effected a lodgment in a certain 
gaming-houſe not far from St. James's ; 
and, as he played pretty high, and made 
a parade of his ready-money, he was 
ſoon recognized by divers perſons of 
conlequence, who cordially welcomed . 
him to England, on pretence of be- 
lieving he had been abroad, and with 
great complacency, repeated their for- 
mer veofelionsof friendſhip. Though 
this was a certain way of retaining the 
favour of thoſe worthies, while his fi- 
nances continued to flouriſh, and his 
payments were prompt, he knew the 
weakneſs of his funds too well, to think 
they could bear the viciſſitudes of play; 
and the remembrance of the two Bri- 
tiſh knights who had fpoiled him at 
Paris, hung over his imagination with 
the moſt frightful preſages : beſides, he 


perceived that gaming was now ma- 


naged in ſuch a manner, as rendered 
{ſkill and dexterity of no advantage; 
for the ſpirit of play having overſpread 
the land like a peltilence, raged to ſuch 
a degree of madneſs and deſperation, 
that the unhappy people who were in- 
feed, laid aſide all thoughts of amuſe- 
ment, œconomy, or caution, and riſked 
their fortunes upon iſſues equally ex- 
travagant, childith, and abſurd. 

The whole myſtery of the art was re- 
duced to the fimple exerciſe of toſs- 


ing up a guinea; and the luſt of laying © 


wagers, which they indulged to a ſur- 
rizing pitch of ridiculous iatemperance. 
Tn one corner of 'the room might be 
heard a pair of lordlings running their 
randmothers againſt each other, that 
is, betting ſums on the longeſt liver; 
in another, the ſucceſs of the wager 
depended upon the ſex of the landlady's 
next child; and one of the waiter's 
happening, to drop down in an apoplec- 
tick fit, a certain noble peer exclaimed, 
Dead, for a thouſand pounds! The 
challenge was immediately accepted; 
and hen the maſter of the houſe ſent 
U tor 
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nbbleman who ſet the price upon the 
ient's head, inſiſted upon his being 
to the efforts of nature alone, other- 
wiſe the wager ſhould be void: nay, 
when the landlord harped upon the 
loſs he ſhould ſuſtain by the death of 
a truſty ſervant, his lordſhip obviated 
the objection, by defiring that the fel- 
low might be charged in the bill. 

In ſhort, the rage of gaming ſeemed 
to have devoured all their other facul- 
ties, and to have equalled the raſh en- 
thuſiaſm of the inhabitants of Malacca 
is the Eaſt-Indies, who are ſo poſſeſſed 
with that pernicious ſpirit, that they 
ſacrifice to it not only their fortunes, 
but alſo their wives and children ; and 
then letting their hair down upon their 
ſhoulders, in imitation of the ancient 
Lacedemonians when they devoted them- 
ſelves to death, thoſe wretches unſheathe 
their daggers and murder every living 
creature in their way. In this, how- 
ever, they differ from the gameſters of 
our country, who never find their ſenſes, 
until they have loſt their fortunes, and 
7 — their families; whereas, the 
Malayſe never run a muck, but in con- 
fequence of miſery and deſpair. 

Such are the amuſements, or rather, 
ſuch is the continual employment of 
thoſe hopeful youths who are deltined by 
birth to be the judges of our property, 
and pillars of our conſtitution; ſuch are 
the heirs and repreſeutatives of thoſe pa- 
triots who planned, and thoſe heroes 
who maintained the laws and freedom 
of their country ; who were the patrons 
of merit, the tathers of the poor, the 
terror of vice and immorality; and, at 
once, the ornaments .and ſupport of a 
happy nation. | 
Our adventurer conſidered all theſe 
circumſtances with bis wonted ſagacity, 
and ſeeing upon what precarious foot - 

he muſt ſtand, ſhould he rank him- 

t with ſuch ſociety, he wiſely came 
to the reſolution of deſcending one ſtep 
in the degrees of life, and of taking 

n him the title of phyſician, under 

ich he did not deſpair of inſinuating 
himſelf into the pockets of his patients, 
and into the ſecrets of private families, 
ſo as tv acquire a comfortable ſhare of 
adtice, or captivate the heart of ſome 

weſs or rich widow, whole fortune 
would at once render him independent 


and happy. 
1. determination, his next care 


— 


— 
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for a ſurgeon to attempt the cure, the 


was to concert meaſures for his firſt ap- 
pres in this new character; well 

nowing that the ſucceſs of a phyſi- 
cian in a great meaſure depends upon 
the external equipage in which he fri 
declares himſelf an adept in the heal- 
ing art. He firſt of all procured a few 
books on the ſubject of medicine, which 
he ſtudied with great attention during 
the remaining part of the winter and 
{pring, and repaired to Tunbridge with 
the firſt of the ſeaſon, where he appeared 
in the uniform of ZEſculapius, namely, 
a plain ſuit full trimmed, with a volu- 
minous tye-perriwig ; believing that, 
in this place, he might glide, as it were, 
imperceptibly, into the functions of his 
new employment, and gradually accul- 
tom himſelf to the method and form of 
preſcription. 

A man ſo well known in the gay 
world could not be ſuppoſed to effe 
ſuch a transformation, without being 
obſerved; and therefore, in -order to 
anticipate the cenſure and ridicule of 
thoſe who might be tempted to make 
themſelves merry at his expence, he, 
on his arrival at the wells, repaired to 
the ſhop of an apothecary, and calling 
for pen, ink, and paper, wrote a pre- 
ſcription, which he defired might be 
immediately made up, While this was 
doing by the ſervant, he was invited 
into a parlour by the maſter, with whom 
he entered into converſation, touching 
the property of the Tunbridge-water, 
ih ſeemed to have been his particu- 
Jar ſtudy: and, indeed, he had peruled 
Rouzee's Treatiſe on that lubject, with 
indetatigable aſſiduity. From this theme, 
he made digreſſions into other parts of 
medicine, upon which he ſpoke with 
ſuch plauſible elocution, that tlie apo- 
thecary, whoſe knowledge in that art 
was not very profound, looked upon 
him as a phyſician of great learning and 
experience, aud hinted a deſire of know · 
ing his name and ſituation, ö 

athom accordingly gave him to un- 
derſtand, that he hag udied phyſick, 


and had taken his degrees at Padua, 


rather for his amuſement, than with any 
view of exerciſing medicine, as be then 
could not poſſibly foreſee the misfor- 
tunes which had luce happened to his 
family, and by which he was now com- 
pelled to have recourſe to a profeſſion 
that, was very much beneath the ex- 
propos of his birth. Yet he bore 
is diſappointments with 3 

£ und 


and even good humour, and bleſſed his 
ſtars for having inelined him to the ſtud 
of any branch of knowledge by whic 
he might be enabled to laugh at the 
vieiſſitudes of fortune. He then ob- 
ſerved, that he had praftiſed with ſome 
applauſe at the hot-well, near Briſtol, 
before he thought he ſhould be ever re- 
duced to the neceſſity of taking a fee; 
and that, in all probability, his meta- 
morphoſis, when — would furniſh 
matter of ſurprize and merriment to 
ſome of his old acquaintance. 

The apothecary was really ſtruck with 
his polite addreſs, and pleaſed with his 
agreeable diſcourſe ; he confoled him 
for the misfortunes of his family, by 
2 him, that in England nothing 
could be more honourable, or indeed 
profitable, than the character of a phy- 
ſician, provided he could once wriggle 
himſelf into practice; and inſinuated, 
that, although he was reſtricted by cer- 
tain engagements with other perſons of 
the faculty, he ſhould be glad of an 
opportunity to ſhew his regard for Doc- 
tor Fathom. This was a very effectual 
method which our hero took to intimate 
his new character to the publick. By 
the induſtry and communicative diſpo- 
ſition of the apothecary, it was circu- 
lated in half a day through every tamily 
in the place; and next morning, when 
Ferdinand appeared, the company forth- 
with aſſembled in ſeparate groupes, and 
from each knot he heard his name re- 
ver berated in a whiſper. 

Having thus announced himſelf to 
all whom it might concern, and allowed 
the ladies two days to diſcuſs the me- 
rit of his transfiguration, together with 
the novelty of the caſe, he ventured to 
ſalute, at a diftance, a lady and her 
daughter, who had been his patients at 
the Lo watts and, although they ho- 
noured his bow with the retura of a 
ſlight curtſey, they gave him not the 
lealt encouragement, to make a nearer 
approach, Notwithſtanding this rebuff, 
he concluded, that, ſhould the health 
of either come in queſtion, they would 
renew their application to his ſkill, 
and what was refuſed by their pride, 
would be granted by their apprehenſion. 
Here, however, he happened to be miſ- 
taken in his conjecture. 

The young lady being ſeized with a 
violent head- ache and palpitation, hep 
mother deſued the apothecary to re- 
commend a phyſician; and the perſon 
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with whom he was contracted, being 
at that time abſent, he propoſed Doc» 
tor Fathom as a man of great ability 
and diſcretion : but the good lady re- 


jeed the propoſal with diſdain, becauſe 


ſhe had formerly krown him in the 
character of a count; though that very 
character was the chief reaſon that had 
then induced her to crave his advice. 
Such is the caprice of the world in 
general, that whatever bears the face of 
novelty, captivates, or rather bewitches 
the imagination, and confounds the 
ideas of reaſon and common ſenſe, If, 
for example, a ſcullion from the clink+ 
ing of pewter ſhould conceive a taſts 
for the clinking of rhyme, and make 
ſhift to bring together twenty ſyllables, 
ſo as that the tenth and af ſhall have 
the like ending, the compoſition is im- 
mediately extolled as a miracle; and 


what appeals to the admiration, is not 


the wit, the elegance or poetry of the 
work, but the uncultivated talent, and 
humble ſtation of the author. A rea- 
der does not exclaim, What a deli- 
© cate ſentiment | what a beautiful (+ 

mile! what eaſy and muſical verſiſi- 


c 

cation l' but cries in rapture, * Hea · 
« 
4 


vens, what a prodigy ! a poet, from 
the ſcullery! a mule in livery ! ory 
© Apollo with a trowel l' The publick 
is aſtoniſhed into liberality ; the ſculli 
eats from thoſe trenchers he ſcowe 
before; the footman is admitted into 
the coach, behind which he was wont 
to ſtand ; and the bricklayer, inſtead of 
plaiſtering walls, bedaubs his i/uftrions 
artner with the mortar of his praiſe. 
'Thus, lifted into a higher ſphere, their 
talents receive cultivation; they become 
profeſſed bards; and though their ſub- 
tequent works bear evident marks, of 
improvement, they are neglected among 
the reſt of their brethren ; becauſe that 
novelty, which recommended them in 
the beginning, no longer remains. 
So it fared with our adventurer in 
his new occupation. There was ſome» 
thing ſo extraordinary in a nobleman's 
underſtanding medicine; and ſo un- 
common in a phyſician's preſexibi 
gratis, that the curioſity and admira- 
tion of the company at Briſtol were 
engaged, and they followed his advice, 
as the direction of ſome ſupernatural 
intelligence; but now that he profeſſed 
himſelf one of the faculty, and might 
be ſuppoſed to have refreſhed his me» 
mory, and reinforced his know edge 
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for the occaſion, he was as much over- 
looked as any other phyſician unſup- 
ed by intereſt or As or, at leaſt, 
notice he attracted was not at all to 
the advantage of his character, becauſe 
it wholly regarded the decline of his 
fortune, which is a never-failing fund 
of diſgrace, 
* Theſe mortifications did not overcome 
the patience and perſeverance of Fa- 
thom, who foreſaw that the ſoothing 
hand of time would caſt a veil of ob- 
livion over thoſe ſcenes which were re- 
membered to his prejudice; and that, 
in the mean time, though he was ex- 
cluded from the private parties of the 
fair-ſex, in which his main hope of 
ſucceſs was placed, he ſhould be able 
to infinuate himſelf into ſome degree of 
favour and practice among the male 
patients; 22 lucky cure, pro- 
perly diſplayed, might be the means of 
propagating his fame, and baniſhing 
t reſerve which at preſent interfered 
with his purpoſe, Accordingly, it was 
not long before he found means to break 
that ſpell of univerſal prejudice that 
hedged him in. At the ordinary which 
he trequented, his polite carriage, fa 
cefious remarks, and agreeable ſtories, 
won conciliated the regard of his fel- 
low guefts, among whom he ſometimes 
rallied his own transformation with 
Fingular good humour and ſucceſs : he 
even witty upon his want of em- 
yment; and uſed to obſerve, that a 
phyſician, without practice, had one 
comfort to which his brethren were 
rangers, namely, that the ſeldomer he 
had occaſion to preſcribe, the leſs he had 
upon his conſcience on account of being 
neceſſary to the death of his fellow- 
Nothing ſo effectually blunts the ſhafts 
of ridicule, and defeats the aims of 
finder, as this method of anticipation. 
In ſpite of the arrows that were levelled 
inſt his reputation from every tea- 
table at 2 he _ his party 
among almoſt all the gay youn 
— oy uented he 8 
from avoiding his company, they 
began to court his converſation, and he 
was commonly feen in the walks ſur- 
rounded with a group admirers. 
Having thus paved the way for a total 
removal of the invidious prepoffeſſion 
that obſtructed his views, he one night, 
while every perſon was lulled in the 
arms of repoſe, and univerſal ſilence 
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prevailed, tuned his violin, and began 
to play ſome maſterly airs, in a tone ſo 
uncommonly expreſſive, and with ſuch 
rav:thing dexterity of execution, that a 
certain lady who lodged in he ſame 
houſe, being waked by the muſick, and 
Ignorant of the ſource from which it 

owed, liſtened with rapture, as to the 


| harp of an angel, and wrapping herſelf 


in a looſe gown, roſe and opened her 
chamber- door, in order to diſcover in 
what apartment the muſician reſided. 
She no ſooner entered the paſſage, than 
ſhe found her fellow-lodgers already aſ- 
ſembled on the ſame occaſion; and there 
they remained during the beſt part of 
the night, tranſported by the harmony 
which our hero produced. 

Doctor Fathom was immediately 
known to be the author of this enter- 
tainment; and thus retrieved the bene- 
fit of that admiration which he had for- 
feited by appearing in the ſhape of a 
phyſician: for, as people had formerly 
wondered to ſee a count {killed in medi- 
cine; they were now amazed to find a 
phyſician ſuch a maſter in muſick. 

The good effects of this ſtratagem 
were almoſt inſtantaneous. His per- 
formance became the topick of dilcourſe 
among all the faſhionable company : his 
male friends complimented him from 
the information of the other ſex; and 
the lady whom he had regaled, inſtead 
of that ſhyneſs and diſdain with which 
ſhe uſed to receive his ſalutation, at their 
very next meeting in the Thoroughfare 
returned his bow with marks of pro- 


found reſpect. Nay, at midnight, ſhe, 


with the reſt, took poſt in the ſame place 
where they had been ſtationed =] wg 
and by frequent tittering, and repeated 
whiſpers, gave intimation to Fathom, 
that they would be glad of a ſecond ſe - 
renade. But he was too well acquaint- 
ed with the human paſhons to indulge 
this their deſire: it was his intereſt to 
inflame their impatience, rather than to 
gratify their expectation; and therefore 
he tantalized them for ſome hours, by 
tuning his violin, and playing ſome 
flouriſhes, which however produced no- 
thing to fulfil their wiſhes, 

At the ordinary he was accoſted by a 
gentleman, a lodger in the fame houſe, 
who aſſured him, that the ladies would 
take it as a great favour, if he would let 
them know when he intended to amuſe 
himſelf again with his inſtrument, that 
they might not, by falling aſleep before- 
JJ hand, 
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hand, deprive themſelves of the pleaſure 
of hearing his muſick. To this meſſage 
he replied with an air of conſequence 
and reſerve; that, though muſick was 
not the art he profeſſed, he ſhould be al- 
ways complaiſant enough to entertain 
the ladies to the utmoſt of his power, 
when their commands were ſignified to 
him in a manner ſuited to his character; 
but that he would never put himſelt on 
the footing of an itinerant harper, whoſe 
muſick is tolerated through the medium 
of a board partition. The gentleman 
having reported this anſwer to his con- 
ſtituents, they impowered him to invite 
Doctor Fathom to breakfaſt, and he was 
next morning introduced with the uſual 
ceremony, and treated with uncommon 
regard by all the females of the houſe, 
aſlembled for his reception. 

Having thus broke the ice of their 
averſion, in one part, ſo as that the 
beams of his perſonal accompliſhment 
had room to operate, he ſoon effected a 
general thaw in his favour, and found 
himſelf growing once more into requelt 
among the moſt amiable part of the cre- 
ation. His company was coveted, and 
his taſte conſulted in their balls, concerts, 
and private aſſemblies; and he recom» 
penced the regard they paid to him, 
with an inceſſant exertion of his agree- 
able talents, politeneſs, and good hu- 
mour, 


CHAP. XVI. 
TRIUMPHSOVER A MEDICAL RIVAL 


E T, in the midſt of all this atten- 

tion, his medical capacity ſeemed 
to be quite forgot. They reſpected his 
good breeding, were charmed with his 
voice, and admired the fine touches of 
his hand upon the violin; but, in cul- 
tivating the fiddler, they utterly neglect · 
ed the phyſician; and in vain did he at- 
tempt to divide their 1egard, by taking 
all opportunities to turn the converſation 
into a more intereſting channel. It was 
to little purpoſe he endeavoured to arouze 
the wonder of his audience with frequent 
deſcriptions of portentous maladies aud 
amazing cures he had ſeen and perform- 
ed in the courſe of his ſtudy and practice 
abroad; and to no effect did he pub- 
lickly buſy himſelf in making experi- 
ments on the mineral water, in which 
he pretended to have made ſeveral new 


and important diſcoveries. Theſe efforts 
did not make a laſting imprefſion upon 
the minds of the company, becauſe they 
ſaw nothing ſurprizing in a phyſician's 
being acquainted with all the myſteries of 
his art; and, as their cuſtom was al- 
ready beſpoke for others of the profeſ- 
ſion, whom it was their intereſt to em- 
ploy, our adventurer might have ſtarved 
amidſt the careſſes of his acquaintance, 
had not he derived conſiderable advan- 
tage from a lucky accident in the courſe 
of his expectancy. 

A gentiewoman's daughter, of a 
weakly conſtitution, by drinking the 
waters, had ſo far recovered her health 
and complexion, as to allure the affec- 
tion of a young ſquire in the neighbours 
hood, who amuſed her for ſome time 
with his addreſſes, until his heart was 
ſeduced by the charms of another young 
lady lately arrived at the wells. The 
forſaken nymph, ſhocked at this diſgrace 
and mortification, relapſed into her for- 
mer languiſhing diſorder, and was by 
her mother put under the management 
and preſcription of a phyſician, who 
had been an induſtrious enemy of Fa- 
thom, from his firſt appearance at Tun- 
bridge. The patient, though violently 
chagrined at the levity of her quondam 
admirer, was not altogther without hope, 
that the very ſame inconſtancy which had 
prompted him to leave her, might in time 
induce him to return, after the novelt 
of his new paſſion ſhould be wore off 
and this hope ſerved to ſupport her un- 
der the ſorrow and diſgrace of her diſ- 
appointment. At length, however, the 
ſquire and his new miltreſs diſappeared, 


and ſome buſy body was officious enough 


to communicate this piece of news to the 
forlorn ſhepherdeſs, with this additional 
circumſtance, that they were gone to a 
neighbouring pariſh, to be joined in the 
bands of wedlock. T 

Theſe fatal tidings were no ſooner 
imparted to the abandoned Phillis, than 
ſhe was ſeized with an hyſterick fit; and, 
what rendered the accident more unfor- 
tunate, her phyſician had been called to 
the country, and was not expected at 
Tunbridge till next day. The apothe- 
cary was immediately ſummoned; and, 
being either puzzled by the ſymptoms, 
or afraid of encroaching upon the pro- 
vince of his ſuperiors, adviſed the old 
lady to ſend for Doctor Fathom without 
delay. She had no other objection to 
this expedient, but the enmity which ſhe 
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knew ſubſiſted between the two leeches : 
yet, bearing that her own doctor would 
not confult with Fathom upon his re- 
turn, but renounce the patient, 
which means her daughter's health 
might be endangered, ſhe would not 
ſolicit our hero's aſſiſtance until the 
lady had remained ſeven hours 
* and inſenſible; when, OW 
iling over other conſidera- 
— n of our ad- 
venturer; who, having made the neceſ- 
in tions, and felt the patient's 
, which was regular and diſtinct, 
nd reaſon to conclude, that the fit 
would not laſt much longer; and, after 
baving obſerved that ſhe was in a very 
dangerous way, preſcribed ſome medi- 
cines for external application; and, to 
. inhance their opinion of his diligence 
and hamagity, reſolved to ſtay in the 
12 — Ra wor fail bn on th 
His j t did not fail him on this 
. In lefs than half an hour af - 
ter his embrocatious had been applied, 
me recovered the uſe of her tongue, 
her eyes, and _— in delirious 
exclamations, vpbraided her perfidious 
lover, became * ſenſible and com- 
though 


_ continued extremely 
low and 


to remedy theſe fink- 
, certaid cordials were immediately 
adminiſtered, according to the prefcrip- 
tion of Doctor Fathom, upon whom 
extraordinary encomiums were beſtowed 
by all preſent, who believed he had ac- 
twally reſcued her from the jaws of 
| death; and as he was by this time let 
into the ſecrets of the family, he found 
himſelf in a fair way of being an egre- 
gious favourite of theold genilewoman : 
when, unluckily, his brother, having diſ- 
miſſed his coumtry patient with uncom- 
mon diſpatch, entered the apartment, and 
eyed his rival with looks of inexpreſſible 
z then ſurveying the patient and the 
fals that ſtood upon the table by turns, 
What, in the name of God, cried 
he, © is the meaning of all this traſh?” 
© Really, doctor, _— the mother, 
2 little confounded at being thus taken 
by ſurprize, * Biddy has been taken 
0 y ill, and lain ſeven or eight 
« hours in a ſevere fit, from which, I 
* am confident, ſhe would never have 
« recovered without the help of à phy- 
© ficianz and as were abſent, we 
© had recourſe to this | Thy _ 
« preſcription hath had a Happy an 
« Era 1 effect. Effect! cried 


— 
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this offended member of the faculty ; 
* pſhaw! ſtuff! who made you judge 
© of effects or cauſes?” Then advancin 
to the patient, What has been the 
© matter, Miſs Biddy, that you could 
not wait till my return! 

Here Fathom interpoſing, Sir," ſaid 
he, if you will ſtep into the next room 
* I will communicate my ſentiments of 
© the caſe, together with the method up- 

5 have proceeded, that we 
* may deliberate * the next ſtep that 
is to be taken,” Inſtead of complyin 
with this propoſal, he ſeated himſelf in 
a chair, with his back to our adventurer, 
and while he examined Miſs Biddy's 
pulſe, gave him to underſtand, that he 
ſhould not conſult with him about the 
matter, 

Fathom, not in the leaſt diſconcerted 
at this uncivil anſwer, walked round 
his antagoniſt, and placing himſelf in 
his front, defired to know his reaſon for 
treating him with ſuch ſupercilious con- 
tempt. *© I am reſolved, ſaid the other, 
© never to conſult with any phyſician 
* who has not taken his degrees at either 
ot the Engliſh univerſfities,*—Upon 
the ſuppoſition,” replied our adventurer, 
that no perſon can be properly edu- 
* cated for the profeſſion at any other 
© ſchool ?— You are in the right, an- 
ſwered Doctor Looby, * that is one of 
many reaſons I have to decline the 
© conſultation,” 

How far you are in the right,” re- 
torted Fathom, I leave the world to 
« judge, after I have obſeryed, that in 
your Engliſh univerſities, - there is no 
opportunity of ſtudying the art; no, 
© not ſo much as a lecture given on the 
© ſubje& ; nor is there one phyſician of 
note in this kingdom, who has not 
« derived the greateſt part of his medical 
* knowledge from the inſtructions of fo- 
© reigners.” | 

Looby, incenſed at this affeveration, 
which he was not prepared to refute, 
exclaimed in 'a mott infuriate accent, 
* Who are you? Whence came you ? 

Where was you bred? You are one 

of thoſe, I beheve, who graduate them- 

ſelves, and commence doQors, the 

Lord knows how! an interloper, who, 

without licenſe or authority, came 
hither to take the bread out of the 

mouths of gentlemen, who have been 

trained to the buſineſs in a regular 

manner, and beſtowed great pains and 

* expence to qualify themfelves for the 
« profethon: 
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c profeſſion : for my own part, my edu- 
cation calt me fifteen hundred pounds. 
Never was money laid out to leſs 

« purpoſe, ſaid Ferdinand; for it 
does not appear that you have learned 
© (o much as the baſis of medical ac - 
* quirements, namely, that decorum and 
urbanity which ought to diſtinguiſh 
the deportment of every phyſician : 
you have even debaſed the nobleit and 
moſt beneficial art that ever engaged 
the ſtudy of mankind, which cannot 
be too much cultivated, and too little 
reſtrained, in ſeeking to limit the prac - 
tice of it to a ſet of narrow-minded 
illiberal wretches; who, like the low- 
eſt handicraftſmen, claim the exclu- 
live privileges of a corporation; had 

ou doubted my ability, you ought to 
— ſatisfied yourſelf in a manner 
conſiſtent with decency and candour ; 
but your behaviour, on this occaſion, 
is ſuch a malicious outrage upon good 
manners and humanity, that, were it 
not for my regard to theſe ladies, I 
would chaſtiſe you for your ipſoleuce 
on the ſpot, - Meanwhile, Madam, 
addreſſing himſelf ta the mother, . you 
* muſt give me leave to inſiſt upon your 
« diſmiſling either that gentleman or me 
without heſitation.“ 

This dana language had an in- 
ſtantaneous effe * the hearers. 
Looby's face grew pale, and his nether 
lip began to tremble; the patient was 
diſmayed; and the old gentlewoman 
concerned and perplexed : ſhe earneſtly 
beſought the gentlemen to be reconciled 
to each other, and enter into a iriendly 
conſultatioa upon her ' daughter's dit 
temper ; but finding both equally averle 
to accommodation, and Fathom becom- 
ing more and more importunate in his 
demand, ſhe preſented him with a dou- 
ble feez and giving him to underitand, 
that Doctor Looby had long attended 
the family, and was intimately acquaint- 
ed with her oon and Biddy's conftitu- 
tion, ſaid, ſhe hoped he would not take 
it amils if the retained her old phyhcian, . 

Though our hero was much woriitied 
at this triumph of his rival, he made a 
virtue of neceſſity, and retived with great 
complaiſance, wiſhing, that Miſs Biddy 
might never again be the ſubject of ſuch 
a, diſagreeable diſpute, Whether the 
patient was frighted at this aliercatian, 
or diſpleaſed with ber-mother's deciſion 
againſt an agreeable young fellow, who 
had, as it were, recalled her from the 
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grave, and made himſelf maſter of the 
{ſecret that rankled at her heart; or the 
diſeaſe had wound up her nerves for an 
other paroxiſm; certain it is, {he all of 


a ſudden broke forth inta a violent peal 
of laughter, which was ſucceeded by the 


moſt doleful cries, and other expreſ- 
ſions of grief; then the relapſed into 
a fit, attended with ſtrong convulſions, 


to the unſpcakable terror of the old gen - 


:lewoman, who intreated Doctor Looby. 


to be expeditious in his preſcription; ac 


cordingly, he ſeized the pen with great 
confidence, and a —— 
unti-hyſterick medicines were, in dif- 
terent forms, externally and internally 
applied. 


Nevertheleſs, either Nature was dil- 


turbed in her own efforts by theſe ap- 
plications, or the patient was reſolved 
io diſgrace the doctor: for the more re- 
medics that were adminiſtered, her con- 
vulſions became the more violent; and, 
in ſpire of all his endeavours, he could 
not overcome the obſtinacy of the diftem- 
per. Such a miſcarriage upon the back 
of his rival's ſuccets, could not fail to 
overwhelm him with confuſion z pe- 
cially as the mother baited hun. with 
repeated intreaties to do ſomething tor 


the recovery of her daughter. At length, 


after having exerciſed her patience ity 
vain for ſeveral hours, this affectionate 
parent couldno longer ſuppreſs the tug- 
geltions of her concern, but, in an in- 
coarrent itrain, told him, that her duty 


would not ſuffer her to be longer ſuent 


in an affair oa which ded the life 
of her dear child: that fhe had ſeen 


enough to beheve he had miſtaken the 


cal: of poor Biddyz and be could not 
juitly blame her tor recalling Doctor 
Fathom, whole pteictiption had ope- 
rated in a miraculous manner. 


Looby, ſhocked at this propoſal, pro- 


teſted againſt it with great vehemence, 
as an expedient highiy mjurious to him 
leif. * My remedies,” awd be, are jutt 


beginning to take effect, and m all 


probability the fit will aot aſt much 


longer; lo that hy calbng in aaother 
pexion at this juncture, you will de- 
* traud me of that credit which 3s ay 
due, and deck my adverſary with to- 


© phics, to which be has no preteation.” 


She was prevatied upon, by this remon- 
trance, to wait another halt hour, Wen 


perceiving, as yet, no alteration for the 


better, and being diftracted with her 


tears, which CEO IETNS 


rer 
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of natural affection, the ſent a meſſage 
to Doctor Fathom, deſiring to ſee him 
with all poſſible diſpatch. 

He was not flow in — — call; 
but haſtening to the ſcene of action, was 
not u — to find Looby ſtill 
in the ent. This gentleman, 
fince better might not be, reiolved to 
ſacrifice his pride to his intereſt, and, 
rather than loſe his patient altogether, 
and run the riſk of forfeiting his repu- 
tation at the ſame time, ſtaid with in- 
tention to romiſe his difference with 
Fathom, that he might not be wholly 
excluded from the honour of -the cure, 
in caſe it could be effected. But he reck- 
ned without his hoſt, in his calculation 
of the count's placability ; for, when he 
put on his capitulating face, and, after 
a flight apology for his late behaviour, 
| that all animoſity ſhould ſub- 

in favour of the young lady, whoſe 
life was at ſtake, our hero rejected his 
advances with infinite diſdain, and aſ- 
fured the mother, in a very ſolemn tone, 
that far from conſulting with a man 
who had treated him fo unworthily, he 
would not ſtay another minute in the 
houſe unleſs he ſhould ſee him diſcarded: 
a ſatis faction barely ſufficient to atone 
for the affront he himſelf had ſuffered 
by the unjuſt preference ſhe had before 
given to his rival. 

There was no remedy: Looby was 
obliged to retreat in his turn; then our 
adventurer approaching the bed · ſide, re- 
connoitred the patient, examined the me- 
dicines which had been adminiſtered, 
and lifting up his eyes in expreſſive ſi- 
lence, detached the with a new 
order to the apothecary. It was well 
the uledexpedition, otherwiſe 
Doctor Fathom would __ been _—_ 

ipated by the operation of nature; for, 
— baviek — run it's career, 
Miſs Biddy was on the point of retriev- 
ing her ſenſes, when the frontal pre- 
ſeribed by Fathom was applied; to the 
efficacy of this, therefore, was aſcribed 
her recovery, when ſhe opened her eyes, 
and began to pour forth unconnected 
ejaculations; and in a few moments 
after, ſhe was perſuaded to ſwallow a 
draught prepared for the purpoſe, her 
ion returned, and Ferdinand gain - 
ed the reputation of having performed 
a ſecond miracle. . 

But he was furniſhed with a piece of 

intelligence of much more energy than 


all The had taken; and ſo ſoon as he con- 
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cluded ſhe was capable to bear the news 
without any dangerous emotion, he, a- 
mong other articles of chit-chat culled 
for her amuſement, took the opportu- 
nity of telling the company, that Squire 
Stub (the cauſe of Miſs Biddy's diſor- 
der) had, in his way to matrimony, 
been robbed of his bride, by a gentle- 
man to whom ſhe had been formerly 
engaged. He had waited for her on 
purpoſe at an inn on the road, where he 
found means to appeaſe her diſpleaſure, 
which he had, it feems, incurred, and 
to ſuperſede her new lover, whom ſhe 
quitted without ceremony; upon which 
the ſquire had returned to Tunbridge, 
curſing her levity ; 2 bleſſing his good 
ſtars tor having ſo ſeaſonably prevented 
his ruin, which would have infallibly 
been the confequence of his marrying 
ſuch an adventurer. 
It would be ſuperfluous to obſerve, 
that theſe tidings operated like an ad- 
mirable ſpecifick on the ſpirits of the 
young lady; who, while ſhe affected to 
pity the ſquire, was ſo much overjoyed 
at his diſappointment, that her eyes be- 
gan to ſparkle with uncommon vivacity, 
and in leſs than two hours after the lait 
of thoſe terrible attacks, ſhe was reſtored 
to a better ſtate of health than ſhe had 
enjoyed for many weeks. Fathom was 
not forgot amidſt the rejoicings of the 
family: beſides an handſome gratuity 
for the effects of his extraordinary kill, 
the old lady favoured him with a ge- 
neral invitation to her houſe; and the 
daughter not only conſidered him as the 
reſtorer of her health, and angel of her 
good fortune, but alſo began to diſco- 
ver an uncommon reliſh for his conver- 
ſation; ſo that he was ſtruck with the 
3 of ſucceeding Squire Stub in 
er affection: a conqueſt which, if ſanc- 
tioned by the approbation of the mo- 
ther, would conſole him for all the diſ- 
appointments he had ſuſtained; for Miſs 
Biddy was intitled to a fortune of ten 
thoutand pounds, provided ſhe ſhould 
marry with the conlent of her parent, 
who was the ſole executrix of the fa- 
ther's will. | 
Animated with the hope of ſuch an 
advantageous match, our adventurer 
miſſed no opportunity of' improving the 
lodgment he had made; while the two 
ladies failed not to erte his medical ca - 
pacity among all their female aequaint - 
ance, By means of this circulation, 
his advice was demanded in ſeveral other 
cales, 


W Qi. . 


eaſes, which he managed with ſuch an im- 
ſing air of ſagacity and importance, that 

is fame began to ſpread; and before the 
end of the F-xfon, he had raviſhed more 
than one half of the buſineſs from his 
competitor. Notwithſtanding theſe for- 
tunate events, he foreſaw that he ſhould 


find great difficulty in tranſplanting his 


reputation, ſo as to take root in Lon- 
don, which was the only foil in which 
he could propoſe to riſe to any degree of 
profperity and independance ; and this 
reflection was grounded upon a maxim 
which univerſally prevails among the 
Engliſh e, namely, to overlook and 
whiolly e&, on their return to the 
metropolis, all the connections they may 
have chanced to acquire during their re- 


ſidence at any of the medical wells: and 


this ſocial diſpoſition is fo ſcrupulouſly 
maintained, that two perſons who lived 
in the moft intimate correſpondence at 
Bath or Tunbridge, ſhall in four and 
twenty honrs ſo totally forget their 
friendfhip, as to meet in St, James's 
Park without betraying the leaſt token 
of recognition; ſo that one would ima» 
ine thoſe mineral waters were ſo Soy 
ams iſfuing from the river Lethe, fo 
famed of old for waſhing away all rraces 
of memory and rcolletlion. 

Aware of this oblivious principle, 
Doctor Fathom collected all his quali- 
fications, in order to make ſuch an im- 
preſſion upon the heart of Miſs Biddy 
as would reſiſt all her endeavours to 
ſhake him from her remembrance; and 
his efforts ſucceeded ſo well, that Squire 
Stubs advances to a reconciliation were 
treated with manifeſt mdifference; In 
all probability, our hero would have 
made a very advantageous campaign, 
had not his Mo — been retarded 
by an obſtruction, which (as he did not 
perceive it) he could not poſſibly ſur- 
mount: in difplaying his accompliſh- 
ments to captivate the daughter, he had 
unwittingly made am abſolute conqueſt 
of the mother, who ſuperintended the 


conduct of Miſs Biddy with ſuch jea- 


lous Tn, that he _ find = 
opportunity of profiting by the progreſs 
bead — * i tee hae offer 1 care- 
ful matron would never loſe ſiglit of her 
no, not for one moment. 
Had the old lady given the leaſt in- 
timation to our ad venturer, of the ſenti- 
ments ſhe entertained in his behalf, his 


complaiſinee._ was of ſuch” a pflable tex 


rare, that he would have quitted his 
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other purſuit} and made her the ſole ob- 
ject of his attention : but the either de- 
pended upon the effect of his own good 


taſte and diſcernment, or was too proud 


to diſcloſe a paſſion which he had hither 
to overlooked. ; | 3 


CHAP. XVII. 
REPAIRS TO TAE METROPOLIS, 


AND ENROLS HIMSELF AMONG 
THE SONS OF PAAN, a 


| | ra this affair eould be brought 
to a proper explanation, the ſeaſon 
being almoſt ended, the ladies departed 
from Tunbridge; and in a little time 
Doctor Fathom followed them to Lon- 
don, having previouſly obtained per- 
miſſion to viſit them in that metropolis. 
He had ſolicited the ſame favour of ſome 
other families, in which he hoped, to 
take root, though he koew-.they were 
pre-engaged to different phyſicians z and 
reſolving to make his firſt medical ap- 
pearance in London with ſome eclat, be 
not only purchated an old chariot, which 
was new-painted for the purpoſe, but 
likewiſe hired a footman, whom he 
cloathed in laced livery, in order to 
diftinguiſh himſelf from the common 
run of his brethren, | 
This equipage, though much more 
expenſive than his finances could bear, 
he found abſolutely neceflary to give him 
a chance for employment; as every ſhab- 
by retainer to phyſick, in this capital, 
had provided himſelf with a vehicle, 
which was altogether uſed by way of a 
travelling ſign · poſt, to draw in cuſtom- 
ers; ſo. that a walking phyſician was 
conſidered as an obſcure pedlar, trudging. 
from ſtreet to ſtreet with his uu 


knowledge on his ſhoulders, an ſelling 


his remnants. of advice by retail. 

chariot was not now ſet up for the con- 
venience of a man ſinking under. the 
fatigue of extenſive practice, but as a 
piece of furniture every way as neceſſary 


as a large perriwig with three tails; and 


a phykcian, letahis merit in other re- 
ſpects be never ſo conſpicuous, can no 
more expect to become conſiderable in 
buſineſs, without the aſſiſtance of this 
implement, than he can hope to live 
without food, or breathe without a wind- 


Pr his viſite is ſo well underſtood, 
thatz.excluive of thoſe who profeſs them · 
X ſelves 


— — ¶— 
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ſelves doors, every raw ſurgeon, 

idle yay + who can — = 
with fool- hardy coachmaker, may 
de ſeen dancing the hays in all places of 
publick reſort, and grinning to one an- 
other from their reſpective carriages. 
Hence proceed many of thoſe cruel ac- 
cidents which are recorded in the daily 


— An apothecary's horſes take 


ght, and run away with his chariot, 
which is heard of no more; an eminent 
being overturned, is ſo terrified 
at the thoughts of mutilation, that he 
reſolves to walk on foot all the days of 
his lie; and the coachman of a phyſi- 
ciaw-of great practice, having the mis- 
-fortune to be diſabled by a fall from the 
box, his maſter can never find another 
to ſapply his place. 
None of theſe obſervations eſcaped the 
—.— of Fathom; who, before 
* to ſeat himſelf in this ma- 
chine, had made proper inquiry into all 
the other methods iſed, with a view 
to keep the wheels in motion.,, In his 
reſearches, he found that the great world 
was wholly engrofled by a few practi- 
tioners who had arrived at the ſummit 
of reputation, conſequently, were no 
longer obliged to cultivate thoſe arts by 
"which they roſe; and that the reſt of the 
buſineſs was parcelled out into ſmall 
incloſures, occupied by different groupes 
of perſonages, male and female, who 
«Rood in rings, and toſſed the ball from 
one to another; there being in each de- 
| t two ſets, the individuals of 
-which relieved one another occaſionally. 
Every knot was compoſed of a waiting- 


© woman, nurſe, apothecary, ſurgeon, and 


phyſician, and, ſometimes, a midwife 
-was admitted into the party; and in 
this manner the farce was commonly 
ormed. | : 
A fine lady, fatigued with 4dleneſs, 
ains of - the vapours, is deprived 
of her reſt, though not ſo ſick as to have 
recourſe to medicine: her favouite maid, 
tired with giving her a'tendance in the 
Night, thinks proper, fr the benefit of 
Her own repole, to complain of a violent 
head - ache, and reconaiends to her miſ- 
treſs u nurſe of approved tenderneſs and 
-diferetion-4 at whoſe houſe (in all like- 
hood) the faid chamber-maid hath 
"oft given the rendezvous. to a male 
-Friend. The nurie, well ſkilled in the 
myſteries of her occupation, perſuades 
\ the patient that her malady, far from 
being flight or chimerical, may proceed 


to a very dangerous degree of the hyſ- 
terical lfte va, unleſs it be Kt in 
the bud by ſome very effectual remedy: 
then ſhe recounts a ſurprizing cure per- 
formed by a certain apothecary, and 
appeals to the teſtimony of the waiting = 
woman, who, being the goſſip of his 
wife, confirms the evidence, and corro- 
borates the propoſal. The apothecary 
being ſummoned, finds her ladyſhip in 
ſuch-a delicate ſituation that he declines 
preſcribing, and adviſes her to ſend for 
a phy ſician without delay. The nomi- 
nation of courſe, falls to him, and the 
doctor being called, declares the neceſ- 
fity of immediate venæſection, which 
is accordingly performed by the ſurgeon 
of the aſſociation. 

This is one way of beginning the 
game; though the commencement often 
varies, and. ſometimes the apothecary, 
and ſometimes the phyſician opens the 
ſcene; but, be that as it will, they al- 
ways appear in a ſtring, like a flight 
of wild geeſe, and each confederacy 
maintains a correſpondence with one 
particular undertaker. Fathom, upon 
theſe conſiderations, ſet up his reſt in 
the firſt floor of an apothecary in the 
neighbourhood of Charing-Croſs, to 
whom he was introduced by a letter 
from a friend at Tunbridge, and who, 
being made acquainted with his ability 
and ſcheme, promiſed to let flip no op- 
portunity of ſerving him; and, indeed, 
ſeemed to eſpouſe his intereſt with great 
alacrity. He introduced him to ſome 
of his patients, on the ſtrength of a 
gratis viſit, ſounded forth his praiſe 
among all the good women of his ac- 
quaintance, and even prevailed upon 
him to publiſh advertiſements, import- 
ing that he would every day, at a cer- 
tain time and place, give his advice to 
the poor for nothing; hoping, that by 
means of ſome lucky cure, his fame 
might be extended, and his practice 
grow into requeſt. 

In the mean time, his chariot rolled 
along through all the moſt frequented 
ſtreets, during the whole forenoon; and 
at the uſual hour, he never failed to 
make his appearance at the medical 
coffee · houſe, with all that ſolemnity of 
feature and addreſs by which the mo- 
dern ſons of Pæan are diſtinguiſhed ; not 
but that he was often puzzled about the 
decifion of his diurnal route : for the 
method of driving up one ſtreet and 
down another, without halting, was be- 

| come 
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come ſuch a ſtale expedient, that the 
very apprentices uſed to ſtand at the ſhop · 
doors, and ridicule the vain parade. At 
length, however, he peruſed the map of 


London with great diligence, and hav- 
ing acquired a diſtinct idea of it's topo- 


graphy, uſed to alight at the end of long 
narrow thoroughfares, and paved courts, 
where the chariot was ordered to wait 
till his return; and walking with great 
gravity through the different turnings 
of theſe alleys, regain his carriage b 
another paſſage, and reſume his ſeat wit 
an air of vaſt importance. With a view 
to protract the time of his ſuppoſed viſits, 
he would at one place turn aſide to the 
wall; at another, cheapen an urinal; at 
a third corner, read a quack advertiſe- 
ment, or lounge a few minutes in ſome 
bookſeller's ſhop; and, laſtly, glide into 
ſome obſcure coffee-houſe, and treat him- 
ſelf with a dram of uſquebaugh. 
The other means uſed to force a trade, 
ſuch as ordering himſelf to be called 
from church; alarming the neighbour- 
hood with knocking at his door in the 
night; receiving ſudden meſſages in 
laces of reſort : and inſerting his cures 
y way of news in the daily papers, had 
been ſo injudiciouſly hacknied-by every 
deſperate ſculler in phyſick, that they 
had loſt their effe& upon the publick, 
and therefore were excluded from the 
lan of our adventurer, whoſe ſcheme, 
or the preſent, was to exert himſelt in 
winning the favour of thoſe ſage ſybils, 
who keep; as it were, the temple of medi- 
eine, and admit the young prieſt to the 
ſervice of the altar ; but this he conſi- 
dered as a temporary project only, un- 
til he ſhould have acquired intereſt e- 
nough to erect an hoſpital, lock, or in- 
firmary, by the voluntary ſubſcription 
of his friends; a ſcheme which had ſuc- 
ceeded to a miracle with many of the 
feſſion, who had raiſed themſelves 
to notice, upon the carcaſes of the 


Feet, even this brauch was already 
over · ſtocked, inſomuch that almoſt ever) 
ſtreet was furniſhed with one of dhl, 
charitable receptacles, which, inſtead of 
diminiſhing the taxes for the mainte- 
nance of the poor, encouraged the-vul- 
gar to be idle and diſſolute, by opening 

aſylum to them and their families, 
from the diſeaſes of poverty and — 
perance : for it remains to be proved, 
that the pariſh rates are decrealed, the 


bills of mortality leſſened, the peopl© 
more numerous, or the ſtreets leſs in- 
felted with beggars, notwithſtanding 
the immenſe ſums yearly granted by in- 
dividuals for the relief of the indigent. 

But, waving theſe reflections, Doc- 
tor Fathom hoped that his landlord 
would be a ob: uſefu} implement for 
extending his influence; and, for that 
reaſon, admitted him into a degree of 
partnerſhip ; after being fully convinced, 
that he was, not under articles to any 
other phyſician. Neverthelefs, he was 
very much miſtaken in reckoning 'on 
the importance of his new ally; who 
was, like himſelf, a needy adventurer, 
ſettled upon credit, and altogether un- 
employed, except among the very refuſe 
of the people, wiidm no other perſon 
would take the trouble to attend: ſo 
that our hero got little elſe than expe- 
rience and trouble, excepting a few 
guineas, which he made ſhift to glean 
among ſojourners, with whom he be- 
came occaſionally acquainted, or young 
people who had been unfortunate in 
their amours. 

In the midſt of theſe endeavours, he 
did not omit his duty to the old gentle- 
woman, whoſe daughter he had cured 
at Tunbridge ; and was always receiv- 
ed with particular complacency ; which, 
3 he in ſome meaſure owed to 

is genteel equipage, that gave credit 
to every door before which it was ſeen ; 
yet Miſs Biddy was as inaccefſible as 
ever, while the mother became more 
and more warm in her civilities; till at 
length, after having prepared him with 
ſome extraordinary compliments, ſhe 
gave him to underſtand, that Biddy was 
no better than a giddy-headed girl; far 
from being unexceptionable in her mo- 
ral character, and particularly deficient 
in duty and gratitude to her, who had 
been always a tender and indulgent pa- 
rent; ſhe was therefore — ts 
puniſh the young minx, for her levity, 
and want cf natural affection, by alter- 
ing her own condition, could ſhe find a 
worthy and agreeable man, on whom 
ſhe could beſtow her hand and fortune 
without a bluſh.” 1 

The film was inſtantly removed from 
Fathom's eyes by this declaration, which 
the uttered with ſuch a ſigniſicancy of 
look, as thrilled to his ſoul with joy 
preſage; while he replied, it would, 
indeed, be a difficult taſk to find a man 

X 2 who 
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who merited ſuch happineſs and honour; 
but, ſurely, ſome there were, who would 
taſk their faculties to the uttermoſt, in 
manifetting their gratitude, and deſire of 
rendering t ves worthy of ſuch diſ- 
tin&on. Though this anſwer was pro- 
nounced in ſuch a manner, as gave her 
to underſtagd he had taken the hint, ſhe 
would not cheapen her condeſcenſion 
ſo much as to explain herſelf farther at 
that juncture, and he was very well con- 
tented to woo her on her own terms: 

xrdingly, he began to ſeaſon his be · 
We wich a ſpice of gallantry, when 

bad opportunities of being particular 


with this new inamorata; and, in pro- 


ion to the returns the made, he gra- 
| 3 himſelf from Miſs Bid 
dy, by intermitting, and at laſt diſ- 
continuing, thoſe ardent expreſſions of 
love and admiration, which he had made 
ſaift to convey in private looks and ftolen 
whaſpers, during the raucorous inſpec- 
tion of her mother. | 
Such alteration could not long eſcape 
the jealous eyes of the young lady, no 
more than the cauſe of this alienation, 
which in a moment converted all her 
love into irreconcileable hate, and filled 
her whole ſoul with the moſt eager de- 
fice of vengeance : for ſhe now not only 
conſidered him as a mercenary wretch, 
who had lighted her attractions for the 
ſordid gratifications of avarice, but alſo 
as an interloper, who wanted to inter- 
her fartune, in the odious character 
s father-in-law. But, before ſhe 
could bring ber aim to any ripeneſs of 
contrivance, her mother having caught 
cold at church, was ſeized with a rheu- 
matick fever, became delirious in leſs 
than three days, and, notwithſtanding 
all the preſcriptions and care of her ad- 
mixer, gave up the „ without bay» 
ng retrieved the uſe of her ſenſes, or 
een able to manifeli, by will, the ſen · 
timents ſhe entertained in favour of her 
phyſician, who (as the reader will caſily 
ceive) had more reaſons than one to 
mortally chagrined at this event. 


Mie Biddy being thus put in poſ- 
145 of the — —— 
ly renounced all corrtpondence with 
| Fathom, by farbid«ling him the 

but likewiſe took all opportuni- 
ies, of prejudicing his character, b. 
intin — her — mamma had fall. 
gan lacrifice to his ignorance and pre- 
ſumption, 5 Nat 
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CHAP, XVII | 


ACQUIRES EMPLOYMENT, IN con- 


SEQUENCE OF A LUCKY MISCAR+» 
RIAGE. 1 


HES E ill offices, however, far 
from anſwering her purpoſe, had 
à quite cont WY or, in conſe- 
uence of her invectives, he was, in a 
| days, called to the wife of a mer - 
chant, who piouſly hoped that his prac- 
tice would not give Mauls Biddy the lye, 
The patient had long lingered under a 
complication of diſtempers, and being 
in no immediate danger of her life, Doc+ 
tor Fathom was in no hurry to ſtrike a 
deciſive roke; till the huſband grow- 
ing impatient of delay, and ſo explicit 
in his hints, that it was impoſſible to 
miſapprehend his meaning, aur adven- 
turer reſolved to do ſomething effectual 
for his ſatis faction, and preſcribed a me- 
dicine of ſuch rough operation, as he 
thought mult either vblige his employer, 
or produce a change in the lady's con- 
ſtitution, that would make a noiſe in 
the world, and bring a new acceſſion ta 
bis fame. 

Proceeding upon theſe maxims, he 
could not be dilappointed: the remedy 
played it's part with ſuch violence, as 
reduced the patient to extremity, and 
the merchant had actually * an 
undertaker; when, after a ſeries of 
ſwoonings and convulſions, Nature ſo 
far prevailed, as to expel at once tlie pre · 
ſcription and the diſeaſe; yet the good - 
natured huſband was ſo much affected 
with the agonies to which he ſaw the 
wife of his boſom expoled by this ſpeci- 
fick, that, although the effect of it was 
her perfect recovery, be never could bear 
the ſight of Fathom for the future, nor 
eyen hear his 12 * without 

vin s of horror and indignation 

— 12410 not ſcruple to affirm, that 
had our adventurer been endowed with 
the leaſt lincture of humanity, he would 
bave luffered the poor woman to depart 
in peace, rather thay reſtore. her to health 
at the expeuce of ſych anxiety and tur- 
ture. 

On the other hand, this entraordi 
— was blazoned abroad by the g 
ady and her goſſips with ſuch exagge- 
rations, as rouzed the aftaniſhment of 
(be publick, and concurred with the — 


c * 
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0 of his laſt miſcarriage, to bring 
im upon the carpet, as the univerſal 
ſubject of diſcourſe, When a phyſician 
becomes the town talk, he generally 
concludes his buſineſs more than half 
done, even though his fame ſhould whol- 
ly turn upon his mal · practice; inſomuch 
that ſome members of the faculty have 
been heard to complain, that they never 
had the good fortune to be publickly ac- 
cuſed of homicide; and it is well known, 
that a certain famous empirick of our 
day never flouriſhed to any degree of 
wealth and reputation, till after he had 
been attacked in print, and fairly con- 
victed of having deſtroyed a good num - 
ber of the human ſpecies. Succeſs raiſ- 
ed upon ſuch a foundation, would, by 
a diſciple of Plato, and ſome modern 
IS aſcribed to the innate virtue 
and generoſity of the human heart,which 
naturally eſpouſes the cauſe that needs 
protection: but I, whoſe notions of hu- 
man excellence are not quite ſo ſublime, 
am apt to believe it is owing to that 
ſpirit of ſelf-conceit and contradiction, 
which is, at leaſt, as univerſal, if not 
'as natural, as the moral fenſe io warm- 
ly contended for by thoſe ideal philoſo- 


The moſt infamous wretch often finds 
his account in theſe principles of male- 
yolence and ſelf-love: for whereſoever 
his character falls under diſcuſſion, there 
is. generally ſome perſon preſent, who, 
either from an affectation of ſingularity, 
or envy to the accuſers, undertakes his 
defence, and endeavours to invalidate 
the articles of his impeachment, until he 
is heated by altercation, and hurried in · 
to more effetual meaſures for his advan · 
page. If fuch benefits accrue to thoſe 
have no real merit to depend upon; 
ſurely our hero could not but reap ſame- 
thing extraordinary from the debates to 
which he now gave riſe; as by the mi- 
raculous cure he had effected, all his pa- 
tient's friends, all the enemies of her 
huſband, all thoſe who envied his other 
adverſary, were intereſted in his behalf, 
excluſive of ſuch admixers as ſurprize 
and curioſity might engage in his caule, 
Thus wafted upon the wings of ap- 
plauſe, his fame ſoon diffuſed itſelf into 
all the corners of this great capital: the 
newſpapers teemed with his praiſe z and 
in order to keep up the attention of the 
ublick, his emiſſaries, male and female, 
arated into different coffer · houſes, 


companies, and clubs, where they did 


not fail to comment upon theſe articles 
of intelligence. Such a favourable inci- 
dent is of itſelf ſufficient to float the 
bark of a man's fortune: he was, in a 
few days, called to another lady, labour- 
ing under the ſame diforder he had ſo 
ſucceſsfully diſpelled; and the thought 
berſelf benefitted by his advice, His 
acquaintance naturally extended itſelf 
among the viſitants and allies of his pa- 
tients ; he was recommended from fa- 
mily to family ; the fees began to mul- 
tiply; a variety of footmen appeared 
every day at his door; he diſcontinued 
his ſham circuit; and, looking upon the 
preſent conjucture as that tide in his af- 
fairs, which (accor ling to Shakeſpeare) 
when taken at the full, leads on to for- 
tune, he reſolved, that the opportunity 
ſhould not be lolt, and applied himſelf 
with ſuch aſſiduity to his practice, that, 
in all likelihood, he would have carried 
the palm from all his cotemporaries, had 
not he ſplit upon the ſame rock which 
had ſhipwrecked his hopes before. 

We have formerly deſcanted upon 
that venereal appetite which glowed in 
the conſtitution of our adventurer, and 
which all his philoſophy and caution 
could hardly keep withia bounds: the 
reader, therefore, will not be much ſur- 
Een to learn, that in the exerciſe of 

is profeſſion. he contracted an intimacy 
with a clergyman's wife, whom he at- 
tended as a phyſician, and whoſe con- 
Jugal virtue he ſubdued by a long and 
diligent exertion of his delufive arts, 
while her mind was enervated by fick- 
neſs, and her huſband abroad upon his 
neceſſary occalions. This unhappy pa- 
tient, who was a woman of an agreea- 
ble perſon and lively converſation, fell 
a ſacrifice to her own ſecurity and ſelf- 
conceit: her want of health had con- 
fined her to a ſedentary life, and her 
imagination being active and reltleſs, ſhe 
had [pent tho:e hours in reading which 
other young women devote to company 
and diverſion ; but, as her ſtudies were 
not ſuperintended by any perſon of taſte, 
ſhe had indulged her own fancy without 
method or propriety. The Spectator 
taught her to be a critick and philoſo- 
pher; from plays ſhe learned poetry. and 
wit; and derived her knowledge of life 
from books of hiſtory and adventures. 
Fraught with theſe acquiſitions, and 
furniſhed by Nature with uncommon 
vivacity, ſhe deſpiſed her own ſex, and 
courted the ſociety of men, among whom 
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the thought her talents might be more 
honourably diſplayed ; fully confident 
of her own virtue and ſagacity, which 
jag her to fet all their arts at de- 


ce. 

Thus qualified, ſhe, in an evil hour, 
had recourſe to the advice of our ad- 
venturer, for ſome ailment under which 
ſhe had long laboured ; and found ſuch 


relief from his (kill, as very much pre- 


22 her in his favour: ſhe was no 
$ pleaſed with his obliging manners, 
than with his phyſick ; and found much 
entertainment in his converſation, ſo that 
the acquaintance proceeded to a degree 
of intimacy ; during which, he perceiv- 
ed her weak fide, — being enamoured of 
der perſon, flattered her out of all her 
caution. The privilege of his character 
forniſhed him with opportunities to lay 
ſnares for her virtue, and taking advan- 
tage of that lifleſſneſs, languor, and 
indolence of the ſpirits, by which all 
the vigilance of the ſoul is relaxed, he, 
after a long courſe of attention and per- 
ſeverance, found means to make Er- 
wreck of her peace. 

Though he maſtered her chaſtity, he 
could not quiet her conſcience, which 
ineeſſantly upbraided her with breach of 
the m e · vow; nor did her undoer 
eſcape without a ſhare of the reproaches 


ſuggeſted by her penitence and remorſe. 
internal anxiety co-operating with 
her diſeaſe, and perhaps with the medi- 


eines he preſcribed, reduced her to the 


brink of the grave; when her huſband 
returned from a 1 kingdom, 
in conſequence of her earneſt requeſt, 
joined to the information of her friends, 
who had written to him an account of 
the extremity in which ſhe was, The 

man was afflicted beyond meaſure, 
when he ſaw himſelf upon the verge of 
Joſing a wife whom he had always ten- 
derly loyed; but what were his emotions, 
when ſhe, taking the firſt opportunity 
of his being alone with her, accoſted 
him to this effect. I am now haſten- 
ing towards that diſſolution, from 
which no mortal is exempted; and 
though the proſpect of futurity is al- 
together clouded and uncertain, my 
conſcience will not allow me to plunge 
into eternity without unburdening my 
mind, and by an ingenuous confeſſion, 
making all the atonement in my power 
* for the ingratitude I have been guilty 
© of, and the wrongs I have committed 


* againſt a virtuous huſband, who never 


gave me cauſe of complaint. You 
© ſtand amazed at this preamble ; but, 
© alas! how will you be ſhocked when 
© I own that I have betrayed you in 
« your abſence; that I have treſpaſſed a- 
© gainſt God and my marriage-vow, 
and fallen from the pride and confi- 
* dence of virtue to the moſt abje& ſtate 
of vice: yes, I have been unfaithful 
to your bed, having fallen a victim to 
the infernal inſinuations of a villain, 
who took advantage of my weak and 
unguarded moments. Fathom is the 
wretch who hath thus injured your ho- 
nour, and ruined my unſuſpecting in- 
nocence. I have nothing to plead in 
alleviation of my crime but the moſt 
ſincere contrition of heart; and though 
at any other juncture I could not ex- 
pect your forgiveneſs; yet, as I now 
touch the coll of life, I truſt in your 
humanity and benevolence for that 
pardon which will lighten the ſorrows 
of my ſoul, and thoſe prayers which 
I hope will entitle me to favour at the 
Throne of Grace. 

The poor huſband was ſo much over- 
whelmed with grief and confuſion at 
this unexpected addreſs, that he could 
not recollect himſelf till after a pauſe 
of ſeveral minutes; when, uttering a 
hollow groan, Iwill not,” ſaid he, ag - 
* gravate your ſufferings, by reproach- 
ing you with my wrongs; though your 
conduct hath been but an ill return 
for all my tenderneſs and eſteem. I 
© look upon it as a trial of my Chriſtian 
© patience, and bear my misfortune with 
© reſignation : meanwhile, I forgive you 
from my heart, and fervently pray, 
that your repentance may be accepta- 
© ble to the Father of mercy.' So ſaying, 
he approached her bed-fide, and em- 
braced her in token of his ſincerity. 
Whether this generous condeſcenſion 
diffuſed ſuch a compoſure upon her ſpi- 
rits, as tended to the eaſe and refreſh- 
ment of nature, which had been almoſt 
exhauſted by diſeaſe and vexation; cer · 
tain it is, that, from this day, ſhe be- 
gan to ſtruggle with her malady in 
turprizing efforts; and hourly gained 
ground, until her health was pretty well 
re-eſtabliſhed. * ws , 
This recovery was ſo far beyond the 
huſband's en, that he began 
to make very ſerious refleions on the 
event, and even to wiſh he had not _ 
quite ſo precipitate in pardoning the 
backflidings of his wife 1 for, * 
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he could not withold his compaſſion 
from a dying penitent, he did not at all 
reliſn the thoughts of cohabiting, as 
uſual; with a wite, ſelf convicted of the 
violation of the matrimonial contract: 
he therefore conſidered his declaration 
as no more than a proviſional pardon, 
to take place on condition of her imme- 
diate death; and, in a little time, not 
only communicated to her his ſentiments 
on this ſubject, but alſo ſeparated himſelf 
from her company, ſecured the evidence 
of her maid, who had been confidante in 
her amour with Fathom, and immedi- 
ately [et on foot a proſecution againſt our 
adventurer, whoſe behaviour to his 
wife he did not fail to promulgate, with 
all it's aggravating circumſtances. By 
theſe means the doctor's name became 
ſo notorious, that every man was afraid 
of admitting him into his bouſe, and 
every woman aſhamed of ſoliciting his 
advice. 


C. HAP. XIX. 


HIS .ECLIPSE, AND GRADUAL DE- 
CLINATION. 


ISFORTUNES ſeldom come 
ſingle : upon the back of this 
hue and cry, he unluckily preſcribed 
phlebotomy to a gentleman of ſome 
rank, who chanced to expire during the 
operation; and quarelled with his land- 
lord the apothecary, who charged him 
with having forgot the good offices he 
had done him in the beginning of his 
career; and deſired he would provide 
himſelf with another lodging. 

All theſe miſhaps treading upon the 
heels of one another, had a very mor- 
tifying effe& upon his practice. At 
every tea-table, his name was occa- 
ſionally put to the torture, with that of 
the vile creature whom he had ſeduced; 
though it was generally taken for grant- 
ed, by all thoſe female caſuiſts, that 
ſne muſt have made the firſt advances; 
for it could not be ſuppoſed, that any 
man would take much trouble in lay- 
ing ſchemes for the ruin of a perſon 
whoſe attractions were ſo ſlender, eſpe- 
cially conſidering the ill ſtate of her 
health, a circumſtance that ſeldom adds 
to a woman's beauty or good humour 
beſides, ſhe was always a pert minx, 
that affected ſingularity,” and a maſcu- 
line manner of ſpeaking ;, and many of 


them had foreſeen, that ſhe would, ſome 
time or other, bring herſelf into ſuch - 
a premunire. At all goſſipings, where 

the apothecary or his wife aſſiſted, Fa- 

thom's pride, ingratitude, and mal- 

practice, were canvaſſed; in all clubs of 
married men, he was mentioned with 
marks of abhorrence and deteſtation 
and every medical - coffee-houſe rung 
with his reproach. Inſtances of his ig- 
norance and preſumption. were quoted, 
and many particulars feigned for the 
purpoſe of defamation; ſo that our hero 
was exactly in the ſituation of a horſe- 
man, who, in riding at full ſpeed for 
the plate, is thrown from the laddle in 
the middle of the race, and left without 
ſenſe or motion upon the plain. His 
progreſs, though rapid, had been ſo 
ſhort, that he could not be ſuppoſed te 
have laid up ſtore againſt ſuch a day of 
trouble; and as he itill cheriſhed ho 

of ſurmounting thoſe obſtacles which 
had ſo ſuddenly ſtarted up in his way, 
he would not reſign his equipage, nor 
retrench his expences; but appeared, as 
uſual, in all publick places, with that 
ſerenity and confidence of feature which 
he had never depoſited z and maintained 
his external pomp, upon the little be 
had reſerved in the days of his proſpe- 
rity, and the credit he had acquired by 
the punctuality of his former payments. 

Both theſe funds, however, failed in a 
very little time: his law- ſuit was a 
gulph that ſwallowed up all bis ready 
money; and the gleanings of his prac- 
tice were ſcarce {ufficient to anſwer his 
pocket expences, which now increaſed 
in proportion to the decreaſe of buſi - 
neſs; for as he had more idle time, and 
was leſs admitted into private families, 
ſo he thought he had more occaſion to 
enlarge his acquaintance among his own 

ſex, who alone were able to ſupport him 

in his diſgrace with the other. He ac- 

cordingly liſted himſelf in ſeveral clubs, 

and endeavoured to monopolize the ve- 

nereal branch of trade: though this 

was but an indifferent reſource ; for al- 

moſt all his patients of this claſs were 

ſuch as either could not or would nut 

properly recompence the phyſician. 

For ſome time, he lingered in this 
ſituation, without going upwards or 
downwards, floating like awilp of ſtraw, 
at the turning of the tide, until he could 
no longer amuſe the perſon of whom he 
had hired his — or poſtpone 
the other demands, Which multiplied 


upon 
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wpon him every day. Then was his 
chariot overturned with a hideous craſh, 
and his face ſo much wounded with the 
ſhivers of the glaſs, which went to 
pieces in the fall, that he appeared m 
the coffee-houſe with half a dozen black 
patches his countenance, gave a 
moſt — detail of the riſk he 
had run, and declared, that he did not 
believe be ſhould ever hazard himſelf 
again in any fort of wheel carriage. 
+ Soon — this accident, he took an 
—— of telling his friends, in 
fame publick place, that he had 
turned away his footman, on account 
of his drunkenneſs, and was reſol ved, 
for the future, to keep none but maids 
in his ſervice, becau _ men _— 
are generally impudent, lazy, uch- 
ed, or — carry after all, nei- 
ther ſo neat, handy, or agreeable, as 
the other ſex. In the rear of this re- 
folution, he ſhifted his ings into a 
private court, being rated ich the 
din of carriages, that diſturb the 1nha- 
bitants whe hve towards the open ſtreet; 
and gave his acquaintance to underſtand, 
that he had a medical work upon the 
anvil, which he could not finiſh with- 
out being indu — _ tran- 
illity. In , ce * put 
= => exteriors of an author; his 
watch, with an horizontal movement 
by Graham, which be had often men- 
tioned, and ſhewn as a very curious 
piece of workmanſhip, began about this 
time to be very much out of order, and 
was committed to the care of a mender, 
who was in no hurry to reſtore it. His 
-wig degenerated into a major; he 
imes appeared without a ſword, 
and was even obſerved in publick with 
a ſecond day's ſhirt; at laſt, his cloaths 
became ruſty, and when he walked about 
the ſtrects, his head turned 2 in a 
furprizing manner, by an involuntary 
motion — his neck, Which he had con- 
tracted by an habit of reconnoitring 
the ground, that he might avoid all 
dangerous or diſagreeable encounters. 


Fathom, finding himſelf deſcending 


the hill of fortune, with an acquired 

vitation, (trove to catch at every 
twig, in order to ſtop. or retard. his de- 
ſcent. He now regretted the oppor- 
tunities he had neglected, of marrying 
one of (tveral-women of moderate for- 
tune, who had made advances to him, 
in the zenith of his — and 
endeavoured, by forcing himſelf into a 
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lower path of life than any he had hi 
therto trod, to keep himſelf afloat, with 
the portion of ſome tradeſman's daugh- 
ter, whom he meant to eſpouſe. While 
he exerted himſelf in this purſuit, he 
„in returning from a- place 

about thirty miles from London, to be- 
come aequainted, in the ftage-coach, 
with a young woman, of a very homely 
appearance, whom, from the driver's in- 
formation, he underſtood to be the niece 
of a country juſtice, and daughter of a 
ſoap=boiler, who had lived and died in 
London, and left her, in her infancy, 
ſole heireſs of his effects, which amount · 
ed to four thouſand pounds, The uncle, 
who was her guardian, had kept her 
ſacred from the knowledge of the world, 
reſolving to effect a match betwixt her 
and his own ſon; and it was with much 
difficulty he had conſented to this jour- 
ney, which ſhe had undertaken as a 
viſit to her own mother, who had mar- 
ried a ſecond huſband in town. | 

Fraught with theſe anecdotes, Fa- 

thom began to put forth his gallantry 
and good humour; and, in a word, 
was admitted by the lady, to the privt- 
lege of an acquaintance, in which ca- 
pany he viſited her during the term of 
reſidence in London ;' and as there 
was no time to be loſt, declared his ho- 
— intentions : he had ſuch a ma- 
nifeſt advantage, in point of perſonal 
— — . —— gen- 
tleman who was deſtined for her huſ- 
band, that ſhe did not diſdain his pro- 
poſals, and before ſhe ſet out for the 
country, he had made ſuch progreſs in 
her heart, that the day was actually 
fixed for their nuptials, on which he 
faithfully promiſed to carry her off in a 
coach and fre. How to raiſe money 
for this expedition, was all the difficulty 
that remained; for, by this time, his 
finances were utterly dried up, and his 
credit altogether exhauſted. Upon a 


very preſſing occaſion, he had formerly 


applied himſelf to a certain weal 
quack, who had relieved his neceſſities 
by lending him a ſmall ſum of money, 
in return having communicated to 
him a ſecret medicine, which he affirm- 
ed to be the moſt admirable ſpecifick 
that ever was invented. The noitrum 
had been uſed, and luckily for him, 
fucceeded-in the trial; fo that the em · 
yrick, in the midſt of his ſatisfaction, 
. to reflect, that this ſame Fathom, 
who pretended to be in poſſeſſion of a 
| great 
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great many remedies, equally efficaci- 
ous, would certainly become a formi- 
dable rival to him, in his buſineſs, 
ſhould he ever be able to extricate him- 
ſelf from his preſent difficulties. 

In conſequence of thele ſuggeſtions, 
he reſolved to keep our adventurer's head 
under water, by maintaining him in 
the moſt abje& dependance; according - 
ly, he had from time 10 time accom- 
modated him with ſmall trifles, which 
barely ſerved to ſupport his exiſtence, 
and even for theſe had taken notes of 
hand, that he might have a ſcourge over 
head, in cafe he ſhould prove inſolent 
or refractory. To this benefactor, Fa- 
thom applied for a reinforcement of 
twenty guineas, which he ſolicited with 
the more confidence, as that ſum would 
certainly enable him to repay all other 
obligations. The quack would advance 
the money upon no other condition, 
than that of knowing the ſcheme, which 
being explained, he complied with Fer- 
dinand's requeſt; but, at the ſame time, 
privately diſpatched an expreſs to the 
young lady's uncle, with a full account 
of the whole conſpiracy; ſo that when 
the doctor arrived at the inn, according 
to appointment, he was received by his 
pa” 2 in perſon, who gave him to un- 
derſtand, that his niece had changed 
her mind, and gone fifty miles farther 
into the country to viſit a relation. This 
was a grievous diſappointment to Fa- 
thom, who really believed his miſtreſs 
had forſaken him through mere levity 
and caprice, and was not undeceived 
till ſeveral months after her marriage 
with her couſin, when, at an actiden- 
tal meeting in London, ſhe explained 
the ſtory of the ſecret intelligence, and 
excuſed her marriage, as the effe& of 
rigorous uſage and compulſion. 

Had our hero been really enamoured 
of her perſon, he might have probably 
aecompliſhed his wiſhes, notwithſtand- 
ing the steps ſhe had taken: but this 
was not the caſe; his paſſion was of a 


different nature, and the object of it ef- 


ſectually without his reach. With re- 
gard to his appetite for women, as it was 
an infirmity of his conſtitution, which 
he could not overcome, and as he was 
in no condition to gratify it at a great 
expence, he had of late choſen a houſe- 
keeper from the hundreds of Drury, and 
to avoid ſcandal, allowed her to aſſume 
his name. As to the intimation which 
had been ſent to the country juſtice, he 


immediately imputed it to the true au- 
thor, whom he marked for his ven- 
geance accordingly; but, in the mean 
time, ſuppreſſed his reſentment, becauſe” 
he in ſome meaſure depended upon him 
for ſubſiſtence. On the other hand, the 
quack, dreading the forwardneſs and 
plauſibility of our hero, which might, 
one time or other, render him indepen- 
dant, put a ſtop to thoſe ſupplies, on 
pretence of finding them inconvenient z 
but, out of his friendſhip and good- 
will to Fathom, undertook. to procure 
for him ſuch letters of recommendation, 
as would infallibly make his fortune in 
the Weſt-Indies, and even to fit him 
out in a genteel manner for the voyage. 
Ferdinand perceived his drift, and 
thanked him for his generous offer, 
which he would not fail to conſider with 
all due deliberation; though he was 
determined againſt the propoſal, but 
obliged to temporize, that he might not 
incur the diſpleaſure of this man, at 
whoſe mercy he lay. Meanwhile the 
proſecution againſt him, in Doctors 
Commons, drew near a period, and the 
lawyers were clamorous for money, 
without which he foreſaw he ſhould loſe 
the advantage which his cauſe had late- 
ly acquired by the death of his anta- 
—_ chief evidence : he, therefore; 
eeing every other channel ſhut up, be- 
gan to doubt, whether the riſk of being 
apprehended or ſlain in the character of 
a 1 was not over- balanced 
by the proſpect of being acquitted of 4 
charge which had ruined his reputation 
and fortune, and actually entertained 
thoughts of taking the air on Hounſlow 
Heath, when he was diverted from this 
expedient by a very ſingular adventure; 


CH. A AA. 


AFTER DIVERS UNSUCCESSFUL 
EFFORTS, HE HAS RECOURSE: 
TO THE MATRIMONIAL NOOSE. 


HANCING to meet with one 
of his acquaintance at a certain 
coffee-houſe, the diſcourſe turned upon 
the characters of mankind, when; among 
other oddities, his friend brought upon 
the carpet a certain old-gentlewoman of 


- ſuch a rapacious diſpoſition, that, like a 


jackdaw, ſhe never beheld any metalline 

ſubſtance without an inclination, and 

even an effort, to 3 it for her @wn _ 
| an 


164 


andcontemplation: nor was this infirmity 
originally produced from indigence, in- 
aſmuch as her circumſtances had been 
always affluent, and the was now poſ- 
ſeſſed of a conſiderable ſum of money 
in the funds; notwithſtanding which, 
the avarice of her nature tempted her to 
let lodgings, though few people could 
live under the fame roof with ſuch an 
original; who, rather than be idle, had 
often filched pieces of her own plate, 


and charged her ſervants with the, theft, 


or hinted ſuſpicion of her lodgers. Fa- 
thom, ſtruck with the deſcription, ſoon 
perceived how this woman's diſeaſe 
—_ be converted to his advantage; 
and after having obtained ſufficient in- 
telligence, on pretence of ſatisfying his 
curioſity, he viſited the widow, in eon- 
ſequence of a biil at her door, and ac- 
tually hired an apartment in her houte, 
re hs he forthwith repaired with his 
inamorata. It was not long betore he 
8 that his landlady's character 
ad not been miſrepreſented; he fed her 
diſtemper with divers inconſiderable 
trinkets, ſuch as copper medals, cork- 
ſcrews, odd buckles, and a paultry 
ſeal ſet in filver, which were, at diffe- 
rent times, laid as baits for her infir- 
mity, and always conveyed away with 
remarkable eagerneſs, which he and his 
dulcinea took pleaſure in obſerving from 
an unſuſpected lace. Thus confirmed 
in his opinion, he at length took an op- 
unity of expoling a metal watch that 
— to his miſtreis, and ſaw it 
ſeized, with great ſatisfaction, in the 
abſence of his help-mate, who had gone 
abroad on purpole, According to in- 
ſtruction, ſhe toon returned, and began 
to raiſe a terrible clamour about the loſs 
of her watch; upon which ſhe was 
condoled by her landlady, who ſeemed 
to doubt the integrity of the maid, and 
even propoled that Mrs. Fathom ſhould 
apply to ſome juſtice of the peace, for 
a warrant to ſearch the ſervant's trunk. 
The lady thanked her for the good ad- 
vice, in compliance with which, ſhe had 
immediate recourſe to a magiſtrate, who 
granted a ſearch-warrant, not againſt 
the mail, but the miitreſs; and ſhe, in 
a luttle time, returned with the conſtable 
at her back. 

Theſe precautions being taken, Doc- 
tor Fathom deſired a private conference 
with the old gentlewoman; in which 
he gave her to underſtand, that he had 
undoubted proots of her having ſecreted, 
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not only the watch, but alſo ſeveral 
other odd things of leſs conſequence, 
which he had loſt ſince his reſidence in 
her houſe: he then ſhewed the warrant 
he had obtained againſt her, and aſked, 
if ſhe had any thing to offer, why the 
conſtable ſhould not do his m_ In- 
expreſſible were the anguiſh and confu- 
ſion of the defendant, when the found 
herſelf thus entrapped, and reflected, 
that ſhe was on the point of being de- 
tected of felony; for ſhe at once con- 
cluded that the ſnare was laid for her, 
and knew that the officer of juſtice 
would certainly find the unlucky watch 
in one of the drawers of her ſcritore. 

Tortured with theſe ſuggeſtions, a- 
fraid of publick diſgrace, and dreading 
the conſequence of legal conviction, ſhe 
fell on her knees before the injured Fa- 
thom ; and, after having imputed her 
crime to the temptations of neceſſity, im- 
plored his compaſſion, promiſed to re- 
ſtore the watch, and every thing ſhe 
had taken, and begged he wopld diſmifs 
the conſtable, that her reputation might 
not ſuffer in the eye of the world. 

Ferdinand, with a ſ-verity of coun- 
tenance purpoſely aſſumed, obſerved, 
that were ſhe really indigent, he had 
charity enough to forgive what ſhe had 
done; but, as he knew her circum- 
ſtances were opulent, he looked upon 
this excuſe as an aggravation of her 
guilt, which was certainly the effect of 
a vicious inclination ; and he was there- 
fore determined to proſecute her with the 
utmoſt ſeverity of the law, as an ex- 
ample and terror to others, who might 
be infected with the ſame evil diſpo- 
ſition. Finding him deaf to all. her 
tears and intreaties, ſhe changed the 
note, and offered him one hundred gui- 
neas if he would compromiſe the affair, 
and drop the proſecution, ſo as that her 
character ſhould ſuſtain no damage: af - 
ter much argumentation, he conſented 
to accept of double the ſum, which be- 
ing inttantly paid in Eaft-India bonds, 
Doctor Fathom told the conftable, that 
the watch was found; and for once her 
reputation was patched up. This fea- 
ſonable ſupply enabled our hero to ſtand 
trial with his adverſary, who was non- 
ſuited, and alſo to mend his external 
appearance, which of late had not been 
extremely magnificent. 

Soon after this gleam of good fortune, 
a tradetman, to whom he was conſi- 
derably indebted, ſeeing no * 
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bable means to recover his money, in- 


troduced Fathom to the acquaintance of 


a young widow who lodged at his houſe, 


and was ſaid to be in poſſeſſion of a 
conſiderable fortune. Conſidering the 
ſteps that were taking, it would have 
been almoſt impoſſible for him to miſ- 
carry in his addreſſes: the lady had been 
bred in the country, was unacquainted 
with the world, and of a very ſanguine 
diſpoſition, which her ſhort trial of ma- 
trimony had not ſerved to cool. Our 
adventurer was inſtructed to call at the 
tradeſman's houſe, as if by accident, at 
an appointed time, when the widow 
was drinking tea with her landlady : 
on theſe occations he always behaved to 
admiration. She liked his perſon, and 
praiſed his politeneſs, good humour, and 
good ſenſe ; his confederates extolled 
him as a prodigy of learning, taſte, and 
good nature; they likewiſe repreſented 
um as a perſon on the eve of eclipſing 
all his competitors in phyſick ; an ac- 
quaintance and intimacy ſoon enſued, 
nor was he reſtricted in point of oppor- 
tunity. In a word, he ſucceeded in 
his endeavours; and one evening, on 
2 of attending ber to the play, 
e accompanied her to the Fleet, where 
4 married, in preſence of the 
tradeſman and his wife, who were of 
the party. 

This grand affair being accompliſhed 
to his ſatis faction, he next day viſited 
her brother, who was a counſeilor of the 
Temple, to make him acquainted with 
the ſtep his ſiſter had taken; and though 
the lawyer was not a little mortified, to 
find ſhe had made ſuch a clandeſtine 
match, he behaved civilly to his new 
brother-in-law, and gave him to un- 
derſtand, that his wife's fortune con- 
ſiſted of a jointure of one hundred and 
fifiy pounds a year, and fifteen hundred 
pounds bequeathed to her during her 
widowhood, by her own father, who 
had taken the precaution of ſettling it 
in the hands of. truſtees, in ſuch a man- 
ner as that any huſband ſhe might after- 
wards eſpouſe ſhould be reſtricted from 
encroaching upon the capital, which was 
reſerved for the benefit of her heirs. 
This intimation was far from being 
agreeable to our hero, who had been 
informed, that this ſum was abſolutely 
at the lady's diſpoſal, and had actually 
deſtined the greateſt part of it for the 
payment of his debts, for detraying the 


expence of furniſhing an elegant houſe, 
and ſetting up a new equipage. 

Notwithſtanding this diſappointment, 
he reſolved to carry on his plan, upon 
the credit of his marriage, which was 
publiſhed in a very pompous article of 
the newſpapers; a chariot was beſpoke, 
a ready-furniſhed houſe immediately 
taken, and Doctor Fathom began to 
re- appear in all his former ſplendor. 

His good friend the empirick, alarmed 
at this event, which not only raiſed our 
adventurer into the ſphere af a danger- 
ous rival, but alſo turnithed him with 
means to revenge the ill office he had 
ſuſtained at his hands, on the adventure 
of the former match ; for, by this time, 
Fathom had given him ſome hints, im- 
porting, that he was not ignorant of his 
treacherous behaviour: rouzed, I ſay, 
by theſe conſiderations, he employed 
one of his emiſſaries, who had ſome 
knowledge of Fathom's brother-in-law, 
to prejudice him againſt our adventurer ; 
whom he repreſented as a needy ſharper, 
not only overwhelmed with debt and 
diſgrace, but likewiſe previouſly mar- 
ried to a poor woman, who was pre- 
vented by nothing but want from ſeek- 
ing redreſs at law. To confirm theſe 
— he gave him a detail of Fa- 
thom's incumbrances, which he had 
learned for the purpoſe, and even brought 
the counſellor in company with the per- 
ſon who had lived with our hero before 
marriage, and who was ſo much incenſed 
at her abrupt diſmiſſion, that ſhe did 
not ſcruple to corroborate theſe allega- 
tions of the informer. 

The lawyer, ſtartled at this intelli- 
gence, ſet on foot a minute enquiry into 
the life and converſation of the doctor, 
which turned out fo little to the advan- 
tage of his character and circumſtances, 
that he reſolved, if poſſible, to diſunite 
him from his family; and, as a previous 
ſtep, repeated to his titter all that he had 
heard to the prejudice of her huſband, 
not forgetting to produce the evidence of 
his miſtreſs, who laid claim to him by 
a prior title, which, ſhe pretended, could 
be proved by the teſtimony of the cler · 
gyman who joined them. Such an ex- 
planation could got fail to inflame the 
reſentment of the injured wife; who, at 
the very firſt opportunity, giving a looſe 
to the 4 of her temper, up- 


brajded our hero with the moſt bitter 
igveQtives for his perhdious dealing: : 
2 
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Ferdinand, conſcious of his own in- 
nocence, which he had not always to 


d, far from attempting to ſoothe her 


- indignation, aſſumed the authority and 
tive of a huſband, and ſharply 

reprehended her for her credulity and 
indecent warmth. This rebuke, inſtead 
of ſilencing, gave new ſpirit and volu- 
bility to her reproaches, in the courſe of 
which, the plainly taxed him with want 
| of honeſty and affection, and ſaid, that 
though his pretence was love, his aim 
was no other than a baſe deſign upon 
her fortunt. 
- Fathom, ſtung with theſe accuſations, 
which he really did not deſerve, replied 
with uncommon heat, and charged her, 
in his turn, with want of ſincerity and 
candour, in the falſe account ſhe had 
given of that ſame fortune, before mar- 
riage z he even magnified his own con- 
deicenſon, in ſurrendering his liberty to 
a woman, who had fo little to recom- 
mend her to the addrefles of the other 
Tex; a refleGion which provoked this 
mild creature to ſuch a degree of ani- 
moſity, that, forgetting her duty and 
allegiance, ſhe lent him a box on the 
ear, with ſuch energy as made his eyes 
water; and he, for the honour of his 
manhood and ſovereignty, having waſh- 
ed her face with a dith of tea, withdrew 
abruptly ta a coffee houſe in the neigh- 
bourhood, where he had not long re- 
mained, when his paſſion ſubſided, and 
he then ſaw the expediency of an im- 
mediate reconciliation, which he reſolved 
to purchaſe even at the expence of a 
ſubmiſſion. | 

It was pity that ſuch a ſalutary reſo- 
lution had not been ſooner taken ; tor, 
when he returned to his own houſe, he 
underſtood that Mrs. F2thom had gone 
abroad in a hackney-coach;z and, upon 
examining her apartment, in lieu of = 
cloaths and trinkets, which ſhe had re- 
moved with admirable dexterity and dil- 
patch, he found this billet in one of the 
drawers of her bureau. 


< $18, 
N BEING convinced that you are a 


cheat and an impoſtor, I have 


* withdrawn myſelf from your cruelty 
* and machinations, with a view to ſo- 
© ljcit the proteFtion of the law; and I 
doubt not but I ſhall ſoon be able to 
prove, that you have no juſt title to, 


FERDINAND COUNT FATHOM. 
© or demand upon, the perſon or effects 


© of the unfortunate 
© SARAH MupDY.” 


The time had been when Mr. Fathom 
would have allowed Mrs. Muddy to 
refine at her leiſure, and bleſſed God 
for his happy deliverance; but at pre- 
ſent the caſe was quite altered. Smart- 
ing as he was, from the expence of law- 
ſuits, he dreaded a ſecution for bi- 
gamy, which (though he had juſtice on 
his fide) he knew he could not of him- 
ſelf ſupport; beſides, all his other 
ſchemes of life were fruſtrated by this 
unlucky elopement : he therefore ſpeedi- 
ly determined to anticipate, as much as 
in him lay, the malice of his enemies, 
and to obtain, without delay, authen- 
tick documents of his marriage. With 
this view he haſtened to the houſe of the 
tradeſman; who, with his wife, had 
been witneſs to the ceremony and con- 
ſummation; and, in order to intereſt 
them the more warmly in his cauſe, 
made a pathetick recital of this unhapp' 
breach, in which he had ſuffered ſuc 
injury and infult ; but all his rhetorick 
would not avail z Mrs. Muddy had been 
before hand with him, and had proved 
the beiter orator of the twoz for ſhe 
had aſſailed this honeſt couple with ſuch 
tropes and figures of eloquence, as were 
altogether irreſiſtible. Nevertheleſs, they 
heard our hero to an end, with great 
patience: then the wife, wha was the 
common mouth upon all ſuch occaſions, 
contracting her features into a very 
formal djipoſition, * I'll affure vou,“ 
{aid ſne, Doctor Fathom, my huſband 
and. I have been in a very great ter- 
rification and numbpluſh, to hear ſuch 
bad things of a perion, whom, 4s one 
may lay, we thought a worthy gen- 
tleman, and were ready to ſerve at all 
times, by day and by night, as the 
ſaying is; and beſides, for all that, 
you know, and God knows, as we 
are duſtrious people, and work hard 
for what we get, and we have ſerved 
gentlemen to our own harm, whereby 
wy huſband was laſt Tueſday ſerved 
with a ſiſerary, being that he was bound 
for'an officer that ran awav; and [ 
* faid to my huſband, 4 Timothy,” 
* ſays I, ** "tis a very hard thing for 
„ one to ruin one's ſelf for ſtranger 
«© people, There's Doctor Fathom,” 
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% and forty pounds ſeven ſhillings and 
* four-pence halfpenny; and you 
know, doctor, that was before your 


© Jait bill began: hut, howſomever, 


little did I think, as how agentleman 
* of your learning, would go to deceive 
a poor gentlewoman, when you had 
another wife alive.” 

In vain did our adventurer endea- 


your to vindicate himſelf from this aſ- 


perſon ; the good woman, like a great 
many modern dilputants, proceeded 


with her declamation, without ſeeming 


to hear what was ſaid on the other fide 
of the queſtion; and the huſband was 
altogether neutral. At length, Ferdi- 
nand finding all his proteſtations in- 
effectual, Well, ſaid he, though 


© you are reſolved, I ſee, to diſcredit 


all that I can ſay in oppoſition to that 
* ſcandalous ſlander, of which I can 
* eaſily acquit myſelf in a court of juſ- 
# tice, ſurely you will not refuſe to grant 
* me a certificate, ſignifying, that you 
« were preſent at the ceremony of my 
* marriage with this unhappy woman.” 


— You ſhall excuſe us, replied the 


female orator; © people cannot be too 


.+ wary in ſigning their names, in this 


s wicked world; many a one has been 
* brought to ruination by ſigning his 
name, and my huſband ſhall not, with 
my good-will, draw himſelf into ſuch 
a primminecry. . 

Fathom, alarmed at this refuſal, ear - 
neſtly argued againſt the inhumanity 
and injuſtice of it, appealing to their 
own conſciences for the reaſonableneſs 
of his propoſal ; but, from the evaſive 
-anſwers of the wife, he had reafon to 
believe, that, long before the time of 


-trial, they would take care to have for- 


tten the whole tranſaction. 


Though he was equally confounded 


and incenſed at this inſtance of their 
perfidy, he durſt not manifelt his indig- 
nation, ' conſcious of the advantage they 
had over him in divers reſpects; but re- 

aired, without loſs of time, to the lodg- 
ing of the clergyman who had nooſed 
him, reſolved to conſult his regilier, and 


ſecure his evidence. Here, too, his evil 
genius had got the ſtart of him; for the 


worthy eccleſiaſtick not only could not 
recolle& his features, or find his name 
in the regiſter, but when importuned by 
his preſſing remonſtrances, took um- 
brage at the freedom of his behaviour, 
and threatened, if he would not imme - 
A art ge *o A .&- © % -Þ 
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£ ſays I, © his account comes to nine 


diately take himſelf away, to raiſe the 
poſſẽ of the Fleet, for the ſafety of his 
own perſon. 
Rather than put the paſtor to the 
trouble of alarming his flock, he re. 
treated with a heavy heart, and went in 
queſt of his miltreſs; whom he had diſ- 
miſſed at his marriage, in hopes of ef- 
fecting a reconciliation, and preventin 
her from joining in the conſpiracy agai 
him; but, alas! he met with ſuch a re- 
ception as he had reaſon to expect from 
a ſlighted woman, who had never felt 
any real attachment for his perſon. She 
did not upbraid him with his cruelty in 
leaving her as a miſtreſs; but, with a 
ſpecies of effrontery, never enough to be 
admired, reproached him with his vil- 
lainy, in abandoning her who was his 
true and lawful wife, to go and ruin a 
pour gentlewoman, by whoſe fortune he 
d been allured. | 
When he attempted to expoſtulate 
with this virago, upon the barbarity of 
this aſſertion, ne very prudently declin- 
ed engaging in private converſation with 
ſuch an artful and wicked man, and 
calling up the people of the houſe, in- 
ſited upon his being conducted to the 


door. 


CHAP. XXL 


IN WHICH HIS FORTUNE 15 EFFEC+= 
TUALLY STRANGLED. 


HE laſt reſource, and that upon 
which he leaſt depended, was the 
advice and aſſiſtance of his old friend the 
empirick, with whom till he maintained 
a ſlight correſpondence; and to whole 
houſe he ſteered his courſe, in great per- 
plexity and tridulation. That gentle 
man, inſtead of conſoling him with af- 
ſurances of friendſhip and p-oteRion, 
faithfully recapitulated all the inſtances 
of his indiſcretion and miſconduct, tax- 
ed him with want of ſincerity in the 
Weſt India affair, as well as with want 
of honeſty in his laſt marriage, while 
his former wife was alive; and finally, 
reminded him of his notes, which he 
delired might be immediately taken up, 
as he (the quack) had preſent occaſion 

for a ſum of money. | 
Ferdinand ſeeing it would be imprac- 
ticable to derive any ſuccour from. this 
quarter, ſneaked homewards, in order 
to hold a conſultation with his own 
Do ET TTY thoughts; 
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thoughts; and the firſt object that pre · 
ſented itſelf to his eyes, when he enter - 
ed his apartment, was a letter from the 
tradeſman, with his account incloſed, 
amounting to fifty - five pounds, which 
the writer deſired might be paid without 
delay. Before he had time to peruſe 
the articles, he received x ſummons, in 
conſequence of a bill of indictment for 
bigamy, found againſt him in Hicks's 
Hall, by Sarah Muddy, widow ; and 
while he was revolving meaſures to av.rt 
theſe ſtorms, another billet arrived from 
a certain attorney, giving him to under- 
ſtand, that he had orders from Doctor 
Buffalo, the quack, to ſue him for the 
payment of feveral notes, unleſs he 
would take them up in three days from 
the date of this letier. . 
Such a concurrence of ſiniſter event 

made a deep impreſſion upon the mind 
of our adventurer : all his fortitude was 
anſutficient to bear him up againſt this 
torrent of mis ſoi tunes; his reſources 
were all dried up, his invention failed, 
and his reflection began to take a new 
turn. To what purpoſe," ſaid he to 
himſeif, © have I deſerted the paths of 
integrity and truth, and exhauſted a 
«* fruitful imagination in contriving 
« ſchemes to betray my fellow-crea- 
« tures; if, inſtead of acquiring a 
£ did fortune, which was my aim, 
I have ſuffered ſuch a ſeries of morti- 
« fications, and at laſt brought myſelf 
© to the brink of ivevitable deſtruction ? 
© By a virtuous exertion of thoſe talents 
inherit from nature and education, 
© L might, long before this time, have 
rendered myſelf independent, and per- 
* haps conſpicuous in life; I might have 
« grown up like a young oak, which 
C — firmly rooted in it's kindred ſoil, 
gradually raiſes up it's lofty head, ex- 
« pands it's leafy arms, projects a no- 
« ble ſhade, and towers the glory of the 
J plain; I ſhould have paid the debt of 
© gratitude to my benefactors, and made 
© their Acarts ſing with joy for the hap- 
c effects of their benevoler:ce; I 
C Mould have been a bulwark to my 
friends, a ſhelter to my neighbours in 
« diftreſs; I ſhould have run the race 
* of honour, ſeen my fame diffuſed like 
« a ſweet-ſmelling odour, and felt the 
« ineffable pleaſure of doing good: 
« whereas, en after a viciſſitude of 
* diſappointments, dangers, and fa- 
© tigues, reduced to milery and ſhame, 
« aggravated by a conſcience loaded 
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© with treachery and guilt. I have a- 
© buled the confidence and generoſity of 
my patron; I have defrauded his fa- 
* mily under the maſk of ſincerity and 
© attachment; I have taken the moſt 
* crutl and baſe advantages of virtue in 
* diſtreſs; I have ſeduced unſuſpecting 
* innocence to ruin and deſpair ; I have 
* violated the moſt ſacred truſt repoſed 
in me by my friend and benefactor; I 
© have betrayed his love, torn his noble 
© heart aſunder, by means of the molt 
per ſidious flander and falſe inſinua- 
tions; and finally, brought to an un- 
* timely grave the faireſt pattern of hu- 
* man beauty and perfection! Shall 
* the author of theſe crimes paſs with 
* impunity? Shall he hope to proſper in 
the midit of ſuch enormous guilt? It 
© were an imputation upon Providence 
* -to ſuppoſe it. Ah, no! I begin to 
© feel myſelf overtaken by the eternal 
« juſtice of Heaven! I totter on the 
edge of wretchednels and woe, with - 
out one friendly hand to ſave me fron 
© the terrible abyſs l | 

Theſe teflections, which, perhaps, the 
miſery of his fellow · creatures would ne- 
ver have inſpired, had he himſelf re- 
mained without the verge of misfortune, 
were now produced from the ſenſation 
of his own calamities; and, for the firſt 
time, his cheeks were bedewed with 
the drops of penitence and ſorrow, *Con- 
* traries,” ſaith Plato, are productive of 
each other. Reformation is oftentimes 
generated from unſucceſsful vice; and 
our adventurer was, at this junctore, 
very well diſpaſed to turn over a new 
leaf, in conſequence of thoſe ſalutary 
ſuggeſtions, though he was far from be- 
ing cured beyond the poſſibility of a re- 
lapſe: on the contrary, all the faculties 
of his ſou] were ſv well-adapted, and 
had been ſa long-habituated to deceit, 
that in order to extricate himſelf from 
the evils that environed him, he would 
not, in all probability, have ſcrupled 
to practiſe it upon his own father, had 
a convenient opportunity occurred. 

Be that as it may, he certainly, after 
a tedious and fruitleſs exerciſe of his in- 
vention, reſolved to effect a clandeſtine 
retreat from that conſederacy of enemies 
which he could not withſtand, and once 
more join his fortune to that of Renaldo, 
whom he propoſed to ſerve for the future 
with fidelity and affection, thereby en- 
deavouring -to atone for the treachery 


of his former conduct. Thus * 


9 


1114 3 OA. A ag9s:- A600 


* 


FERDINAND COUNT FATHOM. 


ed, he packed up his neceſſaries in a 
portmanteau, attempted to amuſe his 
creditors with promiſe of ſpeedy pay- 
ment, and venturing to come forth in 
the dark, took a place in the Canterbury 
ſtage-coach, after having converted his 
ſuperfloities into ready-money. Theſe 
ſteps were not taken with ſuch privacy as 
to elude the vigilance of his adverſaries ; 
for although he had been cautious enough 
to tranſport himſelf and his baggage to 
the inn, on Sunday evening, and never 
doubted that the vehicle, which ſet out 
at four o'clock on Monday morning, 


would convey him out of the reach of 


his creditors before they could poſſibly 
obtain a writ for ſecuring his perſon : 
they had actually taken ſuch precautions 
as fruſtrated all his fineſſe; and the 
coach being ſtopped in the Borough of 
Southwark, Doctor Fathom was leized 
by virtue of a warrant obtained on a 
criminal indictment, and was forthwith 
conducted to the priſon of the King's 
Bench; yet not before he had, by bis 
pathetick remonſtrances, excited the 
compaſſion, and even drawn tears from 
the eyes of his fellow paſſengers. 

He no ſooner recollected himſelf from 
the ſhock which muſt have been occa- 
ſioned by this ſiniſter incident, than he 
diſpatched a letter to his brother-in-law 
the counſellor, requeſting an immediate 
conference, in which he promiſed to 
make ſuch a propoſal, as would ſave 
him all the expence of a law-ſuit and 
trial, and at the ſame time effeQually 
anſwer all the purpoſes of both. He 
was accordingly favoured with a viſit 
from the lawyer; to whom, after the 
molt ſolemn proteſtations of his own in- 
nocence, he declared, that finding him- 
felf unable to wage war againſt ſuch 
powerful antagoniſts, he had reſolved 
even to Foes his indubitable right, 
and retire into another country, in or- 
der to ſcreen himſelf from perſecution, 
and remove all cauſe of diſquiet from 
the proſecutrix, when he was unfortu - 
nately prevented by.the warrant which 
had been executed againſt him. He ſaid 
he was ſtill willing, for the ſake of his 
liberty, to ſign a formal renunciation of 
his pretenſions to Mrs. Fathom and her 
fortune, provided the deeds could be ex- 
ecuted, and the warrant withdrawn, be- 
fore he ſhould be detained by his other 
creditors ; and laſtly, he conjured the 
barriſter to ſpare himſelf the guilt and 
the charge of {uborning evidence for the 
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deſtruon of an unhappy man, whoſe 
misfortune was his only fault. 

The lawyer felt the force of his ex- 
poſtulations : and though he would by 
no means ſuppoſe him innocent of the 
charge of bigamy ; yet, under the pre- 
text of humanity and commiſeration, 
he undertook to perſuade his ſiſter to ac · 
cept of a proper releaſe, which he ob- 
ſerved would not be binding, if executed 
during the confinement of Fathom ; he 
therefore took his leave in order to pre- 
pare the papers, withdraw the action, 
and take ſuch other meaſures as would 
hinder the priſoner from giving him the 
flip. Next day he returned with an or- 
der to releaſe our hero, who being for- 
mally diſcharged, was conducted by the 
lawyer to a tavern in the neighbourhood, 
where the releaſes were exchanged, and 
every thing concluded with amity and 
concord. This buſineſs being happily 
tranſacted, Fathom ſtepped into a hack - 
ney-coach with his baggage, and was 
followed by a bailiff, who told him, with 
great compoſure, that he was again a 
priſoner at the ſuit of Doctor Buffalo, 
and defired the coachman to re- conduct 
him to the lodging he had ſo lately diſ- 
charged, 

Fathom, whoſe fortitude had been hi · 
tierto of the Pagan temper, was now 
fain to reinforce it with the philoſophy 
of Chriſtian reſignation, though he had 
not as yet arrived to ſuch a pitch of ſelf- 
denial as to forgive the counſellor, to 
whoſe double-dealing he imputed this 
new calamity. After having received 
the compliments of the gaoler on his re- 
commitment, he took pen, ink, and pa- 
per, and compoſed an artful and affe&- 
ing epiſtle to tie empirick, imploring 
his mercy, flattering his weaknets, and 
demonſtrating the bad policy of coop- 
ing up an unhappy man in a gaol, where 
he could never have an opportunity of 
doing juſtice to his creditors; nor did he 
forget to declare his intention of retiring 
into another country, where he might 
have ſome chance of earning a ſubſiſtence, 
which he had ſo long toiled for to no 
purpoſe,in England, This laſt declara- 
tion he made in conſequence of the jea- 
lous diſpoſition of the quack; who, he 
knew, had long looked upon him in the 
odious light of an interloping rival. 
However, he reaped no benefit from this 
ſupplication, which ſerved only to gra- 
ol the pride of Buffalo, who uced 
the extravagant encomiums which Fa- 

tom 
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thom had beſtowed upon him, as ſo 
many teſtimonials of his foe's bearing 
witneſs to his virtue. | 


CHAP. XXII. 


FATHOM BEING SAFELY HOUSED, 
THE READER IS ENTERTAINED 
WITH ARETROSPECT. 


| B now it is high time to leave 
our adventurer to. chew the cud of 
reſſection and remorſe in this ſolitary 
manſion, that we 1nay trace Renaldo in 
the ſeveral ſteps he took to aſſert his 
right, and do juctiee to his wart 
Never man indulged a more melancholy 
train of ideas than that which-accompa- 
nied him in his journey to the Imperial 
court: for, notwithſtanding the mani- 
fold reaſons he ha.l to expect an happy 
iſſue to his aim, his imagination was 
inceſſantly infected with ſomething that 
chilled his nerves, and ſaddened his 
heart; recurring, with quick ſucceſſion, 
like the unwearied wave that beats upon 
the bleak, inhoſpitable Greenland- ſhore. 
This the reader will eaſily ſuppoſe, was 
no other than the remembrance of the 
forlorn Monimia, whoſe image appear- 
ed to his fancy in different attitudes, ac - 
cording to the prevalence of the paſſions 
which raged in his boſom. Sometimes 
he vi her in the light of apoſtacy, 
and then his ſoul was maddened with 
indignation and deſpair : but theſe tran- 
ſtory blaſts were not able to eſface the 
maiprefſions ſhe had formerly made upon 
his heart ; impreſſions which he had ſo 
often and ſo long contemplated with 
inconceivable rapture. Theſe pictures 
ſtill remained, repreſenting her fair as 
the moſt perfect idea of beauty, ſoft and 
tender as an angel of mercy and com- 
paſſion, warmed with every virtue of 
the heart, and adorned with every ac- 
compliſhment of human nature ; yet the 
alarming contraſt came ſtill in the rear 
of this recollection ; ſo that his ſoul was 
by turns agitated by the tempeſts of 
horror, and overwhelmed by the floods 
of grief. 

He recalled the moment on which he 
firſt beheld her with that pleaſing regret 
which attends the memory of a dear de- 
ceaſed friend; then he bitterly curſed it, 
as the ſource of all his misfortunes and 
affliction: he thanked Heaven for hav- 
ing bleſſed him with a friend to detect 
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her perfidy and ingratitude; then ar- 
dently wiſhed he had ſtill continued un - 
der the influence of her deluſion. In a 
word, the lonelineſs of his fituation ag- 
gravated every horror of his reflection; 
for, as he found himſelf without com- 
pany, his imagination was never ſolicit- 
ed, or his attention diverted from theſe 
lubje&ts of woe; and he travelled to 
Bruſſels in a reverie, fraught with ſuch 
torments as muſt have entirely wrecked 
his reaſon, had not Providence inter- 
poſed in his behalf. He was, by his 
poſtilion, conducted to one of the beſt 
inns of the place, where he underſtood 
the cloth was already laid for ſupper, 
and as the ordinary is open to ſtrangers, 
in all theſe houſes of entertainment, he 
introduced himſelf into the company, 
with a view to alleviate, in ſome mea- 
ſure, his ſorrow and chagrin, by the 
converſation of his fellow-guelts : yet 
he was ſo ill- prepared to obtain the re- 
lief which he courted, that he entered 
the apartment, and ſat down to table, 
without diſtinguiſhing either the num- 
ber or countenances of thoſe who were 
preſent ; though he himſelf did not re- 
main ſo unregarded. His mien and de- 
portment produced a prepoſſeſſion in his 
favour ;z and the air of affliction fo re- 
markable in his viſage, did not fail to 
attract their ſympathy and obſervation. 
Among the reit, was an Iriſh officer in 


the Auſtrian ſervicez who, having 5 
& 


Renaldo attentively, Sir, ſaid 
riſing, if my eyes and memory do not 
© deceive me, you are the Count De 
„Melville, with whom I had the ho- 
* nour to ſerve upon the Rhine during 
© the laſt war.” The youth hearing his 
own name mentioned, lifted up his eyes, 
and at once recognizing the * be a 
gentleman who had bꝛen a captain in 
his father's regiment, ran forwards and 
embraced him with great affection. 
This was, in divers reſpects, a for- 
tunate rencounter for young Melville ; 
as the officer was not only perfectly well 
acquainted with the ſituation of the 
count's family, but alſo reſolved, in a 
few days, to ſet out for Vienna, whi- 
ther he promiſed to accompany Renal- 
do, as ſoon as he underſtood his route 
lay the ſame way. Before the day fixed 
for their departure arrived, this gentle- 
man found means to infinuate himſelf 


ſo far into the confidence of the count, 
as to learn the cavſe of that diſtreſs 
which he had obſerved in his features 

| a N 


at their firſt meeting; and being a gen- 
tleman of uncommon vivacity, as well 
as ſincerely attached to the family of 
Melville, to which he had owed his pro- 
motion; he exerted all his good hu- 
mour and good ſenſe, in amuſuig the 


fancy, and reaſoning down the morti- | 


fication, of the aflited Hungarian. He, 
in particular, endeavoured to wean his 
attention trom the loſt Monimia, by en- 
gaging it upon his domeſtick affairs 
and upon the wrongs of his mather and 
ſiſter; who, he gave him to underſtand 
were languiſhing under the tyranny of 
his father-in-law. _ | 
This was a note that effectually rouzed 
him from the lethargy of his ſorrow ; and 
the deſire of taking vengeance on the 
oppreſſor, who had ruined his fortune, 
and made his neareſt relations miſerable, 
ſo entirely engroſſed his thoughts, as to 
leave no room for other conſiderations, 
During their journey to Auſtria, Ma- 
jor. Farrel (that was the name of his 
fellow · traveller) informed him of many 
circumitances touching his father'shouſe, 
to which himſelf was an utter ſtranger. 
* The conduct of your mother, ſaid 
de, in marrying Count Trebaſi, was 
not at all agreeable either to the friends 
of the Count De Melville, or to her 
own relations, who knew her ſecond 
huſband to be a man of a violent tem- 
per, and rapacious diſpoſition, which 
the nature of his education and em- 
ployment had ſerved rather to inflame 
than allay; for you well know he 
was a partizan during the whole courſe 
of the late war. They were, more- 
over, equally ſurprized and chagrined, 
when they found ſhe took no ſtep to 
prevent. his ſeizing upon that inheri- 
tance which of right belonged to you, 
and which, by the laws of Hungary, 
is unalienable from the heir of blood: 
nevertheleſs, they are now fully con- 
vinced, that ſhe hath more than ſuf- 
ficiently atoned for her indiſcretion, 
by the barbarity of her huſband, who 
hath not only ſecluded her from all 
communicatian with her friends and 
acquaintance, but even confined her 
to = welt tower of your father's houſe, 
where ſhe is {aid to be kept clole pri - 
ſoner, and ſubjected to all forts of 
inconvenience and mortification. This 
ſeverity ſhe is believed to have in- 
* gurred, in conſequence of having ex- 
«* poltulated with him vpen his unjuſt 
* bebavigur to you aug. 
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« whom he hath actually thut aß in 
© ſome convent in Vienna, which your 
© relations have not as yet been able to 
« diſcover : but the memory of your 
© noble father is ſo deat to all thoſe who 
were favoured with His friendſhip 
and the ſufferings of the counteſs 4 
Mademoiſelle have raiſed ſuch a ſpirit 
of reſentment againſt her crũel gaoler, 
that nothing is wanted but your pre- 
ſence, to begin the 1 and 
give a ſanction to the meaſures of 
your friends, which will in a little 
time reſtore your family to the fruition 
of it's rights and fortune. For 
own part, niy dear count, I conſider 
myſelf as one wholly indebted to your 
houſe for the rank and expe&ation I 
now enjoy; and my finances, intereſt, 
and perſon, ſuch as they are, I dedi- 
cate to your ſervice.” 
Renaldo was not flow in making his 
acknowledgments to this generous Hi- 
bernian, whom heinformed of his ſcheme, 
recounting to him his uncommon tranſ- 
action with the benevolent ſew, and 
communicating the letters of recom- 
mendation he had received by his means, 
to ſome of the firſt noblemen at the Im- 
perial court. Meanwhile he burned with 
impatience to chaſtiſe Count Trebail, 
for his perfidious conduct to the widow 
and the fatherleſs; and would have takea 
the road to Preſburg, without touching 
at Vienna, in order to call him to x ſe- 
vere account, had not he been frenu- 
ouſly oppoſed by Major Farrel, who 
repreſented - the imprudence of taking 
ſuch a ſtep, before he had ſecured a 
. protection from the conſequences 
with which it might be attended. . 
© It is not, ſaid he, your on life 
© and fortune only which depend upun 
« your behaviour in this emergency. hut 
alſo the quiet aud happineſs of thoſe 
© who are moſt dear to your affe&ion : 
© not alone, but likewiſe your my- 
* ther and ſiſter, would :nfallibly ſuffer 
* by your temerity and ipitation. 
l of all, dale A 
« at court, and let us join our endea- 
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© yours to raiſe an intereſt trong eno 
s. 


a6. 


© to counterbalance that of Tre 


© we ſucceed, there will be no neceſſity 


for having recourſe to perſoaal me- 
4 ſures: he will be compelled to yield 
up your inheritanee which he unjuſtly 
t detains, and to reſtofe your ſiſter to 
© your atms; and if he afrerwargs Ve- 


'* Tolay th eee 


= 
« will rays 


ye it ih your ou to 
E 
« Melville.“ : 
Theſe juſt and falutary repreſenta- 
tions had a due effect upon Renaldo, 
14 _ at the capital of 
i | upon a certain 
prince of 8 to Mal patron- 
ve he was commended; and from whom 
met with a very cordial reception, not 
nly on account of his credentials, but 
alſo for the ſake of his father, who w 
ell known to his highneſs. He heard 
is complaints with t patience an 
Mability, aſſured hill of bs aſſiſtance 
and protection, and even undertook to 
introduce him to the empreſs queen, who 
would * ſuffer "Ty woo 7 * — = 
to oppre „ much leſs diſregar 
2222 an injured young nobleman 
by his own Grvices hnd thoſe of his 
family was peculiarly intitled to her fa- 


Nor was he the only perſon whoſe 
duntehance and patronage Melville ſo- 
— upon this occaſion; he viſited all 
the friends of his father, and all his 
mother's relations, who were eaſily in- 
terefted in his behalf; while Major Far- 
rel contributed all his efforts in 1 ra 
ing the aſſociation. So that a law- 

it was immediately commenced again 
nt Trebaſi; who, on his fide, was not 
fdle, but prepared with incredible in- 
duſtry for the aſſault, reſolving to main- 
tain with his whole power the acquiſi- 

tion he had made. 

„like thoſe of 


- The laws of H 
other countries I could name, af- 
fo many og for 12 ur- 
poſes. of perfidy and fraud, that it is no 
2 8 youth began to complain of 
low eſs of his affair ; eſpecially 
As he glowed with the moſt eager deſue 
of redreffing the grievances of his parent 
and fitter, whoſe ſufferings he did not 
doubt were doubled ſince the inflitution 
of his {s againſt their tormentor. 
i his ſentiments on this head 
wo his friend ; and, as his dppretienſivns 
every momentincreaſed, plainly told him 
the could no longer live without makin 
ſome effort to tee thoſe with whom he 
Vas fo nearly connected in point of 
and ion: he therefore re- 
ved to repair immediately to Preſ- 
: and, according to the intelligence 
he Would procure, eſſay to ſee and con- 


- 


yerle with his mother, though at the 
Tad d he he. * 27 4 1 a gate 
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CHAP. xc. 


RENALDO ARRIDGES THE PROCEFH- 
INGS AT LAW, AND APPROVES 
HIMSELF THE SON OF HIS PFA- 
THER. | | 


N= major finding him determined, 
inſiſted upon attending him in his 
expedition; and they Mt out together 
for Preſburg, where they .privately ar- 
| to keep 
themſelves concealed at the houſe of a 
friend, until they ſhould have formed 
ſome plan for their future operations, 
Here they were informed that 'Count 
Trebaſi's caftle was altogether inacceſſ- 
ble ; that all the ſervants who were ſup- 
poſed” to have the leaſt veneration or 
compaſhon for the counteſs, were diſ- 
miſſed; and that ſince Renaldo was 
known to be in Germany, the vigilance 
and caution of that cruel huſband were 
redoubled to ſuch a d , that no- 
body knew whether his unfortunate lady 
was actually alive or dead. 

Farrel percei * gre exceeding - 
ly affected with this intimation, and 
beiritlg him declare that he would never 
quit Preſburg until he ſhould have en- 
tered the houſe, and removed his doubts 
on that intereſting ſubject; not only ar- 
gued with great vehemence againtt ſuch 
an attempt, as equally dangerous and 
indifeteet, but folemnly ſwore he would 
2 his e by diſcovering his 

lefigh to the family, unleſs he would 
_ to liſten to —— 
| expedient, opoſed 
that he bimſelf N the 
age of .one of the travelling Sa- 
'yoyards who ſtroll about Europe, a- 


mufing ignorant _ with the effects 


of a tn&gick - laut and in that diſ- 
gate eavour to obtain” admittance 
the ſervants of Trebaſi, among 
"whom he might make fuch ifiquiries as 
would deliver Melzille from his preſent 
-unealy ſuſpenſe, * | | 
This propoſal was embraced, though 
reluctantly, by Renaldo, who-was un- 
willing to expoſe his friend to the leaſt 
danger or difgrace ; and the major be- 
„ day provided with the habit 
implements of his new profeſſion, 
together with a ragged attendant who 
preceded him, extorting muſiek from 
A pavltry; wol, approached the eaſtle- 
gate, . 
. rally, 
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rally, in a yell partaking of the ſeream of 
Savoy and the howl of Ireland, that 
one would have imagined he had been 
conductor to Madam Catherina from 
his cradle. So far his ſtratagem ſuc- 
ceeded: he had not long ſtood in wait- 
ing, before he was invited into the 
court-yard, where the ſervants formed 
a ring, and danced to the efforts of his 
companion's {kill ; then he was con- 
duRted into the buttery, where he exhi- 
bited his figures an the wall and his 
princeſs on the floor; and while they 
regaled him in this manner with ſcraps 
and ſour wine, he took occaſion to en- 
quire about the old lady and her daugh- 
ter, before whom, he ſaid, he had per- 
formed in his laſt ination. Though 
this queſtion was aſked with all that air 
of fimplicity which is peculiar to theſe 
people, one of the domeſticks took the 
alarm, being infected with the ſuſpi- 
cions of his maſter, and plainly taxed 
the major with being a ſpy, threatening 
at the ſame time that he mould be ſtrip- 
ped and ſearched. | 

This would haye been a very dange- 
rous experiment for the Hibernian, who 
had actually in his et a letter to the 
counteſs from her ſon, which he hoped 
fortune might have furniſhed him with 
an opportunity to deliver. When he 
therefore found himſelf in this dilemma, 
he was not at all eaſy in his own mind: 
howeyer, inſtead 4 proteſting his in · 
nocence in an humble and beſeeching 
ſtrain, in order to acquit himſelf of the 
charge, he reſolved to elude the ſuſpi- 
cion by provoking the wrath of his ac- 
cuſer, and putting on the air of vulgar 
integrity affronted, began to reproach 
the ſervant in very inſolent terms for his 
unfair ſuppoſition; and undreſſing bim- 
ſelf in a moment to the ſkin, threw his 
tattered garments in the face of his ad- 
verlary, telling him he would find no- 
thing there which he would not be very 
glad to part with; at the {ame time, 
raiſing his voice, he, in the gibberiſh 
of the clan he repreſented, feolded and 
curſed with great fluency ; ſo that the 
whole houſe reſounded with the noile. 
The valet's jealouſy, like a ſmaller fire, 
was in a trice ſwallowed u 
2 flame of his rage enk indled by 
this abrupt addreſs; in conſequence of 
which, Farrel was kicked out at the 
gate, naked as he was to the waiſt, 
after his lanthora had been broke to 
Pieces on his head; and there he was 
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joined hy his domeſtick, who had not 
been able to recover his apparel and 
effe& a retreat, without incurring marks 
of the ſame ſort of diſtinction. a 
The major, conſidering the riſk he 
muſt have run in being « > 
thought himſelf cheaply quit for this 
moderate diſcipline, though he was re- 
ally concerned for his friend Renaldo 
who, underſtanding the particulars 
the adventure, determined, as the la 
effort, to ride round the caltle in the 
open day, on pretence of taking the 
air, when, peradventure, the countels 
would ſee him from the place of het 
confinement, and favour him with 
ſome mark or token of her being alive. 
Though his companion did not muct 
reliſh this plan, which he foreſaw wou 
expoſe him to the inſults of Trebaſiz 
yet, as he could not contrive a better, 
he acquieſced in Renaldo's inyention, 
with the proviſo, that he would defer 
the execution of it until bis father · in- 
law ſhould be abſent in the chacę, 
which was a diverſion he every day 


enjoyed. 
Accordingly they ſet a proper watch, 
and lay concealed until they were in- 


formed of Trebaſi's having gone forth; 
when they mounted their horſes, and 
rode into the neighbourhood of the 
caſtle. Having made a ſmall excurſion 
in the adjoining fields, they drew near- 
er the walls, aud at an eaſy pace had 
twice circled them, when Farrel deſcried 
at the top of a tower, 2 white hand- 
kerchief wayed by a woman's hand 
through the iron bars that ſecured the 
window. This fignal being pointed 
out to Renaldo, his heart began to 
throb with great violence; he made a 
reſpeAful obeiſance towards the part in 
which it appeared, and perceiving the 
hand beckoning him 26 N ad - 
vanced to the very buttreſs of the tur- 
ret; upon which, leezng ſomething drop 
he alighted with great . an 
took up a picture of his fathef in mi- 
niature, the features of which he no 
ſooner diftinguithed, than the tears rag 
down his checks; he. preſſed the little 
image to his lips with the moſt filial fer- 
your ; then, conveying it to his boſom, 
looked up to the hand, which ur, 
in ſuch a manner, as gave him to un- 
derſtand it was high time to retire 
Being. by this tune highly perſuaded 
ap 


* 


that his kind monitor was no other tha 


herſelf, he pointed 50 hi 
the counteſs wah, pointes RAY 
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174 
heart, in token of his filial affection; 
and, laying his hand on his ſword, to 
denote his reſolution of doing her juſtice, 
he topk his leave with another profoupd 
bow, and ſuffered himſelf to be recon- 
_ dufted to his lodging, 

Every circumſtance of this tranſaction 
was obſerved by the ſervants of Count 
Trebaſi, who jmmediately diſpatched a 
eſlenger to their lord, with an account 
of what had happened, Alarmed at this 
Informatjon, from which he immediate- 
> wire that the ſtranger was young 

elville, he forthwith quitted the thace; 
and returning to the caſtle by a private 
poſtern, ordered his horſe to be kept 
ready ſaddled, in hope that his ſon-in- 
law would repeat the viſit to his mother. 
This precaution would have been to no 
preg had Renaldo followed the ad- 

ice of Farrel, who repreſented the dan- 
ger of returning to a place where the 
alarm was undoubtedly given by his firſt 
appearance; and exhorted him to return 
to Vienna for the proſecution of his ſuit, 


bon that he was ſatisfied of his mother's 


ing alive; in order to ſtrengthen this 
monition, he bade hin recolle&' the 
ſignal for withdrawing, which was doubt- 
Fels the eſſect of maternal concern, in- 
red by knowledge of the count's 
igilance and vindictive diſpoſition. '* * 
„ Norwithſtariding theſe ſuggeſtions, 
Melville perſiſted in kis reſolution of 
pearing once more below the tower, 
on the ſuppoſition that his mother, in 
ation of his return, had prepared 

à billet for his acceptance, from which 
he might obtain important intelligence. 
The major ſeeing him lend a deaf ear to 
his remonſtrantes; was contented to at- 
dend him in "this ſecond expedition, 
which he preffet him to undertake that 
ſame afternoch, as Trebaſi had” taken 
care to circulate a report of his having 


gone to dine at the feat of a-nobleman - 


n the neighbourhood. - Our knight- 
and his ſquire, deceived by this 

e, preſented themſelves again un: 

der the priſon of the counteſs; who no 
ſooner beheld her ſon return, than the 
earneffly intreated him to be gone, by 
the fame ſign which ſhe had before uſed; 
und he taking it for granted that ſhe 
was debarted the uſe of pen, ink, and 
paper, ind that he had nothing more to 
expect, eonſented to retire; ahd had al- 
ready movet! to ſome diſtance from the 
houſe, when, in croſſing a ſmall plan- 
tation that belonged to the caſtle, they 
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were met by Count Trebaſi and another 
perſcn on horſeback. * 

At ſight of this apparition, the blood 
mounted into Renaldo's cheeks, and his 
eyes began to lighten with eagerneſs and 
indignation ;z which was not at all dimi- 
niſned by the ferocious addrels of the 
count, who, advancing to Melville with a 
menacing air, Before you proceed, ſaid 
he, I muſt know with what view you 
© have been twice to-day patroling round 
© my incloſures, and reconnoitring the 
different avenues of my houſe: you 
© likewiſe carry on a clandeſtine cor- 
© reſpondence with ſome perſon 'in the 
family, of which my honour obliges 
© me to demand an explanation. 

© Had your actions been always re- 
* gulated by the dictates of honour, re- 
plied Renaldo, © I ſhould never have been 
«© queſtioned for riding round that caſtle 
which you know is my rightful inhe- 
ritance; or excluded from the fight 
of a parent who ſuffers under your 
tyranny and oppreſſion. It is my part, 
therefore, to expoſtulate; and, ſince 
fortune hath favoured me with an 
opportunity of revenging our wrongs 
in perſon, we ſhall not part until you 
have learned that the family of the 
Count Ne Melville is not to be in- 
jured with impunity. Here is no ad- 
vantage bn either fide in point of arms 
or number, you are better mounted 
than I am, and ſhall have the choice 
of = ground on which our difference 
ought to be brought to a ſpeedy de- 
terainatſon,” s * pre? 
Trebaſi, whoſe courage was not of 
the ſentimental kind, but purely owing 
to his natural infenſibility of danger, 
inſtead of concerting meaſures coolly for 
the engagement, or making any verbal 
reply to this defiance,” drew a piſtol 
without the leaſt heſitation, and fired it 
at the face of Renaldo, part of whoſe 
left eye-brow was carried off by the 
ball. Melville was not flow in return- 
ing the compliment; which, as it was 
deliberate, proved the more deciſive: for 
the ſhot entering the count's right · breaſt, 
made it's way to the back: bone with 
ſuch a' ſhock; as ſtruck him to the 
power upon which the other alighted, 

order to improve the advantage he 
had gained. „eee bot 
During this tranſaction, Farrel had 
welt-nigh loſt his life by the ſavage be- 
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ha viour of Trebaſi's attendant, who had 
been 2 huſſar officer, and who thinking 
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it -was his duty to imitate the example 
of his patron on this occaſion, diſcharg- 
ed a piſtol at the major before he had 
the leaſt intimation of his deſign. The 


Hibernian's horſe being a common hire- 


ling, and unaccuſtomed to ſtand fire, 
no ſooner ſaw the flaſh of Trevaſi's 
piſtol, than ſtarting aſide, he happened 
to plunge into a hole, and was overturn 
ed at the very inſtant when the hutlar's 

iece went off, ſo that no damage en- 
ſued to his rider, who pitching on his 
feet, flew with great nimbleneſs to his 
adverſary, then laying hold on one leg, 
diſmounted him in a twinkling, and 


ſeizing his throat as he lay, would have 


ſoon diſpatehed him without the uſe of 
fire arms, had he not been prevented 
by his friend Renaldo, who deſired him 
to deſiſt, obſerving that his vengeance 
was already ſatisfied, as the count ſeem- 
ed to be in the agonies of death. The 
major was loth to quit his prey, as he 
thought his aggreſſor had acted in a 
treacherous manner; but recollecting 
that there was no time to loſe, becauſe, 
in all probab lity, the firing had alarmed 
the caile, he took his leave of the van- 
quithed huſſar, with a couple of hearty 
kicks; and mounting his horte, follow- 
ed Melville to the houſe of a gentleman 
in the neighbourhood, who was kint- 
man to the counteſs, and very well diſ- 
poſed to grant him a ſecure retreat, un- 
til the troubleſome conſequences of this 
pencounter ſhould be gver- blown. 
Trebafi, though to the young gentle- 
man he ſeemed ſpeechleſs and inſenſible, 
had neither loſt rhe uſe of his reaſon, 
nor of his tongue, but affected that ex- 
tremity, in order to avoid any farther 
converſation with the vicar, He was 
pne of thole ple who never think of 
death until he knocks at the door, and 
then earneſtly intreat him to excule them 
for the preſent, and be fo good as to 


call another time. The count had io 


often eſcaped unhurt, in the courle of 
his campaigns, that he looked upon 
himſelf asiovulnerable, and ſet all dan- 


ger at defiance, Though he had hi- 


therto taken no care of the concerns of 


his foul, he had a large fund of ſuper- 
ſtition at bottom; and when the ſur- 


geon who examined his wound, de- 
clared it was mortal, all the terrors of 
Futurity took hold on his imagination, 


5 * 
* „ 


and all the miſdemeanors of bis life 


. themſelves in aggravated co- 
ours to his recollection. 

He implored the ſpiritual aſſiſtance of 
a good prieſt in the neighbourhood 
who, in the diſcharge of his own con- 
ſcience, gave him to underſtand, that he 
had little mercy to expect, nnleſs he 
would, as much as lay in his power, re- 
dreſs the injuries he had done to his fel- 
low creatures. As nothing lay heavier 
upon his ſoul than the cruelty and fraud 
he had practiſed upon the family of 
Count Melville, he earneſtly beſou 
this charitable cle gyman to mediate hi 
pardon with the counteſs, and at the 
lame time deſired to ſee Renaldo before 
his death, that he might put him in poſ- 
ſeſſion of his paternal ettate, and ſoli- 
cit his forgiveneſs for the offence he had 


given. 


His lady, far from waiting for the 


prieſt's interceſſion, no ſooner underſtood 
the lamentable ſituation of her huſband, 
and found herſelf at liberty, than ſhe 
haſtened to his apartment, expreſſed the 
utmoſt concern for his misfortune, and 
tended him with truly conjugal tender- 
neſs and fidelity. Her fon 2 
ed the ſummons, and was received with 
great civility and ſatisfaction by his fa- 
ther-in-lawz who, in preſence of the 
judge and divers gentlemen aſſembled 
for that purpoſe, renounced all right and 
title to the fortune he had fo unjuſtly 
uſurped; diſcloſed the name of the con- 
vent to which Mademoiſelle De Mel- 
ville had been conveyed ; diſmiſſed all 
the agents of his iniquity ; and, being 
reconciled to his ſon-in-law, _ to 
PR himſelf in tranquillity for his 
atter end. | = 

The counteſs was overwhelmed with 
an exceſs of joy, while ſhe embraced 
her long-lolt ſon, who had proved him- 
ſelf ſo worthy of his father. Yet this 


joy was imdittered by refleRing that 


the was made a widow by the hands of 
that darling fon : for, though the knew 
his honour demanded the ſacrifice, ſhe 
could not lay aſide that regard and ve- 
neration which is attached to the name 
of huſband; and therefore refolved © 
retire into a monaſtery, where ſhe could 
ſpend the remainder of her life in devo- 
tion, without being expoſed to any in- 
tercourſe which might intexfere with 


the delicacy of her lentiments on that 
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CHAP. XXIV. 


HE 16 THE MESSENGER OF HAPPI- 
NESS TO HIS SISTER, WHO RE- 
MOVES THE FILM WHICH HAD 

- LONG QBSTRUCTED HIS PENE- 
TRATION, WITH REGARD TO 
COUNT FATHOM. 


A the moſt endearing affection had 
always ſubſiſted between Renaldo 
and his ſiſter, he would not one moment 
deny himſelf the pleaſure of flying to 
ber embrace, and of being the glad 
meſſenger of ber deliverance. Soon, 
therefore, as he underſtood the place of 
her retreat, and had obtained a proper 
order to the abbeſs, figned by Count 
Trebaſi, he ſet out poſt for Vienna, ſtill 
accompanied by his faithful Hibernian; 
and, arriving at the convent, found the 
abbeſs and the whole houſe ſo engroſſed 
in making preparations for the ceremo- 
ny of giving the veil next day to a young 
woman who had fulfilled term of 
her probation, that he could not poſ- 
fbly ſee his ſiſter with that leiſure 
and ſatisfaction which he had: flattered 
himſelf with enjoying at this meeting; 
= therefore — was fain to _ 

is impatience for two days, and keep 
his eredentials until the hurry ſhould be 
over, that Mademoiſelle might have no 
intimation of her In" fortune, except 
from his own mouth. —* 

In. order to fill up this tedious inter- 
val, he viſited his friends at court, who 
were rejoiced to hear the happy iſſue of 
his excurſion to Preſburg; The prince, 
who was his icular yore, defired 
he would make himſel 72 eaſy 
with regard to the death of Count Tre- 
baſi, for he would take care to repreſent 
him in ſucha light to the empreſs queen, 
as would ſcreen him from any danger or 
proſecution on chat account. His high- 
beſtz, moreover, appointed the followin 
day for performing the promile he h 
made of preſenting him to that auguſt 
princeſs; and, in the mean time, prepoſ- 
Selſed her ſo much in his favour, that 
when he approached her preſence, and 
was announced by his noble introductor, 
.he him with a look of peculiar 
com „ ſaying, I am glad to ſee 
_© you returned to my dominions. Your 
c Faber was 2 gallant officer, who ſerved 
* our houſe with equal courage and fi- 
© delity ; and, as I underftand you tread 


© in his footſteps, you may depend up- 
on my favour and protection. 

He was ſo much overwhelmed with 
this gracious reception; that, while he 
bowed in filence, the drops of gratitude 
trickled from his eyes; and her Impe- 
rial majeſty was ſo well pleaſed with this 
manifeſtation of his heart, that ſhe im- 
mediately gave directions for promoting 
him to the command of a troop of horſe. 
Thus fortune ſeemed willing, and indeed 
eager, to diſcharge the debt ſhe owed 
him for the different calamities he had 
undergone. And, as he looked upon the 
generous Hebrew to be the ſole ſource 
of his ſucceſs, he did not fail to make 
him acquainted with the happy effects of 
his recommendation and friendſhip; and 
to expreſs, in the warmeſt terms, the 
deep ſenſe he had of his uncommon be- 
nevolence: which, by the bye, was (till 
greater with regard to Renaldo, than the 
reader as yet imagines; for he not only 
furniſhed him with money for his pre- 
ſent occaſions, but had al ſo given him an 
unlimited credit on a banker in Vienna, 
to whom one of his letters was directed. 

The ceremony of the nun's admiſſion 
being now performed, and the convent 
reſtored to it's former quiet, Melville 
haſted thither on the wings of brotherly 
affection, and preſented his letter to the 
abbeſs ; who, having peruſed the con- 
tents, by which ſhe An that the fa- 
mily diſquiets of Count Trebaſi nolong- 
er ſubſiſted, and that the bearer was t 
brother of Mademoiſelle, ſhe received 
him with great politeneſs, congratulated 
him on this happy event, and begging 
he would excuſe her ſtaying with him in 
the parlour, on pretence of buſineſs, with- 
drew,ſfaying, ſhe would immediately ſend 
ina young lady who would conſole him 
for her abſence. In a few minutes he 
was joined by his ſiſter ; who, expect · 
ing nothing leſs than to ſee Renaldo, no 
ſooner diltinguiſhed his features, than 
ſhe ſhrieked aloud with ſurprize, and 
would have ſunk upon the floor, had no 
he ſupported her in his embrace. 

Such a ſudden apparition of her bro · 
ther, at any time, orin any place, after 
their long leparation, would have ſtrong- 


ly affected this ſenſible young lady; but 


to find him fo ene ap in a place where 
ſhe thought herſelf buried from the 
knowledge of all her relations, occaſion 


ed ſuch commotions in her ſpirits as had 


well-nigh endangered her reaſon; for it 
was not till after a conſiderable __ 
at 


that ſhe could talk to him with connec · 
tion or coherence. However, as thoſe 
tranſports ſubſided, they entered into a 
more deliberate and ble converſa- 
tion; in the courſe of which he gradu- 
ally informed her of what had paſſed at 
the caſtlez and inexpreſſible was the 
pleaſure the felt in learning that her 
mother was releaſed from captivity, her- 
ſelf reſtored to freedom, and her brother 
to the poſſeſſion of his lawful inheri- 
tance, by the only means to which ſhe 


had always prayed theſe bleſſings might 
be owing. 
As ſhe had been treated with uncom- 


mon humanity by the abbeſs, ſhe would 


not conſent to leave the convent until 


he ſhould be ready to ſet out for Preſ- 
burg; ſo that they dined together with 
that good lady, and paſſed the after- 
noon in that mutual communication with 
which a brother and fiſter may be ſup- 
poſed to entertain themſelves on ſuch an 


occaſion. She gave him a detail of the 
inſults aud mortifications ſhe had ſuf - 


fered from the brutality of her father- 
in-law; and told him, that her confine- 
ment in this monaſtery was owing to 
Trebaſi's having intercepted a letter to her 
from Renaldo, ſignifying his intention 
to return to the empire, in order to aſſert 
his own right and redreſs her grievances. 
Then, turning the diſcourſe upon the 
incidents of his peregrinations, the in a 
particular manner enquired about that 


exquiſite beauty who hd been the inno- 


cent ſource of all his diſtreſſes, and upon 
whoſe perfections he had often, in his 
letters to his ſiſter, expatiated with in- 
dications of rapture and delight. - 
This enquiry in a moment blew up 
that ſcorching flame. which had been 
well-nigh ttifled by other neceſſary avo- 
cations. His eyes gleamed, his cheeks 
lowell and grew pale alternately, and 
is whole frame underwent an imme- 
diate agitation ; which being perceived 
by Mademoiſelle, ſhe concluded that 
ſome new calamity was annexed to the 
name of Monimia, and dreading torip 
a wound which ſhe faw was fo in- 
effettually cloſed, the for the preſent 
ſuppreſſed her curioſity and concern, and 
induſtriouſly endeavoured to introduce 
ſome leſs · affecting ſubject of conver- 
fation. He ſaw her aim, approved of 
her diſcretion, and joining her endea- 


vours, expreſſed his ſurpriae at her trav- 
ing omitted to ſignify the leaſt remem- 
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whom he had left in England. He had 
no ſooner pronounced this name, than 
ſhe fu ſome confuſion in her turn 
from which, however, mg her · 
felf, Brother,“ ſaid ſhe, © you muſt 
« endeavour to forget that wretch, who 
is altogether unwarthy of retaining 
© the ſmalleſt ſhare of your regard. 
- Aftoniſhed, and indeed angry at this 
expreſſion, which he conſidered as the 
ect of malicious miſrepreſentation, he 
gently chid her for her credulity in bs · 
— the envious aſperſion of forme 
perſon who repined at the ſuperior virtue 
of Fathom, — he affirmed to be an 
honour to the human ſpecies. a 
Nothing is more eaſy, replied the 
young lady, than to impoſe upon a 
« perſon, who, being himſelf unron- 
* {cious of guile, ſuſpects no deceit. 
© You have been a dupe, dear brother, 
2 to the _ of Fathom, but to the 
incerity of your own heart. Formy 
own part, I aſſume no honour to my 
own penetration in having compre- 
hended the villainy of that impoſtor, 
which was diſcovered in more than 
one inſtance by accidents I could not 
poſſibly foreſee. is arg 
+ You mutt know that Tereſa, who 
attended me from my childhood, and 
in who:c honeſty I repoſed ſuch con- 


inferior ſervants, was fo narrowly 
watched in all her tranſactions, as to 
be at laſt detected in the very act of 
conveying a piece of plate, which was 
actually found concealed among her 
cloaths. 120 

« You may . how much I was 
aſtoniſhed when I underſtood this eir- 
cumſtance ; I could not truſt to the 
evidence ot my own ſenſes, and ſuoulil 
have ſtill believed her innocent, in ſpite 
of ocular demonſtration, had not ſhe, 
in the terrors of being tried for ſe : 
lony, promiſed to make a very mate 
rial difcovery to the counte ia, 
vided ſhe would take ſuch meatures as 
would ſave her life, - | 
This requeſt being complied with, 
© the, in- my hearing, opened up-ſuch 
an amazing ſcene of iniquity, :bafe- 
«© neſs, and ingratitude, which had been 
© ated by her and Fathom, in order to 
« defraud the family to which they were 
* ſo much indebted, that I could not 
© have beheved the human mind 
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ble of ſuch degeneracy, or that trai- | 


tor endowed with ſuch pernicious cun- 
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* ning and diſſimulation, had not her 
© tale been congruous, conſiſtent, and 
« diſtin, ' and fraught with circum- 
© ſtances that left no room to doubt the 
© leaſt article of her confeſſion : on con- 
©* fideration of which, ſhe was permit- 
© ted to go into voluntary exile.” 
She then explained their combination 
in all the particulars, as we have al- 
ready recounted them in their proper 
placez and finally obſerved, that the 
inion ſhe had hence conceived of Fa- 
thom's character, was confirmed by what 
the had fince learned of his perfidious 
conduct towards that very nun who had 
lately taken the veil. _ 
+  Perceiving her brother ſtruck dumb 
with aſtoniſhment, and gaping with the 
moſt eager attention, ſhe proceeded to 
relate the incidents of his double in- 
trigue with the jeweller's wife and 
daughter, as they were communicated 
to her by the nun, Who was no other 
than the individual Wilhelmina. After 
thoſe rivals had been forſaken by their 
gallant, their mutual animoſities and 
chagrin ſerved to whet the attention and 
invention of each; ſo that in a little 
time the whole myſtery ſtood diſcloſed 
to both. The mother had diſcovered 
the 's correſpondence with Fa- 
as we have formerly obſerved, 
means of that unfortunate letter 
ich he _—_— committed to the 
of the old beldame ; and as ſoon 
as underſtood he was without the 
reach of all ſolicitation or proſecution, 
i this billet to her huſband, 
whoſe fury was ſo ungovernable, that 
he had almoſt ſacrificed Wilhelmina 
with his own hands, eſpecially when, 
terrified by his threats and imprecations, 
ſhe owned that ſhe had beitowed the 
chain on this ious lover. Hows- 
— was prevent · 
ed, partly by the interpoſition of his 
wife, whoſe aim was not the death but 
immurement of his daughter, and part- 
ly by che tears and ſupplication of the 
young gentlewoman herſelf, who pro- 
zcfted that, although the ceremony of 
the church bad not been performed, ſhe 
was contracted to Fathom by the mott 
ſolemn vows, to witneſs which he in- 
voked all the ſaints in Heaven. 
The jeweller, upon. cooler conſidera- 
tion, 2 Ag ters the — 
k of. at glitt | 
— his def — refited-olithe 
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While the young lady 


him to conſult the welfare of his daugh⸗ 
ter's ſoul, in the fond expeRation of 
finding ſome expedient to lure back the 
chain and it's poſſeſſor. In the mean 
time, Wilhelmina was daily and hourly 
expoſed to the mortifying animadverſions 

her mamma; who, with all the in- 
ſolence of virtue, inceſſantly upbraided 
her with the backſlidings of her vicious 
life, and exhorted. her to reformation 
and repentance. This -continual tri- 
umph laſted for many months, till at 
length a quarrel happened between the 
mother and the goſſip, at whoſe houſe 
ſhe uſed to give the rendezvous to her 
admirers, that incenſed confidante, in 
the precipitation of her anger, promul- 
gated the hiſtory of thole ſecret meetings, 
and, among the reſt, her interviews 
with Fathom were brought to light. 

The firſt people who hear news of 
this fort, are generally thoſe to whom 
they are moſt unwelcome, The Ger- 
man was ſoon apprized of his wife's 
frailty, and conſidered the two females 
of his houſe as a couple of devils incar- 
nate, ſent from hell to exerciſe his pa- 
tiencez yet, in the midſt of his diſplea- 
ſure, he found matter of conſolation in 
being furniſhed with a ſufficient reaſon 
for parting with his help-mate, who had 
for many years kept his family in dif- 
quiet. He therefore, without hazard- 
ing a perſonal conference, ſent propo- 
ſals to her by a triend, which ſhe did 
not think proper to reject: and ſeeing 
himſelf reſtored to the dominion of his 
own houle, exerted his ſway ſo tyran- 
nically, that Wilhelmina became weary 
of her life, and had recourfe to the com- 
forts of religion, of which ſhe ſoon be- 
came enamoured, and be her fa- 
ther's permiſhon to dedicate the reſt of 
her life to the duties of devotion. She 
was accordingly received in this con- 
vent; the regulations of which were ſo 
much to her king, that ſhe perforined 
the taſk of probation with pleaſure, and 
voluntarily excluded berſelf from the 
vanities of this life, It was here ſhe 
had contraſted an acquaintance with 
Mademoiſelle De Melville, to whom 
ſhe communicated her complaints of Fa- 
thom, oll the. ſuppoſition that he was 


related to the count, as be himſeli had 


often declared, 91 2 

rehearfed the 
particulars of this detail, Renaldo ſuſ- 
rained a ſtrange viciſſitude of different 


paſſions, -Surprize, ſorrow, ſear, ye 


and indignation, raiſed a moſt tumul- 
tuous conflict in his boſom. Monimia 
ruſhed upon his imagination in the cha- 
racter of innocence betrayed by the in- 
ſinuations of treachery, He with hor- 
ror viewed her at the mercy of a villain, 
who had broken all the ties of gratitude 
and honour. fr Tc enn 

Afrighted at the proſpe&, he ſtarted 
from his ſeat, exclaiming in the uncon- 
need ſtrain of diſtraction and deſpair ; - 
Have I then nouriſhed a ſerpent in my 
© boſom! Have I liftened to the voice 
*. of a traitor. who hath murdered my 
peace] who hath tore my heart-ſtrings 
* aſunder, and perhaps ruined the pat- 
« tern of all earthly perfection! It can- 
not be, Heaven would not fiiffer ſuch 
© jnfernal artifice to take effet. The 
thunder would be levelled againſt the 
© head of the accurſed projector. 

From this tranſport, compared with 
his agitation when' ſhe mentioned Mo- 
nimia, his ſiſter judged that Fathom had 
been the occaſion of a breach between 
the two lovers; and, this conjecture 
being confirmed by the disjointed an- 
ſwers he made to her interrogations 
upon the affair, ſhe endeavoured to calm 
his apprehenſions, by repreſenting that 
he would ſoon have an opportunity of 
returning to Eigland, where the miſ- 
unerſtanding might be eafily cleared 
up; and that, in the mean time, he had 
notning to fzar on account of the perſon 
of 1's miſtreſs, in a country where in- 
dividuals were ſo well protected by the 
laws and conſtitution ot the realm. At 
length he ſuffered himſe f to be flattered 
with the fond hope of ſecing Monumia's 
character triumph in the inquiry; of 
. retrieving that loſt jewel, and of re- 
newing that raviſhing intercourſe and 
exalted expectation which had been fo 
cruelly cut off, He now wiſhed to find 
Fathom as black as he had been exhi- 
bited, that Monimia's apoſtacy might 
be numbered among the milrepreſenta- 
tions of | his treachery and fraud, 

His love, Which was alike generous 
and ardent, eſpouſed the cauſe, and he 
no longer doubted her conitancy and 
virtue 3 but when he reflected how her 
tender heart muſt have been w. ung with 
anguiſh at his unkindneſs and cruelty, 
ip leaving her deſtitute in a foreign 
land; how her ſenſibility mult have 
been tortured in finding herſelf altoge- 
ther dependant upon a ruſſi in, ho cer- 
tainly hat boured the moſt baleful de- 
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upon her honour z-how her life 
— * both by his barba- 
rity and her own deſpait: I ſay, when 
he reflected on theſe circumftances,, he 
ſhuddered with horror and diſmay ;; and 
that very night diſpatched a letter to 
his friend the Jew, intreating him, in 
the moſt preſſing manner, to employ 
all his intelligence in learning the ſitu- 
ation of the fair orphan, that ſhe might 
be protected from the villainy of Fathom, 
until his return to England. S. 


CH AP. XXV. 

HE RECOMPENSES THE ATTACH- 
MENT OF HIS FRIEND; AND RE 
CEIVES A LETTER THAT RE 


NUCES HIM TO THE VERGE OF 
DEATH AND DISTRACTION; 


H Is ſtep being taken, His mind 
in ſome m retrieved it's 


former tranquillity ; he ſoothed himſelf 


with the proſpe& of an happy recon- 
ciliation with the divine Monimia, and 
his fancy was decoyed from every diſ- 
agreeable preſage by the entertaining 
convertation, of his fſter, with whom 
in two days he fet out for Preſburg, at- 
tended by his friend the major, who 
had never quitted him ſince their meet 
ing at Bruſſels. Here they found Count 
Trebaſi entirely rid of the fever which 
had been occaſioned by his wound, and 
in a fair way of doing well ; a circum- 
ſtance that afforded unſpeakable pilea- 
ſure to Melville, whoſe manner of 
thinking was ſuch as would have made 
him unhappy, could he have charged 
himſelf with the death of his mother's 
huſband, howſoever criminal he might 
have been. 2 


The count's ferocity did not return 


with his health; his eyes were 


by the danger he had incurred, and his ; 


ſentiments turned in 4 new channel ; he 


heartily aſked pardon of Mademoiſelle 


for the rigorous uſage ſhe had ſuſferec 
from the violence of his temper; thank - 
ed Renaldo for the ſeaſonable leſſon he 
had adminiſtered to him; and not only 
inſiſted upon being removed from the 
caltle to an hoyſe ot his own in Preſburg, 
but proffered to make immediaterettitu- 


tion of all the rens which lie had un- 


juſtly. von verted to his own uſe. 
Theſe things being ſetiled in the moſt 
amicable manntr, to the entire ſatis - 
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faction of the — as well 
as of the neighbouring nobleſſe, among 
whom the e of Melville was in 
univerſal eſteem, Renaldo reſolved to 
folicit leave at the Imperial court to re- 
turn to England, in order to inveſtigate 
that affair of Monimia, which was more 
intereſting than all the points he had 
hitherto adjuſted; but, before he quit- 
ted Preſburg, his friend Farrel taking 
bim aſide one day, Count, faid he, 
© will you give me leave to aſk, if, 
© my zeal and attachment for you, 
© have had the fortune to acquire 
© your eſteem “ To doubt that eſ- 
© teem,* replied Renaldo, were to 
<« ſuſpe&t my gratitude and honour, of 
© which I muſt be utterly deſtitute be- 
fore I loſe the ſenſe of thoſe obligations 
© I owe to your gallantry and friend- 
© ſhip; obligations which I long for a 
6 occaſion to repay.” 
. „then, reſumed the major, 
© I will deal with you like a downright 
_ © Swiſs, and point out a method b 
© which you may ſhift the load of obli- 
© gation from = own ſhoulders to 
mine. You know my birth, rank, 
* and expectations in the ſervice ; but 
perhaps ou do not know, that as my 
© expenee has always unavoidably ex- 
* ceeded my income, I find myſelf a 
©* little out at elbows in my circum- 
© ſtances, and want to piece them u 
dy RT Of thoſe ladies wit 
© whom I think I have any chance of 
© ſucceeding, Mademoiſelle De Mel- 
ville ſeems the beſt qualified to ren- 
der my fituation happy in all re- 
Her fortune is more than ſuf- 
to diſembarraſs my affairs; 
0 a” ſenſe will be a ſeaſonable 
2 0 upon my vivacity; her agree - 
* able accompliſhments will engage a 
continuation of uffeftion and regard: 
© Iknow m — — Arr 
< to think I ſhall become a moſt dutitul 
© andtractablehuſband; and ſhall deem 
+ myſelf hich 
© clolely 


* _ was formed; if you will there- 
6 ſanction my claim, I will forth- 


© the place lation?” - 
Renaldo waspleafed' with the frank- 

defs- of this declaration, approved of 

is demand, and defired him to depend 
age: a & 


—— 
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y © dreſs: 


* 


upon his good offices with his fiſter, 
whom he ſounded that ſame evening 
upon the ſubje&t, recommending the 
— * to her favour, as a gentleman 
well worthy of her choice. Mademoi- 
ſelle, who had never been exerciſed in 
the 3 of her ſex, and was now 
arrived at thoſe years, when the vanity 
of youth ought to yield to diſcretion, 
conſidered the propoſal as a philoſopher ; 
and, after due Teliberation, candidly 
owned had no objection to the 
match. Farrel was accordingly intro- 
duced in the character of a lover, after 
the permiſſion of the counteſs had been 
obtained; and he carried on his ad- 
dreſſes in the uſual form, ſo much to 
the fatisfation of all concerned in the 
event, that a day was appointed for the 
celebration of his nuptials, when he 
entered into peaceable poſlefſion of his 
prize. 

A few days after this joyful occaſion, 
while Renaldo was at Vienna, where he 


y had been indulged with leave of ab- 


ſence for ſix months, and employed in 
making preparations for his journey to 
Britain, he was one rw, „ 
by his ſervant with a packet from Lon- 
don, which he no ſooneropened, than he 
found incloſed a letter directed to him, 
in the hand-writing of Monimia. He 
was ſo much affected at fight of thoſe 
well-known characters, that he Vood 
motionleſs as a ſtatue, eager to know 
the contents, yet afraid to peruſe the 
billet. While he heſitated in this ſuſ- 
ſe, he chanced to caſt his eye on the 
inſide of the cover, and perceived the 
name of his Jewiſh friend at the bot- 
tom of a few lines, importing, that the 
incloſed was delivered to him by a phy- 
ſician of his acquaintance, who had re- 
commended it in a particular manner to 
his care. This intimation ſerved on! 
to increaſe the myſtery, and whet his 
impatience; and as he had the explana- 
tion in his hand, he ſummoned all his 
reſolution to his aid, and breaking the 
ſeal, began tb read theſe words : © Re- 
© naldo will not ſuppoſe, that this ad- 
proceeds from intereſted motives, 
© when he learns, that, before it can be 
© preſented to his view, the unfortunate 
Monimis will be no more.“ 

Here the light forſook Renaldo's eyes, 
his knees knocked together, and he fell 
at full length inſenſible on the floor. 
His valet hearing the noiſe, ran into the 
apartment, li him upon a „ 

an 


and diſpatched a meſſenger for proper 
aſſiſtance, while he himiclf endeavoured 
to recal his ſpirits by ſuch applications 
as chance afforded ; but before the count 
exhibited any ſigns of life, his brother- 


in-law entered his chamber by accident; 


and, as ſoon as he recollected himſelf 
from the extreme confuſion and concern 
2 by this melancholy ſpectacle, 
e perceived the fatal epiſtle which Mel- 
ville, though inſenſible, ſtill kept with- 
in his graſp z juſtly ſuſpecting · this to be 
the cauſe of that ſevere paroxiſm, he 
drew near the couch, and with. difacul- 
ty read what is above rehearſed, and 
the ſequel to this effect, 7 


« Yes, I have taken ſuch meaſures 
© as will prevent it from falling into 
< you hands, until after I ſhall have 
«© been releaſed from a being imbittered 
with inexpreflible miſery and anguiſh. 
It is not my intention, once loved, 
and ah! ſtill too fondly remembered 
youth, to upbraid you as the ſource 
of that unceaſing woe, which hath 
been ſo long the Ede inhabitant of my 
lonely boſom. I will not call you in- 
conſtant or unkind. I dare not think 
you baſe or diſhonourable; yet I was 
abruptly ſacrificed to a. triumphant 
rival, before I had learned to bear 
ſuch mortification ; before I had over - 
come the prejudices which I had im- 
bibed in my father's houſe. - I was all 
at once abandoned to deſpair, to in- 
digence and diſtreſs, to the vile prac- 
tices of a villain, who, I fear, hath 
betrayed us both. What have not 1 
ſuffered from the inſults. and vicious 
deſigns of that wretch, whom you 
cheriſhed in your boſom ! yet to theſe 
I owe this near approach to that goal 
of peace, where the canker-· worm of 
ſorrow will expire. Beware of that 
artful traitor; and, oh } endeavour to 
overcome that levity of _ diſpoſition, 
which, if indulged, will not - 
ſtain your reputation, but alſo debauc 
the good qualities of your heart. I 
releaſe you, in the ſight of Heaven, 
from all obligations: if I have been 
injured, let not my wrongs be viſited 
on the head of Renaldo, for whom 
© ſhall be offered up the. laſt fervent 
« prayers of hapleſs Monimia. 


This letter was a. clue to the laby: 
rinth of Melville's diſtreſs : though 


Ky 
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major had never heard him mention. the 
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name of this beauty, he had received 


ſach hints from his own wife, as ena- 
bled him to comprehend the whole of 
the count's diſaſter. By the admini- 
ſtration of ſtimulating medicines, Re- 
naldo recovered his perception; but this 
was a cruel alternative, conſidering the 
ſituation of his thoughts. The firſt 
word he pronounced was Monimia, with 


all the emphaſis of the moſt violent de- 


ſpaic; he peruſed the letter, and poured 
forth incoherent execrations againſt Fa- 
thom and himſelf. He enclaimed in 2 
frantick tone, She is loſt; for ever! 
* murdered by my unkindneſs 1 we are 
both undone by the infernal arts of 
© Fathom ! Execrable monſter! reſtore 
© her to my arms, If thou art: not a 
* fiend in reality, I will tear out thy 
* falſe heart! i ; _ 
So ſaying, he ſprung u is v 
who — kalen + crifice to his 
undiſtinguiſhing fury, bad not he been 
ſaved by the — + fx of Farrel and 
the family, who diſengaged him from 
his maſter's gripe. by dmt. of force; 
yet, notwithſtanding their joint endea- 
vours, he broke from this reſtraint, leap» 
ed upon the floor, and ſeizing his ſword, 
attempted to plunge it in his own breaſt; 
When he was once more overcome b 
numbers, he curſed himſelf, and al 
thoſe-who witheld him; ſwore he would 
not ſurvive the fair victim ho had. pe- 
riſhed by his credulity and indiſcretion; 
and the agitation of his ſpirite.increaſed 
to ſuch a degree, that he was ſeized with 
ſtrong. convulſions, whick nature was 
ſcarce able to ſuſtainjz every medical 
expedient was uſed to quiet this pertur- 


bation, which at length yielded ſo far 


as to ſubſide into a continval fever and 
confirmed delirium, during which he 
ceaſed not to pour forth the moſt 2 
tick complaints touching his ruined love, 
and to rave about the ill · ſtarred Moni · 
mia. The major, half diſtracted by 
the calamity of his friend, would have 
concealed it from the knowledge of his 
family, bad not the phyſician, hy de- 
ſpairing.of his life, laid him under the 
neceſſity. af making them acquainted 
with his condition oy 

The counteſs and Mrs. Farrel were 


no ſooner; informed of his caſe, than 


they. haſted to .the melancholy ſcene, 
where they found Renaldo deprived of 


his ſenſes, under the of 

an exaſperated Aab. They le his 

face diſtorted, W glaring with 
2 


frenzy z 
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frenzy they heard him invoke the name 
of Moenimia, with a tenderneſs of ac- 
cent, which even the impulſe of madneſs 
could not deſttoy. Then, with a ſudden 
trinktion of tone and geſture, he de- 
nounced. yengeance againſt her betrayer, 
und ralled upon the north wind to cool 
the fervbur of his brain. His hair hung 
in diſbevelled parcels, his cheeks were 
wan; his looks ſor his vigour was 
t 


fed, and all the glory of his youth faded; 
the plyyſician hung his head in filence, 
the attendants wrung their hands in 
deſpair, and the countenance of his 
friend was bathed in tears, | 
Such a picture would have moved the 
moſt obdurate heart: what impreſſion 
then muſt it have made upon a parent 
vad fifter, melting with all the enthu- 
fiaſm of affeftion | The mother was 


truck dumb, and ſtupiſied with grief; 
the ſiſter threw herſelf on the bed in a 
tran 


of ſorrow, caught her loved 
in ber arms, and was with 

difficulty tore from his embrace. 
Boch was the diſmal reverſe that over- 
took the late ſo happy family of Mel- 
ville; ſuch was the extremity to which 


the treachery of Fathom had reduced 
Three days did nature le with 


ſorprizing efforts, and then the con- 
Kirution ſeemed to ſink under the victo- 
riaous fever; yet, as his ſtrength dimi- 
niſhed, his delirium abated, and on 


recognized 4 Thou 


life, be retained the perfe& uſe of ſpeech, 
and his reaſon being quite une 
ſpoke to each with equal kindneſs an 
compoſure ; he congratulated himſelf 
the of More, after the hors 
rors of ſuch a tempeſt ; called upon the 
counteſs and his fiſter,, who were not 
permitted to ſee him at ſuch a conjune- 
ture, and being apprized by the ma- 
of his reaſon- for excluding them 
his preſence, he applauded his 
concern, bequeathed them to his future 


care, and took leave of that gentleman . 


with a cordiab embrace. Then he de- 
fired to be left in private with a cer- 
tain ati, who regulated the con- 
his foul x and he being diſ- 
wiſled, turned his face from'ths light, 
in expetation of His -final diſcharge t 
in a few minutes all was ſtill and dreary; 
he was no longer heard to breathe, no 
more the ſtream of life was perceived to 
„. 3 „ e = es 4% 
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circulate; he was ſuppoſed to be ab- 
ſolved from all his cares, and an uni- 
verſal groan from the by- ſtanders an- 
nounced the deceaſe af the gallant, ge- 


nerous, and tender-hearted Renaldo. 


Come hither ye whom the pride of 
youth and health, of birth and afflu- 
ence inflames; who tread- the flowery 
maze of pleaſure, truſting to the frui- 
tion of ever-circling joys? ye who 
lory in your necompl iments, who 
indulge the views of ambition, and 
lay ſchemes for future happineſs and 
grandeur ; contemplate here the vani- 
ty of life ; behold how low this excel- 
lent young man is laid ! mowed down 
© evenin the bloſſom of his youth, when 
* fortune ſeemed to open all her trea- 
* ſures to his worth!” = 
Such were the-refletions of the ge- 
nerous Farrel; Who, while he per- 
formed the laſt office of friendſhip, in 
cloſing the eyes of the much-lamented 
Melville, perceived a warmth on the 
ſkin, witch the hand of death ſeldom 
leaves unextinguiſhed : this uncommon 
ſenſation he reported to the phyſician; 
who, though he could feel no pulſation 
in the heart or arteries, conjeQured that 
life ſtill lingered in ſome of it's interior 
haunts, and immediately ordered ſuch 
applications to the extremities and ſur- 
face of the body, as might help to con- 
centrate and reinforce the natural heat. 
By theſe preſcriptions, which, for 
ſome time, produced no ſenſible effect, 
the embers were, in all probability, 
kept glowing, and the vital power re- 
vived; ſor, after a conſiderable paule, 
reſpiration” was gradually "renewed at 
long intervals, a languid motion was 
perceived at the heart, a few feeble and 
irregular pulfations were felt at the wriſt; 
che clay. coloured livery of death began 
to vaniſh from his face; the circulation 
acquired new. force, and he opened his 
eyes with a ſigh, which proclaimed his 
return from the ſhades of death. ; 
When he recovered the faculty of 
ſwallowing, a cordial was adminiſtered ; 
and whether the fever abated, in conſe- 
quence of the blood's being cooled and 
condenſed during the receſs of action in 
the ſolids; or nature in that agony had 
prepared a proper channel for the expul- 
fion of the diſeaſe; certain it is, he was 
from this moment rid of all bodily pain; 
retrie ved the animal function, and 
nothing remained of his malady but an 
ene weakneſy and languor, ow” 


fe& of nature's being fatigued in the 
battle ſhe had won. 

Unutterable was the joy that took 
« poſſeſſion of his mother and filter, when 
Farrel flew into their apartment, to in- 
timate this happy turn. Scarce could 
they be reſtrained from pouring forth 
their tranſports in the preſence of Re- 
naldo, who was ſtill too feeble to en- 
dure ſuch communication : indeed, he 
was extremely mortified and dejected at 
this event, which had diffuſed ſuch 

leaſure and ſatisfaction among his 
Eads for, though his diltemper was 
maſtered, the fatal cauſe of it ſtill rank- 
led at his heart, and he conſidered this 
reſpite from death as a protraQtion of his 
miſery. - 

When he was congratulated by the 
major on the triumph of his conſtitu- 
tion, he lied, with a groan, © I 
would to Heaven it had been other- 
| wiſe ; for I am reſerved for all the 
horrors of the moſt potgnant ſorrow 
and remorſe.-O Monimia ! Moni- 
mia! I hoped, by this time, to have 
convinced thy gentle ſhade, that I was 
at leaſt intentionally innocent of that 
ruthleſs barbarity which hath brought 
thee to an untimely grave. Heaven 
and earth! do 1 ſtill ſurvive the con- 
© ſciouſneſs of that dire cataſtrophe! and 
„lives the atrocious villain who hath 
* blaſted all our hopes! 


* 
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With theſe laſt words, the fire darted 


from his eyes, and his brother, ſnatch- 
ing this occaſional handle for reconcil- 
ing him to' life, joined in his exclama- 
tions againſt the 'treacherous Fathom ; 
and obſerved, that he ſhould-not, in 
point of honour, wiſh to die, until he 
thould have ſacrificed that traitor to the 
manes of the beauteous Monimia. This 
incitement ated as a ſpur upon exhault- 
ed nature, cauſing the blood to circu- 
late with freſh vigour, and encourag- 
ing him to take ſuch ſultenance as would 
recruit his ſtrength, and repair the da- 
mage which his health had ſuſtained, 

His lifter aſſiduouſly attended him in 
his recovery, flattering his appetite, and 
amuſing his ſorrow at the ſame time; 
the clergyman aſſailed his deſpondence 
with religious weapons, as well as with 
arguments drawn from philoſophy z and 
the fury of his paſſions being already 


expended, he became fo tractable as to 
liſten to his remonſtrances; but, not- 
| withſtanding the joint endeavours of all 
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mained, after conſequence of hrs 
diſeaſe had vaniſhed; in vaiti they eſ- 
ſayed to elude his grief by gaiety and 
diverſions; in vain they tried to decoy 
his heart into ſome new engagement. 
Theſe kind attempts ſerved only to 
feed and nouriſh that melancholy which 
—— within his boſom. Monimia ftill 
aunted him in the midf of theſe a- 
muſements, while his reflection whiſper- 
ed to him, * Pleaſures like theſe I might 
have reliſhed with her participation.” 
That darling idea mingled in all the fe- 
male aſſemblies at which he was preſent, 
eclipſing their attractions, and inhanci 
the bitterneſs of his loſs; for abſence, 
enthuſiaſm, and even his deſpair, had 
heightened the charms of the fair or- 
phan into ſomething ſupernatural and 
divine, 19 
Time, that commonly weakens the 
traces of remembrance, ſeemed to dee 
it's impreſſions in his breaſt: nightly, 
in his dreams, did he converſe with his 
dear Monimia; ſometimes on the ver- 
dant bank of a delightful ſtream, where 
he breathed, in ſoft murmurs, the dic- 
tates of his love and admiration ; ſome- 
times reclined within the tufted grove, 
his arm encircled and ſuſtained her ſnowy 
neck ; whilſt ſhe, with looks of love in- 
effable, gazed on his face, invoking 
Heaven to bleſs her huſband and lord. 
Yet even in theſe illuſions was his fancy 
oft alarmed for the ill-fated fair; ſome- 
times he viewed her tottering on the 
brink of a ſteep precipice, far diſtant 
from his helping hand; at other times 
ſhe ſeemed to ſail along the boiſterous 
tide, imploring his affiftance: then 


would he ſtart with horror from his 


ſleep, and feel his forrows more than 
realized; he deſerted his conch; he a- 
voided the ſociety of mankind; he court- 
ed ſequeſtered ſhades, where he could 
indulge his melancholy ; there his mind 
brooded over his calamity, until his ima- 
gination became familiar with all the 
ravages of death; it-contemplated the 
— decline of Monimia's health; 
r tears, her diſtreſs, her deſpair, at his 
imagined cruelty ! he faw * 4. 
perſpective every bloſſom of her beauty 
wither, every ſparkle vaniſn from her 
2 he beheld her faded lips, her pale 
k, and her inanimated features, the 
G — not death itſelf was 
able to deſtroy. His fancy conv 
her breathleſs corpſe to the cold og 
dyer which, perhaps, no tear humane 
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was ſhed ; where her delicate limbs were 
conſigned to duſt z where the was diſhed 
out a delicious banquet to the unſparing 


worm. | 
Over theſe pi he dwelt with a 
fort of anguiſh, until he became 


ſo enamoured of her tomb, that he could 


lay buried; that he might nightly 
iat the filent habitation of his ruined 
embrace the facred earth with 
which ſhe was now compounded, moiſten 
with bis tears, and bid the turf lie 

on her breaſt. Beſides the proſpect 
is gloomy enjoyment, he was urged 
to England, by an eager deſire 
on the perfidious 
„as well as of acquitting him- 
the obligations he owed in that 
to thoſe who had aſffitted him 
in his diſtreſs. He therefore communi- 
his intention to Farrel, who would 
have inſiſted upon attending him in the 
journey, had nat he been conjured to ſtay 
and manage Renaldo's _ in his ab- 
ſence. E ious ing taken, 
be took wave nf che — — his 
fiſter; who had, with all their intereſt 
and elocution, oppoſed his deſign, the 
execution of which, they juſtly feared, 
would, inſtead of diſſipating, augment 
his chagrinz and now ſeeing him deter- 
mined, they ſhed a flood of tears at his 
departure, and he ſet out from Vienna 
in a poſt-chaiſe, accompanied by a truſ- 
ty de chambre on horſeback. 
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CHA P. XXVI. 


RENALDO MEETS WITH A LIVING 
MONUMENT OF JUSTICE, AND 
ENCOUNTERS 
SOME NOTE IN THESE MEMOIRS. 


lifed for making all the proper 
ions, and adjuſting every neceſ- 
article on the road, Renaldo totally 
Red-himſelf from earthly confide- 
rations, and muſed without ceaſing on 
that theme which was the conſtant ſub - 
of his contemplation, He was blind 

to the objects that ſurrounded him; he 
ſcarce ever felt the importunities of na- 
ture ; and had not they been reinforced 
by the preſſing entreaties of his atten- 
dant, he — have proceeded without 
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A PERSONAGE OF 


8 this domeftick was very well qua- 


refreſhment or repoſe. In this abſence 
of mind did he traverſe a great part of 
Germany, in his way to the Auftrian 
Netherlands, and arrived at the fortreſs 
of Luxemburg, where he was obliged to 
tarry a whole day on account of an ac- 
cident which had happened to his chaiſe, 
Here he went to view the fortifications ; 
and, as he walked along the ramparts, 
his ears were ſaluted with theſe words, 
© Heaven bleſs the noble Count De 
„Melville! will not he turn the eyes 
* of. compaſſion upon an old fellow- 
© ſoldier, reduced to misfortune and diſ- 
« grace?” | 

Surprized at this addreſs, which was 


attended with the clanking of chains, 


Renaldo lifted up his eyes, and perceiy- 
ed the perſon who ſpoke to be one of two 
malefactors ſhackled together, who had 
been ſentenced for ſome crime to work 
as labourers on the fortifications ; his 
face was ſo covered with hair, and his 
whole appearance fo diſguiſed by the 
ſqualid habit which he wore, , that the 
count could not recollect his features, 
until he gave him to underſtand that 
his name was Ratchkali. Melville im- 
medlately recognized his fellow · ſtudent 
at Vienna and his brother · volunteer up- 
on the Rhine, and expreſſed equal ſur- 
prize and concern at ſeeing him in ſuch 


a deplorable ſituation. 


Nothing renders. the ſoul fo callous 
and inſenſible as the ſearing bands of 
infamy and diſgrace. Without betray- 
ing the leaſt ſymptoms of ſhame and 
confuſion, * Count, ſays he, this is 
© the fate of war; at leaſt, of the war in 
© which I have been engaged, ever ſince 
© I took leave. of the Imperial army, 
and retreated with your old companion 
* Fathom, Long life to that original 
« genius! If he is not unhappily eclipſ- 
© ed by ſome unfortunate interpoſition, 
© before his terrene parts are purified, I 
© foreſee that he will ſhine a ſtar of the 
« firit magnitude in the world of adven- 
© ture,” | pl 

At mention of this deteſted name, 
Renaldo's heart began to throb with in- 
dignation; yet he ſuppreſſed the emo- 
tion, and deſired to know the meaning 
of that ſplendid encomium which he had 
beſt upon his confederate. It 
would be quite unneceſſary, replied 
Ratchkali, for a man in my preſent 
© ſituation, to equivocate or diſguiſe the 
© truth: nature of my yy; neck is 


« pafetly well known, I am. con- 
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they carried on in co 


© demned to hard labour for life; and 
© unleſs ſome lucky accident (which I 
© cannot now forefee) ſhall intervene, all 
I can expect, is ſome alleviation of m 
© hard lot from the generoſity of ſuc 
© gentlemen as you, who compaſſionate 
© the ſufferings of your fellow - creatures. 
© In order to engage this benevolence 
© the more in my behalf, I ſhall, if you 
© will give me the hearing, faithfull 
inform you of ſome particulars, which 
it may import you to know concerning 
my old acquaintance Ferdinand Count 
Fathom, whoſe real character hath 
© perhaps hitherto eſcaped your notice. 
Then he proceeded to give a regular 
detail of all the ſtrokes of fineſſe which 
he, in conjunction with our adventurer, 


had praiſed upon Melville and others, 


during their refidence at Vienna, and 
the 8 they had made upon 
the Rhine: he explained the nature of 
the robbery which was ſuppoſed to have 
been done by the count's valet, together 
with the manner of their deſertion; he 
deſcribed his ſeparation from Fathom, 
their meeting at London, the traffic 
erſhip, and 
the misfortune that reduced Ferdinand 
to the condition in which he was found 
by Melville. 

© After having gratified the honeſt 
© lawyer,” ſaid he, with a ſhare of 
© the unfortunate Fathom's ſpoils, and 
© packed up all my own valuable effects, 
© my new auxiliary Maurice and I poſt- 
© ed to Harwich, embarked in the packet- 
© boat, and next day arrived at Hel- 
< veotſluys ; from thence we repaired to 
© the Hague, in order to mingle in the 
© gaities of the place, and exerciſe our 
© talents at play, which is there culti- 
© vated with univerſal eagerneſs : but, 
© chancing to meet with an old acquain- 
© tance, whom I did not at all deſire to 
« ſee, I found it convenient to withdraw 
* ſoftly to Rotterdam; from whence we 
© ſet out for Antwerp; and having made 
© 2 tour of the Auſtrian Netherlands, 
© ſet up our reſt at Bruſſels, and con- 
« certed a plan for laying the Flemings 


under contribution. 


From our appearance, we procured 
* admillion into the moſt polite aſſem - 
© blies, and ſucceeded to a wonder in 
all our operations; until our career 
« was unfortunately checked by the in- 
© diſcretion of my ally, who, being de- 
* teted in the very act of conveying a 
card, was immediately introduced to 
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© a magiſtrate; and this miniſter of 
« juſtice was ſo curious, inquiſitive, and 
* clear-fighted, that Count Maurice, 
finding it impoſſible to elude his pene- 
tration, was fain to ſtipulate for his 
own ſafety, by giving up his friend 
to the cognizance of the law, I was 
accordingly apprehended, before I 
knew the cauſe of my arreſt ;- and 
being unhappily known by ſome ſol- 
diers of the prince's guard, my cha- 
rater turned out fo little to the appro- 
bation of the inquifitors, that al 
effects were confiſcated for the benefit 
of the ſtate; and I was, by a formal 
ſentence, condemned to labour on the 
fortifications all the days of my life; 
while Mavrice eſcaped at the 1 1097 
of five hundred ftripes, which he re- 
ceived in publick yo the hands of 
the common executioner. | 
Thus have I, without evaſion or 
mental reſervation, given a faithful 
account of the ſteps by which I have 
arrived at this barrier, which is likely 
to be the xe plus ultra of my peregrina- 
tions, unlets the generous count 
Melville will ef his inte- 
reſt in behalf of an old fellow · ſoldier, 
who may yet live to juſtify his media- 
tion.” . 
Renaldo had no reaſon to doubt the 
truth of this ſtory, every circumſtance 
of which tended to corroborate the intel- 
ligence he had already received touching 
the character of Fathom, whom he now 
conſidered with a double portion of ab- 
horrence, as the moſt abandoned miſ- 
creant that nature had ever produced. 
Though Ratchkali did not poſſeſs a 
much higher place in his opinion, he 
favoured him with marks of his bounty, 
and exhorted him, if poſſible, to reform 
his heart; but he would by no means 
promiſe to interpoſe his credit in favour 
of a wretch ſelf · convicted of ſuch enor- 
mous villainy and fraud. He could not 
help moralizing upon this rencounter, 
which inſpired him with great contempt 
for human nature: and next day he pro- 
ceeded on his journey with a heavy 
heart, ruminating cn the perfidy of man- 
kind, and, between whiles, trapſported 
with the proſpect of revenging all his 
calamities upon the accurſed author. 
- While he was wrapped up in * 
reveries, his carriage rolled along, aud 
had already entered a wood. between 
Mons and Tournay, when his d 
was ſuddenly interrupted by the — 
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fion of ſeveral 
x the thickets at a little diſtance 
road. Rouzed at this alarm, 
ched his ſword that ſtood by him; 
and, fpringing from the chaiſe, ran di- 
towards the ſpot, being cloſe fol- 
by his valet, who had alighted 
armed himſelf with a piſtol in each 
About forty yards from the 
, they arrived in a little glade 
here they ſaw a ſingle man 
at bay againſt five banditti, 
after having killed one of their compa- 
nions, and loſt his own horſe, that 2 
dead upon the ground. 


Melville ſeeing this odds, and imme- 
diately 


ing their deſign, ruſhed 
without heſitation, and in 
t ran his ſword through the 
heart of one whoſe hand was raiſed to 
ſmite the gentleman behind, while he 
was with the reſt in front. At 
the ſame time the valet diſabled another 
by a ſhot in the ſhoulder; fo that the 
number being now equal on both ſides, 
furious combat enſued, every man be- 
ing paired with an antagoniſt, and each 
ing recourſe to ſwords, as all their 
| — been diſcharged. Renaldo's 
adverſary finding himielf preſſed with 
equal fury and ſkill, retreated gradually 
among the trees, until he vaniſhed alto- 
into the thickeſt of the wood; and 
is two companions followed his exam- 
with great caſe, the valet de chambre 
hurt in the leg, and the ſtranger 
ſo much od 4" the wounds he 
had received before Renaldo's interpo- 
fition, that when the young gentleman 
22 to congratulate him on the 
of the robbers, he, in advancing 
to embrace his deliverer, dropt down 
motionleſs on the graſs. | 
The count, with that warmth of ſym- 
and benevolence which was natu- 
ral to his heart, lifted up the wounded 
cavalier in his arms, and carried him to 
the chaiſe, in which he was depoſited, 
while the valet de chambre reloaded his 
piſtols, and p for a ſecond attack, 
as they did not doubt that the banditti 
would return with a reinforcement. 
However, before they re-appeared, Re- 
naldo's driver diſengaged him from the 
wood, and in leſs than a quarter of an 
hour they arrived at a village, where 
halted for affiftance to the ſtranger, 
who, though fill alive, had not reco- 
vered the uſe of his ſenſes. 
After he was undreſſed and laid in a 
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warm bed, a ſurgeon examined his body, 
and found a wound in his neck by a 
ſword, and another in his right · ſide oc - 
caſioned by a piſtol-ſhot z ſo that his 
prognoſtick was very dybious : mean- 
while, he applied proper dreſſings to 
both; and, in half an hour after this 
adminiſtration, the gentleman gave ſome 
tokens of perception, He looked a- 
round him with a wildneſs of fury in 
his aſpect, as if he had thought himſelf 
in the hands of the robbers by whom 
he had been attacked; but, when he 
ſaw the aſſiduity with. which the by- 
ſtanders exerted themſelves in his behalf, 
oue raiſing his head from the pillow, 
while another exhorted him to ſwallow 
a little wine which was warmed for the 
purpoſe; when he beheld the ſympa- 
thiſing looks of all preſent, and heard 
himſelf accoſted in the moſt cordial terms 
by the perſon whom he recollected as his 
deliverer; all the ſeverity vaniſhed from 
his countenance; he took Renaldo's 
hand and preſſed it to his lips; and 
while the tears guſhed from his eyes, 
© Praiſed be God, ſaid he, that vir- 
tue and generoſity are ſtill to be found 
among the ſons of men ' 

Every body in the apartment was af- 
fected by this exclamation ; and Mel- 
ville, above all the reft, felt ſuch emo- 
tions as he could ſcarcely reftrain, He 
intreated the gentleman to believe him- 
ſelf in the midſt of ſuch friends as would 
effeQually ſecure him from all violence 
and mortificationz he conjured him to 
compoſe the perturbation of his ſpirits, 
and quiet the apprehenſions of his mind 
with that reflection; and proteſted, that 


he himſelf would not quit the houſe 


while his attendance ſhould be deemed 
neceflary for the ſtranger's cure, or his 
converſation conducive to his amule- 

ment. 
Theſe aſſurances, conſidered with the 
heroick part which the young Hunga- 
rian had already acted in his behalf, in- 
ſpired the cavalier with ſuch a ſublime 
idea of Melville, that he gazed upon 
him with filent aſtoniſhment, as an an- 
gel ſent from heaven for his ſuccour ; 
and, in the tranſport of his gratitude, 
could not help exclaiming, * Sure Pro- 
* vidence hath ſtill ſomething in reſerve 
« for this unfortunate wretch, in whoſe 
© favour ſuch a miracle of courage aud 

« generoſity hath in ed I 

eing accommodated with proper care 
and attendance, his conſtitution, wn . 
; tle 


little time, overcame the fever; and at 


the third dreſſing, the ſurgeon declared 


him out of all danger from his wounds. 
Then was Renaldo indulged with op- 
portunities of converſing with the pa- 
tient, and of inquiring into the parti- 
culars of his fortune and deſigns in life, 
with a view to manifeſt the inclinations 
he felt to ſerve him in his future occa- 
fons; cl 11218 | | 

The more this ſtranger contemplated 
the character of the count, the more his 
amazement increaſed, on account of his 
extraordinary benevolence in favour of 
a perſon whoſe merit he could not poſ- 
ſibly know; he even expreſſed his ſur- 
prize: on this ſubje& to Renaldo, who 
at — told him, that, although his 
beſt offices ſhould always be ready for 
the occaſions of any gentleman in diſ- 
treſs, his particular attachment and re- 
gard to him was improved by an addi- 
tional conſideration: I am no ſtranger, 
ſaid he, * to the virtues and bonour of 
* the gallant Don Diego De Zelos,” 

Heaven and earth cried the ſtran - 
ger, ſtarting from his ſeat with extreme 
emotion, do I then live to hear my- 
_ © ſelf addreſſed by that long - loſt appel- 
© lation! My heart glows at the expreſ- 
„ fion! My ſpirits are kindled with a 
flame that thei s'through every nerve! 
© Say, young gentleman, if you are 
© really an inhabitant of earth, by what 
© means are you acquainted with the 
unhappy name of Zelos ?'+ | 

In anſwer to this eager interrogation, 
Renaldo gave him to underſtand, that in 
the courſe of his travels, he had reũded 
—— time at Seville, where be had 

uently ſeen Don Diego, and often 
heard his arts * with un- 
common eſteem and veneration. Alas!“ 

lied the Caſtilian, that juſtice is no 
© longer done to the wretched Zelos; 
his honours are blaſted, and his repu- 
tation canker-bitten by the venomous 
© tooth of ſlander.” 

He then proceeded to unfold his mis- 
fortunes, as they have already been ex- 
plained in the firſt volume of theſe Me- 
moirs ; at the recapitulation of which, 
the heart of Melville being intendered 


own calamities, was ſo deeply 


by his 

atfeRed, that he re-echoed the groans 
of Don Diego 
ferings with the moſt filial ſympathy. 
When he repeated the ſtory of that cruel 
fraud, which was praRtiſed upon him 
by the faithleſs Fadini, Melville, whoſe 
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„and wept over his ſuf- 
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mind and imagination teemed with the 
villainies of Fathom, was immediately 
ſtruck with the conjecture of his being 
the knavez becauſe, indeed, he could 
not believe that any other perſon was ſo 
abandoned by principle and humanity, 
as to take ſuch a barbarous advantage 
of a gentleman in diſtreſs. 


ENA. 
/ 
HIS RETURN TO ENGLAND, AND 
MIDNIGHT PILGRIMAGE TO MO=« 
NIMIA'S TOMB. 


E conſidered the date of that un- 

paralelled tranſaction, which a- 
greed with his conjecture; and, from the 
inquiries he made concerning the perſon 
of the traitor, gathered reaſons ſufficient 
to confirm his ſuppoſition. Thus cer- 
tified, * That is the villain,” cried the 
count, * whoſe infernal arts have over- 
* whelmed me with ſuch miſery as Hea- 
© ven itſelf hath no remedy to diſpel l 
To revenge my wrongs on that per- 
* fidious miſcreant, is one of the chief 
* reaſons for which I deign to drag a- 
© bout an hateful being. O Don Diego! 
« what is life, when all it's enjoyments 
© are ſo eafily poiſoned by the machi- 
nations of ſuch a worm! So ſaying, 
he ſmote his breaſt in all the agony of 
woe, and beſought the Spaniard to re- 
late the ſteps he took in conſequence of 
this dilaſter, | 
The Caſtilian's cheeks reddened at 
this information, which reinforced his 
own reſentment; and, caſting up his eyes 
to Heaven, Sacred powers !* cried he, 
© let him not periſh, before you bring 
© him within my reach !—You aſk me, 
© noble cavalier, what meaſures I took 
© in this abyſs of miſery. For the firſt 
day, I was tortured with apprehen- 
© ſions for the friendly Fadini, fearing 
© that he had been robbed and mur- 
« dered for the jewels which he had, 
perhaps, too unwarily expoſed to ſale: 
© but this terror ſoon vaniſhed before 
© the true preſages of my fate; when, 
© on the morrow, I found the whole 
family in tears and confuſion, and 
heard my landlord pour forth the moſt 
© bitter imprecations againſt the fugi- 
tive who had deflowered his daughter, 
and even robbed the houſe. You will 
© aſk, which of the paſſions of my heart 
« were interelted on this occaſion z they 
p B b 6 were 
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© were ſhame and indignation: all my 
© grief flowed in another channel; 1 
© bluſhed to find my judgment deceived, 
© I ſcorned to complain; but in my 
© heart denounced vengeance againſt my 
© baſe betrayer. I ſilently retired to my 
© apartment, in order to commune with 
my own thoughts. The 

I had bore greater calamities, with- 
© out being driven to deſpair: I ſum- 
© moned Hwy fortitude to my aſſiſt- 
©* ance, and reſolved to live in ſpite of 
« afiiction. Thus determined, I betook 
© myſelf to the houſe of a general officer, 
« whoſe character was fair in the world; 
© and having obtained admiflion in con- 
© ſgnence of my otiental appearance 
«© To a man of honour,” ſaid I. „the 
te unfortunate need no introduction: my 
« habit proclaims me a Perſian; this 
« paſſport from the States of Holland 
« will confirm that ſuppoſition. I have 
« been robbed of jewels, to a conſide- 
« rable value, by a wretch whom I fa- 
* youred with my confidence; and now, 
& reduced to exrreme indigence, I come 
« to offer myſelf as a ſoldier in the ar- 
« mies o France. I have health and 
« ſtrength ſufficient to diſcharge that 
& duty: nor am I unacquainted with a 
« military life, which was once my glo- 
„ ry and occupation. I therefore ſue 
* 2 r protection, that I may be 
« received, though in the loweſt order 
«© of them that ſerve the king; and that 
your future favour may depend upon 


© my behaviour in that capacity.“ 

9 neral, Tac: ras NE 
© ration, — me with uncommon 
attention; he peruled my certificate, 
© aſked divers queſtions concerning the 


© art of war; to which I returned ſuch 


© anfwers as convinced him that I was 
© not wholly ignorant in that particu - 
© lar. 
© Jonteer in his own regiment, and ſoon 
c after ed to the rank of a ſu- 
© baſtern, and the office of equerry to 
© his own ſon; who, at that time, had 
« attained to the degree of colonel, 
though his age did not exceed eighteen 
« N 


28 This you man was naturally cf 
n ferocious dif ofition, which had been 


rendered quite untractable by the pride” 


© of birth and fortune, together with 


© the licence of his education. As he: 
© Aid not know the refpeRt due to a 


« gentleman, ſo he could not polkbly 
pay it to thoſe who were unfortunately 
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In ſhort, I was inliſted as a vo- 


under his command. Divers morti. 
© fications I fuſtained with. that forti. 
©. tude which became a Caftilian, who 
© lay under obligations to the father; 
© till at length, laying akde all deco- 
c ym, he ſmote me. Sacted Heaven 
© he ſmote Don Diego De Zelos, in pr 

© ſence of his —— | nl 
- * Had my fword been endowed with 
© ſenſation, it would of itſelf have ftart- 
© ed from the feabbard, at this mdig- 
© nity offered to it's maſter. I unſheath - 
© ed it without deliberation, faying, 
% Know, inſolent boy, he is a gentle- 
© man whom thou haſt thus outraged; 
and thou haſt cancehted the ties which 
have hitherto reſtrained my indigna- 
* tion.” His ſervants would have in- 
terpoſed, but he commandled them to 
retire z and, fluſhed with that confi- 
dence which the impetnofity of his 
temper inſpired, he drew in his turn, 
and attacked me with redoubled rage; 
but his dexterity being very unequal 
to his courage, he was ſoon difarmed 
and overthrown z when pointing my 
© fword to his breaſt, «« — — 
tion of thy youth and ignorance,” 
© ſaid I, „“I ſpare that life which thou 
© haſt forfeited by thy ungenervus pre- 
„ ſumption.” 

With theſe words I put up my 
* weapon, retired through the midſt of 
his domeſticks; who, ſeeing their ma- 
© ter ſafe, did not think proper to op- 
z and mounting my 

orſe, in leſs than two hours entered 
© the Auſtrian dominions, reſolving to 
« proceed as far as Holland, that I 
© might embark m the firſt ſhip for 
© Spain, in order to waſh away, with 
* my own blood, or that of my ene- 
mies, the cruel ſtain which had fo 
© long defiled my reputation. 

* This was the grievance that ſtill cor- 
© roded my heart, and rendered inef- 
«© fecual the inhuman' ſacrifice I had 
made to my injured honour. This 
© was the pony = op that inceſſantly 
«. prompted, and ſtill importunes me, to 
0 — every riſk of life and fortune, ra- 
© ther than leave my fame under — 
an ignominious aſperſion. I pur 
© to obey this internal call. — apt 
© to believe it is the voice of Heaven; 
© of that Providence which manifeſted 
* it's care by ſending ſuch a generous 
© auxiliary to my aid, when I was over- 
« poweredby banditti, on the very firſt 
day of my expeditan,” | 


a it a a a 


Having 
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Having in this manner gratified the 
outioſßity of his deliverer, he expreſſed a 
deſire of knowing the quality of him to 
whom he was ſo ſignally obliged; and 
Renaldo did not ſcruple to make the 
Gaſt ian r with his name and 
family : he likewiſe communicated the 
ſtory of his unſortunate love, with all 
the ſymptoms of unutterable woe, which 
drew tears from the poble-hearted Spa- 


niard, while with a groan that anuounc- - 


ed the load which-overwhelmed his foul, 


©. I had a daughter, faid he, © (uch as 


9 deſcribe the peerleſs Monimia; 
had Heaven decreed her for the arms 
© of ſuch @ lover, I, whom am now the 
© moſt wretched, ſhould have been the 
© moſt happy parent upon earth.“ 

Thus did theſe new friends alternately 
indvlge their mutual ſorrow, and con- 
cert meaſures for their future operations. 
Melville earneſtly ſolicited the Caſtilian 
to favour him with his company to Eng- 
land, where, in all probability, both 
would enjoy the gloomy ſatis faction of 
being revenged upon their common be- 
trayer Fathom; and, as afarther induce- 
ment, he aſſured him, that as ſoon as 
he ſhould have accompliſhed the melan- 
choly purpoſes of his voyage, he would 
accompany Don Diego to Spain, and 
employ his whole intereſt and fortune 
in his ſervice, The Spaniard, thunder- 
ſtruck at the extravagant generoſity of 
this propoſal, could ſcarce believe the 
evidence of his own ſenſes, and after 
ſome poyley replied, * My duty would 
* teach me to obey any command you 
© ſhould think proper to impoſe ; but 
here my- inclivation and interett are fo 
© agreeably flattered, that I ſhould be 
© equally ungriteful and unwile, in pre- 
* tending to comply with reluctance,” 

This point being ſettled, they moved 
forwards to Mons, as ſoon as Don Die- 
go was in a condition to bear the ſhock 
of ſuch a removal; and there remaining 
until his wounds were perfectly cured, 
they hired a poſt-chaiſe for Oſtend, em- 
barked in a veſſel at that port, reached 
the oppoſite ſhoxe of England, after a 
ſhort and eaſy paſſage, and arrived in 
London without having met with any 
ſiniſter accident on the road. 

As they approached this capital, Re- 
naldo's grief ſeemed to regurgitate with 
redoubled violence. His memory was 


waked to the moſt minute and painful 


exertion of it's faculties ; his imagina- 
tion teemed with the moſt afflidting ima- 
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ges, and his impatience became fo ar- 
dent, that never lover panted more ea- 
gerly for the conſummation of his wiſhes, 
than Melville for an e of . 
ſtretching himſelf upon the grave of the 

loſt Monimia. The Caſtilian was aſto- 

niſhed as well as affected at the poig- 

nancy of his grief, which, as a proof 
of his ſuſceptibility and virtue, en- 

deazed him ſtill more to his affection; 

and thovgh his .own misfortunes had 

rendered him very unfit for the office of 

a comforter, he endeavoured, by ſooth- 

ing diſcourſe, to moderate the exceſs of 

his friend's affliction. 

Though it was dark when they alight- 
ed at the inn, Melville ordered a coach 
to be called; and being attended by the 
Spaniard, who would not be perſuaded 
to quit him upon ſuch au occaſion, he 
repaired to the houſe of the generous 
Jew, whoſe rheum diſtilled yery plen- 
tifully at his approach. The count had 
already acquitted himſelf in point of 
pecuniary obligations to this benevolent 
Hebrew; and new, after having made 
ſuch acknowledgments as might be ex- 

ded from a youth of his diſpoſition, 
he begged to know by what channel he 
had received that letter which he had 
been ſo kind as to forward to Vienna, 

Joſhua, who was ignorar: of the 
contents of that epiſtle, and ſaw the 
young gentleman extremely moved, 
would have eluded his enquiry, by pre- 
tending he had fargot the circumſtance; 
but when he underſtood the nature of 
the caſe, which was not explained with- 
out the manifeſtation of the utmoſt in- 


quietude, he heartily condoled the de- 


ſponding lover, telling him he had in 
vain employed all his intelligence about 
that unfortunate beauty, in conſequence 
of Melville's letter to him on that ſub- 
ject; and then directed him to the houſe 
of that phyſician, who had brought the 
fatal billet which had made hun miſe- 
rable. | 

No ſooner did he receive this infor- 
mation than he touk his leave abruptly, 
with promiſe of returning next day, and 
hied him to the lodgings of that gentle- 
man, whom he was lucky enough to find 
at home, Being favoured with a private 
audience, When I tell you,” ſaid he, 
© that my name is Renaldo Count De 
Melville, you will know me to be the 


- © molt unfortunate- of men, By that 


© letter, which you committed to the 
© charge of my worthy friend Joſhua, 
B b 2 « the 
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« the fatal veil was removed from my 
eyes, which had been fo long darken- 
© ed by the artifices of incredible deceit, 
and my own incurable miſery fully 
c preſented to my view. If you were 
© acquainted with the unhappy fair, who 
hath fallen a victim to my miſtake, 

ou will have ſome idea of the inſuf- 
erable pangs which I now feel in re- 
collecting her fate. If you have com- 
paſſion fr theſe pangs, you will not 
refuſe to conduct me to the ſpot where 
the dear remains of Monimia are de- 


quet of woe; there let me feaſt that 
worm of ſorrow that preys upon my 
heart: for ſuch entertainment have I 
reviſited this (to me) ill-omened iſle; 
for this ſatisfaQion I intrude upon 
your condeſcenſion at theſe unſeaſon- 
able hours; for to ſuch a degree of 
impatience is my affliction whetted, 
that no ſlumber ſhall aſſail mine eyelids, 
no peace reſide within my boſom, until 


where my Monimia lies! Yet would 
I know the circumſtances of her fate. 
Did Heaven ordain no angel to miniſter 
to her diſtreſs ? Were her laſt moments 
comfortleſs ? Ha! was not ſhe aban- 
doned to indigence, to inſults ; left in 
the power of thzt inhuman villain who 
betrayed us both! Sacred Heaven! 
vrhy did Providence wink at the tri- 
umph of ſuch conſummtte perfidy ?* 
The phyſician having liſtened with 
complacency to this effuſion, replied, 
« It is my profeſſion, it is my nature to 
« ſympathize with the afflicted. I am 
© a judge of your feelings, becauſe T 
© know the value of your loſs. I at- 
© tended the incomparable Monimia in 
© her laſt illneſs, and am well engugh 
« acquainted with her ſtory, to conclude, 
© that ſhe fell a ſacrifice to an unhappy 


© miſunderſtanding, effected and for 


< mented by that traitor who abuſed 
your mutual confidence.” ; 
He then proceded to inform him of all 
the particulars which we have already 
recorded, touching the deſtiny of the 
beauteous orphan, and concluded with 
telling him he was ready to yield him 
any other ſatis faction which it was in his 
power to grant. The circum{tances of 
the tale had put Renaldo's ſpirits into 
ſuch commotion, that he couid utter no- 


thing but interjections and unconnected 


words. When Fathom's behaviour was 


* 
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poſited ; there let me enjoy a full ban- 


I ſhall have adored that earthly ſhrine. 


deſcribed, he trembled with fierce agi- 
tation, ſtarted from his chair, pronounc- 
ing. Monſter ! fiend! But we ſhalt one 
day meet. 4a 

When he was made acquainted with 


the benevolence of the French lady, he 


exclaimed, © O heaven-born-charity and 
* compaſſion ! Sure that muſt be ſome 
* ſpirit of grace, ſent hither to mitigate 
c «8 tortures of life! Where ſhajl I 
© find her, to offer up my thanks and 
© adoration ?* Having heard the con- 
cluſion of the detal, he embraced the re- 
later, as the kind benefaQor of Moni- 
mia, ſhed a flood of tears in his boſom, 


and preſſed him to crown the obligation, 


by conducting him to the ſolitary place 
where now ſhe reſted from all her cares. 
The gentleman, perceiving the tran- 
ſports of his grief were ſuch as could not 
be oppoſed, complied with his requeſt, 
attended him in the vehicle, and dire&ed 
the coachman to drive to a ſequeſtered 
field, at ſome diſtance from the city, 
where ſtood the church, within whoſe 
awful iſle this ſcene was to be ated, 
The ſexton being ſummoned from his 
bed, produced the keys, in conſequence 
of a gratification, after the phyſician 
had communed with him apart, and 
explained the intention of Renaldo's 
viſit. ö 
During this pauſe, the ſoul of Mel- . 
ville was wound up to the highelt pitch 
of enthuſiaſtick ſorrow. * The uncom- 
mon darkneſs of the night, the ſolemn 
ſilence, and lonely ſituation of the place, 
conſpired with the occaſion of his com- 
ing, and the diſmal images of his fan- 
cy, to produce a real rapture of gloomy 
expeQation, which the whole world 
would not have perſuaded him to dif- 
appoint. The clock ſtruck twelve, the 
owl ſcreeched from the ruined battle- 
ment, the door was opened by the ſex- 
ton; who, by the light of a glimmer- 
ing taper, conducted the deſpairing lover 
to a dieary aifle, and ſtamped upon the 
ground with his foot, ſaying, Here 
the young lady hes interred,” | 
Melville no ſoontr received this inti- 
mation, than failing on his knees, and 
pretling his lips to the hallowed earth: 
Peace, cried he, * to the gentle te- 
© nant of this Glent habitation.” Then 
turning to the by-ftanders, with blood- 
ſhot eye, ſaid, * Leave me to the full 
© enjoy:nent of this occaſion : my grief 
is too delicate to admit the company 
L 7 Re eme even 


# even of my friends; the rites to be 
6 Ing requireprivacy ; adieu then, 
© here muſt I paſs the night alone.“ 

The doctor, alarmed at this decla- 
ration, which he was afraid imported 
ſome reſolution fatal to his own life, 
began to repent of having been acceſſary 
to the viſit, attempted to diſſuade him 
from his purpoſe, and finding him ob- 
ſtinately determined, called in the aſſiſt- 
ance of the ſexton and coachman, and 


ſolicited the aid of Pon Diego, to force 


Renaldo from the execution of his de- 
ſign. 
The Caſtilian, knowing his friend 
was then very unfit for common alter- 
cation, interpoſed in the diſpute, ſaying, 
© You need not be afraid that he will 
© obey, the dictates of deſpair ; his re- 
© ligion, his honour will baffle ſuch 
© temptations ; he hath promiſed to re- 
© ſerve his life for the occaſions of his 
©'friend; and he ſhall not be diſap - 
pointed in his preſent aim. In order 
to corroborate this peremptory addreſs, 
which was delivered in the French lan- 
guage, he unſheathed his ſword, and 
the others retreating at fight of his wea- 
pon, Count, faid he, © enjoy your 
grief in full tranſport : I will ſcreen 
you from interruption, though at the 
© hazard of my, life; and while you 
© give a looſe to forrow, within that 


© ghaſtly vault, I will watch till morn- 


© ing in the porch, and meditate upon 
© the ruin of my own family and peace.” 
He accordingly prevailed upon the 
phyſician to retire,” after he had ſatis- 
fied the ſexton, and ordered the coach - 
man to return by break of day. 
Renaldo thus left along, proſtrated 


himſelf upon the grave, and poured 


forth ſuch lamentations as would have 
drawn tears from the molt ſavage heat er. 
He called aloud upon Monimia's name. 
Are thele the nuptial joys to which 
our fate hath doomed us? Is this the 
fruit of thoſe endearing hopes, that 
intercourſe divine, that raptured ad- 
miration, in which fo many hours 
inſenſibly elapſed ! Where, now, are 
thoſe attractions, to which I yielded 
up my captive he&rt ? Quenched are 
thoſe genial eyes that gladdened each 
beholder, and ſhone the planets of my 
happineſs and peace! Cold! cold and 
withered are thoſe lips that ſwelled 
© with love, and far out-biuſhed the 
© damaſk roſe! and ah! for ever filen- 
© ced is that tongue, whoſe eloquence 


* 
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© had power to lull the pangs of miſery 
© and care! no more ſhall my attention 
© be raviſhed with the muſick of that 
© voice, which uſed to thrill in ſoft vi- 
© brations to my ſoul ! O ſainted ſpirit! 
O unſpotted ſhade of her whom I 
© adored ; of her whoſe memory I ſhall 
« ſtill revere with ever-bleeding forrow 
© and regret ; of her whoſe image will be 
© the laſt idea that forſakes this hapleſs 
* boſom | Now art thou conſcious of my 
«© integrity and love; now doſt thou 
© behold the anguiſh that I feel. If the 
pure effence of thy nature will per- 


mit, wilt thou, ah! wilt thou indulge 


© this wretched youth with ſome kind 
© ſignal of thy notice, with ſome token 
6 4 thy approbation ? wilt thou aſſume 
a medium of embodied air, in ſem- 
blance of that lovely form, which 
now lies mouldering in this dreary 
tomb, and ſpeak the words of peace 
to my diſtempered foul! Return, Mo- 
nimia ! appear, though but for one 
ſhort moment, to my longing eyes ! 
vouchſafe one ſmile ; Renaldo will be 
ſatisfied ; Renaldo's heart will be at 
reſt; his grief no more. will overflow 
it's banks, but glide with equal cur- 


are the raving of my delirious ſorrow ! 
Monimia hears not my complaints; 
her ſoul ſublimed far, far above all 
ſublunary cares, enjoys that felicity, 
of which ſhe was debarred on earth. 
In vain I ſtretch theſe eyes, environed 
with darkneſs, undiſtinguiſning and 
void: no object meets my view; no 
ſound ſalutes mid ear, except the 


vaulted caves of death.” 


In this kind of exclamation did Re- 


naldo paſs the night, not without a cer- 
tain ſpecies of woetul enjoyment, which 
the ſou] is often able to conjure up from 
the depths of dutreſs; inſomuch, that 
when the morning intruded on his pri- 
vacy, he could ſcarce believe it was the 
light of day, ſo faſt had fleeted the 
minutes of his devotion, 

His heart being thus diſburdened, and 
his impatience gratified, he became fo 
calm and compoſed, that Don Diego 
was equally pleaſed and aſtoniſhed at 


the air of ſerenity with which he came 


forth, and embraced him with warm 
acknowledgments of his goodneſs and 
attachment; he frankly owned, that his 
mind was now more at eaſe than he had 
eyer found it, ſince he firſt received the 

fatal 


rent to his lateſt hour. Alas! theſe- 
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fatal intimation of his loſs; that a few. 
ſuch feaſts would entirely moderate the 
Keen ite of his ſorrow, which he 
would afterwards feed with leſs precipi- 
He alſo imparted to the Caſtilian, the 
= of a monument, which he had 
eſigned for the incomparable Moni- 
miaz and Don Diego was ſo much, 
ruck with the deſcription, that he ſo- 
Reited his advice in projecting another, 
of a different nature, to be erected to 
the memory of his own ill-fated wife. 
and daughter, ſhould. he ever be able ta 
xe-eſtabliſh himſelf in Spaip,  _ 


HAF. XXVII. 


ur RENEWS THE RITES OF $OR- 
KOW, AND is ENTRANCED, 


f | 

HIL E they amuſed themſelves, 

with this fort of converſation, 

the phyfician returned with the coach, 
and accompanied them back to their inn, 
where he left them to their pepole, after. 
having promiſed to call again at noon, 
and conduct Renaldo to the houſe of 
Madam Clement, the benefactteſs of. 
Monimia, to whom he eagerly deſired to 
be introduced. | ; 
The appointment was obſerved with, 
all imaginable punctuality on both ſides. 
Melville had arrayed himielf in a ſuit. 


of deep mourning, and he found the 


lady in the like habit, aſſumed upon 
ſame occaſion : the goodneſs of her, 


heart was manife#.in her countenance ;. 


the ſenſibility of the youth diſcovered. 


iel in a flood of tears, which he ſhed, 


at her, appearance. His ſenſations were 
too full lor utterance ; nor was ſhe, for 
ſome time, able to give him welcome: 
while ſhe led him by the hand to a ſeat, 
the drops of lympathy ruſhed into either 
eye; and at length ſhe broke ſilence, 
laying, © Court, we mult acquielce in 
«© the diſpenſations of Providence; and 
« quiet the tranſports of our grief, 
< with a full aflurance that Monimia is 
4 ha py.* * 
This name was the key that un- 
locked the faculty of his ſpeech, * I 
. © muſt ſtrive,” faid he, © weaſe the an- 
« puilh of my heart with that conſo- 
© tarfon. But ſay, humane, benevo- 
* © Jent lady, to vhole compaſſion and 
© per.crofity that hapleſs orphan was in- 
« debted for the laſt peaceful moment 
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© ſhe enjoyed upon earth; ſay, in all 
© your acquaintance with human na- 
© ture,-1n all your intercourſe with the 
daughters of men, in all the exerciſe . 
* of your charity and beneficence, did 
© you ever obſerve ſuch ſweetneſs, pu- 
© rity, and truth; ſuch beauty, ſenſe, 
© and perfection, as that which was the 
© inheritance of her whoſe fate I ſhall 
© forever deplaxe? She was, indeed,” 
replied the lady, the belt and faireſt 
© of our ſex. e 
This was the beginning of a conver» 
fation touching that lovely victim, in the 
courſe of which, he explaingd thoſe 
wicked arts which Fathom pragtifed to 
alienate his affections fram the ador- 
able Monimia; and ſhe defcrihed the 
cunning hints and falſe inſmuations hy 
which that traitor had aſperſed the un 
ſuſpecting lover, and ſoiled his charac- 
ter in the opinion of the virtuous or- 
phan. The intelligence he obtained on 
this occaſion, added indignation to his 
grief; the whole myſtery of Monimia's 
behaviour, which he could not before 
explain, now ſtood dilcloted before him; 
he ſaw the gradual progreſs of that in- 
fernal plan, Which had been laid for 
their mutual ruin; and his ſoul was 
inflamed with ſuch deſire of vengeance, 
that he would have taken his leave-ab- 
ruptly, in order to ſet on foot an imme · 
diate enquiry about the perfidiqus author 
of his wrongs, that he might extermi- 
nate ſuch a monſter of iniquity from 
the face of the earth; but he was re- 
ſtrained by Madam Clement, who gave 
him to underſtand, that Fathom was 
already overtaken by the vengeance of 
Heaven; for ;ſhe had traced him in all 
the courſe of his fortune, from his firſt 
rance in the medical: 'e to 
4 eclipſe. She —— the 
villain as a wretch altogether unworth 
of his attention; ſhe laid he was ſo 
chvered with infaniy, that no perſon 
could enter the liſts againſt him, with- 
out bearing away ſome ſtain of diſho- 
nour; that he was, at preſent, peeuliar- 
ly protected by the Jaw, and ſheltered 
rom the reſentment of Renaldo, in the 
cavern of his diſgrag. | 
Melville, glowing with rage, replied, 
that he was a venomous ſerpent, Which 
it was incumbent on every foot to cruſh ; 
that it Was the duty of every map to 
contribute his whole power in freeing 
ſociety from ſuch a pernicious hypocrite; 
and that if loch inflances of ger 
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and ingratitude were ſuffered to paſs 
with impunity, virtue and plain-dealing 
would ſoon be expelled from the habi- 
tations of men. Over and above theſe 
<. motives," ſaid he, Ion myſelf fo 
© vitiated with the allay of human paſ- 
© fon and infirmity, that I deſire, I 
© eagerly pant for an occaſion of meet- 
ing him hand to hand, where I may 
.upbraid him with his treachery, and 
© ſhower down vengeance and deſtruc- 
© tion on his perfidious head.” 

Then he recounted the anecdotes of 
our adventurer, which he had learned 
in Germany and Flanders, and conclud- 
ed with declaring his unalterable reſo- 
lution of releaſing him from gaol, that 
he might have an opportunity of ſa- 
crificing him with his own hand to the 
manes of Monimia. The diſcreet lady, 
perceiving the perturbation of his mind, 
would not farther combat the impetu- 
olity of his paſſion; contenting herſelf 
with exacting a promiſe, that he would 
not execute his purpoſe, until he ſhould 
have deliberated three days upon the 
conſequences by which a ſtep of that 
kind might be attended; before the ex- 
piration of that term, ſhe thought mea- 
ſures might be taken to prevent the 
young gentleman from expoſing his 
ife or reputation to unneceſſary hazard. 

Having complied with her requeſt in 

is particular, he took his leave; after 
he had, by repeated entreaties, prevailed 
upon her to accept a jewel, in token of 
his veneration for the kind benefactreſs 
af his deceaſed Monimia: nor could 
his generous heart be ſatisfied, until he 
had forced a conſiderable preſeat on the 
humane phyſician, who had attended her 
in her lat moments, and now diſcovered 
aparticularſympathy and concern for her 
deſponding lover. This gentleman at- 
tended him to-the houſe of the benevo- 
lent. Joſhua, where they dined, and 
where Don Diego was recommended, 
in the moſt fervid terms of friendſhip, 
to the good offices of their hoſt. Not 
that this duty was performed in preſence 
af the ſtranger, Renaldo's delicacy would 
Jin friend to ſuch a ſituation; 

while the phyſician, before dinner, en- 
tertained that ſtranger in one apartment, 


Melville withdrew into another, with 


the Jew, to whom he diſcloſed the af- 
fair of the Caſtilian, with certain cir- 
comftances, which ſhall, in due time, 
be revealed. 5 
Joſhua's curioſity being whetted by 


* 


this information, he could not help eying 


the Spaniard at table, with ſuch a pa- 


ticular ſtare, that Don Diego perceived 
his attention, and took umbrage at the 
freedom of, his regard. Being unable 
to conceal his diſpleaſure, he addreſſed 
himſelf to the Hebrew, with great ſo- 
lemnity in the Spaniſh tongue, ſaying, 
* Signior, is there any ſingularity in 
© my appearance? or, do you recolle& 
© the features of. Don Diego De Zelos ?* 

* Signior Don Diego, replied the 
other in pure Caſtilian, © I crave your 
« pardon for the rudeneſs of my curi- 
© ohity, which prompted me to ſurvey 
a nobleman, whoſe character I revere, 
and to whoſe misfortunes I am no 
ſtanger; indeed, were curioſity alone 
concerned, I ſhould be without ex- 
cuſe, but as I am heartily inclined to 
ſerve you, as far as my weak abilities 
extend, I hope your generofity will 
not * any little involuntary treſ- 
« paſs of punctilio to my want of cur- 
« diality oreſteem.” 

The Spaniard was, not only appeaſed 


cS a N 


by this apology, but alſo affected with 


the compliment, and the language in 
which it was conveyed. He thanked 
the Jew for his kind declaration, intreat- 
ed him to bear with the peeviſhneſs of a 
diſpoſition, ſore with the galling hand 
of affliction; and, turning up his eyes 
to Heaven, Were it poſſible, cried 

e, © for fate to reconcile contradictions, 
and recal the irremeable curreut of 


there was happineſs (till in reſerve for 
the forlorn Zelos; now that I tread 
the land of freedom and humanity 
now that I find mylelf befriended by 
the moſt generous of men. Alas! I 
aſk not happineſs! if, by the kind en · 
* deavours of the-gallant Count De 
„Melville, to whom I am already in- 
© debted for my life; and by the 3 
of his friends, the honour of my name 
* ſhall be purified and cleared from the 
© poiſonous ſtains of malice, by which it 
is at preſent ſpotted; I ſhall then enjoy 
© all that catiafaRion, which deſtiny can 
© beſtow upon a wretch-whoſe woes are 

© incurable,” 
Renaldo comforted him with the aſ- 
ſurance of his being on the eve of tri- 
umphing over his adverſaries z aud Jo- 
ſua confirmed the conſolation, by giving 
him to underſtand, that he had corre- 
ſpondents in Spain, of ſome idfluence 
in the (tate; that he had already written 
F ; to 
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events, I would now believe, that 
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to them on the ſubject of Don Diego, 
in con ſequence of a letter which he had 
received from Melville, while he tarried 
at Mons, and that he, every poſt, ex- 
peRted a favourable anſwer on that ſub- 


&. | 

K After dinner, the phyſician took his 
leave, though not before he had pro- 
miſed to meet Renaldo at night, and ac- 
company him in the repetition of his 
midnight viſit to Monimia's tomb; for 
this pilgrimage the unfortunate youth 
reſolved nightly to perform, during the 
whole time of his reſidence in England; 
it was, indeed, a fort of pleaſure, the 
8 of which enabled him to bear 
he toil of livitig through the day; 
though his patience was almoſt quite 
exhauſted before the hour of aſſignation 
arrived. 8 ; 
When the doctor appeared with the 
coach, he leaped into it with great eager- 
neſs, after he had, with much difficulty, 
prevailed with Don Diego to ſtay at 
Lon on account of his health, which 
was not yet perfectly eſtabliſhed. The 
Cattilian, however, would not comply 
with his requeſt, until he had obtained 
the count's promiſe, that he ſhoula be 
permitted to accompany him next night, 
and take that duty alternately with the 

phyſician. | 
About midnight they reached the 
place, where they found the ſexton in 
waiting, according to the orders he had 
received; the door was opened, the 
» mourner conducted to the tomb, and 
left as before to the gloom of his own 


meditations. , Again he laid himſelf 


on the cold ground; again he renew- 


ed his lamentable ſtrain; his imagina - 


tion began to be heated into an ex- 
taſy of enthuſiaſm, during which, he 
again fervently invoked the ſpirit of his 
deceafed Monimia. x am; 

In the midſt of theſe invocations, his 
ear ws ſuddenly invaded with the ſound 
of ſome few ſolemn notes, iſſuing from 
the organ, which ſeemed to feel the im- 
pulſe of an inviſible hand. 

At this awful ſalutation, Melville 
was rouzed to the keeneſt ſenfe of ſur- 
prize and attention: reaſon ſhrunk be- 
fore the thronging ideas of his fancy, 
which repreſented this muſick as the 
prelude to ſomething ſtrange and ſuper- 
natural; and, while he waited for the 
ſequel, the place was ſuddenly illumi- 
nated, and each ſurrounding obje& 
brought under the cognizance of his eye, 
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What paſſed within his mind on this 
occaſion, is not eaſy to be deſcribed :' 
all his faculties were ſwallowed up by 
thoſe of ſeeing and of hearing; he had 
mechanically raiſed himſelf upon one 
knee, with his body advancing for- 
wards; and in this attitutle he gazed' 
with a look, through which bis ſoul 
ſeemed eager to eſcape. To his view, 
thus ſtrained upon vacant ſpace, in a 
few minutes appeared the figure of a 
woman arrayed in white, with a veil 
that covered her face, and flowed dawn 
upon her back and ſhoulders. The 
phantom approached him with an eaſy 
ltep, and, lifting up her veil, diſcovered 
(believe it, O reader!) the individual 


. countenance of Monimia. 


At fight of theſe well-known features, 
ſeemingly improved with new celeſtial 
graces, the youth became a ſtatue, ex- 
preſſing amazement, love, and awful 
adoration. He ſaw the rition ſmile 
with meek biherolencat Sinks compaſ- 
fion, warmed and intendered by that 
fond, pure flame, which death could 
not extinguiſh : he heard the voice of 
his Monimia call Renaldo! Thrice he 
eflayed to anſwer; as oft his tongue de- 
nied it's office: his hair” ſtood upright, 
and a cold vapour ſeemed” to thrill 
through every nerve. "This was not 
fear, but the mfirmity of human nature, 
oppreſſed by the preſence of a ſuperior 
being. ME +3 

At length his agony was overcome ; 
he recollected all his reſolution; and in 

a ſtrain of awe-ftruck rapture, thus ad- 
dreſſed the heavenly viſitant. © Haſt 
thou then heard, pure ſpirit, the wail- 
* ings of my grief? Haſt thoudeſcend- 
© ed from the realms of bliſs, in pity to 
, my woe? and art thou come to ſpeak 
© the: words of peace to my deſponding 
© ſou]? To bid the wretched ſmilez to 
lift the load of miſery and care from 
© the afflited breaſt; to fill thy lover's 
6 heart with joy and pleafing hope, was 
e* till the darling taſk'of my Monimia, 
ere yet refined to that perfection which 
* mortality can never attain : no won- 
© der, then, bleſt ſhade, that now, when 
© reunited to thy native heaven, thou art 
6 ſtill kind, propitious, and beneficent, to 
us, who groan in this inhoſpitable vale 
© of ſorrow thou haſt left; tell me, ah! 
© tell me, doſt thou ſtill remember thoſe 
fond hours we paſſed together? Doth 
© that A. rudy boſom feel a pang of 


« ſoft regret, when thou recalleſt our — 
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© tal. ſeparation ? ies that N 
C — beſpeaks thy ſym 4 
bow that — — 3. me 
© Sacred Heaven! the pearly drops of 
© pity trickle down thy cheeks! Sych 
« are the tears that angels ſhed over 
man's diftreſs! Turn not away: 
* thou beckoneſt me to follow; yes, I 
« wil) follow thee, =therial ſpirit, as far 
* as theſe weak limbs, encumbered with 
mortality, will bear my weight; and 
Would to Heaven I could, with eaſe, 
put off theſe vile, corporeal ſhackles, 
and attend thy flight!” 

So laying, he ſtarted from the ground, 
and in a tranſpoit uf eager expectation, 
at awful diſtance, traced, the footſteps 
of the apparition; which, entering a de- 
tached apartment, ſunk down upon a 
chair, and with a ſigh exclaimed, Th 
© deed, this is too much I' What was 
the diſorder of Renaldo's mind, when 
he perceived this phænomenon! Before 
reflection could perform it's office, mov 
ed by a tudden impulſe, he ſprung for- 
wards, crying, It it be death to touch 
« thee, let me die! and caught in his 
arms, not the ſhadow, but the warm ſub · 
ſtance of the all accompliſhed Monimia. 
« Myiterious powers of Providence ! 
© this is no phantom! this is no ſhade! 
„this is the life, the panting boſom of 
© her Who I have ſo long, 1o bitterl 
« deplored! I fold her in my arms! I 
« preſs her glowing breaſt to mine! I 
ſee her bluſh with virtuous pleaſure 
and ingenuous love | ſhe ſmiles upon 
me with inchanting tenderneſs ! O let 
me on that tranſcendent beauty, 
which the more I view it, raviſhes t 
more] Theſe charms are too intenſe; 
« I ficken while I gaze! Merciful 
« Heaven! is not this a mere illuſion of 
© the biain? Was ſhe not fled for ever? 
* Had not the cold hand of death di- 
vorced her from my hope? This muſt 
© be ſome flattering viſiou of my diftem- 
« pered fancy! PN ſome ſoothing 
© dream: if ſuch it be, * O ye 
© heavenly powers! that I may never 


© wake,” 


« © gentle youth!” replied the beau- | 


teous orphan, ſtill cla in his em- 
brace, what joy now fills the boſom of 
© Monimia, at this triumph of thy vir- 
tue and thy love? When I ſte theſe 
* tranſports of thy affection, when I find 
© thee reſtored to that place in my eſterm 


and admiration, which thou hadſt loſt. 


* by the arts of calumny and malice | 
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© This is a meeting which my mol fan« 
© guine hopes durſt not preſage!” * _ 
So entirely were the faculties of Re- 
naldo engrolſed in the contemplation of 
his reſtored Monimia, that he ſaw not 
the reſt of the company, who wept with 
tranſport over this affecting ſcene : he 
was therefore amazed at the 1nterpoſition 
of Madam Clement; who, while the 
ſhower of ſympathetick pleaſure bedew+ 
ed her cheeks, congratulated the lovers 
upon this happy event, crying, Theſe 
© are the joys which virtue calls her 
© own,” They alſo received the com- 
pliments of a reverend clergymau; who 
told Monimia, ſhe had reaped at laſt 
the fruits of that pious reſignation to 
the will of Heaven, which the had ſs 
devoutly practiſed during the term of 
her affliction: and, laſtly, they were 
accoſted by the phyſician, who was not 
quite fo hackneyed in the ways of 
death, or ſo cailous to the finer ſenſa - 
tions of the ſoul, but that he blubbered 
plentifully, while he petitioned Heaven 
in behalf of ſuch an accompliſhed and 
deſerving pair, | | 
Monimia, taking Madam Clement 
by the hand, Whatever joy, ſaid ſhe, 
Renaldo derives from this occaſion, 
„is owing to the bounty, the compaſ- 
* fon, and maternal care of this incom- 
© parable lady, er with the kind 
© admonitions humanity of theft 
two worthy gentlemen,” | 
Melville, whote paſſions were ſtill in 
agitation, and whoſe mind could not 
yet digeſt the incidents that occurred, 
embraced them all by turns; but, like 
the faithful needle, which, though 
ſhaken for an inſtant from it's poize, 
immediately regains it's true direction, 
and points invariably to the pole, he 
ſoon returned to his Monimia; again be 
held her in his arms ; again he drank 
inchantment from her eyes, and thus 
poured forth the effuſions of his ſoul. 
Can I then truſt the evidence of ſenſe ? 
And art thou really to my wiſn re- 
© ſtored ? Never, O never, did thy beau · 
„ty ſhine with ſuch bewitching gracy 
© as that which now confounds — 
© captivates my view! ſure there is ſome · 
thing more than mortal in thy looks 1 
© Where haſt thou lived ? Where bor- 
* rowed this perfection? Whence art 
4 
c 


thou now deſcended? Oh! 1 am all 


amazgment, joy, and fear | Thou wilt 
© hot leave me! no, wa mult not part 


+ again: by thiy warm Ritt, a thoviagd 
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times more ſoycet Than all the fragrance 
af the Eaft, we never more will — 
7 O this is rapture, extaſy, and what 

© lan can explain!“ 

Ia the midft of theſe ejaculations, he 
faviſhed a banquet from her glowing 
tips, that kindled in his heart a flame, 

ich euthed through every vein, and 

to his marrow : this was a privi- 
ege he had never claimed before, and 
how permitted as a recompence for all 
the penance he had ſuffered; neverthe- 
lefs, the cherks of Monimis, who was 
alrogether unaccuſtomed to ſuch fami- 
Harities, underwent a total ſuffuſion 
and Madam Clement diferoetly rolieved 
ker from the anxiety of her ſituation, 
* interfering in the diſcourſe, and ral- 
ying the count, upon his endeayours to 
monopolize ſuch z branch of happineſs. 
«Om my dear lady replied Renaldo, 
who by this time had, in ſome meaſure, 
FT his recolleQion, © forgive the 
wild tranſports of a fond lover, who 
© kath ſo unexpeRtedly retrieved the jew- 
„el of dis foul ! het, fur from within 
g to hoard up his treaſure, he means 

© Gmmunicate and Uffiiſe his omit 
< to all his friends. O my Monimia ! 
dow will the 3 bf this hour be 

* prbpagated! As yet thou BY 
* not all the wn mat js reſerved for 
© thy enjoyment : Hitanwhile, I long to 
© ſeurn by what contrivante this happy 
© interview hath been effected; ſtill am 
© I ignorant how I was tranſported i into 
© this apartment, from the lonely vault 
6 * which I TY over my T__ 


* * . ” 


CHAP. XXIX. 


Tut MYSTERY UNFOLDED. AN- 
- "OTHER RECOGNITION; WHICH, 
TT is TO'BE Hort, THE READER 
„n NOT FORESEE. . 


0 "HE y then explained ſpeech. 
. e m 5 of Wbt 8 


Genth, as a ſtratagem ſhe had concerted 
the clergyman and doctor, in or- 

der to defeat the pernicious defigns of 
who 72 * N to ſup- 


Port his falſe dint of 
would 

ound it very wg, wet to elude. 

| iyfician had 


Ma ir deſpaired of Monimia's life, 
it Was not til after ſhe herſelf wan 


mate 5chubinted with the prögnoſtjek, 
that ſhe wrote the letter to Renaldo, 
which ſhe committed to the care of Ma · 
dam Clement, with an earneſt i intreaty, 
that it mould not be ſent till after her 
deteaſe: but that lady believing the 
count had been certainly abuſed by his 


 treackerotis confident, difpatched the 


billet without the khowletige of Moni- 
— ——— health 2 — by and 
fatigab e care of the ician, an 
the ſage exhortations of 12 
by which ſhe was reconciled to ife. "Is 
3 the villainy of Fathom had in- 
— her with ſome faint hope that 
aldo might ſtill be innocent; and 
mat notion contributed not a little to 
her cure. 

The letter havin A. fo effeRually an- 
ſwered their warmeſt hopes, in bring- 
ing back Renaldo ſuch a pattern of con - 
fancy and love; the confederates, in 
_ vence of his enthofaſtick forrow, | 

had planned this meeting as the moſt in- 
ing way of reſtoring two yirttious 
overs to the arms of each other; for 
— urpoſe the good clergyman had 
upon his own E , and in- 
** with the uſe of the veſtry, 
now were preſemted with 

4 mal but ny * colla 

Meteilſe heard this ſuccinst detail 
with equal joy and admiration; he pour- 
ed forth the dictates of his gratituct to 
the preſervers of his h pineſs: This 
„church,“ faid he, Fn henceforth 
__ v4 a double ſfrare io . 

; this holy man will, 1 hope, fi 

c nim ide ble bote Ye ta dun, 
„ thoſe bands of our happineſs, 
ich nought bot death ſhall have 
power to unbind. Then turning to that 
25 which was the tar of his regard, 
o I not over- rate, ſaid he, my 

„ intereſt with the fair Mohimia? She 
=_ no verbal reply; but anfweret by 
yon glance, 7 — eloquent 

han the = mod of rhetorick and 
This lan which is uni- 
Ferſal in the le 75578 he perfectly 
well zunderſtood; and in token of that 
faculty, ſealed the aſſent which th: had 
ſmiled, with a iſs imprinted on her 

poliſhed forehead. 

In order to diſſipate thoſe intereſting 
ideas, which, by being too long induly- 
ed, might have endangered his reaſon, 
Madam Clement intreated him to en- 
terrain the. company with a detail of 
"what had Arora cne him in his 1aſt 


journey 


FFF on 6. a. 2 Ce 


mm Go oe < 


to the empire; and Monimia 


expreſſed a deſire of knowing, in parti- 


cular, the iſſue of his conteſt with Count 
Trebaſi, who, ſhe knew, had uſurped 
the ſucceſſion of his father. 

Thus ſolicited, he could not refuſe 
to gratify their curioſity and cogcern : 
he explained his obligations to the be- 
nevolent Jew; related the ſteps he had ta- 
ken at Vienna for the recovery of his 
inheritance; informed them of his hap- 
7 rencounter with his father-in-law; 
of his ſiſter's deliverance and marriage; 
of the danger into which his life had been 
precipitated by the news of Monimia's 

; and, laſtly, of his adventure 
with the banditti, in favour of a gen- 
tleman, who he afterwards underſtood 
had been robbed in the moſt baſe and 
barbarous manner by Fathom. He like- 
wile, to the aſtoniſhment of all preſent, 
and of his miſtreſs in particular, com- 
municated ſome circumſtances, which 
ſhall appear in due ſeaſon. 

Manimia's tender frame being quite 
fatigued with the ſcene the bad acted, 
and her mind overwhelmed with the 

ſperous tidings ſhe had heard, after 
— joined the congratulations of the 
company, on the good fortune of her 
Renaldo, begged leave to retire, that ſhe 
might by repoſe recruit her exhauſted 

irits z and the night being pretty far 
t, ſhe was conducted by her lover 
to Madam Clement's coach, that ſtood 
in waiting, in which allo the reſt of the 
company made ſhift to embark, and 
were carried to the houſe of that good 
lady; where, after they were invited to 
dine, and Melville intreated to bring 
Don Diego and the Je along with them, 
they took leave of one another, and re - 
tired to their reſpective lodgings in a 
tranſport of joy and ſatis faction. 

As for Renaldo, his rapture was ſtill 
mixed with apprehenſion, that all he had 
ſeen and heard was no more than an 
unſubſtantial viſion, rajled by ſome gay 

lirium of a difordered imagination. 
Whüe his breaſt underwent thoſe vio- 
lent, though bliſsful emotions of joy and 

admiration, his friend the Cattilian ſpent 
the night in ruminating over his own 
calamities, and in a ſerious and ſevere 
review of his own. conduct. He com- 
pared his own behaviour with that of 


the young ä bimſelf 
c 


ſs light in the feale, that be Gnote his 
breait with violence, exclaiming in an 
agony of remotſe. | | 
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Count Melville has reaſon to grieve, 
© Don Diego to deſpair; his mis for · 


kind, mine are the fruit of my own 
madneſs ; he laments the loſs of a. 
miſtreſs, who fell a ſacrifice to the 
perfidious arts of a crafty traitor; ſhe 
was beautiful, virtuous, accompliſhed, 
and affeRionate ; he was fra with 
ſeahbility and love. Doubtlefs, his 
heart mult have deeply ſoffered ; his 
behaviour denotes the keenneſs of his 
woe; his eyes are ever flowing foun- 
tains of tears; bis boſom the babita- 
tion of fighs; five hundred leagues 
hath he meaſured in a pilgrimage to 
her tomb; nightly he * the dreary 
vault where ſhe now lies at reſt; her 
ſolitary grave is his couch; he con- 
verſes with darkneſs and the dead, 
until each lonely aiſle re-echoes his diſ- 
treſs. What would be bis penance, 
bad he my cauſe? were he canſcious 
of having murdeted a beloved wife and 
darlingdaughter! Ah,wretch! ah, cruel 
hamicide ! what had thoſe dear vic- 
tims dane to merit ſuch a fate? Were 
they not ever gentle and obedient, 
ever aiming to give thee ſatisfaction 
and delight! Say, that Serafina was 
enamoured of a peaſant ; ſay, that ſhe 
had degenerated from the bongur of 
her race: the inclinations are inyo- 
Juntary ; perhaps that ſtranger was her 
equal in pedigree and worth. Had 
they been tairly queſtioned, they might 
have juſtified, at leaſt excuſed, that con · 
duct which appeared ſo criminal; or 
had they ned the offence, and ſup» 
plicated pardon : Oh, barbarous mou- 
iter that Lam! was all the huſband, 
was ail the father extinguiſhed in my 
heart? How ſhall my on errors be 
forgiven, if I refuſe topardan the frail- 
ties of my own blood; of thoſe who 
are moſt, dear to my affeRion! Vet 
nature pleaded ſtrongly in their be- 
half! my heart was burſting while 4 
diſmiſſed them to the ſhades of death. 
— 
guided by that ſavage principle w 
talſely we call honour: accugſed phan- 
tam! that aſſumes the ſpecrous title, 
and wiſleade our wretched nation! Is 
it / then honourable to ſculk like an af- 
ſaſſin, aud the ſecret dagger in 
the. heart. of ſome unhappy. man, who 
hath incurred my-groundleſs jealouſy 
or 7 — without 1 * hun 
with that opportunity which the worſt 
Cc 12 « criminal 


* 


tunes flow from the villainy of man- 
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eriminal enjoys? or is it honourable 


to poiſon two defenceleſs women, a 


f tender wife, an amiable daughter, 
5 whom even a frown would almoſt have 
* deftroyed! Oh, this is cowardice, 
«* brutality, hell. born fury and revenge! 
© Heaven hath not mercy to forgive ſuch 
b execrable guilt. Who gave thee power, 
$ — 1 ruſtian, over the lives of 
© thaſe whom God hath ſtationed as thy 
* fellows of probation; over thoſe whom 
© he had ſent to comfort and aſſiſt thee ; 
© to ſweetey all thy cares, and ſmooth 
the rough uneven paths of life? Oh, 
I am doomed to never · ceaſing horror 
and remorſe! If miſery can atone for 
« ſuch enormous guilt, I have felt it in 
ce extreme like an undying vulture, 


it preys upon my heart z to forrow 1 


+ am wedded; I hug that teeming con- 

* ſort to my ſoul ; never, ahl never ſhalt 

+ we part; for ſoon as my fame ſhall 

© ſhine unclouded by the charge of trea- 

0 ſon that now hangs over it, I will de- 

vote myſelf to penitence and woe; a 

© cold, damp pavement ſhall be my bed, 

c raiment ſhall be ſackcloth, the 

| fields ſhall furniſh herbage for my food, 

* the ſtream ſhall quench my thirſt, the 

5 minutes ſhall be numbered by my 

b , the night be privy to my 

5 ftrains of ſorrow, till Heaven, in pity 

: to my ſufferings, — me — the 

penance I endure— perhaps the ſaints 

3 whom I have murdered will intercede 

+ for my remiſſion.” * . 

Sue was the exerciſe of grief in which 
hapleſs Caſtilian conſumed the night; 
had” not yet conſigned himſelf to 

reſt, when Renaldo entering his cham- 

ber, diſplayed ſuch a gleam of wildnets 
and rapture in his countenance, as over- 
whelmed him with amazement ; for, till 

that moment, be had never feen his vi- 

Yage unobſcured with woe. Pardon 

* thivabrupt intruſion, my friend, cried 


yes * I'could'no longer withold 
from your participation the great, the 
« turn, Which hath this night 


dilpelled all my forrows, and reftored 
+ me to the ſruition of ineffable joy. 
1 Monimit lives l the fair, the tender, 
tte vjrtuous Monimia lives, andſmiles 
upon my vos! This night I retrieved 
« hef from the grave i held her in thefs 
* arms;' I p her warm; delicious 


* pe wine? O, Jo gy within: 


ſeemed to u 
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effect of a diſordered brain: he never 
doubted that Renaldo's grief had. af 
length overpowered his reaſon, and that 
his words werethe effe& of mere frenzy. 
While he muſed on this melancholy fad. 
ject, the count compoſed his features; 
and, in a ſuccin& and well - connected 
detail, explained the whole myſtery of 
his happineſs, to the inexpreſſible aſto- 
niſhment of the Spaniard, who ſhed tears 
of ſatisfaction, and ſtraining the Hun- 
garian to his breaſt, « O my fon!” ſaid 
he, © you ſee what recompence Heaven 
hath in ſtore for thoſe who purſue the 
paths of real virtue; thoſe paths from 
© which I myſelf have been fatally miſ- 
© led by a faithleſs vapour, which hath 
* ſeduced my ſteps, and left me dark · 
* ling in the abyſs of wretchednefs. 
* Such as you deſcribe this happy fair, 
* was once my Serafina, rich in every 
grace of mind and body which nature 
* could beftow. Had it pleaſed Heaven 
© to bleſs her with a lover like Renaldo 
but no more, the irrevocable ſhaft is 
« fled; I will not taint your enjoyment 
with my unavailing fighs!' 

Melville aſſured this diſconſolate fa- 
ther, that no pleaſure, no avocation, 
ſhould ever ſo entirely ingrofs his mind, 
but that he ſhould ſtill find an hour for 
ſympathy and friendſhip : he communi -. 
cated the invitation of Madam Clement, 
and infilted upon his compliance, that 
he might have an q__—_— of ſeeing 
and approving the object of his paſſion. 
«* I canre ofe nothing to the requelt of 
Count De Melville, replied the Spa- 
niard, and it were ungrateful in me to 
+ decline the honour you .propoſe. I 
oven myſelf inflamed with a deſire of 
© beholding a young lady, whoſe per- 
* feftions I have ſeen reflected in your 
fſorrow my curioſity is, moreover, 
* :interefted on account of that humane 
s gentlewoman, whoſe uncommon-ge- 
5 nerofity ſheltered ſuch virtue in diſtreſs; 
but my diſpoſition is infectious, and 

© will, Lam afraid, hang like a damp up- 
© on the general feſtivity of your friends. 
' Melville would take no denial; and, 
having obtained his conſent, repaired to 
the houſt of Joſhua, hole countenance 
gradually, into a total 
n of joy and ſurprize, as he 
learned the cireumftances of this amaz- 


ing event: he faithfully promiſed to at- 
tend the count at the appointed hour, 
and in the mean time earneſtly exhorted 


him to take ſome repoſe, in order to 


qu ie! 


jet the agitation of his ſpirits, which 
muſt have been violently hurried on this 
occaſion. The advice was ſalutary, and 
Renaldo reſolved to follow it. | 
He returned to his lodgings, and laid 
himſelf down; but, notwithſtanding the 
fatigue he had undergone, ſleep retuſed 
to viſit his eyelids, all his faculties being 
kept in motion by the ideas that croud- 
ed ſo faſt upon bis imagination : never - 
theleſs, thongh his mind continued in 
agitation, his body was ryreſhed, and 
he aroſe in the forenoon with more ſere- 
nity and vigour than he had enjoyed for 
many months z every moment his heart 
throbbed with new rapture, when he 
found himſelf on the brink of poſſeſſing 
all that his ſoul held dear and amiable, 
He put on his gayelt looks and apparel ; 
intiſted upon the Caſtilian's doing the 
ſame honour to the occaſion ; and the al- 
teration of dreſs produced ſuch an advan- 
tageous change in the appearance of 
Don Diego, that when Joſhua arrived 
at the appointed hour, he could ſcarre 
recognize his features, and compliment- 
ed him very politely on the improvement 
of his looks. g 
True it is, the Spaniard was a per- 
ſonage of a very prepoſſeſſing mien, and 
noble deportment; and had not grief, 
by increaſing his native gravity, in ſome 
meaſure diſcompoſed the ſymmetry of 
his countenance, he would have paſſed 
for à man of a very amiable and engage 
ing phyſiognomy. They ſet out in 
Jew's coach for the houſe of Madam 
Clement, and were uſhered into an a- 
nt, where they fuund the clergy- 
man and phytician with that lady, to 
whom Don Diegoand the Hebrew were 
by Melville introduced. 5 . 
Before they had feated themſelves, 
Renaldo enquired about the health of 
Monimia, and was directed to the next 
room by Madam Clement, who per- 
mitted him to go thither, and conduct 
her to the company. He. was not flow 
in availing himſelf of this permiſſion : 
he diſappeared in an inſtant z and, dur- 
ing his ſhort abſence, Don Diego was 
ſtrangely difturbed ; the blood fluſhed, 
and-foriook his cheeks by turns; a cold 
vapour ſeemed to ſhiver through his 
nerves; and at his breaſt he felt uncom- 


his diſcompoſure, and kindly en · 
quired into the cauſe ; when he replied, 
I have ſuch an intereſt in what con- 
# cerns the Count De Melville, and my 
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imagination is ſo much ö 
« with the perfections of Monimia, tha 
1 am, as it were, agonized with ex- 
c pr yet never did my curioſity 
before raiſe ſuch tumults as thoſe that 
© now agitate my boſom !” 

He had ſcarce pronounced theſe 
words, when the door re-opening, Re- 
naldo led in this mirror of elegance and 
beauty, at fight of whom the Lſraclite's 
countenance was diftorted into a ftare of 
admiration, But if ſuch was the aſto- 
riſhment of Joſhua, what were the emo- 
tions of the Caſtilianz when, in the beau- 
teous orphan, he beheld the individual 
features of his long-loſt Serafiina 1 

His feelings are not to be deſcribed ; 
the fond parent, whoſe affection ſhoots 
even to a ſenſe of pain, feels not half 
ſuch tranſport, when be unex 
retrieves a darling. child from the en- 
gulphing billows or devouring flame. 
The hope of Zelos had been totally ex - 
tinguiſhed; his heart had been inceſſant - 
ly torn with anguiſh and remorſe, up- 
braiding him as the murderer of Sera- 
fina. His, therefore, were the additional 
tranſports of a father diſburdened of 
the guilt of ſuch enormous homicide. 
His nerves were too much overpowered 
by this ſudden recognition, to manifeſt 
the ſenſation of his ſoul by external 
ſigns. He ſtarted not, nor did he 
litt an hand in token of ſurprize; he 
moved not from the ſpot on which he 
ſiood ; but, rivetting his eyes to thoſe 
of the lovely phantom, remained - with= 
out motion, until ſhe, approaching with 
ber lover, fell at his feet, and claſpi 
his knees, exclaimed, * May I yet 
« you father? _ 


'This powerful ſhock arrouzed his 


faculties; a, cold ſweat bedewed his 
forehead; his knees began to totter; 
he dropped upon the floor, and throwing 
his arms around her, cried, O nature! 
O Seratna! Merciful Providence! thy 
ways are palt finding out. So ſay- 
ing, he fell upon her neck, and wept 
aloud; the tears of ſympathetick joy 
trickled dowu her ſnowy boſom, that 
heaved with rapture inexpreſſible. Re- 
naldo's eyes poured forth the briny 
ſtream; the cheeks of Madam Clement 
were not dry in this conjuncture; ſhe 


kneeled by Serafina, kiſſed her with all © 


the eagerneſs of maternal affection, and 
with uplifted hands adored the Power 
that pre-ordained this blefſed event; the 
cleygyman and doctor intimately ſhared 

the 
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the general tranſport; and as for Joſhua 
the drops of true benevolence flowed 
from his like the oil on Aaron's 


beard, while he {ki about the room 
in an aukward extafy, and in a voice 
reſembling the hoarſe notes of the long- 
earcd tribe, cried, © © father Abraham! 
© fuch a moving ſcene hath not been 
© afted fince Joſeph diſcloſed himſelf un- 
to his brethren in Egypt?” 

Don Diego having found utterance to 
his paſſion, in this ftrain, 
«O! —— thee thus 
© again, our laſt unhappy parting, 
+ is wonderful | miraculous! Bleſſed 
© bethe all- , Almighty Power, that 
6 — nyt 6a joy! Yet 
* while my heart yearns towards thee ; 
ile I pant with inconceivable af- 
508, and thus review theſe living 
which were ſo op» * ſtudy 
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to miſery nl 
ever — aber ſhe re- 
© if to ſee your Serafina at your 
ing with filial love and ve- 
impart 2 gleam of fatis- 
&, enjoy that plea- 
her now reſtored to 
and paternal will, 
more will diſobey. 
en thought to 
another parent 15 2 
had been compleat z 
y paid her debt to 
the ſeats of bliſs 
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interrupting her, ſhe is then at 
1 Peace be to her unſpotted ſoul; 
* to have found her hers had been too 


much. How my Serafina hath ſurvived 


my blindfold rage, I know not; but 
« ſurethe guilt of fair Antonia's death 


« fall my ſoul !* 
* — Fatal thought,” faid 
my motherquietly bade adieu 
to life in England : the peaceably ex- 
* pired within theſe arms, and with her 
« breath -prayed for her © hapleſs 
huſband. mind was ever god - 
« like,” he reſumed, * ſhe was à ſaint in 
virtue, ill beſtowed on ſuch a wretch 
* as me! yet thy words have razed a 
« dreadful burden from my conſcience; 
« I aim not then the dire aſſaſſin, who 
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© ſacrificed his wife and daughter to an. 
© infernal motive, falſely titied honour ? 

© though I am more and more involved 

in a myſteiy, which I long to hear. 
© explained,” 

That ſhall be my taſk,” cried Re- 
naldo; * but firſt permit me to implore 
your ſanction to my paſſion for the in- 
comparable Serafina. You already 
* know our mutual ſentiments; and 
though 1 own the poſſeſſion of ſuch 
© incftimab'y worth and beauty would 
© be a recompence that infinitely tran - 
ſcends the merit I can plead, yet as it 
* hath been my good fortune to. inſpire 
© her with a mutual flame, I hope to 
* reap from your indulgence, what I 
could not expect from my on de- 
© ſert; and here we preſent ourſelves, in 
© hope of your paternal aſſent and be- 
© nediftion.” ; 

Were ſhe more fair, and good, and 
gentle than ſhe is, anſwered the Caſti- 
lian, (and to my partial obſervation, 
© nought cer appeared on earth more 
© beauteous and engaging) I would ap- 
prove your title to her heart, and 
recommend you to her ſmiles, with 
© all a father's influence and power— 
yes, my daughter! my joy on this 
©* occaſion is infinitely augmented. by 
© the knowledge of thoſe tender ties of 


love, that bind thee to this amiable 


youth; a youth! to whoſe uncommon 
. and generoſity I owe my life 
© and my ſubſiſtence, together with the 
* inexprefſible delight that now revels 
in my boſom !— Enjoy, my children, 
the y fruits of your reciproca} 
* attachment. May Heaven, which 
© hath graciouſly conducted you through 
© a labyrinth of perplexity and woe, to 
* this tranſporting view of bliſsful days, 
* indulge you with that uninterrupted 
«* ſtream of pure felicity, which is the 
hope, and ought to be the boon, of vir- 
© tue ſuch as yours! 1 1 K 

So ſaying, he joined their bands, and 
embraced them with the moſt cordial 
love and ſatisfaction ; which diffuſed 
itlelf to every individual: of the com- 
pany, who fervently invoked the Al- 
mighty Power in behalf of this enrap- 
tured pair. The tumult of theſe emo- 
tions having a little ſubſided, and the 


- Caſtilian being ſeated between Renaido 


and his beauteous bride, he politely-be- 
ſpoke the — — of Madam Cle- 
ment, begging would permit him to 
demand the performance of the court's 


promiſe, 


miſe, that he might be forthwith 

de acquainted | with thoſe circum- 
Nances of his don fate, Which he was 
fo impatient to learn. 

The lady having aſſured him, that 
the and all the company would take 
pleaſure in hearing the recapitulation, 
the Spaniard, addreffing himſelf to Mel- 
ville, In the name of Heaven, ſaid 
he, © how could you ſupplant that rival, 


who fell a ſacrifice to my reſentment, 


< after he had bewitched the heart of 
© Serafina ? for ſure the affection he had 
© kindled in her breaſt, muſt have long 
© ſurvived his death.'— That rival, 
replied the count, who incurred your 
© diſpleaſure, was no other than Re- 
* naldo.* With theſe words, he ap- 
plied to one my a patch of black hk 
vided for the porpoſe, and turning 
is face towards Don Diego, that gen- 
tleman ſtarted with aſtoniſliment, cry- 
ing, Good Heaven! the very conn- 
* tenance of Orlando, whom I. flew ! 
© this is ſtill more amazing.” 


 *"A KETROSPECTIVE LINK, NECESSA- 


" "RY FOR THE CONCATENATTON 
OF THESE MEMOIRS. 


* YNDULGE me with a patient 
1 besring, ed the Hunga- 
tian, and ali thele riddles ſoon will 
de explained. Iaflamed with the 
© deſire of ſeeing foreign countries, I 


"© difobeyed the will of an indulgent fa- 


ther, 
© privately, I ſet out for Italy, in di 


m whoſe houſe 22 


© guiſe, by the way of Tyrol, vifited Ve- 
nice, Rome, Florence, andembarkin 


at Naples, in an Engliſh ſhip, arriv 


© at St. Lucar, from hence I repaired 


to Seville; there, in à few days, was 


'© the fair Serafina, 


* my curioſity 9 — — of 


© ed the moſt accompliſhed beauty in 


1 that part of Spain.—Nay, bluſh not, 


gentle creature! for, by my hopes of 
© heaven, thy charms were even in- 
© jured by the cold applauſe of that re- 
« joe Nevertheleſs, I was) warml 


© thtereſted by the uncommon charaRer, 


© and ly lo 


to ſee this pattern 


« of perde. As Don Diego did not 
train her up in that reſtraint to which 
the Spaniſh ladies are ſubjected, I bon 
found an opportunity of ſeeing dex at 
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church; and no here preſent 
will, I preſume; doubt that I was in- 
© ftantly captivated by her beauty and 
© deportment. Had I thought that Don 
© Diego's favour was Une e, — 
„ haps'IT ſhould have fol! the dic- 
©. tates of yanity and experience, and 
© preſented myſelf in my own charac- 
© ter, among the croud of her profeſſed 
© admirers. I knew her father had been 
© an officer of diſtinguiſhed rank and 
© reputation, and did not doubt that he 
would have regarded à young foldier 
© of unexceptionable pedigree, and I 
© willeven add, of untainted fame; nor 
did I fuppoſe my own father could 
© have objeRted againſt ſuch an advan- 
tageous match; but, by dint of in- 
© dulitiovs enquiry, I learned, that the 
divine Serafina was already betrothed 
© to Don Manuel De Mendeza, and 
-© this information overwhelmed me with 
© deſpair, wo: 
«. After having tevolved a thouſand 
projects for retarding and preventing 
that deteſted union, I reſolved to avail 
\* myſelf of my talent for drawing, and 
, profefled — a maſter of that ſeĩ - 
ence, in being em ; 
a = _ of i e 
et flip no opportunity of TI 
© his daughter's — . 
ingly, I had the good fortune to at - 
tract his notice, was invited to his 
*- houſe, honoured with his approbation, 
and forniſhed with unreſtricted oppor- 


© tunities of | with the dear 
objekt of my love. The paſſion which 
© Her denvty had kindled, was, by the 


5 -perfeRions of her mind, inflamed to 
ſuch a degree of tranſport, ay could 
not be concealed From her jon. 
She chanced to reliſh my conyerfation ; 
I gradually acquired her friendſhip ; 
pity was the next paſſion that the en- 
© tertained in my favour. I then ven- 
l was to diſclofe myſelf, and the dear 
© charmer did not diſapprove of m 
© fumption. She — her — 42 
© been perplexed with ſome religious 
© {cruples, concerning which they ap- 
pealed to my opinion ; and I was happy 
enough to ſet their minds at eaſe. 
| © This fort of intertourſe naturally 
© created a mutual confidence among us; 
and, in a word, I was bleſſed with 
© the daughter's love #nd mother's ap- 
* probation. Don Diego will pardon 
© thoſe clandeſtine meafures which we 
© 'took, from à full perſuaſion, that it 
* was 
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© was impoſſible = ater View yough- 
arts 


tous to the views in which our 
* and hands were ſo deeply intereſted : 
1 did not then know how little he was 
addicted to ſuperſtition. N 
* Without entering into a detail of 
the ſchemes we to delay the 
© happineſs of Mendoza, I ſhall only 
© obſerve, that knowing the fatal day 
« was at length unalterably fixed, we 
determined to elude the purpoſe of 
Don Diego by flight, and every thing 
« was actually for our eſcape. 
When the hour of appointment arriv- 
© ed, I repaired to the place at which I 
« had ſed to enter the houſe, and 
4 fumbled in the dark over the body 
* of a man ftill warm and bleeding. 
« Alarmed at this occurrence, I darted 
« myſelf through the window, and ruſh- 
* ing to the apartment of the ladies, 
6 — — onanl) Deheg the peerleſs 
« „and her virtuous mother, 
«* ftretched on 2 couch, and in all ap- 
* pearance deprived of life. ; 
© The company will eafily conceive 
* what agomes I Fel at ſuch a ſpectacle. 
© I ran towards the ſpot in a tranſport 
* of horror! I claſped my lovely miſ- 
© treſs in my arms, and finding her ſtill 
breathing, endeavoured, but in vain, 
* to wake ker from the trance z Anto- 
© nia was overwhelmed 2 the (ame 
« letbargick power. My fancy was im- 
8 ——— —. with he dh eng 
© of their being poiſoned, ardleſs 
« of my own jon, I alarmed the 
« family, called for aſſiſtance, and re- 
6 d the fervants to ſummon Don 
Diego to the diſmal ſcene, I was in- 
« formed, that their maſter had rode 
forth in manifeſt confuſion 5 and 
« while I pondered on this ſurprizing 
« excurſion, an apothecary in the neigh- 
© bourhood entered the chamber, and 
©* baving examined the pulſes of ihe la- 
© dies, declared their lives were in no 
danger; and adviſed that they ſhould 
de undrefied and conveyed to bed. 
© While their women were buſied in this 


© employment, I went into the court- 


« yard, attended by ſome of the ſervants 
« with lights, in order to view the body 
of the man which I had found at my 


* arrival, His apparel was mean, his 


© countenance ferocious, a long ſpado 
© was buckled to his thigh, _ in his 
belt were {tuck a brace of loaded piſ- 


c tols; fo that we concluded he was 


* ſorne thief, who had waited for an op- 
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© portunity, and ſeeing the cafement 
© open, intended to rob the houſe, but 
6 N and ſlain by Don Diego 
© himſelf, whoſe retreat, however, did 
not a little confound our conjecture. 
For my own part, I remained all night 
in the houſe, tortured with fear, vex- 

ation, and ſuſpence. | 
My hope was altogether diſappoint- 
ed by this unhappy accident, and 1 
ſhuddered at the proſpect of loſing Se- 
rafina for ever, either by this mytteri- 
ous malady, or by her marriage with 
Mendoza, which I now deſpaired of 
being able to defeat. The major-domo 
having waited feveral hours for his 
lord's return, without ſeeing him ap- 
pear, thought proper to diſpatch a meſ- 
ſenger to Don Manuel, with an account 
of what had happened; and that no- 
bleman arriving in the morning, took 
poſſeſſion of the houſe. About four 
o'clock in the afternoon, Serafina be- 
gan to ſtir, and at five ſhe and her 

mother were perfectly awake, 

They no ſooner recovered the uſe 
of reflection, than they gave ſigns of 
equal ſorrow and amazement, and ear- 
neſtly called for Iſabella, who was 
privy to our deſign, and who, after a 
very minute enquiry, was found in a 
lone and ſolitary chamber, where ſhe 
had been confined. Such was thecon- 
fuſion of the houſe, that no perton ever 
dreamed of aſking how I bad entered; 
each domeſtick, in all probability, 
ſuppoſing that I had been introduced 
by his fellow: fo that I tarried un- 
pong on pretence of concern for 
diftreſs of a family, in which I bad 
been ſo generouſly entertained; and 
by Liabella lent my reſpects and duty 
to her ladies; ſhe was therefore not a 
little ſurprized, when, after every other 
ſervant had withdrawn, ſhe heard the 
lovely Serafina exclaim, with all the 
violence of grief, Ah, Iſabella 
Orlando is no more! but their aſto- 
© niſhment was til] greater, When ſhe 
* aſſured them of my being alive, and 
in the honſe. They recounted to her 
the adventure of Jait night, which the 
explained by informing them of the 
letters which Don Diego had inter- 
cepted ; and they immediately con- 
cluded, that he had, in the precipita- 
tion of his wrath, killed, by millake, 
the perſon who was found dead in the 
court yard. This conjecture alarm - 
ing them on my account, they, by the 
; medium 
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ſence and retreat. 
drid, impeached you to the ſecretary 


medium of Iſabella, conjured me to 


leave the houſe, leſt Don Diego ſhould 


return, and accompliſh his reſentment; 
and I as perſuaded to withdraw, af- 
ter I had ſettled the channel of a cor- 
reſpondence with the confidante. 

© Being now obliged to alter our mea- 
ſures, becauſe our former intention 
was diſcovered by Don Diego, I ſe- 


cured a retreat for Serafina and her 


mother, at the houſe of the Engliſh 
conſul in Seville, who was my par- 
ticular friend ; and, next day, under- 
ſtanding from Iſabella, that her lord 
had not yet re-appeared, and that Don 
Manuet was very urgent in his ad- 
drefies, we concerted an aſſignation 
in the garden; and that ſame evening 
I was fortunate enough to convey my 
prize to the aſylum I had prepared for 
their reception. Inexpreſſible was the 
rage of Mendoza, when he heard of 
their elopement: he raved like one 
depri ved of reaſon; ſwore he would put 
all the ſervants of the family to the 
rack; and, in conſequence of the in- 
telligence he obtained by threats and 
promiſes, ſet on foot a very ſtrict en- 
quiry, in order to apprehend the fugi- 
tives and Orlando, who had, by ſome 
means or other, incurred his ſuſpicion. 
We eluded his ſearch by the vigi- 
lance and caution of our kind hott; 
and while we remained in coneeal - 
ment, were extremely aſtoniſhed to 
hear, that the unfortunate Don Diego 
was proclaimed a traitor, and a price 
ſet upon his head. This information 
overwhelmed us all with the utmoſt af- 


fliftion. Antonia lamenred, without 


ceaſing, the diſgrace of her beloved 


lord, from whom ſhe never would 


have withdrawn herſelf, but with the 
lively hope of a reconciliation, after 
the firſt tranſports of his ire ſhould 
have ſubſidled, and the real character 


of Orlando ſhouid have appeared: it 


was not long before we had reaſon to 
believe, that Mendoza was the ac- 
cuſer of Don Diego. 

© Nay, ſtart not, Signior; Manuel 
was actually that traitor ; this was the 
turn of his revenge; when he found 
himſelf diſappointed in the hope of 
poſicfling the incomparable Serafina, 
he took a baſe advantage of your ab- 
He poſted to Ma- 


of (tate, of having maintained a cri- 
minal correſpondence with the enemies 
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of Spain, included me in his aceu- 
ſation, as a ſpy for the houſe of Au- 
ſtria, and framed ſuch a plauſible 
tale from the circumſtances of your 
diſtreſs, that Don Diego was outlaw- 
ed, and Mendoza gratified with a 
grant of his eſtate. | 
© Theſe melancholy incidents made 
a deep impreſſion upon the mind of 
the virtuous Antonia; who, waving 
every other conſideration, would have 
perſonally appeared for the vindica- 
tion of her huſband's honour, had not 
we difſvaded her from ſuch a raſh 
undertaking, by demonſtrating her 
inability to contend with ſuch apow= 
erful antagoniſt, and repreſenting 
that her appearance would be infalli- 
bly attended with the ruin of Serafi- 
na, who would certainly fall into the 
hands of the villain to whom ſhe had 
been contraſted. We exhorted her 
to wait patiently for ſome happy re- 
volution of fortune, and encouraged 
her with the hope of Don Diego's 
exerting himſelf effectually in his 
own defence. 

* Meanwhile, our worthy landlord 
was ſuddenly cut off by death; and 
his widow being reſolved to retire in- 
to her own country, we ſecretly em- 
barked in the ſame ſhip, and arrived 
in England about eighteen months 
ago. Antonia ſtill continued to pine 
over the ruin of her houſe; as ſhe 


could hear no tidings of Don Diego, 


ſhe concluded he was dead, and 
mourned with unabating ſorrow. In 
vain I aſſured her that ſoon as my 
own affairs ſhould be adjuſted, L 
would exert my whole endeavours to 
find ard ſuccour him. She could 
not imagine that a man of his ſpirit 
and diſpoſition would live fo long in 
obſcurity; and her affliction derived 
new force from the death of the con- 
ſul's widow, with whom ſhe had 
lived in the moſt unbounded intimacy 
and friendſhip. From that day her 
health evidently declined : ſhe fore- 
ſaw her diſſolution and comforted her- 
ſelf with the hope of ſeeing her huſ- 
band and her friend, in a place where 
no treachery is felt, and no ſorrow is 
known; confident of my integrity, 
and the purity of my love, ſhe, in 
the molt pathetick terms, recommend= 
ed Serafina to my care. 
© Ha! weepeſt thou, fair excellence, 
at the remembrance of that tender 
ſcene 
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© ſcene, when the good Antonia, on 
the bed of death, joined thy ſoft hand 
© to mine, and ſaid, „Renaldo, I be- 
% queath this orphan to your love; it 
« is a facred pledge, which, if you 
« cheriſh with duc honour and regard, 
* internal peace and happineſs will 
„ ever {mile within your boſom ; but if 
© you treat it with indifference, diſho- 
« nour, or negle&, juſt Heaven will 
« puniſh your breach of truſt with 
« everlaſting diſappointments and diſ- 
% quiet. 

© Signior Don Diego, I ſee you are 
* moved, and therefore will not dwell 
on ſuch diſtreſsful circumſtances. 
The excellent Antonia exchanged this 


'© life for a more happy ſtate; and fo 


* exquiſite was the ſorrow of the ten- 


der- hearted Serafina, as to torture 


me with the apprehenſion that the 
* would not long ſurvive her pious 
© mother. How I obeyed the injunc- 
tions of that departing ſaint, Moni- 
mia (for that name ſhe now aſſumed) 
can teſtify, until that artful ſerpent, 
* Fathom, glided into our mutual con- 
* kdence, abuſed our cars, poiſoned 
© our unſuſpecting faith, and effected 
that fatal breach, productive of all 


- © the miſery and vexation winch we 


© have ſuffered, and which is now o 
* happily expelled.” 

Heaven, ſaid the Caſtilian, © hath 
© viſited me for the fins and errors of 
* my youth; yet, ſuch mercy hath 
been mingled with it's chaſtiſements, 
I dare not murmur or repine. The 
tears of penitence and ſorrow ſhall 
water my Aatonia's grave; as for 
Mendoza, I rejoice at his treachery, 
by which the obligatioa of my pro- 
miſe is cancelled, and my honour 
fully acquitted. He ſhall not triumph 
© in his guilt: my ſervices, my cha- 
* rater, and innocence, ſhall ſoon con- 
front his perfidy, and, I hope, defeat 
his intereſt, The king is juſt and 
© gracious, nor is my family and name 
© unknown.” 

Here the Jew interpoſing, preiented to 
him a lettei from a perſon of conſequence 
at Madrid, whom Joſhua had intereſted 
in the cauſe of Don Diego; that noble- 
man had already found means to repre- 


ſent the caſe of Zelos to his majeſty, 
who had actually ordered Don Manuel 


to be confined, until the injured perſon 
ſhould appear to juſtify himſelf, and 
proſecute his acculer according to the 


terms of law: at the ſame time Don 
Diego was ſummoned to preſent him- 
ſelf before the king within a limited time, 
to anſwer to the charge which Mendoza 
had brought againſt him. 

The Spaniard's heart overflowed with 
gratitude and joy, when he read this in- 
timation; he embraced the Jew; who, 
before Zelos could give utterance to his 
thoughts, told him that the Spaniſh am- 
baſſador at London, having been pre- 
poſſeſſed in his favour, craved the ho- 
nour of ſeeing Don Diego; and that he, 
Joſhua, was ready to conduct them to 
the houſe. 

Then is my heart at reſt !* cried the 
Caſtilian; the houſe of Zelos once more 
« ſhall lift up it's head. I ſhall again 
* reviſit my native country with ho- 
© nour, and abaſe the villain who hath 
ſoiled my fame !--0 my children! thus 
© day is replete with ſuch joy and ſatis- 
„faction, as I did not think had been 
in the power of Heaven to grant, with 
out the interpoſition of a miracle! To 
© you, Renaldo; to you, illuſtrious lady; 
* and to theſe worthy gentlemen, am I 
* indebted Yor the reſtoration of that for 
* which alone I wiſh to live, and when 
my heart ceaſes to retain the obliga- 
« tion, may I forfeit the name of a Ca- 
* {tilian, and ſcorn and diſhonour be 
my portion! 

Perhaps all Europe could not produce 
another company fo happy as that which 
now fat down to dinner in the houſe of 
Madam Clement, whoſe own benevo- 
lent heart wes peculiarly adapted for 
ſuch enjoyment. The lovers feaſted their 
eyes more than their appetite, by a ten- 
der intercourle of glances, which need- 
ed not the flow interpretation of ſpeech; 
while the Spaniard regarded them al- 
ternately with looks of wonder and pa- 
ternal joy, and every individual ſur- 
veyed the all-deſerving pair with admi- 
ration and eſteem. 

Serafina taking the advantage of this 
general ſatisfaCtion, when the heart, ſoft- 
ened into complacency, depoſits every 
violent thought: © I mutt now, ſaid ſhe, 
* try my intereſt with Renaldo: the 
* good company ſhall bear witneſs to 
my triumph or repulſe. I do not aſk 
© you to forgive, but to withold your 
© vengeance ; 5 the wretched Fathom. 
© His fraud, ingratitude, and villainy, 
© are, I believe, unrivalled ; yet his baſe 
* deſigns have been defeated z and Hea- 
* ven perhaps hath made him the invo- 

6 Juntary 


© Juntary inftrument for bringing our 
conſtancy and virtue to the teſt. Be- 
ſides, his perfidy is already puniſhed 
with the laſt degree of human miſery 
and diſgrace: the doctor, who has 
traced him in all his conduct and 
viciſſitudes of fortune, will draw a 
picture of his preſent wretchedneſs, 
which, I doubt not, will move your 
compaſſion, as it hath already excited 
mine.“ The generous hoſteſs was ready 
to enforce this charitable propoſal, with 
all her eloquence, when Melville, with 
a look that well expreſſed his magna- 
nimity of love, replied, * Such a boon 
© becomes the gentle Serafina. O! every 
© moment furniſhes me with freſh matter 
«© to admire the virtues of thy foul: if 
© thou, whoſe tender heart hath been ſo 
© rent with miſery and anguiſh, canſt 
© intercede for thy tormentor, who now 
© ſuffers in his turn, ſhall I refuſe to 
© 'pardon the miſerable wretch! no, let 
© me glory in imitating the great exam- 
« ple, and ſolicit Don Diego in behalf 
5 of the ſame milcreant, whole perfidious 
© barbarity coſt him ſuch _ intolerable 
%. - Enough, cried the Caſtilian, 
I have diſclaimed the vindictive prin- 
ciples of a Spaniard ; and leave the 
miſerable object to the ſting of his own 
conſcience, which ſoon or late, will 
not fail to avenge the wrangs we have 
ſuſtained from his deceit,” 


CHAP. XXXI. 


THE HISTORY DRAWS NEAR A 
PERIOD. 


93 was the applauſe 
which they acquired by this noble 
ſacrifice of their reſentment: the after- 
noon was ſpent in the utmoſt harmony 
and good humour; and, at the earneſt 
ſolicitation of Renaldo, whoſe fancy ſtill 
harboured the apprehenſions of another 
ſeparation, Don Diego conſented that 
the indiffoluble knot ſhould be tied be- 
tween that young gentleman and Sera- 
fina in two days; and the place appoint- 
ed for the ceremony, was the very church 
where they had been reſtored to the arms 
of each other, 

The lovely bride, with a filent bluſh 
that ſet her lover's heart on fire, ſub- 
mitted to this determination; in conſe- 
you of which, the company was be- 


poke for that auſpicious hour, and the 
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evening being pretty far advanced, they 
took leave of the ladies, and retired to 
their reſpe&ive homes; Don Diego and 
his future ſon-in-law being reconducted 
to their lodgings, in the coach of the 
Jew; who, taking an opportunity of be- 
ing alone with Melville, obſerved that 
it would be neceſſary on this occaſion to 
ſupply the Caftilian with a ſum of mo- 
ney, in order to * his dignity and 
independence, in furniſhiag Serafina 
with every thing ſuitable to her rank and 
merit; and that he would willingly ac- 
commodate him, provided he knew how 


to propoſe it ſo as to give no offence to 


his punctilious diſpoſition, 

Renaldo, thanking him for this ge- 
nerous anticipation, adviſed him to ſoli- 
cit the Spaniard's correſpondence in the 
way of buſineſs, and to put the whole 
on the footing of his own intereſt 3 by 
which means Don Diego's delicacy could 
ſuſtain no affront, Fraught with this 
inſtruction, the Iſraelite defired a pri- 
vate audience of the Caſtilian ; in which, 
after an apology for the freedom of his 
demand, © Signior Don Diego, ſaid he, 
© as your fortune hath been ſo long em- 
© bezzled by your adverſary in Spain, 
© and your correſpondence with that 
« country entirely cut off, itgs not to be 
© ſuppoſed that your finances are at pre- 
© ſent in ſuch a condition, as to main « 
© tain the ſplendor of your family, 
© Count De Melville's whole fortune is 
© at your command; and had not he 
© been afraid of giving umbrage to the 
«© peculiar delicacy of your ſentiments, 
C he would have preſſed you to uſe it 
© for your convenience. For my own 
© part, over and above the inclination I 
have to ſerve Don Diego, I conſult 
my own private advantage in deſiring 
you to accept my ſervice on this occa- 
tion, Money is the chief commodity 
in which I deal, and if you honour 
me with your commands, I ſhall be 
a gainer by my obedience.” 

Don Diego replied, with a ſmile that 
denoted how well he underftood the 
meaning of this addreſs, © Surely, Sig- 
© nior, I am bound by the ſtrongeſt 
© ties, to exert my utmoſt endeayours 
for your advantage; and I pray God 
© this your propoſal may have that iſſue; 
© I am well acquainted with the count's 
s generoſity and refined notions of ho- 
© nour; and too much obliged by him 
© already, to hefitate with punctilious 
6 reſerve in accepting his future aſſiſt 

Dd 2 © ance; 
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© ance: nevertheleſs, ſince you have con- 
© trived a ſcheme for removing all ſcru- 
© ples of that ſort, I ſhall execute it 
« with pleaſure; and, in the form of 
« buſineſs, you ſhall have all the ſecu- 


© rity I can give for what ſhall be ne- 
6 ey to anſwer my preſent occa- 
« fions.” 


The preliminaries being thus ſettled, 
Joſhua advanced for his uſe a thouſand 
pounds, for which he would take nei- 
ther bond, note, nor receipt; deſiring 
only that the Cattilian would mark it in 
his own pocket-book, that the debt 
might appear, in caſe any accident ſhould 
betal the borrower. Although the Spa- 
niard had been accuſtomed to the un- 
common generofity of Melville, he could 
not help wondering at this nobleneſs 
of behaviour, ſo little to be expected 
from any merchant, much leſs from a 
Jewiſh broker. 

While this affair was on the anvil, 
Renaldo, who could no longer with- 
hold the communication of his happineſs 
from his ſiſter and relations in Germa- 
ny, took up the pen; and in a letter to 
his brother-in-law, recounted all the 
circumſtances of the ſurprizing turn of 
fate which he had experienced ſince his 
arrival in England: he likewiſe related 
the ſtory of Don Diego, infermed them 
of the day appointed for his nuptials, 
and intreated the major to make a jour- 
ney to. London with his wife; or, if that 
ſhould be impracticable, to come as far 
as Bruſſels, where they ſhould be met 
by him and his Serafina. There was 
now but one day between him and the 
accompliſhment of his deareſt wiſh, and 
that was ſpent in procuring a licenſe, and 
adjulting the preparations for the grand 
feltival. Don Diego in the forenoon vi- 
fited Madam Clement, to whom he re- 

ted his warm acknowledgments of her 
— and maternal affection to his 
daughter; and preſented to Serafina, bank 
notes to the amount of five hundred 
pounds, to defray the neceſſary expence 
of her wedding ornaments. 

All the previous ſteps being taken for 
the ſolemnization of this intereſting e- 
vent, and the hour of appointment ar- 
rived, the bridegroom, accompanied by 
his father-in-law, haſtened to the place of 
rendezvous, which was the veitry-room 
of the church we have already deſcribed; 
where they were received by the good 
clergyman in his canonicals; and here 
they had not waited many minutes, 
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when they were joined by Madam Cle- 
ment and the amiable bride, eſcorted by. 
the friendly phyſician, who had all a- 
long bore ſuch a ſhare in their concerns. 
Scrafina was drefled in a ſack of white 
ſattin, and the ornaments of her head 
were adjuſted in the Spaniſh faſhion, 
which gave a peculiar air to her appear- 
ance, and an additional ſpirit to thoſe 
attractions which engaged the heart of 
each beholder. There was nothing re- 
markable in the habit of Renaldo, who 
had copied the plainneſs and elegance 
of his miſtreſs ; but when ſhe entered 
the place, his features were animated 
with a double proportion of vivacity, 
and their eyes meeting, ſeemed to kindle 
a blaze which diffuſed warmth and joy 
through the countenances of all preſent, 
After a ſhort pauſe, her father led her 
to the altar, and gave her away to the 
traniported Renaldo, before the prieſt 
who performed the ceremony, and be- 
ſtowed the nuptial benediction on this 
enraptured pair. The ſanction of the 
church being thus obtained, they with- 
drew into the veſtry, where Melville. 
ſealed his title on her roſy lips, and pre- 
ſented his wife to the company, who 
embraced her in their turns, with fer- 
vent wiſhes for their mutual happineſs. 
Though the ſcene of this trauſaction 
was remote from any inhabited neigh- 
bourhood, the church was ſurrounded 
by a crowd of people; who, with un- 
common demonſtrations of ſurprize and 
admiration, petit oned Heaven to bleſs 
ſo fair a couple. Such, indeed, was 
their eagerneſs to ſee them, that ſome 
lives were endangered by the preſſure of 
the crowd, which attended them with 
loud acclamations to the coach; after the 
bridegroom had depoſited in the hands 
of the miniſter, one hundred pounds for 
the benefit of the poor of that pariſh, 
and thrown ſeveral handfuls of money 
among the multitude. Serafina reim- 
barked in Madam Clement's conveni— 
ence, with that good lady and Don 
Diego; while Renaldo, with the clergy- 
man and dector, followed in Joſhua's 
coach, to a pleaſant country houſe upon 
the Thames, at the diftance of a few 
miles from London : this the Jew had 
borrowed from the owner for a few days, 
and there they were received by that ho- 
neſt Hebrew, who had previded a very 
elegant entertainment for the occahon 
he had alſo beipoke a ſmall but excel- 
lent band of -mulick, which regaled 
their 
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their ears while they ſat at dinner; and 
the afternoon being calm and ſerene, he 
prevailed on them to take the air on the 
river, in a barge which he had prepared 


for the purpoſe. 


But, notwithſtanding this diverſity of 
amuſement, Renaldo would have found 
it the longelt day he had ever paſled, 
had not his imagination been diverted 
by an incident which employed his at- 
tention during the remaining part of the 
evening, They had drank tea, and 
engaged in a party at whiſt, when they 
were ſurprized with a noiſe of conten- 
tion from a publick-houſe that fronted 
the windows of the apartment in which 
they ſat. Alarmed at this uproar, they 
forſook their cards; and, throwing up 
the caſement, beheld a hearſe ſurround- 
ed by four men on horſeback, who had 
ſtopped the carriage, and violently pull- 
ed the driver from his ſeat. This un- 
common arreſt had engaged the curioſity 
of the publican's family, who ſtood at 
the deor to obſerve the conſequence z 
when, all of a ſudden, appeared a per- 
ſon in canonicals, well mounted; who, 
riding up to thoſe who maltreated the 
driver, beſtowed upon ane of them ſuch 
a blow with the but-end of his whip, 
as laid him ſprawling on the ground; 
and, ſpringing from his ſaddle upon the 
box, took the reins-into his own hand, 
ſwearing with great vehemence, that he 
would murder every man who ſhould 
attempt to obſtruct the hearſe. 

The good prieſt who had married Re- 
naldo, was not a littie ſcandalized at 
this ferocious behaviour in a clergyman, 
and could not help ſaying aloud, he 
was a diſgrace to the cloth ; when the 


horſeman looking up to the window, 


replied, © Sir, may I be d—n'd it any 
© man in England has a greater reſpect 
for the cloth than I have; but, at pre- 
c ſent, Iam quite diſtracted.“ So ſay- 
ing, he whipped up the horſes, and had 
actually diſentangled the hearſe from 
thoſe who ſurrounded it; when he was 
oppoſed by another troop, one of whom 
alighted with great expedition, and cut 


the harneſs ſo as that he could not poſ- 


ſibly proceed. Finding himſelf thus 
driven to bay, he leaped upon the ground, 
and exerciſed his weapon with ſuch a- 
mazing ſtreugth and agility, that ſeveral 
of his antagoniſts were left motionleſs 
on the field, before he was overpowered 
and diſarmed by dint of numbers, who 
aſlailed him on all ſides. 
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The mad parſon being thus taken 
priſoner, ap elderly perſon of a very 
prepoſſeſſing appearance, went up to the 
hearſe, and unbolting the door, a young 
lady ſprung out, and ſhrieking, ran di- 
rectly to the publick houſe, to the infi- 
nite aſtoniſhment and affright of the 
whole family, who believed it was the 
ſpirit of the deceaſed perſon, whoſe body 
lay in the carriage. Renaldo, who was 
with difficulty reſtrained from interpo- 
ſing in behalf of the clergyman againft 
ſuch odds, no ſooner perceived this ap- 
parition, than ſuppoſing her to be ſome 
diſtreſſed damſel, his Quixotiſm awoke, 
he deſcended in an inſtant, and ruſhed 
into the houſe, among thoſe who pur- 
ſued the fair phantom. Don Diego 
and the phyſician took the ſame road, 
while the real clergyman and Joſhua 
tarried with the ladies, who were, by 
this time, very much intereſted in the 
event. 

Melville found the young lady in the 
hands of the old gentleman, who bad 
releaſed her from the hearſe, and who 
now bitterly upbraided her for her fol- 
ly and diſobedience; while the pro- 
teſted, with great vivacity, that what- 
ever ſhe might ſuffer from his ſeverity, 


| ſhe would never ſubmit to the hateful 


match he had propoſed, nor break the 
promiſe ſhe had already made to the 
gentleman who had now attempted to 
reſcue her from the tyranny of a cruel 
father, This declaration was followed 
by a plentiful ſhower of tears, which 
the father could not behold with un- 
moiſtened eyes, although he reviled her 
with marks of uncommon diipleaſure 
and, turning to the count, 1 appeal to 
© you, Sir, {aid he, whether 1 have 
© not reaſon to curſe the undutiful ob- 
© ſtinacy of that pert baggage, and re- 
© nounce her for ever as an alien to my 
© blood. She has, for ſome months, 
been ſolicited in marriage by an ho- 
neſt citizen, a thirty thouſand pound 
man; and, inſtead of liſtening to ſuch 
an advantageous prepolal, the hath 
| beſtowed her heart upon a young fel- 
low not worth a groat.—Ah, you 
degenerate huſly ! this comes of your 
plays and romances z if thy mother 
were not a woman of an unexception- 
able life and converſation, I ſhould 
verily believe thou art no child of 
mine: run away with a beggar! for 

ſhame !* 
I ſuppoſe,” replied Renaldo, the 
« perſon 


a x00 ee eye. 
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« perſon to whom your daughter's af- 
© fedtion inelines, is that clergyman who 
© exerted himſelf ſo manfully at the 
door.“ Clergyman!” cried the other, 
© adad! he has more of the devil than 
© the church about him. A ruffian 
© he has, for aught I know, murdered 
* theworthy gentleman whom I intended 
for my ſon-in-law; and the rogue, 
* if I had not kept out of his way, 
« would, I ſuppoſe, have ſerved me 
© with the ſame ſauce. Me! who have 
© been his maſter for many years, and 
© had reſolved to make a man ct him. 
Sir, he was my own clerk; and this is 
© the return I have met with from the 
6 — which I cheriſhed in my bo- 
. » 


Here he was interrupted by the arrival 
of the citizen for whom he had expreſ- 
ſed fuch concern: that gentleman had 
received a contuſion upon one eye, by 
which the fight was altogether obſtruct- 
ed ; fo that he concluded he ſhould 
never retrieve the uſe of that organ, and 
with great clamour took all the ſpectators 
to witneſs the injury he had ſuſtained; 
he entered the room with manifeit per- 
turbation, demanded ſatisfaction of the 
father, and peremptorily declarcd it 
mould not be a loſt eye to him, if there 
was law ein England. This unſeaſon- 
able demand, and the boiſterous man- 
ner in which it was made, did not at all 
ſuit the preſent humour of the old gen- 
tleman, who told him pecviſhly he owed 
him no eye; and bade hini go and aſk 
reparation of the perſon who had done 
him wrong. 

The young lady ſnatching this fa- 
vourable occaſion, earneſtly intreated 
Melville and his company to intercede 
with her father in behalf of her lover; 
who, ſhe aſſured them, was a young 
gentleman of a good family, - and un- 
common merit; and, in compliance with 
her requeſt, they invited him and his 
davghter to the houſe in which they 
kdged, where they would be difincum- 
bered of the crowd which this diſpute 
had gathered together, and more at lei- 
fure to conſult about the meaſures ne- 
ceſſary to be taken. The old gentleman 
thanked them for their courteſy, which 
he did not think proper to refuſe; and 
while he Jed, or rather hauled Made- 
moiſelle over the way, under the auſpices 
of the Caftilian, Renaldo ſet the lover 
at liberty, made him a tender of his 
good offices, and adviſed him to wait 
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at the publick-houſe for an happy iſſue 
of their negociation. 

The pſeudo-parſon was very much 
affected by this generous proffer, for 
which he made ſuitable acknowledg- 
ments, and proteſted before God, he 
would die a thouſand deaths, rather than 
part with his dear Charlotte. Her fa- 
ther no ſooner entered the apartment, 
than he was known by Joſhua to be a 
conſiderable trader in the city of Lon- 
dou, and the merchant was glad to find 
himſelf among his acquaintance. He 
was ſo full of the ſtory which had 
brought him thither, that he had ſcarce 
fat down, when he began to complain 
of his hard fate, in having an only 
child, who was ſo mean, ſtubhorn, and 
contumacious; and every fentence was 
concluded with an apottrophe of re- 
proaches to the delinquent. 

The Jew having allowed him to ring 
out his alarm, condoled his misfortune, 
and gravely counſelled the young lady 
to wean her affections from fach an un- 
worthy object; for he ſuppoſed her fa- 
vourite was a man of no principle, or 
liberal endowments, otherwiſe her fa- 
ther would not exclaim fo bitterly againſt 
her conduct. Charlotte, who wanted 
neither beauty nor underſtanding, aſ- 
ſured him, that her lover's character 
was, in all reſpects, unblemiſhed; for 
the truth of which aſſertion ſhe appealed 
to her papa; who, owned, with reluc- 
tance, that the young man was a gen- 
tleman by birth, that he had ſerved him 
with remarkable diligence and integrity, 
and that his accompliſhments were far 
ſuperior to his ſtation in life.“ But 
© then,” ſaid he, * the fellow has not a 
ſhilling of his own; and would you 
have me give away my daughter to a 
beggar ?” 
© God forbid!” cried the Jew, © I 
© always underſtood you poſleſſed an 
© 2mple fertune, and am ſorry to find 
it otherwile.'—* Otherwiſe!" replied 
the citizen, with fome acrimony, * take 
© care what you (ay, Sir; a merchant's 
credit is not to be tampered with,'— 
© I beg your pardon, antwered the He- 
brew, I concluded that your circum- 
© ſtances were bail, becauſe you objected 
to the poverty of the young man, after 
© you had owned he was poſſeſſed of 
every other qualification to make your 
© daughter happy; for it is not to be 
4 
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imagined, that you would thwart her 
inclinations, or feek to render an onty 
child 


child miſerable, on account of an ob- 
ftacle which you yourſelf could eafily 
remove. Let us ſuppoſe you can afford 
to give with your daughter ten thou- 
ſand pounds, which would enable this 
young man to live with credit and 
reputation, and engage advantageouſly 
in trade, for which you ſay he 1s well 
qualified : the alternative then will 
be, whether you would rather fee her 
in the arms of a deſerving youth, 
whom ſhe loves, enjoying all the com- 
forts of life, with a moderate fortune, 
which it will always be in your own 
power to improve; or tied for life to a 
monied man, whom ſhedetelts, curſing 
© her hard fate, and deſpiſing that ſu- 
« perfluity of wealth, in ſpite of which 
6 ſhe finds herſelf fo truly wretched ?' 
The old gentleman ſeemed to be ſtart- 
led at this obſervation, which was re- 
inforced by Renaldo's ſaying, that he 
would, moreover, enjoy the unutterable 
pleaſure of giving happineſs to a worthy 
man, whole gratitude would co-operate 
with his love, in approving himſelf a 
dutiful ſon, as well as an affectionate 
huſband. He then repreſented the fa- 
mily diſquiets, and diſmal tragedies, 
produced from ſuch mercenary and com- 
pulſive matches; and, in concluſion, re- 
lated the ſtory of Don Diego and his 
daughter; which, when the merchant 
heard, he ſtarted up with marks of ter- 
ror in his countenance, and throwing up 
the caſement, called upon Valentine with 
great vociferation : this was the name 
of his daughter's admirer; who no 
ſooner heard the ſummons, than he flew 
to the ſpot from whence it came, and 
the merchant, without any farther pre- 
amble, ſeizing his hand, joined it with 
that of Charlotte, ſaying, with great 
trepidation, © Here, take her, in the 
name of God, and thank this honour- 
© able company for your good fortune.” 
The lovers were tranſported with 
exquiſite joy at the ſudden determina- 
tion in their favour. Valentine baving 
kiſſed the hand of his miſtreſs, with all 
the eagerneſs of rapture, and acknow - 
ledged the merchant's generolity, paid 
his reſpects to the ladies with a very po- 
lite addreſs, and with demonſtrations of 
uncummon gratitude and ſenſibility, 
thanked the gentlemen, and the count 
in particular, for their good offices, to 
which he atttibuted the happineſs he 
now enjoyed. While Scraſina and Ma- 
dam Clement careſſed the amiable Char- 
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lotte, the reſt of the company congra- 
tulated her admirer upon his choice and 
ſuccels; though the clergyman could 
not help reprehending him for profan- 
ing the ſacerdotal habit. 

Valentine hea: tily aſked pardon for 
having given ſuch cauſe of oftence ; and 
hoped he ſhould be forgiven, as it was a 
diſguiſe which he thought abſolutely 
neceſſary for the execution of a ſcheme 
upon which his happineſs altogether 
depended. He then, at the requeſt of 
Renaldo, unfolded the myſtery of the 
hearſe, by giving them to underſtand, 
that Charlotte's father having got ink- 
ling of their mutual paſſion, had diſ- 
miſſed his clerk, and conveyed his 
daughter to a country- houſe in the neigh- 
bourhood of London, in order to cut 
off their correſpondence : notwithſtand- 
ing theſe precautions, they had found 
means to communicate with each other 
by letters, which were managed by a 
third perſon ; and his rival being very 
importunate in his ſolicitations, they 
hat concerted the expedient of the hearſe, 
which he provided and conducted 
through a road contiguous to the end 
of the merchant's garden, where Char- 
lotte being apprized of the deſign, wait- 
ed for it's approach, and embarked in 
it without heſitation. Valentine thought 
himſelf ſufficiently ſcreened from diſ- 
covery by his diſguiſe; but he was un- 
fortunately met by a ſervant of the fa- 
mily, who recollected his features, and 
immediately gave the alarm; upon which 
the father and his friends took horſe, 
and purſued them by two different roads, 
until they were overtaken at this place. 

He had ſcarce finiſhed this ſhort re- 
lation, when his rival bluntly entering 
the apartment, with an handkerchief 
tied round his eye, committed Valen- 
tine to the charge of a conſtable, who 
attended him by a warrant from a juſ- 
tice of the peace in that neighbourhood; 
and threatened to proſecute the mer- 
chant on an action of damages for the 
loſs of an eye, which he ſaid he had ſui- 
tained in his ſervice. The company en- 
deavoured to appeaſe this citizen, by 
reprelenting, that his misfortune was 
no other than a common inflammation 
nor was it owing to malice aforethought, 
bu: entirely to the precipitate paſſion of 
an incenſed young man, who, by the 
bye, acted in his own defence. At the 
ſame time the merchant promiſed to 
make any reaſonable ſatis faction; upon 

which 
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which the other demanded an obligation, 
importing, that he would, in ten days 
from the date, beſtow upon him his 
daughter in marriage, with a portion of 
fifteen thouſand pounds; or, in caſe of 
failure, pay him double the ſum. 


The merchant, exaſperated at this 


extravagant demand, told him flatly, he 
had already diſpoſed of his daughter to 
Valentine, who, he believed, was a much 
more deſerving man; and that he was 
ready to wait upon the magiſtrate who 
had granted the warrant, in order to 
give bail for his future ſon-in-law. 
This was à mortifying declaration to 
the plaintiff, though he condoted him- 
felf with the hope of being a gainer by 


© the loſs of his eye; and now the pain was 
over, would have been very ſorry to find 


his fight retriev cd. The old gentleman, 
Jochua, and Renaldo, accompanied the 

iſoner to the houſe of the juſtice, where 
3 immediately admitted to bail: 
upon their return, Valentine ſhifted his 
dreſs, and they ſupped together with 


great-cordiality and mirth, maintained 


at the expence of the diſcarded lover. 

After ſupper, Don Diego walked a 
minuct with Madam Clement, for 
whom, by this time, he had contracted 
an extraordinary degree of affection. 
Valentine had the honour to dance with 
the incomparable Serafina, whoſe bean- 
ty and attractions dazzled the eyes of the 


new comers, and ſtruck her baſhful 


rtner with awe. and confuſion; and 
Melville prefented his hand to the agree- 
able Charlotte, who performed ſo much 
to the ſatisfaction of her father, that he 


could not help expreſſing his joy and 


ide: he prailed God for throwing him 
in the way of our company, and engag- 
ed the clergyman to unite the young 
couple; after having appointed a day 
for the ceremony, and invited all preſent 
to the wedding. The evening having 
been inſenſbly conſumed in theſe avo- 
cations, and the night pretty far ad- 
vanced, the ladies withdrew without 
ceremony; and the retreat of. Serafina 


filled Renaldo's breaſt with tumult and 
emotion; his blood began to flow in 


impetuous tides, his heart to beat with 
redoubled vigour and velocity, while his 
eyes ſeemed to flaſh with more than hu- 
man ſplendor : now his imagination be- 
gan to anticipate with the enthuſiaſtick 
rage of an inſpired Sybil; he was inſtan- 


tancouſly tranſported from the converſa- 
tion, and every nerve was braced to ſuch 


a degree of impatience, that human na- 
ture could not long endure the tenſion. 

He, therefore, having .withitood the 
impulſe about a quarter of an hour, at 
length gave way to his impetuoſity; and, 
ſpringing from his friends, found him- 
felf in a dark paſſage, at the farther end 
of which he perceived Madam Clement 
coming out of a chamber with a light, 
which at fight of him ſhe ſet down, and 
vaniſhed in a moment. This was the 
ſtar that pointed to his paradiſe; he 
hailed the ſignal, entered the apartment; 
and, like a lion ruſhing on his prey, ap- 
proached the nuptial-bed, where Sera- 
fina, ſurrounded by all the graces of 
beauty, ſoftneſs, ſentiment, and truth, 
lay trembling as a victim at the altar, 
and ſtrove to hide her bluſhes from his 
view: the door was ſhut, the light ex- 
tinguiſhed ; he owned his lot was more 
than mortal man could claim. 

Here let me draw the decent veil, that 
ought to ſhade the ſacred myſteries of 
Hymen. Away, unhallowed ſcoffers,who 
profane with idle pleaſantry, or immo- 
deft hint, theſe holy rites; and leave 
thoſe happy lovers to enjoy, in one an- 
other's arms, unutterable bliſs, the well- 
earned palm of virtue and of conſtancy, 
which had undergone the moſt ſevere 
refinement : a more deſerving pair night's 
curtain ſhrouds not in it's dark extent. 

The thoughts of Renaldo's felicity 
threw a damp on the ſpirits of Valen- 
tine, who ſaw the term of his probation 
protracted a few days longer, and could 
not help wiſhing in his heart that he 
had atchieved the adventure which would 
have abridged his expectation, though at 
the expence of the old gentleman's dif- 
PRE He filled a bumper to the 

ealth of the bride and bridegroom; and, 
throwing up his eyes, with marks of 
admiration, exclaimed, * How happy is 
* the count! Alas, five days longer 
© muſt I rein my impatience !'—»* It is 
but reaſonable, you rogue, that your 
© hetters ſhouid have the ſtart of you,“ 
ſaid the merchant, who did him juſtice 
in the glaſs, and counſeiled him to 
drown his impatience with good claret. 
The youth followed his advice, and it 
was late before the company retired to 
reſt, © 

Theſe citizens, however, reſolved to 
ſeize an opportunity of rallying the new- 
married couple, according to cuſtom; 
and with that view arole- early in the 
morning, on the ſuppoſition ef 1 

them 


them ſtill aſleep; but they were not a 
little ſurprized, when they entered the 
breakfaſting room, to ſee Renaldo and 
his amiable bedfellow already dreſſed, 
and waiting to do the honours of the 
houſe, The old gentleman would fain. 
have cracked a joke upon their extraor- 
dinary diſpatch; but he was ſo much 
over-awed by the dignity, and tamed by 
the ſweetneſs of Serafina's carriage, that 
he durſt not give utterance to his con- 
ception ; and Valentine ſtood filent and. 
abaſhed, as in the preſence of a ſuperior 
being. After breakfaſt, theſe gentle- 
men and Charlotte again expreſſed their 
ſenſe of the obligations they owed to 
this happy family, repeated their invi- 
tation; and, taking leave, returned to 
London in a 2 was provided 
over night. | 
Our friends being thus left to them- 
ſelves, Don Diego turning towards 
— Now, ſaid he, — I have 
© yielded to the impatience of your love, 
© as well as to the eagerneſs of my own 
* defire to make you happy, I muſt beg 
© leave to interrupt, for a little while, 
the ſtream of your mutual pleaſure, 
and propoſe a melancholy excurſion, 
© which, however, will not be wholly 
void of enjoyment. I have too long 
delayed the performance of my duty 
at Antonia's grave: let us ſpend the 
* forenoon in that pious pilgrimage; I 
vill drop a few tears to the memory 
5 of that excellent woman, and never 
* afterwards ſhall my friends be troubled 
© with my grief.“ 
The propoſal being univerſally ap- 
* they ſet out for the place, which 
oft been viſited by the gentle Sera- 
fina, who conduRed her father to a black 
marble-ſtone, which Renaldo had or- 
dered to be laid over the grave; and, as 
he kneeled to kiſs the monument, he 
perceived this plain inſcription in the 
Spaniſh tongue. Antonia De Zelos 
primera en todo lo que es ſer bueno, y 
« fan ſegundo en todo lo que ful ſer deſdi- 
© chado, quedad con dios / that is, An 
« tonia De Zelot, unmatched in virtue, 
and unequalled in misfortunee, adicu!” 
» O faithful record cried the Calti- 
lian, ſmiting his breaſt, while his tears 
diſtilled upon the marble ; thy good - 
© neſs was the gift of Heaven, bot thy 
* misfortunes were derived from the 
« guilt of Don Diego; yet his ſorrow 
© ſhall expiate his elfrare, and his peni- 
* tence find fayour in the ſight of Hea · 
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© ven, Reſt, reſt, ill-fated virtue ! eter- 
* nal ſhall guard thy tomb, and 
© angels minifter to thy uuſpotted ſhade; 
© nor ſhall thine aſhes lie in dark ob- 
© ſcurity : here will I raiſe a monument 
© more ſuited to thy excellence and 
name. Serafina melted with filial 


tenderneſs, nor were the reſt unmoved 


at this affecting ſcene, which Don Diego 
did not quit without reluctance. 3 


CH AP. XXXII. 
THE LONGEST AND THE LAST. © 


HE nature of this viſit had ſoften- 
ed every heart, and ſaddened eve- 
ry countenance; and they walked in ſo- 
lemn filence to the other fide of the 
church-yard, in order to in their 
carriages ; when, at the turning of the 
ſtile, they ſaw a young woman, in 
wretched attire, running out of a poor 
habitation, wringing her hands in all 
the agony of deſpair, — 
the diſtraction in her countenance, a 
the meanneſs of her apparel, ſhe diſco- 
vered a regularity of features, and a de- 
licacy of air, which did not at all cor- 
reſpond with the miſery of her equipage. 
Theſe exhibitions of extreme diſtreſs 
ſoon attracted the notice and compaſſioa 
of our company; and Melville's beaute · 
ous help- mate, accoſting this forlorn 
damſel with a- pity - breathing aſpect, 
aſked the cauſe of her diorder. 
Alas, dear lady! cried the other, 
with all the emphaſis of woe, an un- 


A happy gentleman now «breathes his 


© laſt, within this inhoſpitable hovel, 
« amidſt ſuch exceſs of milery, as would 
© melt the moſt flinty boſom: what, 
© then, muſt I feel, who am connected 
« with him by the ſtrongeſt ties of love 
© and conjugal affeRion!'—Who is 
the unfortunate obje&?” ſaid the phy- 
ſician. He was once well known in 
© the gay world,” replied the young wo · 
man: his name is Fathom.* Every 
individual of. the company ftarted at © 
mention of that deteſted name. Sera- 
fina began to. tremble with emotion 3 
and Renaldo, after a ſhort pauſe, de- 
clared he would go in, not with a view 
to exult over his miſery, but in order to 
contemplate the he of ſuch a 
wicked life, that the moral might be the 
more deeply engraved- on his remem+ 
brance. The. young counteſs, whoſe 
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heart could not hear the ſhoek of 


43 
1 
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ile Renaldo, accompanied by the reſt, 
a diſmal apartment, altogether 
of iturs and convenience, 

here they beheld the wretched hero of 
Memoirs, ftretched almoſt naked 
„ inſenfible, convulſed, and 
in the. graſp of death, He 
to the bone either by famine 
3 his face was overſhadow- 

axed, and be, his mo 
„ glazed, and diſtorted ; his noſ- 

i Aland b lips covered with a 
black flough, and his complexion faded 
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into a = elay-colour, tending to a 


in a word, the extremity 
of indigence, or, and diſtreſs, could 
not be more feelingly repreſented. 
While Melville peruſed this melan- 
—— and groaning, cried, Be · 
« the fate of man!" he perceived a 
letter in the right-hand of the unfortu- 
nate Fatham, which Jay faſt clinched 
acrols his breaſt, Curious to know the 
contents of this paper, which the young 
woman ſaid he had kept in that poſition 
for ſeveral days, he drew nearer the 
wretched couch, and was not a little 
ſurprized to ſee it addrefied to the Right 
Honourable Renaldo Count De Mel- 
ville, to the care of Mr. Joſhua Ma- 
r 
to di this billet from 
the author's hand, the ſorrowing female 


to no perſon upon earth, but to 
— — 
to the gentleman to whoſe care it was 


- 


Count De Melville for er 
tended; and the young creature was ſo 


much confounded at this infarmation, 


that before ſhe could recolle& herſelf, 
Melville had opened the billet and read 


ftmheſe words, 


f FF this paper ſhould fall intp the 

* * hands of the noble Renaldo, he 
will underſtand that Fathom was the 
* moſt execrable traitor that eyer impol- 


| ed upon unfuſpeRing_ benevolence, or 
( — — 
Bw His whole i was a feries of 


C ry an, et of all the crimes 
* that lay heavy upon his ſoul, his be. 
ing acceſſary to the death of the in · 
* comparable Serafina, whoſe father he 
had alſo robbed, was that for which 
he deſpaired of Heaven's forgiveneis, 
* notwithſtanding the dreadful com. 
punction and remorſe which have lon 

© preyed upon his heart, together wit 

© the incredible miſery and deplorable 
death which by this time he hath un- 
© dergone. Though theſe ſufferings and 
© ſorrows cannot atone for his euormous 
« guilt, perhaps they will excite the 
com of the humane Count De 
Melville; at leaſt, this confeſſion, 
* which my conſcience dictates under all 
* the terrors of death and futurity, may 
5 be a warning for him to avoid hence. 
forth a filing villain, like the exe» 
* crable Fathom, upon whoſe miſerable 
© ſoul Almighty God have mercy! 


Renaldo was deeply affected with the 
contents of this ſcroll, which denoted 
ſuch horror and deſpair. He ſaw there 
Hp be no ane 7 Dang þ or ſiniſter * 

in this profeſſion o itence : he 
beheld the — of . — which 
put all his humane paſſions in commo- 
tion ; ſo that he remembered nothing of 
Fathom but his. preſent diſtreſs. He 
could ſcarce contain thoſe indications 
which might have been juſtly deemed the 
effect of weakneſs and infirmity; and 
having deſired the phyſician and clergy- 
man to contribute their aſſiſtance for * 
benefit of that wretch's ſoul and body, 
he ran to the coach and communicated 
the letter to the ladies; at the ſame time 
drawing a picture of the object he had 
ſeen, which brought tears into the eyes 
of the * Serafina; who earneſtly 
intreated her lord to uſe his endeavours 
for the relief and recovery of the unhap- 
py man, that he might, if poſſible, live 
to enjoy the benefit of mature repentance, 
and not die in that dreadful deſpair 

which he maniſeſted in the letter, 
Renaldo returning to the houſe, found 
the pious cJergyman reading prayers 
with great fervency z while Don Diego 
ſtood with his right-hand upon his breaſt, 
looking ſedfaſtly upon the agonizing 
Fatagm, and the young woman kneeled 
with her ſtreaming eyes lifted . he 
Heaven, in an extaſy of grief and devo- 
ion: the phyſician had run to an apo- 
theeary's ſhop in the neighbourbood, 
from whence he ſoon returned with an 
aſſiſtant, 
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affiftant, who apphed a large bliſter to 
the back of the miſerable patient, while 
the female, by the doctor's direction, 
moiĩſtened his mouth with a cordial which 
he had preſcribed. 
Theſe charitable being taken, 
Count De Melville intreated the apothe- 
cary's ſervant to procure a tent-bed for 
the accommodation of the ſick perſon, 
with all imaginable diſpatch ; and, in 
leſs than an hour, one was actually 
itched, and Fathom lifted into it, after 
t had been ſhifted, and in ſome meaſure 
2 from the dregs of his indigence. 
uring this tranfaction, the ladies wete 
on 1 nrmanrt rnb off, where 
ner was beſpoke, that might be 
at hand to ſee dhe effect ware — 
which was not confined to what we have 
atready deſcribed, but extended fo far, 
that in a little time the apartment was 
comfortably furniſhed, and the young 
— provided with change of appa- 
and money to procure the neceſſaries 
dense 
Nothwithftanding all their care, the 
wretched Fathom ſtill remained inſenſi · 
ble, and the doctor pronounced a very 
unfavourable 
dered a pair of additional veſtcatories to 
be laid upon his arms, and other proper 
medieines to be adminiſtered. After 
dinner, the ladies ventured to viſit the 
place; and when Serafina eroſſed the 
threſhold, the weeping female fell at her 
feet, and kiffing her robe, exclaimed, 
Sure you are an angel from Heaven!“ 
The alteration in her dreſs had made 
a very agreeable change in her a - 
ance, fo that the counteſs could now 
look upon her without ſhaddering at her 
diſtreſs : and, as Fathom was not in a 
condition to be difturbed, the took this 
opportunity of inquiring by what ſteps 
that unfortunate wretch was | 
from the priſon, in which ſhe knew he 
| bad deen confined, to the place where 
he now lay in ſuch extremity ; and 
what occurrence he had found a wife in 
ſack an abyſs of misfortune. Here the 
other's tears begun to flow afreſh. © I 
* am aſhamed," faid the, © to reveal 
on 1 Fon F dare not refuſe ſa 
© tisfaMion of this kind to a perſon who 


4 Was hai — * _— 
, oaks "x me under ſuch ſignal obligr» 


She then 
y which it a 


ppes 
am the far and urhappy Elinor, whom 
1 — 


to rebate her ſtory, 


troducing 


ognoſtick, while he or- 


much ſym 


red, ſhe was no other 
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his frſt arrival in town, in the manner 


already defcribed in theſe Memoirs. 


Heaven, continued ſne, was pleaſed 
© to teſtore the uſe of my teaſon which 
© T fad loft, when 1 found myſelf a- 
bandoned by the count; but, all my 
connection with as owt family be- 
ing entirely cut off, und every door 
* ſhut againſt a poor creutute who could 
91 no recommendation, except 
the certificate ſigned by the phyſician 
© of Bedlam, which, in of intro- 
me to ſervice, was an un- 
* ſurmountable — to my chardc- 
© ter; I found myſe of all 
© means of ſubſiſting, unleſs I would 
© condeſcend to live the infamous and 
© wretched life of a courtezan; an ex- 
« pedient rendered palatable by the ter- 
© rors of want co- ing with the re 
« flecion of the irretrievable loſs I had 
© already ſuſtained. I aſk pardon for 
«© offending your chaſte ears with this 
im confeſſion of my guilt, which, 
© Heaven knows! I then did, and tow 
© do, look upon with abhorrence and 
« deteffation. I had already forfeited 
© my innocence, and wanted reſolution 
© to encounter miſery and death. Ne- 
« verthelefs, before I could determine 
© to embrace the condition of a proſti- 
© tute, I was one accoſted in the 
© Park by an elderly gentleman, who 
© fat down by me upon # bench, and 
© taking notice of the deſpondeneewhich 
« was evident in my countenance, preſſ- 
©ed me to — acquainted with 
© the nature of —_—— _ So 
pathy an en - 
6 pare in ns deport and — 2 
« ſation, that I gratified his — 
© and he, in return for my confi , 
0 _ — * —— 3 
9 roſpett, by g me into 
6 1 and reſerving me fox 
© his own appetite. In this fitmition I 
c _ — — 4 
pri ved o an ap 
«fee, and 4 l Ms 
© relations ; who did not, however, 
© me of the cloaths and nivvenbies 
© I owed to his bounty. Far from be- 
© ing as yet reconciled to a vigious Hfe 
© I reſolved: to renounce the pathy © 
© ſharte; and converting thy into 
© ready money, hired x At Mop, and 
« furmihed it with haberdaſnery wife 
« intending to earn ah botieſt livelifioed 
dy the ſale of theſe cbmmochities, to- 
© pether with the pain - work in Re 
E 2 * hoped 
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ſo ſoon as m 
ſhould be known. But this 
ſcheme did not anſwer my ex pecta- 
» The goods ſpoiled upon my 
and, as I was a ſtranger in the 
d, nobody would in- 
. me with any other buſineſs: fo 
that, notwithſtanding the moſt parſi- 
©* monious oconomy, I ran in debt to 
« my landlord, who ſeized my effects 
« and an hofier, from whom I had re- 
© ceived ſome s upon credit, took 
* out a writ againſt me; by virtue of 
« which, I was arreſted and impriſoned 
in the Marſhalſea, where I found my 
©* firſt ſeducer. Good Heaven ! what 
did I feel at this unexpected meeting, 
overwhelmed as I was before with my 
© own diſtreſs! I, with a loud (cream, 
* fainted away; and, when I recovered, 
found myſelf in the arms of Mr. Fa- 
©* thom, who over 28 m_ great 
* affliction. All his s of gai 
C — — his ES 
« ſoftened by his own misfortunes, to 
* a feeling of another's woe, as well as 
© toa due ſenſe of his own guilt. He 
© expreſſed the deepeſt ſorrow for hav- 
ing been the occ of my ruin, en- 
© deavoured to comfort me with pro- 
* miſe of aſſiſtance ; . 
« pratiling medicine among the priſon - 
ers, — ſhift to keep — both from 
4 ſtarving. But, ſurely, no ſinner un- 
« derwent ſuch fevere remorſe as that 
* which he ſuffered during his impri- 
© ſonment. From the day of our meet- 
© ing, I never once ſaw him ſmile; a 
© melancholy cloud continually over- 
© hung bis countenance. He numbered 
* the minutes by his N he uſed 
to ſtart with horror from his fleep; 
and, ſtriking his. breaft, would ex- 
© claim, 0 Elinar! I am the worſt 


„ 2a +a „ a 


of villains !“ Sometimes he ſeemed. 


* difordered in his brain, and raved 
© about Renaldo and Monimia; in a 
4 word, his mind was in a dreadful. 
« fituationz and all his agonies were 
«* communicated to me, whom by this. 
© time he had married, in order to make 
* ſome atonement for my - wrongs. 
© Wretched as he then was, I remem- 
© bered the accompliſhed youth who had 
«* captivated, my virgin z the old. 
«1 ſtill NN I ſaw his. 
« penitence, pitied his misfortune; and, 
0 E being dead, conſented to join 
© his fate, the ceremony having been 
performed by a fellow-priſoner, who. 
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© was in orders. Though his hard- 
© hearted creditor had no other chance of 
© being payed, than that of ſetting him 
at liberty, he lent a deaf ear to all our 
ſupplications; and this cruelty con- 
ſpiring with the anguiſh of my huſ- 
_ band's own reflection, affected his 
health and ſpirits to ſuch a degree, that 
he could no longer earn the miſerable 
pittance which had hitherto ſupported 
our lives. Then our calamities began 
to multiply. Indigence and famine 
ftared us in the face; and it was with 
the utmoſt difficulty that we reſiſted 
their attacks, by ſelling or pledgin 
our wearing-apparel, until we were left 
almoſt quite naked, when we found 
ourſelves diſcharged by an act paſſed 
for the relief of inſolvent ws. 
This charitable law, which was in- 
tended for a conſolation to the wretch- 
ed, proved to us the moſt ſevere diſ- 
aſter: for we were turned out into 
the ſtreets, utterly deſtitute of food, 
raiment and lodging; at a time when 
Mr. Fathom was ſo weakened by his 
diſtemper, that he could not Rand a- 
lone. I ſupported him from door to 
door, imploring the compaſſion of 
charitable Chriftians z and was at 
e to ſhelter him in this 
miſerable place, where his diſeaſe gain- 
ing ground, he lay three days in that 
deplorable condition, from which he 
hath nowbeen reſcued (though, I fear 
too, late) by your humanity and be- 
nevolence." ; 
She ſhed a flood of tears at the con- 
cluſion of this mournful tate, which did 
not fail to affe& the whole audience; 
eſpecially Serafina, who aſſured her, 
that whatever ſhould happen to her huſ- 
band, ſhe might depend upon finding 
favour and protection, provided her con- 
duct ſhould correſpond with her pro- 
© felons. While this grateful crea- 
ture kiſſed the hand of her kind bene - 
factreſs, Fathom uttere& a groan, be- 
gan to ſtir in the bed, and with a lan- 
guid voice called upon Elinor ; who in- 
ſtantly withdrawing the curtain, pre- 
ſented the whole company to his view. 
He had now retrieved the uſe of his 
perception, by the operation of the bliſ- 
ters, which began to torture him ſevere- - 
ly; he looked around him with amaze - 
ment and affright; and, Singing 
the three perſons agaialt whom the chief 
arrows of his fraud and treachery; had 
been levelled, he concluded that be 
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was 
now 
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now arrived at the land of departed ſouls, 

and that the ſhades cf thoſe whom he 

had fo grievouſly injured, were come 

to ſee him tormented according to his 
erits. 

Fraught with this notion, which was 
confirmed by the bodily pain which he 
| felt, and the appearance of the clergy- 

man and Joſhua, whom he miſtook 
the miniſters of vengeance, he cried in 
a tone replete with horror, Is there 
© no mercy,then, for penitence! is there 
no pity due to the miſcries I ſuffered 
upon earth! Save me, O bountiful 
6 ven! from the terrors of everlaſt - 
ing woe; hide me from theſe dread- 
« ful executioners, whoſe looks are tor- 
ture! Forgive me, generous Cattilian ! 
* PORenaldo! thou once a tender 
© heart !—I dare not lift my eyes to Se- 
* rafina! that pattern of human excel- 
© lence, who Fel a victim to my atro- 
© cious guilt; yet her aſpe& is all mild- 
© neſs and compaſhon Ha! are not 
© theſe the drops of pity! Ves, they 
© are tears of mercy : they fall like re- 
_ © freſhing ſhowers upon my drooping 
- © ſoul! Ah, murdered innocence | wilt 
© thou not intercede for thy betrayer at 
the Throne of Grace l 

Here he was interrupted by Melville, 
who, with a grave and folemn air, pro- 
nounced, Great hath been thy guilt, 
© unhappy Ferdinand, and great have 
© been thy ſufferings. Yet, we come 
© not to inſult, but to alleviate thy diſ- 
© treſs. Providence hath Kindly de- 
© feated thy dire intentions; which we 
| ©. therefare now forgive, and tranſmit to 
© oblivion, whether it be thy lot to yield 
up thy ſpirit immediately, or to ſur- 


vive the dangerous malady with which 


© thou art at preſent overwhelmed, Suf- 
© fer not thyſelf to deſpair, for the 
© mercy of Heaven is infinite; and ſub- 
© mit to the directions of this worth 
q 222 who will employ his (kill 
for thy recovery, while we ſhall take 
© care to furniſh thee with neceſſary at- 
© tendance.. As too much ſpeaking ma 
© be 6074p to thy health, 1 dil. 
penſe with a reply, and exhort thee to 
* compole 
he drew the curtain, and the compa 
| retized, leaving Fathom intranced with 
The next ſtep. which Renaldo took 
for; the benefit of this wretched peni- 
tent, was to ſend for the apothecary, 


with whom ke left a ſum of money to 


Die 


thyſelf to reſt,” So ſaying, 
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be expended for the convenience of Fa- 
thom and his wife; then he laid injune- 
tions upon the phyſician to repeat his 
viſits; and that gentleman, together 
with the clergyman and Joſhua, taking 
leave of the others till next day, the 
count ſet out with the ladies and his 
2 to the houſe 2 
lodged the preceding night. 
— may well imagine the 
converſation of the evening turned whol- 
ly upon the ftrange occurrence of the 
ay, which ſeemed to have been con- 
certed by ſupernatural preſcience, in or- 
der to ſatisfy the vengeance, and afford 
matter of triumph, to the generofity of 
thoſe who had been ſo grievouſly injured 
by the guilty Fathom. Though not 
one of them would ſay that ſuch a miſ« 
creant ought to live; yet all concurred 
in approving the offices of humanity 
which had been performed, and even 
endeavoured to find ſpecious pretexts 
for vindicating their compaſſion, Don 
ſaid it would ill become a tranſ- 
greſſor like him, to withold his for- 
giveneſs from a ſinner who had wronged 
him. Madam Clement appealed to the 
approbation of Heaven, which had un- 
doubtedly directed them that way, for 
the purpoſe they had fulfilled. Sera- 
fina obſerved, that the crimes of the 
delinquent were obliterated by his ſor- 
row, miſery, and repentance. Renaldo 
honeſtly owned that, excluſive of other 
reaſons, he could not deny himſelf the 
luxurious enjoyment of communicatin 
happineſs to his fellow-creatures in dil- 


treſs: and each fervently prayed that 
their charity might not be 2 
by the death of the object. 

While they amuſed themſelves in theſe 
diſcuſſions, Fathom, after having lain 
ſome hours ſilent, in conſequence of Re- 
naldo's advice, could no longer ſuppreſs 
the aſtoniſhment of his mind; but, ad- 


dreſſing himſelf to his wife, © © Eli- 


nor! ſaid he, my delirium is now 
« paſt: though I ſtill remember the 


© phantaſies of my diſtempered brain 


© among other reveries, "7 imagination 
© was ed with a vihon ſo perfect 
© and diſtin, as to emulate truth and 
© reality. Methought Count De Mel- 
© ville, Don Diego De Zelos, and the 
divine Serafina, the very perſons who 
© are now crying before the Throne of 
Heaven for vengeance againſt the guil-. 
©ty Fathom, ſtood by my bedſide, with 
' lopks of piry and forgiveneſs; and/ 
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© that Renaldo fpoke peace to my de- 
4122 heard the words dif- 
6 ty : I retaijtr them in my memory. 


© I fe the tears trickle from Serafina's 
© eyes; I henrd her father utter a compaſ- 
ſonate figh; and ſhould actually believe 
OO 11 t, had 
© not F long ago feen wich my own 
« eyes, the proceffion of that 
5 


aan 


« foch a meeting could not be effected 
ag of 1 
id . et eve 
of I now fee, — with te 
<> 1 — Papem ſtil found 
* ears, e ion 
„ wh, T hay in the woſt jet 
* 1 „; and thou, 

- — 2 waft makes and 
ed 


© charity and care; and the favourable 
« change in thy appearance, glads my 


© poor heart. Say, whence 
© this alteration? Do I really 
« zwake that dream of miſery in 
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© inſpired "7 benefactors with more 
© than mortal goodneſs, in my behalf; 
© How ſhall I praife thy namef how 
* ſhall I requite their generofity! O I 
am bankrupt to both! yet, let me not 
© periſh until 1 ſhall have convineed 
© them of my reformation, and ſeen 
* them enjoymg that felicity which 
© ought to bercferved for ſueh conſum- 
mate virtue. | 
Next day in the forendoon he was vi- 
fited by the phyfician, whom he now 
reeollected to have ſeen at the houſe of 
Madam Clement; and, after having 
thanked that gentleman for his huma- 
nity and care, he earneſtly begged to 
know by what means Serafina had been 
preferved, When he was ſatisfied in 
this particular, and given to underſtand 
chat ſhe was now happy in the arms of 
Renaldo, Hleſſed be God" he cried, 
for having defeated the villamy of him 
* who ſought to part fuch lovers. Dear 
«© Sir, will you add one cireumſtanee to 
your charity, and bear to that happy 
couple, and the noble Don Diego, the 
© reſpe&ts and the remorſe of a fincere 
 penitent, whom their compaſſion hath 
© raiſed to life, I have been ſuch a 
« traitor to them, that my words deferve 
no regard. I will not therefore uſe 
© profetfions. I dare not hope to be 
admitted into their preſence, I am, 
© indeed, aſhamed to ſee the light of 


upon the ſun; how then could 1 bear the 


the coaveniencies which he now enjoyed: 
the then preſented to him, what the doc- 
wr had direfted her to adminifter; and, 
admoniſting him to commit his head 
to the pillow, he was favoured with a 
breathing ſweat, felt faſt aſleep, and in 
# few hours waked again altogether cool 
and uridifturbed. 4 Soak 
| n this occafion that his wife 
xplai e circumſtances of that viſit 
ich had redeemed him from extre- 


mity of wretchednefs and the jaws of 


death; which he ſtarted up, and 
e upon his —— ex- 


claimed, all- gracious Power [this was 


« the work of thy own bounteovos hand; 


© the voice of my ſorrow and tepen- 
, . "Thou nun 


© tance Hark been heard 


looks of that injured family! Ah, no! 


et me hide myſelf in ſome obſcure re- 
© treat, where I may work out my fal- 
* vation with fear and trembling, and 
© pray mceſfantly to Heaven for their 
* prolpenty.” ee 3 
The phyſician promiſed to repreſent 
his contrition to the count and his lady; 
and accordingly proceeded” to their ha- 
bitation, where he repeated theſe ex- 
preſſions, and prononnced his patient 
out of danger; fo that their thoughts 
were now employed in concerting a 
OE Ins — TORT, that 
e might not be expofed by indigence 
to a relapſe in bent of morals, Renaldo 
being ſtill averſe to ſonal inter- 
courſe with ſuch a wretcl, until he 
ſhould give ſome undoubted proofs of 
amendment, and as. yet afraid of in- 
ee 
red ge, i ch the ap- 
probation + H prefent, to ſertle him 
im a cheap country in the north utes 

lund, where he and his could 
comfortably 


comfortably on an annuity of ſixty 
pounds, until his toes Boulder, 
title kim to a better proviſion. 
This reſolution was juſt taken, when 
oſhua arrived, with a gentleman whom 
introduced to Don Diego as the ſe- 
cretery of the Spaniſh ambaſſador. Af- 
ter the firſt compliments, this ſtranger 
told the Caſtilian, that he waited upon 
him at the defire of his excellency, who 
would haye come in perſon, had he not 
been confined by the ; then he put 
into his hand a letter from the court of 
Madrid, written by a nobleman of 
Diego's acquaintance, who informed 
him that Don . — 
having made away with himſelf by poi - 
ogy order a the diſgrace E. A 
legal conviction, his catholick majeſty 
was now convinced of Don Diego s in- 
nocence, and granted. him leave to re · 
turn and take poſſeſſion of his honours 
and eſtate. is information was con- 
firmed by the ſecretary, who aſſured him 
that the ambaſſador had orders to make 
him acquainted with this favourable de- 
ciſion of the king. The Caſtilian hav- 
firſt acquitted himſelf in the moſt 
te terms to the ſecretary and the Jew, 
who, he faid, had always been a meſ- 
ſenger of glad tidings, communicated 
dis bappineſs to the company ; and this 
evening concluded the third day of their 
10 * b 
9 „Don Diego went to 
viſit the ambaſſador, accompanied by 
Joſhua and the ſecretary z while the 
ciap, repairing to the habitation of 
athom, ſignified, by Renaido's di. 
rection, the reſolution which had been 
taken in his behalf; and the patient no 
ſooner heard his doom, than lifting up 
his hands, he cried, I am unworthy 
of ſuch tenderneſs and benevolence !* 
while Elinor ſned a flood of tears in 
Glence, unable to give utterance to her 
ful thought. Melville's bounty 
— io far tranſcended her moſt fan- 
ine . 
5" The Spaniard having paid his devoirs 
to his excellency, returned before din- 
ner; and, in the afternoon, defiring a 
private conference with Serato, they 
yetired into another apartment, and h 
elſed himſelf to this effect. You 


+ have contrafted, my dear child, an 


5s habit of calling Madam Clement your 
mother 3 and, doubtleſs, by her ma- 
5 ternal tenderneſs and „ the hath 


# acquired a juſt title to the apellation z 
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« yet, I own, I would fain ſtrengthen it 
a — I no ſaoner retriey- 
ed my daughter, than I gave her away 
© to the mott deſerving youth that ever 
* fghed with love. I rejoice in the gift 
* which ſecured your happineſs; hut I left 
* myſelf in aſolitary ſituation, whicheven 
* the return of my good fortune cannot 
© render eaſy and fu ble, When 
L reviſit the cattle of Zelos, every well- 
© known obje& will recal the 
© of my Antonia, and I ſhall want a 
* companion to fill her place, and to 
« ſympathize with me in that forrow 
4 which will be derived from re- 
membrance. Who is there fo worthy 
© to ſucceed your mother in the affec- 
tion of Don Diego, as ſhe who inte- 
© refts her love for Serafina, and re- 
© ſembles her ſo ſtrongly in every virtue 
© of the ſex? fimilar attractions witl 
produce ſimilar effects. My heart s 
s already attached to that good lady; 
— = 
© of my choice, I will and 
fortune at her feet. f ! 
The fair counteſs replied with an en 
chanting ſmile, that before this decla- 
ration, ſhe had with ure perceived 
the progreſs which Clement 
— — and that ſhe did 
not ieve t was a perſon u 
earth better qualified to l 
he had ſuſtained ; though the foreſaw 
one obftacle to his happineſs, which the 
was afraid would not be eaftly ſur- 
mounted. You mean, anſwered the 
Caſtilian, the difference of religion, 
« which wy reſolved 0 remove 
5 adopti proteſtant faith 
Iam Fully ſatisfied that real 
is of no particular perſuaſion, and 
„that ſalvation cannot depend apo 
© belief, over which the will bas no in- 
«* fluence, I inveſt you therefore with 
. . — ffion and 
« propolal, and impower to ſatisfy 
0 e with —— deli 
gion which I now profeſs; and which 
© I ſhall not openly relinquiſh, until 1 
* ſhall have ſecured, in this country, 
6 _— ſufficient to — me from 
ill conlequences of my king's diſ- 
pleaſure,” 


s ' ; 
Seraſina undertook this office with 
ſure, becauſe ſhe had reafon to think 

is addreſſes would not be difagreeable 
to Madam Clement nnd that ſame 
night made the count acquainted with 
the nature uf ker commiſſion. * 
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her expeQation diſappointed; the French 
lady, with that frankneſs which is pe- 
euliar to virtue and good breeding, con- 
ſeſſed that Don Diego was not indiffe- 
rent to her choice, and did not A 
in receiving him upon the footing of a 
lover. As we ba od dwelt cir- 
cumftantially on the paſſion of love, fo 
As even to have tired our readers, 
we ſhall not repeat the dialogue that 
paſſed, when the Spaniard was indulged 
with an ity to explain his fen- 
timents. fice it to obſerve, that the 
's days of coquetry were now over, 
that ſhe was too wile to trifle with 
the time which every moment became 
more and more precious. It was . 
then, that Don Diego ſhould ſettle his 
affairs in Spain, and return to Eng- 
land, in to eſpouſe Madam Cle- 
ment, with a view to fix his reſidence 
in this iſland; — 2 _ 
propoſed to enj weets of his for- 
tune, — os could draw hither his 
intereſts and connections. 
Meanwhile, having for ſome days 
enjoyed his bliſs with all the fuineſs of 
rapture, amidſt this ſmall but agreeable 
ſociety, he ſhifted the ſcene, and con- 
ducted his dear partner to a ready fur- 
niſhed bouſe in town ; which, together 
with an occaſional equipage, his friend 
Joſhua bad hired for the accommoda- 
tion of him and his father - in- law; who, 
— ſtay in England, failed not 
ivate miſtreſs of his heart, 
ith the moſt punctual aſſiduity. Hi- 
va had been as a precious 
up in a caſket, which the 
has an opportunity to con- 
template ; but now the count, who was 
of ſuch a prize, reſolved to let 
ine forth to the admiration of the 
world. With this view, he be- 


poke fuch ornaments as befitted her 


aualityz and while the mantua-make:s 
were employed in her ſervice, made a 
tour among his former acquaintance, 
diſcharged the obligations under 
which he to ſome who had aſſiſted 
kim in his diſtreſs. He did not, how 
ever, introduce them to his charmin 

Serafina; becauſe not one of them ha 

treated her with that delicacy 
which he thought her due; 
and fome of them were much mortified 
„ when they ſaw what a 
dazzling ſhe made in the beau 


She was viſited by the Spaniſh. and 


L 


Imperial ambaſſadors, and divers other 
foreigners of diſtinction, to whom Mel- 
ville had letters of recommendation ; 
but her firſt . appearance was in 
a box at the opera, accompanied by 
Madam Clement, the count, and Don 
Diego : the entertainment was already 
began; ſo that her entrance had the 
greater effect upon the audience, whoſe 
attention was ſoon detached from the 
performance, and rivetted upon this 
amiable apparition, which ſeemed to be 
ſome bright being of another world, 
dropped from the clouds among them, 
Then did the ſpirit of curioſity play 
it's part; a thouſand whiſpers circu- 
lated : as many glaſſes were exalted to 
reconnoitre this box of foreigners; for 
ſuch they concluded them to be from 
their appearance. Every male ſpectator 
acknowledged Seraſina to be the para · 
gon of beauty; and female con- 
teſſed, that Melville was the model of 
a fine gentleman. The charms of the 
young counteſs did not eſcape the eye 
and approbation of royalty itſelf ; and 
when her rank was known, from the 
information of the ambaſſadors and 
other people of condition who were ſeen 
ſaluting at a diftance, that ſame 
evening a thouſand bumpers were ſwal- 
lowed in honour of the Counteſs De 
Melville. The fame of her beauty was 
immediately extended over this immenſe 
metropolis, and different ſchemes were 
concerted for bripging her into- life. 
Theſe, however, ſhe reſiſted with un- 
wearied obſtinacy, Her happineſs cen- 
tered in Renaldo, and the cultivation of 
a few friends within the ſhade of do- 
meſtick quiet: ſhe did not even forget the 
concerns of the wretched Fathom and 
his faithful Elinor, who daily enjoyed 


freſh inſtances of her humanity and 


carez when his fever forſook him, he 
was ſupplied with nouriſhing. food for 
the recovery of his health; and ſoon as 
he found himſelf in a condition to tra- 
vel, he gave notice to his benefactor, 
who defied Joſhua to ſettle with him 
the manner in which he was to receive 
his allowance, and to pay the firſt half 
year's ＋ advance. 
This being adjuſted, and the 
of his retreat ſignified, the Jew 
told Elinor, that ſhe might wait upon 
the counteſs before their departure; and 
ſhe did not fail to make uſe of this per- 
miſſion. After they had made the ne · 


ceſſary preparations for their 9 
an 
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and taken places in the Vork ſtage- 
coach, Mrs. Fathom, cloathing herſelf 
in decent apparel, went to the houſe of 
Count Melville, and was immediately 


admitted to the preſence of Serafina; 


who received her with her uſual compla- 
cency, enriched her with falutary ad- 
vice, comforted her with hope of better 
things, provided her conduct and that 
of her huſband ſhould henceforth be 
found irreproachable, and wiſhing her 
peace and happineſs, preſented her with 
a box of linen, and twenty guineas in a 
purſe. Such exceſſive goodneſs over- 
powered this ſenſible young woman to 
ſuch a degree, that ſhe (ſtood hefore her 
in ſpeechleſs awe and veneration ; and 
the counteſs, in order to relieve her from 
the. contuſion under which ſhe ſuffered, 
quitted the room, leaving her to the care 
of her woman. It was not long, how- 


ever,. before her gratitude broke out in. 


loud exclamations and a violent paſſion 
of tears, which all her efforts could not 
for a good while overcome. By this 
time the coach was brought up to the 
gate, for the reception of Serafina, who 
took an airing every day at the ſame 
hour; when Renaldo, leading her to the 
vehicle, beheld a man plainly Areſſed 
ſtanding within the court, with his head 
and body bent towards the earth, fo 
that his countenance could not be per- 
ceived, 

Melville, who ſuppoſed him to be 
ſome unfortunate man come to implore 
his charity, turned towards him, and 
aſked, with a humane accent, if he 
wanted to ſpeak with any perſon in the 
houſe. To this interrogation the ſtran- 
ger replied, without lifting up his head; 

Overwhelmed as I am with Count 
© Melville's generoſity, together with a 
* conſciouſneſs of my own unworthi- 
neſs, it ill becomes a wretch like me 
to importune bim for farther favour; 
yet I could not bear the thought of 
withdrawing (perhaps for ever) from 
the preſence of iny benefactor, without 
ſoliciting his permiſſion to ſee his face 
in mercy, to acknowtedge my atro- 
cious crimes, to hear my pardon con- 
firmed by his voice, and that of his 
accompliſhed counteſs,, whom I dare 
not even at a diſtance behold ; and to 
expreſs my fervent with for their pro- 


© ſperity.? - 
Melville, whoſe heart was but too 


* 
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tender, could not hear this addreſs with- 
out emotion : he recognized the com- 
panion of his infancy and youth; he re- 
membered the happy ſcenes he had en- 
joyed with Fathom, whoſe voice had al- 
ways ſuch an effect upon his ear, as to 
excite the ideas of friendſhip and eſteem 
and he was diſturbed by this unexpected 
meeting, which alſo diſcompoſed the 
beauteous Scrafina, Renaldo having 
auſed a little, It is with pain,” ſajd 
. I recolle& any thing to the preju- 
dice of Fathom, whoſe future behavi- 
© viour will, I hope, eraze the memory 
of his offences, and juſtify what other 
© ſteps I may take in his favour; Mean- 
* while, I heartily forgive what is paſt ; 
© and, in token of my fincerity, preſent 
my hand.” Which our adventurer bath- 
ed with his tears. The counteſs, whoſe 
mind was uniſon with her huſband; re- 
peated her aſſurances of pardon and pro- 
tection; at which the penitent rejoiced 
in ſilence, while he raiſed his head and 
took a parting view of thoſe charms 
which had formerly enſlaved his heart. 
Having thus obeyed the dictates of 
his duty and inclination, he next morn = 
ing embarked in the ſtage-coach, with 
his faithful Elinor, and in fix day ar- 
rived at the place of his retreat, which 
he found extremely well-adapted to the 
circumſtances of his mind and fortune: 
for all his vice and ambition were now 
quite mortified within him, and his whole 
attention engroſſed in atoning for his for- 
mer crimes, by a ſober and penitent life, 
by which alone he could deſerve the un- 
common generoſity of his patrons. 
While he thus accommodated himſelf 
to his new ſyſtem, Renaldo received let- 
ters of congratulation from his ſiſter; 
who, with the major, had come to Bruſ- 
ſels, in order to meet her brother and 
Serafina, according to his propoſal. 
This intimation being communicated to 
Don Diego, he reſolved to accompany 
them to Flanders, in his way to Spain. 
Preparations were made for their depar- 
ture ; the clergyman and phyſician were 
honoured with valuable marks of friend- 
ſhip and efteem from the counteſs, Re- 
naldo, and the Caſtilian, who was con- 
voyed to Deal by Madam Clement, to 
whom, at parting, Don Diegopreſented 
a diamond ring, as a pledge of his invio- 
lable love. 
Here the travellers hired a veſſel for 
; Fi Oſtend, 
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Oftend, which they reached in a few 
hours ; in two days more they arrived 
at Bruſſels, where Mrs. Farrel and her 
huſband were ſtruck with admiration at 
the ſurprizing beauty and accompliſh- 
meat of their ſiſter · in- lw, whom they 


1 n 


careſſed with equal tenderneſs and joy. 
In a word, all parties were as happy as 
good fortune could make them; and 
Don Diego ſet out for Spain, after they 
had agreed to reſide in the Low Coun- 
tries till his return. 


